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9 APPENDIX TO 

Fifeshire is justly celebrated. From the day on which the indos- 
trioui artisan lirst took his seat at the Council Board, he attended 
so much to the interests of the little privileged community, that 
civic honours were conferred on him as rapidly as the Set of the 
Royally* could legally admit. 

To have the ri^hl of walking to church on holyday, preceded by 
k phalanx of halberdiers, in habiliments fashioned as in former 
times, seems, in the eyes of many a guild brother, to be a very 
enviable pitch of worldly grandeur. Few persons were ever more 
proud of civic honours than the Thane of Fife, but he knew well 
how to turn his political influence to the best account. The council, 
court, and other business of the burgh, occupied much of his time, 
which caused htm to intrust the management of his manufaaory to 
a near relation whose name was D'*""'*, a young man of dis- 
solute habits ; but the Thane, seeing at last, that by continuing that 
exiiavagant person in thai charge, his aiTairs would, in all proba- 
bility, fall into a state of bankruptcy, applied to the member of 
Parliament for that district to obtain a situation for his relation in 
the civil department of the state. The knight, whom it is here 
unnecessary to name, knoning how elTectualty the Thane ruled the 
little bur^b, applied in the proper quarter, and actually obtained aa 
Appointment for D******* in the civil service of the East India 
Company. 

A respectable surgeon, whose residence was in a neighbouring 
village, had a beautiful daughter named Emma, who had long been 
courted by D*******. Immediately before his departure to India, 
as a mark of mutual affection, they exchanged miniatures, taken by 
an eminent artist in Fife, and each set in a locket, for the purpose 
of having the object of affection always in view. 

Tlte eyes of the old Thane w«c now turned towanis Hindostan 
with much anxiety : but his rcLation had not long arrived in that 
distant quanet of the globe before he had the satisfaction of rccciv- 
tn( a letter, conveying the welcome intcliigcacc of his having lakea 
possessioB of bis new station in a large inintier town of the 
Company^ dotninion!, and that great emoluments were atcacbed to 
the situation ; wbtcfa was confiriBcd fay sercral sabscquent cont> 
mnaKatwMW of the most gratilyiag descHptioa to the old Thanes 
who took ptu pIcasttR IB spreading the sews of the reformed 
kibin aad liBcnlv (ood lortune of bis iatended bett NoneofaQ 
Us faciBer acqaatntaaccs heard with mdi joy the bvotnable report 
«ClkeMCGCBrfidad<reiiUteriBtfae East, as did the fiur and acorn* 
tfmthiet flf the nUage sapgeoa; M* **■* p*— i ~* « '*'T""f r 
k«r W keep bo" own coCTe ap oodence with hins< 
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^■(jj i3-»«tiHHt» ^as wholly unknown, till her father received ft 
letter from him, in which he assured hira of his attachment to 
Emma long before his departure from Fife; that having been so 
bappv as to gain her affections, he would have made her his wife 
before leaving his native country, had lie then had the means of 
•upporiing her in a suitable rank through hfe ; and that, having it 
now in his power to do so, he only wailed the consent of her patents 
to fullil [he vow he had formerly made. 

The Doctor having a large family, with a verj- limited income to 
support them, and understanding that D******* had at l.ifst 
become a person of sober and industrious habits, he gave Ins 
COnsL-nl, in which Emma's mother fully concurred. 

Aware of Ihe straitened circumstances of the Doctor, D**"*** 
remitted a sum of money to complete at Edinburgh Emma's 
Oriental education, and fit her out in her journey to India; she 
was to embark at Shecrness, on board one of tlie Company's ships, 
for a port in India, at which place, he said, he would wait her 
arrival, with a retinue suited to a person of his rank in society. 

Emma set out from her father's house just in time to secure a 
passage, as proposed by her intended husband, accompanied b/ 
her only brother, who, on their arrival at Shecrness, met one 
£*"•**, an old schoolfellow, captain of the ship by which 
Emma was to proceed to India. 

It was the particular desire of the Doctor that his daughter 
should be committed to the care of that gentleman, from the time 
of her leaving the shores of Britain, till the intended marriage cere- 
mony was duly performed on her arrival in India ; a charge that 
was frankly undertaken by the generous sea-captain. 

On the arrival of the fleet at the appointed port, D*******, with 
S large cavalcade of mounted Pindarees, was, as expected, in atten- 
dance, ready to salute Emma on landing, and to carry her direct 
into the interior of the country. C'*****, who had made several 
Yoyagcs to the shores of Hindostan, knowing something of Hindoo 
manners and customs, ivas surprised to see a private individual ia 
Ihe Company's service with so many attendants; and when 
D******* declined having the maiTiage ceremony performed, 
according to the rites of the Church, till he returned to the place of 
his abode, C******, more and more confirmed in his suspicion 
that all was not right, resolved not to part with Emma, till he liad 
fullilled, in the most satisfactory manner, the promise he had made 
before leaving England, of giving her duly aivay in marri.ise. Not 
being able by her entreaties to alter the resolution of D*******, 
ma solicited her protector C****** to accompany her to the 
t place of her intended destination, to which be most ivadily agreed. 



I 




I 



I 



I APPENDIX TO INTRODUCTION. 

Uldnf; with him as many of his crew as he deemed sufficient to 
ensure the safe cuslody of his innocent proidgde, should any 
attempt be made to carry her away by force. 

Both parties journeyed onwards till they arrived at a frontier 
town, «here a native Rajah was waiting the arrival of the fair 
maid of Fife, with whom he had fallen deeply in love, from 
likeness in the possession of D*******, 



to whom he had pa 
and had only intrusted hii 
his government. 



of money for the c 
convey her in state to the 



C******, than he < 
commanding officer of a r 
happened to be quartered i 
I for the honour i 



on of D"*"*** known to 
nicated the whole particulars to the 
rgimcnt of Scotch Highlanders that 
1 that part of India, begging at the 
Caledonia, and protection of in- 
jured innocence, that he would use the means in his power, of 
resisting any attempt that might be made by the native chief to 
wrest from their hands the virtuous female who had been so shame- 
fully decoyed from her native country by the worst of mankind. 
Honour occupies too large a space in the heart of the Gad to 
resist such a call of humanity. 

The Rajah, finding his claim was not to be acceded to, and re- 
solving to enforce the same, assembled his troops, and attacked 
with great fury the place where the aflVighicd Emma was for a 
time secured by her countrymen, who fought in her defence with 
all their native valour, which at length so overpowered their assail- 
ants, that they were forced to retire in every direction, leaving 
behind many of their slain, among whom was found the mangled 
corpse of the perfidious D'*"*'*. 

Q****** was immediately afterwards married to Emma, and 
my informant assured me he saw them many years afterwards, 
living happily together in the county of Ke&t, oa the fortune 

£be "Thane of Fife," 



Castle Douglas, 
Ju/jr, 183a. 




^r. ^Tnffattgrg'fl ^rifatr. 



Subpcena'd is Ihy lyre, 
Tbc praises to requite 
Which rules of court r< 



I 



Probationary Odes, 



The concluding a lilcrary undertaking, in whole or in part, is, 
to the inexperienced at kast, attended wiili an irritating tltillation, 
like that which attends on the healing of a wound — a prurient im- 
patience, in short, to know what the world in general, and friends 
in particular, will say to our labours. Some authors, I am told, 
profess an oyster-like indifTercnce upon this subject ; for my oii'ti 
part, I hardly believe in their sincerity. Others may acquire it 
from habit ; but in my poor opinion, a neophyte like myself must 
be for a long time incapable of such sangfroid. 

Frankly, I was ashamed to feel bow childishly I felt on the 
occasion. No person could have said prettier things than myself 
npon the importance of stoicism concerning the opinion of others, 
when their applause or censure refers to literary character only [ 
and 1 had determined to lay my work before the public, with the 
same unconcern with which the ostrich lays her eggs in the sand, 
giving herself no farther trouble concerning the incubation, but 
leaving to the atmosphere to bring forth the young, or otherwise, 
as the climate shall serve. But though an ostrich in theory, I 
became in practice a poar hen, who has no sooner made her 
deposit, but she runs cackling about, to call the attention of evcrjr 
one to the wonderful work which she has performed. 

As soon as I became possessed of my first volume, neatly stitched 
up and boarded, my sense of the necessity of communicating with 
■omc one became ungovernable. Janet was inexorable, and seemed 
already to ha\e tired of my literary confidence ; for whenever I 
drew near the subject, after evading it as long as she could, she 
made, under some pretext or other, a bodily retreat to the kitchen 
or the cockloft, her own pecuhar and ioviolate domains. My 
Bublisher would have been a natural resource ; but he understands 
bis business too well, and follows it loo closely, to desire to enter 
Into literary discussions, wisely considering, th.it he who has to sell 
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library volume, as 
was not only my as! 
litile doubt that he w 
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hooki has seldom leisure to read them. Then my acquairtancci 
now that I have lost Mrs. Bethune Baho1, are of that distant and 
accidental kind, id whom I had not face enough to communicate 
the nature of my uneasiness, and who probably would only have 
laughed at mc had I made any attempt to interest them in my 

Reduced thus to a sort of despair, I thought of my friend and 
man of business Mr. Fairscribe. His habits, it was true, were not 
likely to render him indulgent to light iitcralure, and, indeed, I had 
ticed his daughters, and especially my lii;le 
I her reticule what looked very like a circulating 
.oon as her father entered the room. StUl he 
isured, but almost my only friend, and 1 had 
uld take an interest in the volume for ihe 
sake of the author, which the work itself might fail to inspire. I 
sent him, therefore, the book, carefully sealed up, with an intima- 
tion that I requested the favour of his opinion upon the contents, 
of which I alTccted to talk in the depreciatory style, which calls for 
point-blank contradiction, if your correspondent possess a grain of 
civility. 

This communication took place on a Monday, and I daily ex- 
pected (what I was ashamed to anticipate by volunteering my 
presence, however sure of a welcome) an invitation to eat an egg, 
as was my friend's favourite phrase, or a card to drink tea with 
Misses Fairscribe, or a provocation to breakfast, at least, wiih my 
hospitable friend and benefactor, and to talk over the contents of 
my enclosure. But the hours and days passed on from Monday 
till Saturday, and I had no acknowledgment whatever that my 
packet had reached its destination. " This is very unlike ray good 
friend's punctuality," thought I ; and having again and again vexed 
James, my male attendant, by a close examination concerning the 
time, place, and delivery, I had only to strain my imagination to 
conceive reasons for my friend's silence. Sometimes 1 thought that 
his opinion of the work h.td proved so unfavourable, that he was 
averse to hurt my feelings by communicating it— sometimes, that, 
escaping his hands to whom it was destined, it had found its way 
into his writ ing-ch amber, and was become the subject of criticism 
to his smart clctks and conceited apprentices. " 'Sdeath ! " thought 

I, " if 1 were sure of this, I would " 

" And what would you do ? ' said Reason, after a few moments' 
reflection. " You are ambitious of introducing your hook into every 
writing and reading chamber in Edinburgh, and yet you take fire 
at the thoughts of its being criticised by Mr. Fairscribe's young 
' " " little consistent, for shame." 
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" I will be consislent," said J, doggedly ; " but for all Uiat, I will 
call on Mr. Fairscribe this evening." 

1 hastened my diiiner, donn'd my great-coat, (for the evening 
threatened rain,) and went lo Mr. Fairscribe's house. The old 
demostic opened the door cautiously, and before 1 asked the 
question, said, " Mr. Fairscribe is at home, sir ; but it is Sunday 
night." Recognising, however, my face and voice, he opened the 
door wider, admitted me, and conducted me to the p.irlour, wlwre 
I found Mr. Fairscribe and the rest of his family engag^'' '" listen- 
ing 10 a sermon by the late Mr. Walker of Edinburgh,* which was 
rcid by Miss Catherine with unusual distinctness, simplicity, and 
judgment. Welcomed as a friend of the house, I had nothing for 
it but to lake my seat quietly, and making a virtue of nucessity, 
endeavour to derive my share of the benefit arising from an excellent 
sermon. But I am afraid Mr. Walker's force of logic and pre- 
cision of expression were someivhai: lost upon me. I was sensible 
1 had chosen an improper time to disturb Mr. Fairscribe, and when 
the discourse was ended, I rose to take myleave, somewhat hastily, 
I believe. " A cup of tea, Mr. Croftangry ? " said the young lady. 
" You will wait and take part of a Presbyterian supper?" said Mr. 
Fairscribe. — "Nine o'clock — I make it a point of keeping my 

father's hours on Sunday at e'en. Perhaps Dr. [naming aa 

excellent clergyman] may look in." 

1 made my apology for declining his invitation ; and I fancy my 
unexpected appearance, and hasty retreat, had rather surprised my 
friend, since, instead of accompanying me to the door, he conducted 
me Into his own apartment. 

" What is the matter," he said, " Mr. Croftangry- ? This is not a 
night for secular business, but if anything sudden or e.'itraordinary 
has happened " — ■ 

"Nothing in the world," said I, forcing myself upon confession, 
OS the best way of clearing myself out of the scrape, — " only— only 
I sent you a little parcel, and as you are so regular in acknowledg- 
ing letters and communications, 1— I thought it might have mis- 
carried—that's all" 

My friend laughed heartily, as if he saw into and enjoyed my 
motives and my confusion. " Safe? — it came safe enough," he said. 
" The wind of the world always blows its vanities into haven. But 
this is the end of the session, when I have little time to read any 
thing printed except Inner-House papers ; yet if you will take your 
kail with us next Saturday, I will glance over your work, though 
I am sure 1 am no competent judge of such matters," 

With this promise 1 was fain lo lake my leave, not without half 
D persuading myself that if once the phlegmatic lawyer began my 
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lucubralions, he would not be able to rise from them till lie hat* 
finished the perusal, nor to endure an interval betwixt his reading 
the last page, and requesting an interview with the author. 

Ko such marks of impatience displayed themselves. Time, 
tluat or keen, as my friend Joanna says, swift or leisurely, held his 
course; and on the appointed Saturday, I was at the door pre- 
cisely as it struck four. The dinner hour, indeed, was five punc- 
tually ; but what did 1 know but my friend might want half an hour's 
conversation with me before that time ? I was ushered into an empty 
drawing-room, and, from a nEcdle-book and work-basket, hastily 
abandoned, I had some reason to think I inlemipled my linle 
fiiend, Miss Katie, in some domestic labour more praiseworthy tlian 
elegant. In this critical age, filial piety must hide herself in a 
closet, if she has a mind to darn her father's linen. 

Shortly after, I was the more fully convinced that I had been 
too early an inti udcr, when a wench came to fetch away the basket, 
and recommend to my courtesies a red and green gentleman in a 
cage, who answered all my advances by croaking out, " You're a 
fool— you're a fool, I tell you !" until, upon my word, I began to 
think the creature was in the right At last my friend arrived, a 
little overheated. He had been taking a turn at golf, to prepare 
him for " colloquy sublime." And wherefore not ? since the game, 
with its variety of odds, lengths, bunkers, tce'd balls, and so on, 
may be no inadequate representation of the hazards attending 
literary pursuits. In particular, those formidable butTeis, which 
make one ball spin through the air like a rifle-shot, and strike 
another down into the very earth it is placed upon, by the mal- 
adroltness or the malicious purpose of the player — what are they 
but parallels to the favourable or depreciating notices of the 
reviewers, who play at golf with the publications of the season, 
Ci-en as Allisidora, in her approach to the gates of the infernal 
legions, saw the devils playing at racket with the new books of 
Cervantes' days. 

Well, every hour has its end. Five o'clock came, and my friend, 
with his daughters, and his handsome young son, who, though 
fairly buckled to the desk, is every now and then looking over his 
shoulder at a smart uniform, set seriously about satisfying the 
corporeal wants of nature ; while I, stimulated by a nobler appe- 
tite after fame, wished that the touch of a magic wand could, 
without all the ceremony of picking and choosing, carving and 
slicing, m.isticating and swallowing, have transported a quantum 
tufficit of the good things on my friend's hospitable board, into the 
stomachs of those who surrounded it, to be there at leisure con- 
vened into chyle, while thctr thcugh-.s were turned on higher 
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At length all was over. But the young ladies sat still, 
and talked of the music of the Freischuii, for nothing else was then 
thought of; so wc discussed the wild hunters' song, and the tame 
hunters' song, &c. &c. in all which my young friends were quite 
at home. Luckily for mc, all this horning and hooping drew on 
some allusion 10 ihe Seventh Hussars, which gallant regiment, I 
observe, is a more favourite theme with both Miss Catherine and 
her brother than with my old friend, who presently looked at his 
watch, and said something significantly to Mr. James about office 
hours. The youth got up with the ease of a yojngster that would 
h~ thought a man of fashion rather than of business, and endea- 
voured, with some success, to walk out of the room, as if the loco- 
motion was entirely voluntary ; Miss Catherine and her sisters left 
US at the same lime, and now, thought T, my trial comes on. 

Reader, did you ever, in the course of your life, cheat the courts 
of justice and lawyers, by agreeing to refer a dubious and im- 
portant question to the decision of a mutual friend? If so, you 
may have remarked the relative change which the arbiter under- 
goes in your estimation, when lalsed, though by your own free 
choice, from an ordinary acquaintance, whose opinions were of as 
tittle consequence to you as yours to him, into a superior personage, 
on whose decision your fate must depend pro tanto, as my frier.d 
Mr. Fairscribc would say. His looks assume a mysterious if not a 
minatory expression ; his hat has a loftier air, and his wig, if he 
wears one, a more formidable buckle. 

I felt, accordingly, that my good friend Fairscribc, on the present 
occasion, had acquired something of a similar increase of conse- 
quence. But a week since, he had, in my opinion, been indeed an 
excellent -meaning man, perfectly competent to every thing witliin 
his own profession, but immured at the same time among its 
forms and technicalities, and as incapable of judging of matters of 
laste as any mighty Goth whatsoever, of or belcmging to the 
ancient Senate House of Scotland. But what of that ? I had 
made him my judge by my own election ; and 1 have often ob- 
served' that an idea of declining such a reference, on account at 
his own consciousness of incompetency, is, as it perhaps ought to 
be, the last which occurs to the referee himself. He that has a 
literary work subjected to his judgment by the author, immediately 
throws his mind into a critical attitude, though the subject be one 
which he never before thousht of. No doubt the author is well 
qualified to select his own judge, and why should the arbiter whom 
he has chosen doubt his own talents for condemnation or acquittal, 
since he has been doubtless picked out by his friend, from his 
indubitable reliance on their competence? Surely, the man wlio 
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wrote the production U likely to tnow the person best qualified to 
judge of il. 

Whilst these thoughts crossed my brain, I kept my eyes fixed on 
my good friend, whose motions appeared unusually tardy to me, 
while he ordered a bottle of particular claret, decanted it with 
scrupulous accuracy witli his own hand, cansed his old domestic to 
bring a saucer of olives, and chips of toasted bread, and thus, on 
hospitable thoughts intent, seemed to me lo adjourn Die discussion 
which I longed to bring on, yet feared lo precipitate. 

•'He is dissatisfied," thought I, "and is ashamed to show it, 
afraid doubtless of hurting my feeUngs. What had I to do to la!k 
to him about any thing save charters and saaines? — Slay, he is 
go ng to begin.'' 

" We are old fellows now, Mr, Croftangry," said my landlord ; 
" scarcely so fit lo take a poor quart of claret between us, as wc 
would have been in better days to take a pint, in the old Scottish 
liberal acceptation of the phrase. Maybe you would have liked me 
to have kept James to help us. But if it is nol on a bolyday or so, 
I think it is best he should observe office hours." 

Here the discourse was about to fall. I relieved it by saying, 
Mr. James was at the happy time of life, when he had better things 
to do than lo sit over the bottle. " I suppose," said I, " your son 
b a reader." 

"Um — yes — James may be called a reader in a sense; but I 
doubt there is tittle solid in his studies— poetry and plays, Mr. 
Croftangry, all nonsense— they set his head a-gadding after the 
army, when he should be minding his business." 

" I suppose, then, Ihat romances do not find much more grace in 
your eyes than dramatic and poetical compositions.'" 

" Deil a bit, dcil a bit, Mr. Croftangry, nor historical productions 
cither. There is too much fighting in history, as if men only were 
brought into this world lo send one another out of it. It nourishes 
false notions of our being, and chief and proper end, Mr. Cruft- 
■ni';y.'' 

Slil! all this was general, and I became determined lo bring our 
discourse to a focus. " I am afraid, then, I have done very ill to 
trouble you with ray idle manuscripts, Mr. Fairscribe ; but you 
must do roe the justice to remember, that I had nothing better to 
do than to amuse myself by writing the sheets 1 put into your 
hands the oiber day. I may truly plead— 

' I left no calling for this idle trade." 

• I cry your mercy, Mr. Croftangry," said my old friend, snd> 
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denly wcollecting— "yes, yes, I have been very rude ; but I had 
forgotten entirely that you had taken a spell yourself at that idle 
man's trade," 

" I suppose," replied I, " you, on your side, have been too iusy a 
man to look at my poor ChroniclCj?" 

" No, no," said my friend, " I atn not so bad as that neither. I 
have read them bit by bit, just as I could get a moment's time, and 
I believe I shall very soon gel through them." 

"Well, my good friend?" said I, interrogatively. 

And " Wtii, Mr. Croftangry," cried he, " I really think you have 
got overthe ground very tolerably well. I have noted down here 
two or three bits of things, which 1 presume to be errors of the 
press, otherwise it might be alleged, perhaps, that you did not fully 
pay that attention to the grammatical rules which one would desire 
to see rigidly observed." 

I looked at my friend's notes, which, in fact, showed, that in one 
or two grossly obvious passages, I had left uncorrected such sole- 
cisms in grammar. 

" Well, well, I own my fault ; but, selling apart these casual 
errors, how do you like ibe matter and the manner of what I have 
been writing, Mr. Fairscribe ?" 

" Why," said my friend, pausing, with more grave and important 
hesitation than I thanked him for, " there is not much to be said 
against the manner. The style is terse and intelligible, Mr. Croft- 
angry, very jnielligible ; and that I consider as the first point in 
every thing that is intended to be understood. There are, indeed, 
here and there some flights and fancies, which I comprehended 
with difGcully ; but I got to your meaning at last. There are 
people that are like ponies ; their judgments cannot go fast, but 
they go sure." 

" That is a pretty clear proposition, my friend ; but then how did 
you like the meaning when you did get at it? or was that, like 
some ponies, too difficult to catch, and, when catchcd, not worth 
the trouble?" 

" I am far from saying that, my dear sir, in respect it would be 
downright uncivil ; but since you ask my opinion, i wish you could 
have thought about something more appertaining to civil policy, 
than all this bloody work about shooting and dirking, and doivn- 
right hanging. I am told it was the Germans who (iist brought in 
such a practice of choosing their heroes out of the Porteous Roll ;* 
but, by my faith, we are like to be upsides with them. The first 
was, as 1 am credibly informed, Mr. Scolar, as they call him | a 
scholar-like piece of worlc he has made of it, with bis Robbers and 
^eve*.* 
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" Schiller," said I, " my dear sir, let it be Schiller." 

" Shiller, or what you like," said Mr. Fairscribe ; " I found ths 
book where I wish I had found a better one, and that is, in Kate'i 
work-basket. I sat down, and, like an old fool, began to read [ 
but there, I eranl, you have the belter of Schiller, Mr. Croft- 
an-ry." 

" 1 should be glad, my dear sir, that you really think I have 
approached that admirable author ; even your friendly paitiality 
ought not to talk of my having excelled him." 

" But I do say you have excelled him, Mr. Croftangry, in a most 
material particular. For surely a book of amusement should be 
something that one can take up and lay down at pleasure ; and I 
can say justly, I was never at the least loss to put aside these sheets 
of yours when business came in the way. Bui, faith, this Shiller, 
sir, does not let you off so easily. I forgot one appointment on 
particular business, and I wilfully broke through another, that I 
might stay at home and finish his confounded book, which, after 
all, is about tivo brothers, (he greatest rascals I ever heard of. 
The one, sir, goes near to murder his own father, and the other 
(which you would think still stranger) sets about to debauch his 
own wife." 

" I find, then, Mr. Fairscribe, that you have no taste for the 
rom:ince of real hfe, no pleasure in contemplating those spirit- 
rousing impulses, which force men of fiery passions upon great 
crimes and great virtues?" 

" Why, as to that, I am not just so sure. But then, to mend the 
matter," continued the critic, "you have brought in Highlanders 
into every slory, as if you were going back again, velis tt remis, 
into the old days of Jacobitisni. I must speak my plain mind, 
Mr. Croftangry. I cannot tell what innovations in Kirk and State 
may be now proposed, but our fathers were friends to both, as they 
were settled at the glorious Revolution, and liked a tarian plaid as 
little as they did a white surplice. I wish to Heaven, all this tarian 
fei-er bode well to the Protcstanl succession and the Kirk of 
Scotland." 

" Both too well settled, I hope, in the minds of the subject," said 
I, " to be affected by old remembrances, on which we look back as 
on the portraits of our ancestors, without recollecting, while we 
gaie on tlicm, any of the feuds by which the originals were ani- 
mated while alive. But most happy should I be to light upon any 
topic to supply the place of the Highlands, Mr. Fairscribe, I have 
been just reflecting that the theme is becoming a little exhausted, 
and your e.fperiencc may perhaps supply" 

" Ha, ha, ha— m/ experience supply ! " interrupted Mr. Fail* 
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scribe, wiih a laugh of derision. " Why, you might as well ask 
my son James's experience to supply a case about thirlage. No, 
no, my good friend, I have lived by the law, and in the law, all my 
life; and when you seek the impulses that make soldiers desert 
and shoot their sergeants and corporals, and Highland drovers, 
dirk English graziers, to prove themselves men of fiery passions, 
it is not to a man like me you should come. 1 could tell you 
some tricks of my own trade, perhaps, and a queer story or two of 
estates that have been lost and recovered. But, to tell you tlie 
truth, 1 think you might do with your Muse of Fiction, as you call 
her, as many an honest man docs with his own sons in flesh and 

" And how is that, my dear sir?' 

" Send her to India, to be sure. That is the true place for a 
Scot to thrive in ; and if you carry your story fifty years back, as 
there is nothing to hinder you, you will find as much shooting and 
stabbing there as ever was in the wild Highlands, If you want 
Toques, as they are so much in fashion with you, you have that 
gallant caste of adventurers, who laid down their consciences at 
the Cape of Good Hope as ihey went out to India, and forgot to 
take them up again when they returned. Then, for great exploits, 
you have in the old history of India, before Europeans were nume- 
rous there, the must wonderful deeds, done by the least possible 
means, that perhaps the annals of the world can aflbrd." 

" 1 know it," said I, kindling at the ideas his speech Inspired. 
" I remember in the delightful , pages of Orme, the interest which 
mingles in his narratives, from the very small number of English 
which are engaged. Each ofUccT of a regiment becomes known to 
you by name, nay, the non-commissioned officers and privates ac- 
quire an individual share of interest. They arc distinguished 
among the natives like the Spaniards among the Mexicans. What 
do I say ? ihey are like Homer's demigods among the warring 
mortals. Men, like Clive and Catllaud, influenced great events, 
like Jove himself. Inferior officers arc like Mars or Neptune, and 
the sergeants and corporals might well pass for demigods. Then the 
various religious costumes, habits, and manners of the people of 
K induslan, — the patient Hindhu, the warlike Rajahpoot, the haughty 
Moslemah, the savage and vindictive Malay— Glorious and un- 
bounded subjects 1 The only objection is, that I have never been 
there, and know nothing at all about them." 

" Nonsense, my good friend. You will tell us about them all the 
belter that you know nothing of what you are saying ; and come, 

11 finish the bottle, and when Kntie (her sisters go to the as- 

mbly) has given us tea, she will leli you the outline of the story 
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of poor Menie Gray, whose picture you will see in the drawing, 
room, a distant relation of my father's, who had, however, a hand- 
some part of cousin Menie's succession. There are none living 
that can be hurt by the story now, though it wns thought best to 
smother it up at the time, as indeed even the whispers about it led 
poor cousin Menie to live very retired, I mind her well when a 
child. There was something very gentle, but rather tiresome, about 
poor cousin Menie." 

When we came into the drawing-room, my friend pointed to a 
picture which I had before noticed, without, however, its having 
attracted more than a pissing look ; now I regarded it with more 
a.IIcnlion, It was one of those portraits of the middle of the eigh- 
teenth century, in which artists endeavoured to conquer the sufT- 
ness of hoops and brocades, by throwing a fancy drapery around 
the figure, with loose folds like a mantle or dressing gown, the stays, 
however, being retained, and the bosom displayed in a manner 
which shows that our mothers, hke their daughters, were as liberal 
ofilieir charms as the nature of their dress might permit. To this, 
the well-known style of the period, the features and form of the in- 
dividual added, at tirst sight, little interest. It represented a hand- 
some woman of about thiity, her hair wound simply about her head, 
her features regular, and her complexion fair. But on looking more 
closely, especially after having had a hint that the original had been 
the heroine of a tale, I could observe a melancholy sweetness in the 
countenance, that seemed to speak of woes endured, and injuries 
sustained, with that resignation which women can and do some- 
times display under the insults and ingratitude of those on whom 
they have bestowed their affections. 

''Yes, she was an excellent and an ill-used woman," said Mr. 
Fairscribe, his eye fixed like mine on the picture — " She left our 
family not less, 1 dare say, than five thousand pounds, and I believe 
she died worth four times that sum ; but it was divided among the 
nearest of kin, which was all fair." 

"But her history, Mr. Fairscribe," said I — "to judge from her 
look, it must have been a melancholy one." 

" You may say that, Mr. Croltangry. Melancholy enough, and 
extraordinary enough too— But," added he, swallowing in haste a 
cup of the tea which was presented to him, " I must away to my 
business— we cannot be gowffing all the morning, and telling old 
stories all the afternoon. Katie knows all the outs and ins ol 
cousin Menie's adventures as well as I do, and when she has given 
you the particulars, then I am at your service, to condescend mora 
articulately upon dates or particulars." 

Weli, here was I, a gay old bachelor, left to hear a love tale from 




PREFATORY. 



P »y young friend Katie Fairscribc, who, when she is not surrounded 
by a bevy of galianls, at which time, to my thinking, she shows less 
to advantage, is as pretty, well behaved, and unaffected a girl as you 
Bee tripping the new walks of Prince's Street or Heriot Row. Old 
bachelorship so decided as mine has its privileges in such a tUe-i- 
tSU, providing you are, or can seem for the time, perfectly good- 
humoured and attentive, and do not ape the manners of your younger 
years, in attempting which you will only make yourself ridiculous, 
I don't pretend to be so indifferent to the company of a pretty young 
woman as was desired by the poet, who wished to sit beside his 



mistress— 
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On the contrary, I can look on beauty and innocence, as something 
of which I know and esteem the value, without the desire or hope 
to make them my own. A young lady can afford to talk with an 
oid stager like me without either arciiice or alTectatian ; and we 
may maintain a species of friendship, the more tender, perhaps, 
because we are of different sexes, yet with which that distinction 
has very little to do. 

Now, I hear my wisest and most critical neighbour remark, " Mr 
Croftangry is in the way of doing a foolish thing. He is well to 
pass— Old Fairscribc knows to a penny what he is worth, and Miss 
Katie, with all her aits, may like the old brass that buys the new 
pan. I thought Mr. Croftangry was looking very cadgy when be 
came in to play a rubber with us last night Poor gentleman, I am 
sure 1 should be sorry to see him make a fool of himself." 

Spare your compassion, dear madam, there is not the least danger. 
The beaux yeux de ma cassette are not brilliant enough to make 
amends for the spectacles which must supply the dimness of my 
own. 1 am a little deaf loo, as you know to your sorrow when we 
are partners : and if I could get a nymph to marry me wiiii all 
these imperfections, who the deuce would marry Janet M'Evoy? 
and from Janet M'Evoy Chrystal Croftangry will not part. 

Miss Katie Fairscribc pave me the tale of Menie Gray with much 
taste and simplicity, not attempting to suppress the feeUngs, wh ether 
of grief or resentment, which justly and naturally arose from the 
circumstances of the tale. Her father afterwards confirmed the 
principal outlines of the story, and furnished me with some addi- 
tional circumstances, which Miss Katie had suppressed or forgotten. 
Indeed, 1 have learned on this occasion, what old Lintol meant 
—when he told Pope, that he used to propitiate the critics of import- 

c a 
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Knee, when he had a work in the press, by now a.nd then letting 
them see a sheet of the blotted proof, or a few leaves o( the original 
manuacripL Our mystery of authorship haih something about it 
so fascinating, that if you admit any one, however little he may 
previously have been disposed to such studies, into your confidence, 
you will Bnd [hat he considers himself as a party interested, and, if 
success follows, will think himself entitled to no inconsiderable 
share of the praise. 

The reader has seen that no one could have been naturally less 
intere«cd than was my excellent friend Fairscribe in my lucubra- 
tions, when 1 first consulted him on the subject ; but since he hai 
contributed a subject to the work, he has become a most zealous 
coadjutor ; and half-ashamed, 1 believe, yet half-proud of the lile- 
rarj' stock- company, in which he has got a share, he never meets 
me without jogging my elbow, and dropping some mysterious hints, 
■s, " I am saving — when will you give us any more of yon ? " — off 
" Von's not a' bad narrative-I like yon." 

Pray Heaven the reader may be af bis opinioo. 
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CHAPTER I. 

When fainting Kalure call'd for aid. 

And hovering Death prepared tlie blow, 
His vijorous remedy display'd 

The power of Art without the show ; 
In Misery's daikest caverns known, 

His useful care was ever nigh, 
Where hopeless Anguish pourd his groan. 

And lonely Want retired to die ; 
Ho summons mock'd by cold delay. 

No petly gains disclaim'd by pride 
The modest wants of every day 

The toil of every day supplied. 

Sam [TEL JOHNSOH. 

The eitquisitely beautiful portrait which the Rambler has pamted 
<rf his friend Levett, well describes Gideon Gray, and many mher 
village doctors, from whom Scotland reaps more benefit, and to 
whom she is perhaps more ungrateful, than to any other class of 
men, excepting her schoolmasters- 
Such a rural man of medicine is usually the inhabitant of some 
petty borough or village, wiiich forms the central point of his prac- 
tice. But, besides attending to such cases as the village may 
afford, he is day and night at the service of every one who may 
command his assistance within a circle of forty miles in diameter, 
untraversed by roads in many directions, and including moors, 
mountains, rivers, and lakes. For late and dangerous journeys 
through an inaccessible country for services of the most es- 
sential kind, rendered at the expense, or risk at least, of his 
own health and life, the Scottish village doctor receives at best 
a very moderate recompense, often one which is totally inade- 
quate, and very frequently none whatsoever. He has none of 
the ample resources proper to the brothers of the profession in 



I 



I 

I 

I 

I 



aa THE SURGEON'S DAL'GHXr.R. 

an English town. The burgesses of a Scotch borough are ren- 
dered, by their hmited means of luxury, inaccessible to gout, sur- 
feits, and nil the comfortable chronic diseases, which arc attendant 
on wealth and indolence. Four years, or so, of absiemiuusness, 
enable them to stand an election dinner; and there is no hope of 
broken heads among a score or tivo of quiet electors, who settle the 
business over a table. There the mothers of the state never make 
a. point of pouring, in the course of every revolving year, a certain 
quantity of doctor's stuff through the bowels of their beloved chil- 
dren. Every old woman from the Townhead to the Townfit, can 
prescribe a dose of saUs, or spread a plaster ; and it is only when 
3 fever or a palsy renders matters serious, that the assistance of the 
doctor is invoked by his neighbours in the borough. 

But stili the man of science cannot complain of inactivity or want 
of practice. If he does not find patients at his door, he seeks thein 
through a wide circle. Like the ghostly lover of Burger's Leonora, 
he Tnounls at midnight, aiid traverses in darkness paths which, to 
those less accustomed to them, seem formidable in daylight, through 
straits where the slightest aberration would plunge him into a 
morass, or throw him over a precipice, on to cabins which his horse 
might ride over without knowing they lay in his way, unless he 
happened to fall through the roofs. When he arrives at such a 
stately termination of his journey, where his services are required, 
either to bring a wretch into the world, or prevent one from leaving 
it, the scene of misery is often such, that far from touching the 
hard-saved shillings which are gratefully offered to him, he bestows 
his medicines a« well as his attendance— for charity. 1 have heard 
the celebrated traveller Mungo Park, who had experienced both 
courses of life, rather give the preference to travelling as a dis- 
coverer in Africa, than to wandering by night and day the wilds of 
his naiixc land in the capacity of a country medical practitioner. He 
mentioned having once upon a time rode forty miles, sat up all night, 
and successfully assisted a woman under influence of the primitive 
curse, for which his sole remuneration was a roasted potato and a 
draught of buttermilk. But his was not the heart which grudged 
the labour that relieved human misery. In short, there is no 
creature in Scotland that works harder and is more poorly requited 
than the country doctor, unless prrhaps it may be his horse. Yet 
the horse is, and indeed must be, hardy, active, and indefatigable, 
in spite of a rough coat and indifferent condition ; and so you will 
often find in his master, under an unpromising and blunt exterior, 
professional skill and enthusiasm, intelligence, humanity, courage 

Mr. Gideon Gr«y, lut^eoa in tne village of Middlemas, situated 




i 



THE SURGEON'S DAUGHTER. 

in one of the midland counties of Scotland, led the rough, active, 
knd ill-rewarded course of life which we have endeavoured to de- 
scribe. He was a man between forty and fiftj', devoted to his pro- 
fession, and of such rcpulation in [he medical world, that he had 
been more than once, as opportunities occurred, advised to exchange 
Middlemas and its meagre circle of practice, for some of the larger 
towns in Scotland, or for Edinburgh itself. This advice he had 
always declined. He was a plain blunt man, who did not love 
restraint, and was unwilling to subject himself to that which was 
exacted in polite society. He had not himself found out, nor had 
any friend hinted to him, that a slight touch of the cynic, in man- 
ner and habits, gives the physician, to the common eye, an air o( 
authority wliich greatly tends to enlarge his reputation. Mr. Gray, 
or, as the country people called him. Doctor Cray, (he might hold 
the title by diploma for what 1 know, though he only claimed the 
rank of Master of Arts,) had few wants, and these were amply sup- 
plied by a professional income which generallj- approached two 
hundred pounds a-year, for which, upon an average, he travelled 
about five thousand miles on horseback In the course of the twelve 
months. Nay, so liberally did this revenue support himself and his 
ponies, called Pestle and Mortar, which he exercised alternately, 
Ihat he look a damsel to share it, Jean Watson, namely, ihe eherrj-- 
cheeked daughter of an honest farmer, who being herself one of 
twelve children, who had been brought up on an income of four- 
pounds a-year, never thought there could be poverty in more 
[fhan double the sum ; and looked on Gray, though now termed by 
-Irreverent youth the Old Doctor, as a very advantageous match. 
~ 'eral years they had no children, and it seemed as if Doctor 

Gray, who had so often assisted the elTorts of the goddess Lucln:<, 
vas never 10 invoke her in his own behalf. Yet hia domestic ruof 
was, on a remarkable occasion, decreed to be the scene where tiie 
goddess's art was required. 

Late of an autumn evening three old women might be observed 
plying Aeir aged limbs through the single street of the village at 
Middlemas towards the honoured door, whicii, fenced off from the 
vulgar causeway, was defended by a broken paling, enclosing two 
slips of ground, half arable, half overrun with an abortive attempt 
at shrubbery. The door itself was biaioned with the name of 
Gideon Gray. M.A. Surgeon, &.c. &.c. Some of the idle young 
fellows, who had been a minute or two before loitering at the other 
end of the street before the door of the alehouse, (for the pretended 
inn deserved no better name), now accompanied the old dames with 
Ehouts of laughter, excited by their unwonted agiUry ; and with 
lifcets on the winner, as loudly expressed as if they had been laid at 
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thestarting-post of Middlernas races. "Half-a-mutchkinon Lucki« 
Simson 1" — " Auld Peg Tamson against the field !" — " Mair speed, 
Alison Jaiip, ye'U tak ihe wind out of ihem yet !" — " Canny against 
the hill, lasses, or we may have a brusten auld carline amang ye I" 
These, and a thousand such gilws, rent the air, without being 
noticed, or even heard, by the anxious racers, whose object of con- 
tention seemed to be, whicli should first reach the Doctor's door. 

"Guide us. Doctor, what can be the matter now?" said Mrs, 
Cray, whose character was that of a good-natured simpleton; 
"Here's Peg Tamson, Jean Simson, and Alison Jaup, running a 
race on the hie street of the burgh !" 

The Doctor, who had but the moment before hung his wet great- 
coal before the fire, (for he was just dismounted itom a long journey), 
hastened down stairs, auguring some new occasion for his services, 
and happy, that, from the character of the messengers, it was likely 
to be within burgh, and not landward. 

He had just reached the door as LuckieSimsoo, one of the facers, 
arrived in the liitk area before it. She had got the start, and kcpit 
it, but at the expense, for the time, of her power of utterance ; for 
when she came in presence of the Doctor, she stood blowing like a 
grampus, her loose toy flying back from her face, making the most 
violent elTorts to speak, but without the power of uttering a singla 
tntellij^ible word. Peg Thomson whipped in before her. 

" The leddy, sir, the Icddy "— 

" Instant help, instant help " — screeched, rather than uttered, 
Alison Jaup ; while Luckie Simson, who had certainly won the race, 
found words to claim the prize which had set them all in motion. 
" And I hope, sir, you will recommend me to be the sick-nurse ; I 
was here to bring voti the tidings lang before ony o' thae lazy 
queans." 

Lcud were the counter protestations of the two competitors, and 
loud the laugh of the idle Uohi who listened at a little distance. 

" Hold your tongue, ye flyling fools," said the Doctor ; "and you, 
ye idle rascals, if I come out among you" — So saying, he smacked 
bis long-lashed whip with great emphasis, producing much theelTect 
of the celebrated Quoi ego of Neptune, in the first yEneid. "And 
now," said the Doctor, " where, or who, is this lady '-" 

The question was scarce necessary ; for a plain carriage, with 
four horses, came at a foot's- pace towards the door of the Doctor's 
house, and the old women, now more at their ease, gave the Doctor 
to understand that the gentleman thought the accommodation of 
the Swan Inn totally unlit for his lady's rank and condition, and 
had, by their advice, (each claiming the merit of the suggestion,) 
brought her here, to experience the hospitality of the 'wett-roomi~— 
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«apareapartincnt,in which Doctor Gray occasionally accommodated 
* Such patients, as he desired to keep for a. space of time under his 
own eye. 

There were two persons only in the vehicle. The one, a gentle- 
man in a. riding dress, sprung out, and having received from the 
Doctor an assurance that the lady would receive tolerable accom- 
modation in his house, he lent assistance to his companion to leave 
the carriage, and with great apparent satisfaction, saw her safely 
deposited in a decent steeping apartment, and under the respectable 
charge of the Doctor and his lady, who assured him once more of 
every species of attention. To bind their promise more firmly, the 
stranger slipped a purse of twenty guineas (for this story chanced 
in the golden age) into the hand of the Doctor, as an earnest of the 
most liberal recompense, and requested he would spare no expense 
in providing all that was necessary or desirable for a person in the 
lady's condition, and for the helpless being to whom she might im- 
mediately tje expected to give birth. He then said he would reiire 
to the inn, where he begged a message might instantly acquaint 
him with the expected change in the lady'.i situation. 

" She Is of rank," he said, "and a foreigner; let no expense bs 
spared. We designed to have reached Edinburgh, but were forced 
to turn off the road by an accidenL" Once more he said, " let no 
expense be spared, and manage that she may travel as soon as 
possible." 

"That," said the Doctor, "is past my control Nature must not 
be hurried, and she avenges herself of every attempt to do so." 

" But art," said the stranger, " can do much," and be proffered & 
second purse, which seemed as heavy as the first. 

'■ Art," said the Doctor, " may be recompensed, but cannot be 
purchased. You have already paid me more than enough to take 
the utmost care I can of your lady ; should 1 accept more money, 
it could only be for promising, by implication at least, what is 
beyond my power to perform. Every possible care shall be taken 
of your lady, and that affords the best chance of her being speedily 
able to travel — Now, go you to the inn, sir, for I may be instantly 
wanted, and we have not yet provided either an attendant for the 
lady, or a nurse for the child ; but both shall be presently done." 

•' Yet a moment, Doctor — what languages do you understand f 

" Latin and Frt-nch I can speak indifferently, and so as to bo 
nnderstood ; and I read a liltle Italian." 

" But no Portuguese or Spanish f continued the stranger. 

"No, sir." 

" That is unlucky. But you may make her understand you by 

eaaa of French. T>iWe notice, you are to comply with her request 
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" May I ask, sir, by what name the lady is to 

"II is totally indifferent," said the slrangi 
question ; " you shall know it at more leisure." 

So saying, he threw his ample cloak about him, turning himself 
half round to assist the operation, with an air which the Doctor 
would have found it difficult to Imitate, and walked dowh the street 
to the little inn. Here he paid and dismissed the postilions, and 
shut himself up in an apartment, ordering no one to be admitted 
till the Doctor should call. 

Tlie Doctor, when he returned to his patient's apartment, found 
his wife in great surprise, which, as is usual with piersons of her 
character, was not unmixed with fear and anxiety. 

" She cannot speak a word like a Christian being," said Mrs. 

" 1 know it," said the Doctor. 

" But she threeps to keep on a black fause-face, and skirls if we 
offer to take it away." 

" Well then, let her wear it— What harm will it do ? " 

" Harm, Doctor I Was ever honest wi 
a fause-face on ? " 

"Seldom, perliaps. But, Jean, mydca 
honest must be brought to bed all the sa 
we are not to endanger the poor thing's life hy c 
whims at present." 

Appraachin_^ the sick woman's bed, he observed that she indeed 
wore a thin silk mask, of the kind which do such uncommon service 
in the elder comedy ; such as women of rank still wore in travelling, 
but certainly never in the situation of this poor lady. It would 
seem she had sustained importunity on the subject, for when she 
saw the Doctor, she psit her hand to her face, as if she was afraid 
he would insist on pulling off the vizard. He hastened to say, in 
tolerable French, that her will should be a law to therii in every 
respect, and that she was at perfect liberty to wear the mask till it 
was her pleasure to lay it aside. She understood him ; for she 
replied, by a very imperfect attempt, in the same language, to 
express her gratitude for the permission, as she seemed to regard 
it, of retaining her disguise. 

The Doctor proceeded to other arrangements ; and, for the satis* 
faction of those readers who may love minute information, we 
record, that Luckie Simson, the first in the race, carried as a priie 
the situation of sick-nurse beside the delicate patient ; tliai I'cg 
n was permitted the privilege of recommending her good- 
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daughter, Bel Jamieson, to be wet-nurse ; and an oe, or grandchild, 
of Luckie Jaup was hired to assist in the increased drudgery of the 
family ; the Doctor thus, like a practised minister, dividing among 
his trusty adherents such good things as fortune placed at his 
disposal. 

About one in the morning the Doctor made his appearance at 
the Swan Inn, and acquainted the stranger gentleman, that he 
wished him joy of being tht father of a healthy boy, and that iha 
mother was, in the usual phrase, as well as could be e<cpected. 

The stranger heard the news with seeming satisfaction, and then 
exclaimed, " He must be christened, Doctor ! he must be christened 
instantly ! " 

" There can be no hurry for that," said the Doctor. 

" ifi think olhi'rwise," said the stranger, cutting his argument 
■horL " I am a CalhoUc, Doctor, and as I may be obliged to 
leave this place before the lady is able to travel, 1 desire to sec my 
child received into the paSe of the church. There is, 1 understand, 
a Catholic priest in this wretched place?" 

"There is a. Catholic gentleman, sir, Mr. Goodriche, wbo is 
reported to be in orders." 

" 1 commend your caution, Doctor," said the stranger ; " it is 
dangerous to be too positive on any subject I will bring that 
same Mr. Goodriche to your house to-morrow." 

Gray hesitated for a moment. " I am a Presbyterian Protestant, 
sir," he said, " a friend to the constitution as established in church 
and state, as I have a good right, having drawn his Majesty's pay, 
God bicss him, for four years, as surgeon's mate in the Cameroniaa 
regiment, as my regimental Bible and commission can testify. But 
altliough I be bound especially to abhor all trafficking or trinketing 
with Papists, yet 1 will not stand ia the way of a tender conscience. 
Sir, you may call with Mr. Goodriche, when you please, at my 
house 1 and undoubtedly, you being, as I suppose, the father of the 
child, you will arrange matters as you please ; only, 1 do not desire 
to be thought an abettor or countenancer of any part of the Popish 
ritual." 

" Enough, sir," said the stranger haughtily, " we understand each 
other." 

The next day he appeared at the Doctor's house with Mr. Good- 
riche, and two persons understood to belong to that reverend gen- 
tleman's communion. The party were shut up in an apartment 
with the inTant, and it may be presumed that the solemnity of 
baptism was administeied to the unconscious being, thus strj.ngely 
launched upon the world. When the priest and witnesses had 
afetircd, the strange gentleman mrotmed Mr. Gray, that, as tha lady 
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had been pronounred unfit for travelling for several days, he was 
himself about In leave the neighbourhood, but would return ibither 
in the space or ten days, ivhen he hoped to find his companion 
able to leave it. 

are we to call the child and mother?" 

s Richard.'' 



D must the lady— She cannot 
ta here — Middlemas, I Ihiok 
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"And by what name 

"The infant's name 

" But it must have some sirname— 
reside in my house, yet be without a 

" Call them by the name of your ti 
ills?" 

"Yes, sir." 

"Well, Mrs. Middlemas is the name of ihc mother, apd Richard 
Middlemasof the child— and I am Matthew Middlemas, at your 
service. This," he continued, " will provide Mrs. Middlemas in 
every thing she may wiih to possess^or assist her in case of 
accidents." With that he placed /loo in Mr. Gray's hand, who 
rather scrupled receiving it, saying, " He supposed the lady was 
qualified to be her own purse-bearer." 

" The worst in the world, I assure you. Doctor," replied the 
•tranger. " If she wished to change thai piece of paper, she would 
scarce know how many guineas she should receive for it. No, Mr. 
Gray, 1 assure you you will find Mrs. Middleton— Middlemas— 
what did I call her— as ignorant of the affairs of this world as any 
one you have met with in your practice : So you will please lo be 
her treasurer and administrator forthe time, as for a patient that it 
incapable to look after her own affairs." 

This was spoke, as it struck Dr. Gray, in rather a haughty and 
supercilious manner. The words intimated nothing in themselves, 
more than the same desire of preserving incognito, which might be 
gathered from all the rest of the stranger's conduct ; but the 
manner seemed to say, " I am not a person to be questioned hy 
any one- What I say must be received without comment, hov 
little soever you may believe or understand it" It strengthened 
Gray in his opinion, that he had before him a case either of seduc- 
tion, or of private marriage, betwixt persons of the very highest 
rank ; and the whole bearing, both of the lady and the gentleman, 
confirmed his suspicions. It was not in his nature to be trouble- 
some or inquisitive, but he could not fail to see that the lady wore 
no marriage-ring ; and her deep sorrow, and perpetual tremor, 
seemed to indicate an unhappy creature, who had lost the piote^ 
tion of parents, without acquiring a legitimate right to thai of a 
husband. He was therefore somewhat anxious when Mr. Middle- 
ifter a private conference of some length with the lady, bad« 
him farewelL It is true, be assured htm of his return within tCD 
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days, being the very shortest space which Cray fould be prevailed 
upon to assign for any prospect of the lady being moved with safety, 

" 1 trust in Heaven that he will return," said Gray to himself, 
"but there is too much mysttry about all this, for the matter being 
■ plain and ivell-meanin^ transaction. If he intends to treat this 
poor thing, as many a poor girl has been used before, I hope that 
my house will not be the scene in which he chooses to desert her. 
The leaving the money has somewhat a suspicious aspect, and 
looks as if my friend were in the act of making some compromise 
with his conscience; Well — I must hope the best. Meantime my 
path plainly is to do wh»t I can fur the poor lady's benehi.'' 

Mr. Gray visited his patient shortly after Mr. Middleman's de- 
parture — as soon, indeed, as he could be admitted. He found her 
in violent agitation. Gray's experience dictated the best mode of 
rdiefand tranquillity. He caused her infant to be brou^it to her. 
She wept over it for a long time, and the violence of her agitation 
subsided under the influence of parental feelings, u-bii:h, from her 
appearance of extreme youth, she must have experienced for the 
first lime. 

The observant physician could, after this paroxysm, remark that 
his patient's mind was chiefly occupied in computing the passage 
of the time, and anticipating the period when the return of her 
husband— if husband he was— might be expected. She consulted 
almanacks, enquired concerning distances, though so cautiously as 
to make it evident she desired to give no indication of the direction 
of her companion's journey, and repeatedly compared her watch 
with those of others ; exercising, it was evident, all that delusive 
species of mental arithmetic by which mortals attempt to accele- 
rate the passage of Time while they calculate his progress. At 
other limes she wept anew over ber child, which was by all judges 
pronounced as goodly an infant as needed to be seen ; and Gray 
•oinciimes observed that she mumurcd sentences to the uncon- 
scious infant, not only the words, but the very sound and accents 
of which were strange to him, and which, in particular, he knew 
not to be Portuguese. 

Mr. Goodriche, the Catholic priest, demanded access lo her upon 
one occasion. She at first declined his visit, but afterwards received 
it, under the idea, perhaps, that he might have news from Mr. 
Middlemas, as he called himself. The interview was a, very short 
one, and the priest left the lady's ap.inment in displeasure, which 
his prudence could scarce disguise from Mr. Cray. He never re- 
tomed, although the lady's condition would have made his atten- 
Klkms and consolations necessary, had she been a member of the 
■jCaihoIic ChurcL 
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Our Doctor began at length to su5pect his fair guest waa a 
Jewess, who had yielded up her person and affcciiona to one of a 
different religion ; and the pecuU;ir style of her beautiful counte- 
nance went to enforce this opinion. The circumstance made no 
difference to Gray, ivho saw only her distress and desolation, and 
endeavoured to remedy both to the utmost of his power. He was, 
however, desirous to conceal it from his wife, and the others around 
the sick person, whose prudence and liberality ol thinking might 
be more justly doubled. He therefore so regulated her diet, that 
she could not be either offended, or brought under suspicion, by 
any of the articles forbidden by the Mosaic law being presented to 
her. In other respects than what concerned her health or conve- 
nience, he had but liitle intercourse wi\h her. 

The space passed within which the stranger's return to the 
borough had been so anxioudy expected by his female companion. 
The disappointment occasioned by his non-arrival was manifested 
in the convalescent by inquietude, which was at first mingled with 
peevishness, and afterwards with doubt and fear. When two or 
three days had passed without message or letter of any kind, Gray 
himself became annious, both on his own account and the poor 
lady's, lest the stranger should have actually entertained the idea 
of deserting this defenceless and probably injured woman. He 
longed to have some communicntion with her, which might enable 
him 10 judge wh.nt enquiries could be made, or what else was most 
fitting to be done. But so imperfect was the poor young woman's 
knowledge of the French language, and perhaps so unwilling she 
herself to throw any light on her situation, that every attempt of 
this kind proved abortive. When Gray asked questions con* 
ceming any subject which appeared lo approach to explanation, 
he observed she usually answered him by shaking her head, in 
token of not understanding what he said ; at other times by 
silence and with tears, and sometimes referring him to MonsUur, 

For Monsieur's arrival, then. Gray began to become very impa- 
tient, as that which alone could put an end to a disagreeable species 
of mystery, which the good company of the borough began now to 
make the principal subject oi tlieir gossip; some blaming Gray 
for taking foreign landloupers* into his house, on the subject of 
whose morals the most serious doubts might be entertained j others 
envying the " bonny hand " the doctor was like to make of it, by 
having disposal of the wealthy stranger's travelling funds ; a cir- 
cumstance which could not be well concealed from the public, when 
the honest man's expenditure for trilling articles of luxury came 
far to exceed its ordmary bounds. 

"^be conscious probity of the honest Doctor enabled him to 
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P despise this sort of tillle-talile, though the secret knowledge of its 
exiMence could not be agreeable 10 him. Heivcni hia usual rounds 
with Iiis usual perseverance, and waited with patience until time 
should throw light on the subject and history of his lodger. It was 
now the fourth week after her coniinemenl, and the recovery of the 
Stranger might he considered as perfect, when Gray, returning from 
one of his ten-mile visits, saw a post-chaise and four horses at the 
door. " This man has reiurned," he said, " and my suspicions 
have done him less than justice." With that he spurred his horse, 
a signal which the trusty steed obeyed the more readily, as io 
progress was in the direction of the stable door. But when, 
dismounting, the Doctor hurried into his own house, it seemed 
to him, that the departure as well as the arrival of this distressed 
lady was destined to bring confusion to his peaceful dwellins. 
Sci'eral idlers had assembled about his door, and two or three 
had impudently thrust themselves forward almost into tlie pas- 
sage, to listen to a confused altercation which was Iicard from 

The Doctor hastened forward, the foremost of the intruders re- 
treatinf; in confusion on his approach, while he caught the tones of 
bis wife's voice, raised to a pitch which he knew, by experience^ 
boded no good ; for Mrs. Cray, good-humoured and tractable in 
general, could sometimes perform the high part in a matrimonial 
dueC Having much more confidence in his wife's good intentions 
than her prudence, he lost no time in pushing into the parlour, to 
take the matter into bis own hands. Here be found his helpmate 
at the head of the whole mihiia of the sick lady's apartment, thit 
is, wcl nurse, and sick nurse, and girl of all work, engaged in violent 
dispute with two sirangei's. The one was a dark-featured elderly 
man, with an eye of mucU sharpness and severity of expression, 
which now seemed partly quenclied by a mixture of grief and mor- 
tification. The other, who appeared actively sustaining the dispute 
with Mrs. Gray, was a slout, bold-looking, hard-i^nccd person, armed 
with pistols, of which be made rather an unnecessary and ostenta- 
tious display. 

" Here is my husband, sir," said Mrs. Gray in a lone of triumph, 
fox she had the grace 10 believe the Doctor one of the greatest 
men living—" Here is the Doctor— let us see what you will say 



"Why just what I 
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So saying, he struck the forelin; 
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I Inper which he held towards Mrs. Gray with his left. 
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"Address yourself to me, if you please, sir," said the Doctor, 
seeing that he ought to lose no time in removing the cause into the 
proper court. " I am the master of this house, sii, and 1 wbh to 
know the cause of this visit." 

" My business is soon told," said the man. " I am a king's mes- 
senger, and this lady has treated me, as if I was a baron-bailie's 
ofSeer." 

" That is not the question, sir," replied the Doctor. " If you are 
a king's messenger, where is your warrant, and what do you pro- 
pose to do here?" At the same time he whispered the little wench 
to call Mr, Lawford, the town-clerk, to come thither as fast as he 
possibly could. The good-daughter of Peg Thomson started otf 
with an activity worthy of her mother-in-law. 

" There is my warrant," said the official, " and you may satisfy 
yourself." 

" The shameless loon dare not tell the Doctor his errand,' said 
Mrs. Gray exultingly. 

" A boiiny errnnd it is." said old Lucky Simson, " to carry away 
■ lying-in woman, as a gled* would do a clocking- hen." 

" A woman no a month delivered " — echo;d the nurse Jamie- 

" Twenty-four days eight hours and seven minutes to a second," 
said Mrs. Gray. 

The Doctor having looked over the warrant, which was regular, 
be^an lo be afraid that the females of his f.imlly, in their zeal for 
defending the character of their se:*, might be stirred up into 
some sudden fit of mutiny, and therefore commanded them to be 

"This," he said, "is a warrant for arresting the bodies of Richard 
Tresham, and of Zilia de Mon^ada, on account of high treason. 
Sir, I have served his Majesty, and this is not a house in which 
traitors are harboured. I know nothing of any of these two 
persons, nor have 1 ever heard even their names." 

••But the lady whom you have receiv'ed into your family," said 
the messenger, " is Zilia de Mongada, and here stands her father, 
Matthias de Mon;,-ida, who will make oath to it." 

"Ifthir be true," said Mr. Cray, looking towards the alleged 
officer, " you have taken a singular duty on you. It is neither my 
habit to deny my own actions, nor to oppose the laws of the land. 
There is a lady in this house slowly recovering from conlinement, 
having become under this roof the mother of a healthy child. If 
she be the person described In this warrant, and this gentlcman'c 
daughter, I must surrender her lo the laws of the country." 

Here the Esculapija mihlia were once more in motion. 
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Surrender, Docior Cray I It's a shame lo iiear you speak, and 
HI that lives by women and weans, abunc your other means I" so 
claimed his fair belter part, 
" I wonder to hear ihe Doctor ! "^said the younger nurse ; 
there's no a wife in the town would beheve it o' him." 
" I aye thought the Docior was a man till this moment," said 
Luckie Simson ; " but I believe hint now 10 be an auld wife, hllle 
baulder than mysell ; and I dinna wonder now that poor Mrs. 

"Hold your peace, you foohsh women," said the Docior. "Do 
you think this business is rot bad enough already, tliat you are 
making it worse willi your scnsi-'lcss claver?*— Gentlemen, this 
is a very sad case. Here is a warrant for a high crime against a 
poor creature, who is little fit to be moved from one house to 
another, much more dragged to a prison. I tell you plainly, that 
I think Ihe execution of this arrest may cause her death. It is 
your business, sir, if you be really her father, to consider what you 
can do to sortcn this matter, rather than drive it on." 

" Better death than dishonour," replied the stern-lookirg old 
man, with a voice as harsh as his aspect ; "and you, messenger," 
he continued, "'look what you do, and execute the warrant at your 
peril." 

" You hear," said the man, appealing to the Doctor himself, " I 
must have immediate access to the lady." 

" In a lucky lime," said Mr. Gray, " here comes the town-clerk. — 
You are very welcome, Mr. Lawford. Your opinion here is much 
wanted as a man of law, as well as of sense and humanity. I was 
never more glad to see you in all my life." 

He then rapidly staled the case ; and the messenger, under- 
Warding the new-comer to be a man of some authority, again ex- 
hibited his warrant 

" This is a very sufficient and valid warrant. Dr. Gray," replied 
the man of law. " Nevertheless, if you are disposed to make oath, 
that instant removal would be unfavourable to the lady's health, 
unquestionably she must remain here, suitably guarded." 

" It is not so much the mere act of locomotion which I am 
afraid of," said the surgeon ; " but I am free to depone, on soul and 
conscience, that the shame and fear of her father's anger, and the 
■ense of the affront of such an arrest, with terror for its conse- 
quences, may occasion violent and dangerous illness — even death 
itself.- 

" The father must see the daughter, though they may have quar- 
nlled," said Mr. Lawford ; " the officer of justice must execute his < 

IVrarrant, though it should frighten the criminal to death ; these ^H 
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evila ■« only contingsnt, not direcl and immediale consequences. 
You must give tip ihe lady, Mr. Gray, though your hesiiation Is 
very natural,'' 

" At least, Mr. Lawford, I ought to be certain that the person in 
my house is the party ihey search for." 

" Admit me to her apartment," replied the man whom the mes- 
senger termed Monqada. 

The mesienuer, whom the presence of Lawford had made some- 
thing more placid, began to become impudent once more. He 
hoped, he said, by means of his female prisoner, to acquire the 
information necessary to apprehend the more guilty person. If 
more delays were thrown in his way, that information might come 
too laie, and he would make all who were accessory to such delay 
responsible for the consequences. 

" And 1," said Mr, Cray, " though I were to be brought to the 
gallows for it, protest, that this course may be the murder of my 
pali^nL — Can bail not be taken, Mr, Lawford?" 

" Not in cases of high treason," said the official person ; and 
then continued in a contideniial tone, " Come, Mr. Gray, we all 
know you to be a person well affected to our Koyai Sovereign King 
George and the Government ; but you must not push this loo far, 
lest you bring yourself into trouble, which every body in MiJtllc- 
mas would be sorry for. The foriy-five has not been so far gone 
by, but we can remember enough ol warrants of high treason— ay, 
and ladies of quality committed upon such charges. But they 
were all favourably dealt with — Lady Ogilvy, Lady Macintosh, 
Flora Macdonald, and all No doubt this gentleman knows ivnat 
he is doing, and has assurances of the young lady's safely — So you 
must just jouk and let the jaw gae by, as we say," 

" Follow me, then, gentlemen," said Gideon, " and you shall see 
the young lady;" and then, his strong features wqrking witb 
emotion at anticipation of the distress which he was about to 
inflict, he led the nay up the small staircase, and opening the door, 
said to Mon^ada who had followed him, " litis is your daughter's 
only place of refuge, in which I am, alas ! too weak to be her 
protector. Enter, sir, if your conscience ivill permit you." 

The stranger turned on him a scowl, into which it seemed as if 
he would willingly have thrown the power of the fabled basihsk. 
Then stepping proudly forward, he stalked into the room, Hewas 
followed by Lawford and Gray at a little distance. The messenger 
remained in the doorway. The unhappy young woman had heard 
the disturbance, and guessed the cause ton truly. It is possible 
she might even have seen the strangers on their descent from the 
carriage. When they entered the room, she was on her knees, 
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Ijeside an easy chair, her face in a ailk wrapper that was hung over 
IL The man c.illed Mon^ada uttered a singleword ; by Ihe acctnt 
it niighihave been something equivalent iawreldt; but none knew 
its import. Tlie female Rave a convulsive shudder, such as that by 
which a half-dying soldier is atfected on receiving a second wound. 
But without minding her emotion, Mongada seized her by the arm, 
and with little gentleness raisedher to her feet, on which she seemed 
to stand only because she was supported by liis strong grasp. He 
then pulled from her face the mask n-hich she had hitherto wnm. 
The poor creature still endeavoured lo shroud her face, by covering 
it with her left hand, as the manner in which she was held pre- 
vented her from using the aid of the right. With hitle effort her 
father secured that hand also, which, indeed, was of itself far too 
little to serve the purpose of concealment, and showed her beauti- 
ful face, burning with blushes and covered with tears. 

" You, Alcalde, and you, Sut^eon," he said to Lawford and Gray, 
with a foreign action and accent, " this woman is my daughter, the 
same Zilia Mon^ada who Is signal'd in that protocol. Make way, 
uid let me carry her where her crimes may be atoned for." 

" Are you tbaC person's daughter ? " said Lanford to the 
lady. 

" She understands no English," said Gray ; and addressing hts 
patient in French, conjured her to let him know whether she was 
thai man's daughter or not, assuring her of protection if the fact 
«ere otherwise. The answer was murmured faintly, but was too 
distinctly intelligible — " He was her father." 

All farther title of interference seemed now ended. The mes- 
senger arrested his prisoner, and, with some delicacy, required the 
assistance of the females to get her conveyed to the carriage in 
waiting. 

Gray again interfered. — " You will not," he said, " separate the 
mother and the infant?" 

Zilia de Monqada heaid the question, (which being addressed 
to the father. Gray bad inconsiderately uttered in French,) and 
it seemed as if it recalled to her recollection the existence of 
the helpless creature to which she had given birth, forgotten for 
a. moment amongst the accumulated horrors of her father's pre- 
sence. She uttered a shriek, expressing poignant grief, and 
turned her eyes on her father with the most intense supplication, 

"To the pLirish with the bastard ;"— said Mon^ada ; while the 
helpless mother sunk hfcless into the arms of the females, who 
bad now gailiered round her. 

"That will not pass, sir," said Gideon.—" If you are father to 
ttut lady, you must be grandfather to the helpless child ; and 
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^1 you must settle i 

^H ua to some responsible person." 

^H Mongada looked towards Lawford, who expressed himself s.itisfied 

^H of the propricly of ivhat Gray said. 

^H " I object not to pay for whalever the wretched child may re- 

^H quire," said he ; "and if you, sir," aildressing Gray, " choose to 

^H uke charge of him, and breed him up, you shall have what will 

^H belter your living." 

^V , The Doctor was about to refuse a charge so uncivilly offered [ 

but after a moment's reflection, he replied, " I think so indifferently 
of the proceedings I have witnessed, and of those concerned in 
them, that if the mother desires ihat 1 should retain the charge of 
this child, I will not refuse to do so." 

Mon9ada spoke to his daughter, who was just beginning [o 
recover from her swoon, in the same bnguage in which he had first 
addressed her. The proposition which he tnadc seemed highly 
sceeptable, as she started from the arms of the females, and, 
advancing to Gray, seized his hand, kissed it, bathed it in her tears, 
and seemed reconciled, even in parting with her child, by the 
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I side rat ion, that the infant w 
ship. 

" Good, kind man,'' she said 
saved both mother and child." 

The father, meanwhiie, with mercantile delibera 
Mr. Lawford's hands notes and bills to the amount 
pounds, which he stated was lo be vested for the child's use, and 
advanced in such portions as his board and education might re* 
quire. In the event of any correspondence on his account being 
necessary, as in case of death or the like, he directed that com- 
munication should be made to Signior Matthias Mon^ada, undsr 
cover to a certain banking-house in London. 

" But beware," he said to Gray, " how you Ire 
. 'concerns, unless in case of absolute necessity." 

"You need not fear, sir," replied Gray; " 
to-day which can induce me to desire a mor 
dence with you than may be indispensable.'' 

While Lawford drew up a proper minme of this transaction, by 
which he himself and Gray were named trustees for the child, Mr, 
Gray attempted to restore to the lady the balance of the consider- 
able sum of money which Tresham (if such was his real name) 
bad formerly deposited with him. With every species of gesture, 
by which hands, eyes, and even feet, could'express rejection, as 
well as in her own broken French, she repelled the proposal of re- 
imbursement, while she entreated that Cray would consider the 
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moncj' as his own property ; and at the same time forced upon 
him a ring set with briUianls, which seemed of considerable value. 
The father then spoke to her a few sicrn ivords, which she heard 
with an air of mingled agony and submission. 

"1 have given her a few minutes to see and weep over the 
miser^ible being which has been ihe seal of her dishonour," said 
the stern father. " Let us retire and leave her alone, — You," to 
the messenger, " watch the door of the room on the outside." 

Gray, Lawford, and Moii5ada, retired to the parlour aecordingly, 
where they waited in silence, each busied with his own reflections, 
till, wiiliin the space of half an hour, they received information that 
the lady was ready to depart. 

" It is well," replied Moni^ada ; " I am glad she has yet sense 
enough left to submit to that which nocds must be." 

So saying, he ascended the siair, and returned, leading dowi^his 
daugliier, now again masked and veiled. As she passed Gray, she 
uttered the words—" My child, my child 1 " in a tone of unutterable 
anguish ; then entered the carriage, which was drawn up as close 
to the door of the Doctor's house as the liiile enclosure would per- 
mit. The messenger, mounted on a led horse, and accompanied 
by a servant and assistant, fallowed the carriage, which dro 
rapidly off, taking the road which leads 10 Edinburgh. All who 
had witnessed this strange scene, now departed to make their con- 
jectures, and some to count their gains ; for money had been dis- 
tributed among the females who had attended on the lady, with so 
much liberality, as considerably to reconcile them to the breach of 
the rights of womanhood inflicied by ihe precipitate removal of the 
patient 
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CHAPTER 11. 

The last cloud of dust which the wheels of the carriage had 
faiacd was dissipated, when dinner, which claims a share of human 
thoughts even in the midst of the most marvellous and atTccting 
incidents, recurred to those of Mrs. Gray. 

" Indeed, Doctor, you will stand glowering out of the window til] 
some other patient calls for you, and then have to set off without 
your dinner; — and 1 hope Mr. Lawford will take pot-luck with u 
for it is just his own hour ; and indeed we h.id something rather 
better than ordinary for this poor lady — lamb and spinagc, and a 
veal Florentine." 

The surgeon started as from a dream, and joined in his wife'* 
faospitable request, to which l.anfQid willingly assented. 
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We will appose the meal finished, a bottle of old and generous 
Antigua upon ihe table, and a modest little punch-bowl, judiciously 
replenished for the accommodation of the Doctor and his guest 
Their conversation naturally turned on the strange scene which 
they had witnessed, and the Town Clerk took considerable merit 
for his presence of mind. 

"I am thinking. Doctor," said he, "you might have brewed a 
bitter browst to yourself if I had not come in as I did." 

" Troth, and it might very well so he," answered Gray ; " for, to 
tell you the Irulh, when 1 saw yonder fellow vapouring with his 
pislols among the women folk In my own house, (he old Came- 
ronian spirit began to rise in me, and a. little thing would have 
made me cleek to the poker." 

" Hoot ! hoot 1 that would never have done, Na, na," said the 
maiL of law, " this was a case where a little prudence was worth all 
the pislols and pokers in the world." 

"And that was just what I thought when I sent to you, Clerk 
Lawford," said the Doctor. 

" A wiser man he could not have called on to a difficult case," 
added Mrs. Gray, as she sat with her work at a little distance from 
the table. 

" Thanks t'ye, and here's t'ye, my good neighbour," answered th« 
scribe ; " will you not let me help you to another glass of punch, 
Mrs. Gray?" This being declined, he proceeded. " I am jalous- 
ing that the messenger and his warrant were just brought in to pre- 
vent any opposition. Ve saw how quietly he behaved after I had 
laid down the law— 111 never believe the lady is in any risk from 
him. Due the father is a dour chifld ; depend upon it, iie has bred 
up the young filly on the curb-rein, and that has made the poor 
thing start oiT the course. I should not be surprised that he took 
her abroad, and shut her up in a cor.vcnt." 

" Hardly," replied Doctor Grey, " If it be true, as I suspect, that 
both the father and daughter are of the jeivish persuasion," 

"A Jew!" said Mrs. Gray; "and have 1 been taking a' ihii 
fyke about a Jew f— I thought she seemed to gic a scunner at tha 
eggs and bacon that Nurse Simson spoke about to her. But I 
thought Jet's had aye had lang beards, and yon man's face Is just 
like one of our ain folks— 1 have seen the Doctor with a langer 
beard hinisell, when he has not had leisure to shave." 

"That might have been Mr. Moni;ada's case," said Lawford, 
"for he seemed to have had a hard journey. But the Jews are 
often very respectable people, Mrs. Gray— they have no territorial 
properly because the law is against them there, but they have 
'■ank in the money market- plenty of slock in the funds. 
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Mrs. Gray, and, indeed, I think this poor young woman is belter ^H 

with her ain father, though he be a Jew and a dour chicld into the 

bargain, than she would have been with the loon that wranged her, 

who is, by your account, Dr. Gray, baith a papist and a rebel. The 

Jews are well atiaclied 10 government ; they hjte the Pope, tlie Devil, 

and the Pretender, as much as any honest mo,n among ourselves." ^H 

" 1 cannot admire cither of the gentlemen,'' said Gideon. " Dut ^H 
it is but fair to say, that 1 saw Mr. Mon^ada when he was highly ^H 
incensed, and to all appearance not without reason. Now, this ^1 
other man Treaham, if that be his name, was haughty to me, and t 
think something careless of the poor young woman, just at the 
time when he owed her most kindness, and me some thankfulness. 
I am, therefore, of your opinion, Clerk Lawford, that the Christian ^_ 
is the worse bargain of the two." ^H 

" And you think of taking care of this wean yourself, Doctor? ^H 
That is what 1 call the good Samaritan." ^H 

" At cheap cost. Clerk ; the child, if it lives, has enough to bring 
it up decently, and set it out in life, and 1 can teach it an honour- 
able and useful profession. It will be rather an amusement than a 
trouble to me, and I want to make some remarks on the childish 
diseases, which, with God's blessing, the child must come through 
under my charge ; and since Heaven has sent us no children " 

" Hoot, hoot !" said the Town-Clerk, "you arc in ower great a 
hurrj- now — you have na been sae lang married yet. — Mrs. Gray, 
dinna let my dating chase you away— we will be for & dish of tcA ^H 
bclivc, fur the Doctor and 1 are nae glass- breakers." ^^ 

Four years after this conversation took place, the event happened, ^H 
at the possibility of which the Town-Clerk had hinted; and Mrs. ^* 
Cray presented her husband with an infant daughter. But good 
and evil are strangely mingled in this sublunary world. Thg fulfil- 
ment of his anxious longing for posterity was attended with the 
loss of his simple and kind-hearted wife ; one of the most heavy 
blows which fate could inflict on poor Gideon, and his house was 
made desolate even by the event which had promised for months 
before to add new comforts to its humble roof. Gray felt the shoclc 
■s men of sense and firmness feel a decided blow, from the effects 
of which they never hope again fully to raise themselves. He dis- 
charged the duties of his profession with the same punctuality as 
ever, was easy, and even, to appearance, cheerful in his intercourse 
with society ; but the sunshine of existence was gone, Every 
morning he missed the affectionate charges which recommended to 
him to pay allention to his own health while he was labouring to 

1 restore that blessing to his patients. Every evening, as he returned ^_ 

from his weary round, it was without the consciousness of a kind ^H 



I 



I 



40 THE SURGEON'S DAUGHTER. 

and affeciionaie reception from one eager to tell, and Interesicd to 
hear, all the little events of ttie day. His whistle, which Ufed tu 
arise clear and strong so soon as Middlemas sieeple was in view, 
was now for ever silenced, and the rider's head drouped, while the 
lired horse, lacking the stimulus of his master's hand and voice, 
seemed to shuffle along as if it experienced a share of his despon- 
dency. There were times when he was so much dejected as lo be 
unable to endure even the presence of his little Menie, in whose 
infant countenance he could trace the lineaments of the mother, of 
whose loss she had been the innocent and unconscious cause, 
"Had it not been for this poor child" — he would think; but, 
instantly aware that the sentiment was sinful, he would snatch the 
infant to his breast, and load it with caresses— then hastily desire 
it to be removed from the parlour. 

The Maliometans have a fanciful idea, that the true believer, in 
hispass.ige to Paradise, is under the necessity of parsing barefooted 
over a bridge composed of red-hot iron. Uul on this occasion, all 
the pieces of paper which the Moslem has preserved during his hfe, 
lest some holy thing being written upon them might be profaned, 
arrange themselves between his feet and the burning metal, and so 
save him from injury. In the same manner, the effi;cts of kind and 
benevolent actions are sometimes found, even in this world, la 
assuage the pangs of subsequent afflictions. 

Thus, the greatest consolation which poor Gideon could find 
after his heavy deprivation, was in the frolic fondness of Kichard 
Middlemas, the child who was in so singular a manner thrown upon 
bis charge. Even at this early age he was eminently handsome. 
When silent or out of humour, his dark eyes and striking counte- 
nance presented some recollections of the stern character imprinted 
on the features of his supposed father : but h hen he was gay and 
happy, which was much more frequently the case, these clouds were 
exchanged for the most frolicsome, mirthful expression, that ever 
dwelt on the laughing and thoughtless aspect of a child. He 
seemed to have a tact beyond his years in discovering and conform- 
ing to tbe peculiarities of human character. His nurse, one prime 
object of Richard's observance, was Nurse Jamieson, or, as she 
imonly called for brevity, and piir exctlUnet, Nurse. 
This was tbe person who had brought him up from infancy, iihe 
had lost her own child, and soon aft<?f her husband, and bein;; thus 
a lone woman, had, as used 10 be common in Scolknd, remained a 
member of Dr. Cray's family. After the death of his wife, she 
gradually obtained the principal superintendence of the whole 
bousehold ; and being an honest and capable manager, was a 
*«nn of very great importance in the family. 
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She was bold in her temper, violent in her feehn^s, and, as ofien 
happens with those in her condition, was as much attached to 
Richard Middlemas, whom she had once nursed at her bnsoin, as 
if he had been her own son- This affection the child repaid by aU 
the tender attentions of which his age was capable, 

Liitle Dick was also distinguished by the fondest and kindest 
atiachnieat to his guardian and benefjcior, Dr. Gray. He was 
ofhcioiis in the right time and place, quiet as a lamb when his 
patron seemed inclined to stud)' or to muse, active and assiduous 
10 :i5sisi or divert him whenever it seemed to be wished, and, in 
choosing his opportunities, he seemed to display an address far 
beyond his childish years. 

As time passed on, this pleasing character seemed to be still 
more reiined. In everything like exercise or amusement, he was 
the pride and leader of the bnys of the place, over the most of 
whom his sirengih and activity gave him a decided superiority. 
At sdiooi his abilities were less distinguished, yet hei 
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I with the master, a sensible and useful te.icher. ^^^ 

"Richard is not swift," he used to say to his patron, Dr. Gray, ^^M 

" but then he is sure ; and it is impossible not to be pleased with a ^^M 

child who is so very desirous to give satisfaaion." ^^M 

Young Middlcmas's grateful nITection to his patron seemed to ^^M 

increase ivith the expanding of his faculties, and found n natural ^^M 

and pleasing mode of displaying itself in his attentions to httle ^^M 

Mcnie * Cray. Her slightest hint was Richard's law, and it was in ^^M 

vain that he was summoned forth by a hundred shrill voices to lake ^^M 

the lead in hye-spye, or at foot-ball, if it was little Memo's pleasure ^^M 

that he should remain witbin, and build card-houses for her amuse- ^^| 
ment At other times, he would take the charge of the little damsel 
entirely under his own care, and be seen wandering with her on the 
borough common, collecting wild flowers, or knitting caps made of 

bulrushes. Menie was attached to Dick Middlemas, in proportion ^^ 

to his aSeclion.ttc assiduities ; and the father saw with pleasure ^^t 

every new mark of attention to his child on the part of his ^^M 

protcg^. ^^M 

During the time that Richard was silently advancing from a ^^M 

beautiful child into a fine boy, and approaching from a fine boy to ^H 

the time when he must be termed a hiindsome youth, Mr. Gray ^H 

wrote twice a-year with much regularity to Mr. Mon^ada, through ^^t 

the chnnnelihal genllemati had pointed out. The benevolent man ^^M 

thought, that if the wealthy grandfather could only see his relative, ^^M 

of whom any family might be proud, he would be unable to per- ^^M 

severe in his resolution of treating as an outcast one so nearly con- ^^ 

^■^ Dccted with him in blood, and so interesting in person and dis- 
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position. He thought it his duty, therefore, to keep open the slender 
and oblique communication with the boy's maternal gtandfather, as 
that which might, at some future jjeriod, lead 10 a closer connexion. 
Yet the correspondence could not, in other respects, be agreeable 
to a man of spirit like Mr. Gray. His oivn letters were as short as 
possible, merely rendering an account of his ward's expenses, 
includinj; a moderate board to himself, attested by Mr. Lawfoid, 
his co-lrustee ; znd intimating Richard's slate of health, and his 
pro;4ress in education, with a few words of brief but warm eulogy 
upon his goodness of head and heart. But the answers he received 
were still shoitcr, "Mr, Mon^ada," such was their usual tenor, 
* ncknowiedges Mr. Cray's letter of such a dale, notices the contents, 
and requests Mr. Gray to persist in the plan which he has hitherto 
prosecuted on the subject of their correspondence.' On occasions 
where extraordinary expenses seemed likely to be incurred, the re- 
milt.inccs were made with readiness. 

That day fortnight after Mrs. Gray's death, fifty pounds were 
received, with a note, intimating that it was designed to put the 
child R. M. into proper mourning. The writer had added two or 
three words, desiring that the surplus should be at Mr. Cray's 
disposal, to meet the additional expenses of this period of 
calamity ; but Mr. Mon^-'.da had left the phrase unfinished, ap- 
parently in despair of turninji it suil.ibly into English, Gideon, 
without farther investigation, quietly added the sum to the 
account of his ward's little fortune, contrary to the opinion of 
Mr. Lawford, who, aware that he was rather a loser than a 
gainer by the boy's residence in his house, was desirous that 
his friend should not omit an opportunity of recovering some 
part of his expenses on that score. But Gray was proof against 
all remonstrance. 

As the boy advanced towards his fourteenth year, Dr. Gray wrote 
a more elaborate account of his ward's character, acquirements, and 
capacity. He added, that he did this for the purpose of enabling 
Mr. Mon^adato judge how the young man's future education should 
be directed. Richard, he observed, was arrived at the point ivhere 
education, losing its original and general character, branches off 
different paths of knowledge, suitable to particular professions, 
and when it was therefore become necessary to determine which of 
them it was his pleasure that young Richard should be trained forj 
and be would, on his part, do all he could 10 carry Mr. Mon-^ada'l 

shes into execution, since the amiable qualities of the boy made 
dear to him, though but a guardian, as he could have been 
to hi* own father. 

The answer, which arrived in the course of a week or ten dayS| 
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was fuller than usual, and wtitien in Ihe first person. — " Mr. Gmy," 
such was Ihe tenor, " our meeting has been under such circum- 
stances as could not make us favourably known to each other at 
the time. Uut 1 have the advantage of you, since, knowing your 
motives for entertaining an indifferent opinion of me, I could re- 
spect them, and you at the same time; whereas you, unable to 
comprehend the motives — I say, you. being unacquainted with the 
infamous irc.ttment I had received, could not understand the reasons 
that I have for aciing as I have done. Deprived, sir, by the act of 
a villain, of my child, and she despoiled of honour, I cannot bring 
myself to think of beholding the creature, however innocent, whosB 
look must always remind me of haiied and of shame. Keep the 
poor child by you— educate him to your own profession, but take 
heed that he looks no hiaher than to fill such a situation in life as 
you yourself worthily occupy, or some other line of like importance. 
For the condition of a farmer, a country lawyer, a medical practi- 
tioner, or some such retired course of life, the means of oul^I and 
education shall be amply supplied. But I must u-nrn him and 
you, that any attempt to intrude himself on me further than I may 
especially permit, wiil be attended with the total forfeiture of my 
favour and protection. So, having made known my mind to you, 
I expect you will act accordingly." 

The receipt of this Idler determined Gideon to have some ex- 
planation with the boy himself, tn order to learn if he had any 
choice among the professions thus opi:ned to him ; convinced, at 
the same time, from his docility of temper, that he would refer the 
selection to his (Dr. Gray's) better jud^nnent. 

He had previously, however, the unpteasing task of acquainting 
Richard Middlemas with the mysterious circumstances attending 
his birth, of which he presumed him 10 he entirely ignorant, simply 
because he himself had never communicated them, but had let the 
boy consider himself as the orphan child of a distant relation. But 
though the Doctor himself was silent, he might h.ive remembered 
that Nurse Jamieson had the h.n.ndsome enjoyment of her tongue, 
and was disposed to use it liberally. 

From a very early period. Nurse Jamieson, amongst the variety 
of legendary lore which she inMilted into her foster son, had not 
forgotten what she called the a^ful season of his coming into the 
world— the personable appearance of his father, a grand gentleman, 
who looked as if the whole world lay at his feet— the beauty of his 
mother, and ihc terrible blackness of the mask which she wore, 
her een that glanced like diamonds, and the diamonds she wore on 
lier fingers, that could be comp.ired to nothing but her own een, the 
iajrness of her skin, and the colour of her silk rokelay, with much 
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proper stuff to the same purpose. Then she expatiated on the 
artival of hi? grandfather, and the awful man, armed with pistol, 
dirk, and claymore, (the last weapons existed only in Nurse's ima- 
Einaiion,) the very 0;^re of a fairy tale — then all the circumstances 
of the carrying off his mother, while bank-notes were flying about 
the house like screeds of brown paper, .ind gold guineas were as 
plenty as chuckie-atanes. All tliis, pirily lo please and interest 
the boy, partly to indulge her own talent for ampliiicatian. Nurse 
told with so many additional circumstances, and gratuitous com- 
meniaiies, that the real transaction, mysterious and odd as it cer- 
tainly was, sunk into lameness before the Nurse's edition, like 
bumble prose contrasted with the boldest flights of poetry. 

To hear all this did Richard seriously incline, and stilt more was 
he interested with the idea of his vahant father coming for him un- 
expectedly at tl\e head of a gallant regiment, with music playing 
and colours flying, and carrying his son away on the most beautiful 
pony eyes ever beheld : Dr his mother, bright as the day, might 
suddenly appear in her coach and six, to reclaim her beloved child; 
or his repentant grandfather, with his pockets stutTed out with 
bank-notes, would come to atone for his paat cruelty, by heaping 
his neglected grandchild with unexpected wcahh. Sure was Nurse 
Jaitiieson, " that it wanted but a blink of her bairn's bonny ee lo 
turn their hearts, as Scripture saycth ; and as strange things had 
been, as they should come a'thcgither to the town at the same 
time, and make such a day as had never been seen in Middlemas ; 
and then her bairn would never be called by that lowland name of 
Middlemas any more, which sounded as if it had been ^'athered 
out of the town gutter ; but would be called Calatian,* or 5ir Wil- 
liam Wallace, or Robin Hood, or after some other of the great 
princes named in story-books." 

Nursejamieson's history of the past, and prospects of the future, 
were too flattering not to excite the most ambitious visions in the 
mind of a boy, who naturally felt a strong desire of rising in the 
world, and was conscious of possessing the powers necessary to his 
advancement. The incidents of his birth resembled those be found 
commemorated in the tales which he read or listened to; and there 
seemed no reason why his own adventures should not have a ter- 
mination corresponding to those of such veracious histories. In a 
word, while good Doctor Gray imagined that his pupil was divclling 
in utter ignorance of his origin, Richard was meditating upon 
nothing else than the time and means by which he anticip.ttcd his 
being extricated from the obscurity of his present condition, and 
enabled to assume the rank to which, in his own opinion, he wai 
entitled by birth. 
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So stood the feelinss of the young man, when, one day after 
dinner, the Doctor snuffing the candle, and taking from his pnuch 
the great Icailiern pockeibook in which he deposited particular 
papers, with a small supply of the most necessary and active medi- 
cines, he took from it Mr. Mon^ada's letter, and requested Richard 
Middlemas's serious attention, while he told him some circura- 
■tance* concerning himself, which it greatly imported him to know. ■ 
Richard's dark eyes flashed fire — the blood flushed his broad and 
well-formed forehead — the hour of explanation was at length come. 
He listened to the narrative of Gideon Gray, which, the reader 
may believe, being aliogciher divested of the gilding which Nurse 
Janiieson's ima^inalian had bestowed upon it, and reduced to what 
mercaniile men termed the Keedftil, exhibited little more than the 
tale of a child of shame, deserted by its father and mother, and 
brought up on the reluctant charity of a more distant rclaiioti, who 
regarded him as the living though unconscious evidence of the dis- 
grace of Iiis family, and would more willingly have paid for the 
expenses of his funeral, than that of the food which was grudgingly 
provided for him. "Temple and tower," a hundred flatlering 
edifices of Richard's childish imagination, went to ihe ground at 
once, and the pain which aiicndcd their demolition was rendered 
the more acute, by a sense of shame that he should have nursed 
such reveries. He remained, while Gideon continued his explana- 
tion, in a dejected posture, his eyes fixed on the ground, and the 
veins of his forehead sivoln with contending passions. 

" And now, my dear Richard," said the good surgeon, " you must 
think what you can do for yourself, since your grandfather leaves 
you the choice of three honourable professions, by any of which, 
well and wisely prosecuted, you may become independent if not 
wealthy, and respectable if not greaL You will naturally desire ft 
little time for consideration." 

"Not a minute,'' said Ihe boy, raising his head, and looking 
boldly at his guardian. " I am a freeborn Englishman, and will 
return to England if I think fit." 

"A free-born fool you are" — said Gray; "you were born, as I 
think, and no one can know belter than 1 do. in the blue room of 
SlcvenlaVs Land, in the Town-head of Mii'dlemas, if you call that 
being a free-born Englishman." 

" Hut Tom Hillary,"— this was an apprentice of Clerk Lawford, 
who had of late been a great friend and adviser of young Middle- 
mas—" Tom Hillary says that I am a free-born Englishman, not- 
withstanding, in right of my parents.'' 

" Pooh, child 1 what do we know of your parents? — But what 
has your being an Englishman to do with the present question ? " 
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"Oh Doctor !" answered the boy, bilterly, "you know we frnm 
the south side of Tweed cannot scramble so hard as you do. The 
Scots ate too moral, and too prudent, and too robust, for a poor 
pudding-eater to live amongst them, whether as a parson, or as » 
LiHyer, or as a doctor— witli your pardon, sir," 

" Upon my life, Dick," said Gray, "this Tom Hillary will turn 
your brain. What is the meaning of all this Irash?" 

"Tom Hillary says that the parson lives by the sins of the 
people, the lawyer by their distresses, and the doctor by ihcir dis- 
eases — always asking your pardon, sir." 

"Tom Hillary," replied the Doctor, "should be drummed out of 
the borough. A whipper-snapper of an attorney's apprentice, run 
away from Newcastle ! If i hear him talking so, I'll teach him to 
speak with more reverence of the learned professions. Let me 
hear no more of Tom Hillary, whom you have seen far too much 
of lately. Think a little, like a lad of sense, and tell me what 
answer I am to give Mr. Mon^ada," 

" Tell him," said the boy, the tone of affected sarcasm laid aside, 
and that of injured pride substituted in its room, "tell hint, that 
my scul revolts at the obscure lot he recommends to me. 1 am 
determined to enter my father's profession, the army, unless my 
grandfather chooses to receive me into his house, and place me ia 
his own line of business." 

" Yes, and make you his partner, I suppose, and acknowledge 
you for his heir.'" said Dr. Gray ; "a thmg extremely likely lo 
happen, no doubt, considering the way in which he has brought 
you up all along, and the terms in which be now writes concerning 

" Then, sir, there is one thing which I can demand of you," 
replied the boy. "There is a large sum of money in ;our hand* 
belonging to me ; and since it is consigned to you for mv use, I 
demand you should make the necessary advances to procure k 
commission in the army — account to me for the balance— and so, 
with thanks for past favours, I will give you no trouble in future." 

" Young man," said the Doctor, gravely, " I am very sorry to see 
that your usual prudence and good humour are not proof against 
the disappointment of some idle expectations which you had not 
the slightest reason to entertain. It is very true that there is a 
«um, which, in sptle of various expenses, may still approach to a 
thousand pounds or better, which remains in my hands for your 
behoof But I am bound lo dispose of it according to the will of 
the donor ; and at any rate, you are not entitled to call for it until 
you come to years of discretion ; a period from which you are six 
years distant, according to law, and which, in one sen^e, you wiU 
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never reach at all, unless you alter your present unreaaonable 
crotchets. But come, Dick, tliis is the first time I have seen you 
in so absurd a humour, and you have many things, 1 nivn, in your 
siiuation to apologize for impatience even greater than you have 
displayed. But you should not turn your restnimcnt on me, iliat 
am no way in fault. You should remember, that 1 was yonr earliest 
and only friend, and took charge of you when every other person 
forsook you." 

" 1 do not thank you for it," said Richard, givini; way to a burst 
of uncontrolled passion. " You niighi have done belter for me had 
you pleased." 

" And in what manner, you ungrateful boy ? " said Gray, whose 
composure was a little ruflled, 

" You might have flung me under the wheels of their carriages as 
they drove off, and have let them trample on the body of their 
child, as they have done on his feelings." 

So saying, he rushed out of the room, anti shut the door behind 
him with ^reat violence, leaving his guardian astonished at hil 
sudden and violent change of temper and manner. 

" What the deuce can have possessed him? Ah, well, Hi^h- 
jpirited, and disappointed in some follies which that Tom Hillary 
has put into his hirad. Cut his is a case for anodynes, and shall 
be treated accordingly." 

While the Doctor formed this good-natured resolution, young 
Hiddlemas rushed to Nurse Jamieson's apartment, where poor 
Menic, to whom his presence alivays gave holyday feelings, 
hastened to exhibit, for his admiration, a new do!), of which she 
had made the acquisition. No one, generally, was more inlcrcslcd 



I 

I 



in Menie's amusements than Richard ; but at present Richard, like ^H 

his celebrated namesake, was not i'the vein. He threw off the ^H 

little damsel so carelessly, almost so rudely, that the doll flew out ^H 

I of Mcnie's hand, fell on the hearth-stone, and broke its waxen ^H 

face. The rudeness drew from Nurse Jamieson a rebuke, even ^H 

although the culprit was her darling. ^H 

'■ Hout awa', Richard— that wasna like yoursell, to guide Miss ^H 

Menie that gate.— Haud your tongue. Miss Menie, and I'll soon ^H 

mend the baby's face." ^H 

But if Menic cried, she did not cry for the doil ; and while the ^H 

tears flowed silently down her cheeks, she sat lookmg at Dick ^| 
Middlemas with a childish face of fear, sorrow, and wonder. 
Nurse Jamieson was soon diverted from her aliention to Menie 
Gray's distresses, especially as she did not weep aloud. zn<f her 

^^ attention became fixed on the altered countenance, red eyes, and ^^ 

^^L bwoln features of her darling foster-child. She inslanily com- ^M 
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menced an invcsti;^atiDn into the cause of his distress, after the 
usual inquisitorial manner of matrons of her class. " What is the 
ivi' my bairn?" and "VVha hns been vexing my bairnf 
with simikr quesiiutis, at last ei^tortcd tliis reply : 

" I am not your bairn— I am no one's bairn — no one's son. I 
Btn an outcast from my family, and belong to no one. Dr. Gray 
bas lold me so himself." 

"And did he cast up (o my bairn that he was a bastard? — troth 
he was na blate — my cerlie, your father was a better man than 
ever stood on the Doctor's shanks — a handsome grand gentleman, 
with an ee like a g1ed% and a step like a Highland piper." 

Nurse Jamieson had got on a favourite topic, and would have 
expatiated long enovigh, for she was a professed admirer of mascu- 
line beauty, but there was something which displeased the boy in 
her last simile ; so he cut Ihe conversation short, by asking whether 
she knew exactly how much money his grandfather had left with 
Dr. Gray for his maintenance; " She could not say — didna ken — 
an awfu' sum it was to pass out of ae man's hand — She was sure it 
vasna less than ae hundred pounds, and it might weel be twa." In 
short, she knew nothing about the matter ; but she was sure Dr. 
Gray would count to him to the last farthing ; for everybody kend 
that he was a just man where siller was concerned. However, if 
bcr bairn wanted to ken mair about it, to be sure the Town-clerk 
could tell him all about it." 

Richard Middlemas arose and left the apartment, without saying 
more. He went immediately to visit the old Town-clerk, to whom 
he had made himself acceptable, as, indeed, he had done to most 
of the dignitaries about Ihe burgh. He introduced the conversa- 
tion by the proposal which had been made to him for choosing a 
profession, and after speaking of the mysterious circumstances of 
his birth, and the doubtful prospects which lay before him, he 
easily led the Town-clerk into conversation as to the amount of 
the funds, and heard the exact state of the money in his guardian's 
hands, which corresponded with Ihe information he had already 
received. He next sounded the worthy scribe on the possibility of 
his going into the army ; but received a second coniinnation of the 
intelligence Mr. Gray had given him ; being informed that no part 
of the money could be placed at his disposal till he was of age ; 
and then not without the especial consent of both his guardians, 
and particularly that of his master. He therefore took leave of 
the Town-clerk, who, much approving the cautious manner in 
which he spoke, and his prudent selection of an adviser at this 
important crisis of his life, intimated to him, that should he choose 
the law, he would himself receive him into his office, upon a very 
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Moderate appremice-fce, and would part with Tom Hillary lo 
Tfinke rnom for him, as the lad was "rather pragmatical, and 
pl.igued him with speaking about his English practice, which Ihey 
had noihing to do with on this side of the Border— the Lord be 
thanked I " 

Middlemas thanked (lim for his kindness, and promised to con- 
sider his kind oiTer, in case he should deiermine upon following ihe 
profession of the law. 

From Tom Hillary's master Richard went to Tom Hilhry him- 
self, who chanced then to be in the office. He was a lad about 
twenty, as smart as small, but distinguished for the accuracy with 
which he dressed his hair, and the splendour of a laced hat and 
embroidered waistcoat, with which he graced the church of Middle- 
mas on Sundays. Tom Hillary had been bred an attorney's clerk 
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, but, for some reason or other, had found 
it more convenient of late years to reside in Scotland, and was 
recommended to the Town-clerk of Middlemas, by the accuracy 
and beauty with which he transcribed the records of the burgh. 
]t is not improb.ible that the reports concerning the singular cir- 
cumstances of Richard Middlemas's birth, and the knowledge that 
he was Actually possessed of a considerable sum of money, induced 
Hiikry, though so much his senior, lo admit the lad to his com- 
pany, and enrich his youthful mind with some brAnches of infor- 
mation, which, in that retired corner, his pupil might otherwise 
have been some time in attaining. Amongst these were certain 
gAmes at cards and dice, in which the pupil pnid, as was reason- 
able, the price of initiation by his losses to his instructor. After a 
long walk with this youngster, whose advice, like the unwise son 
of the wisest of men, he probably valued more than that of his 
more aged counsellors, Richard Middlemas returned to his lodgings 
in Stevcniaw's Land, and went to bed sad and supperless. 

The next morning Richard arose with the sun, and his night's 
rest appeared to have had its frequent elTect, in cooling the passions 
and correcting the understanding. Little Menie was the first per- 
son to whom he made the amaiHe hoHorabU; and a much smaller 
propiii.ition than the new doll with which he presented her would 
have been accepted as an atonement for a much greater offence. 
Menie was one of those pure spirits, to whom a sldte of unkiudncjs, 
if the estranged person li.TS been a friend, is a state of pnin, and 
the slightest advance of her friend and protector was sufficient to 
regain al! her childish confidence and .iffection. 

The father did not prove more inexorable than Menie had done. 

Mr. Gray, indeed, thought he had good reason to look cold upon 

H^ticbard at their next meeting, being not a little hurt at the un- 
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graterul trealmeni which he had received on the preceding evening. 
But Middlemas disarmed him at onte, by frankly pleading thai he 
had suffered his mind to be carried away by tiie supposed rank 
and importance of his parents, into an idle conviction that he w3s 
one day to share them. The Jeuer of his grandfather, which con- 
demned him to banishment and obscurity for life, was, he acknow- 
ledged, a very severe blow ; and it was with deep sorrow that he 
reflected, that the irritation of his disappointment had led him to 
express himself in a manner far short of the respect and reverence 
of one who owed Mr. Gray the duly and affection of a son, and 
ought to refer to his decision every action of his life. Gideon, 
propitiated by an admission so candid, and made with so much 
humility, readily dismissed his resentment, and kindly enquired of 
Richard, whether he had bestowed any reflection upon the choice 
yj profession which had been subjected lo him ; offering, at ihe 
same time, to allow him all reasonable (ime to make up his 

On this subject, Richard Middlemas answered wilh the same 
promplilude and candour.— "Hehad/'hesaid, "in order to forming 
his opinion more safely, consulted with his friend, the Town-cIcrk." 
The Doctor nodded approbation. " Mr. Lawford had, indeed, 
been most friendly, and had even offered [o take him Into his own 
office. But if his father and benefactor would permit him to study, 
under his instructions, Ihe noble art in which he himself enjoyed 
Buch a deserved reputation, the mere hope that he might by-and- 
by be of some use to Mr, Gray in his business, would greatly over- 
bal.-tnce every other consideration. Such a course of education, 
and such a use of professional knowledge when he had acquired it, 
would be a greater spur to his industry, than the prospect even of 
becoming Town-clerk of Middlemas in his proper person." 

As Ihe young man expressed it to be his firm and unalterable 
choice, to study medicine under his guardian, and lo remain a 
member of his family, Dr. Gray informed Mr, Monqada of the lad's 
determination; who, to testify his approbation, remitted to Ihe 
Doctor the sum of j^ioo as apprentice fee, a sum nearly three 
times as much as Gray's modesty had hinted at as necessary. 

Shortly after, when Dr. Gray and the Town-clcrk met at the 
small club of the burgh, their joint theme was the sense and sieadi- 
of Richard Middlemas. 

" Indeed," said the Town-clerk, "he is such a friendly and dis- 
iterested bov, that I could not get him to accept a place in my 
for fe.nr he should be thought to be pushing himself forward 
at the expense of Tarn H illory." 

"And, indeed, Clerk,' said Gray, "1 have sometimes been afraid 





Dick was come to high renoivn 
Since he commcnceti physici.ir 

Tom was held by all the town 
The better poliii 

Tom and Dic\ 

At the same period when Dr. Gray took under his chai ge his 
youthfu] lodger Richard Middlemas, he received proposals from 
the friends of one Adam Hartley, lo receive him also as an ippren> 
tice. The lad was the son of a respectable farmer on the £ngiish 
side of the Border, who, educating his eldest son to his oi'n occu- 
pation, desired to make his second a medical man. in order to avail 
himself of the fiiendship of a great man, his landlord, who had 
cfierrd to assist his views in life, and represented a doctor or sur- 
geon as the sort of person to whose advantage his inicieit could be 
most readily applied. Middlemas and Hartley were therefore 
associated in their studies. In winter they were boardc4 in Edin- 
burgh, for attending the medical classes which were n(,cesaary for 
taking their degree. Three or four years thus passed ou, and, from 
being mere boys, the two medical aspirants shot up into young 
men, who, being both very good-looking, well dressed, well bred, 
and having money in their pockets, became personages of some 
importance in the little town of Middlemas, where there was scarce 
any thing that coutd be termed an aristocracy, and in which beaux 
were scarce and belles were plenty. 

Each of the two had his especial partisans ; for though the young 
men themselves lived in tolerable harmony together, yet, as usual 
in such cases, no one could approve of one of them, without at the 
same lime comparing him with, and asserting his superiority over 
bis companion. 

Both were gay, fond of dancing, and sedulous attendants on tha 
fraeUeaings, as he called Ihcni, of Mr. M'Fiiioch, a dancing- 
master, who, itinerant during the summer, became stationary in 
the winter season, and afforded the youth of Middlemas the benefit 
of his instructions at the rate of twenty lessons for five shiUings 
sterling. On these occasions, each of Dr. Gray's pupils h.id his 
aippropriate praise. Hartley danced with most spirit— Middlemas 
L«ilh a better grace. Mr. M'Fitioch would have turned out Ricliard 
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against the eountrj-.side in tlie minuet, and wagered (he thing 
dearest to him in the world, (and that was his kii.) upon his assured. 
sup«riority i but he admitted Hartley was superior to him in horn- 
pipes, jigs, strathspeys, and reels. 

In dress. Hartley was most expensive, perhaps hecause his father 
aflbrdedhim better means of being so ; but his clotlies were neither . 
so ta.steful when new, nor so well preserved when ihcy began to 
grow old, as those of Richard Middlemas, Adam Hartley was 
, at other times rather sloi-enly, and on the former 
.) looked rather loo conscious of his splendour. His chum 
was at all times regularly neat and well dressed ; while at the same 
lime he had an air of good- breeding, which made him appear 
always at ease ; so that his dress, whatever it was, seemed to be 
just what he ought to have worn at the time. 

In iheir persons there was a still more strongly marked dislinc- 
tion. Adam Hartley was full middle size, stoul, and well limbed ; 
and an open English countenance, of the genuine Saxon mould, 
showed itself among chestnut locks, until the hair-dresser destroyed 
them. He loved the rough exercises of wrestling, boxing, leaping, 
and quarter-staff, and frequented, when he could obtain leisure, the 
bul!-baitings and foot-ball matches, by which the burgh was some- 
times enlivened. 

Richard, on the contrary, was dark, like his father and mother, 
with high features, beautifully formed, hut exhibiting something of 
a foreign character ; and his person was tall and slim, though 
muscular and aaive. His address and manners must have been 
natural to him, for they were, in elegance and ease, far beyond any 
example which he could have found in his native burgh. He 
learned the use of the small-sword while in Edinburgh, and took 
lessons from a performer at the theatre, with the purpose of rctining 
bis mode of speaking. He became also an amaleur of the drama, 
regularly attending the playhouse, and assuming the tone of a 
critic in that and other lighter deparlmcnls of literature. To HIl 
up the ccntrasi, so far as taste was concerned, Kich.ird was a dex- 
terous and successful angler — Adam, a bold and unerring shot. 
Their efforts lo surpass each other in supplying Dr. Gray's table, 
rendered his house-keeping much preferable to what it had been on 
former occasions ; and, besides, small presents of fish and game 
Me always agreeable amongst the inhabitants of a country io«-n, 
and contributed to increase the popularity of the young sports- 
men. 

While the burgh was divided, for lack of better subject of dis- 
putation, concerning the comparative merits of Dr. Gray's two 
Bppreiitieita, he himself was sometimes chosen tbc referee. But in 
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i on other matters, the Doctor was cautious. He laid the 
lads tvere both good l3cls, and would be useful men in the pro- 
fession, if their heads were not carried with the notice which the 
(oohsh people of the burgh took of them, and the parties of plea- 
sure that were so often taking them away from their business. No 
doubt it was natural for him to feel more confidence in Hartley, who 
came of ken'd folk, and was very near as good as a born Scotsman. 
l3i:t if he did feel such a partiality, he blamed himself for it, since 
the stranger child, so oddly cast upon his hands, had pecuhar good 
ri^ht to such patronage and affection as he had to bestow ; and 
truly the young man himself seemed so grateful, that it was impos- 
sible for him to hint the slightest wish, that Dick Middlemas did 
not hasten to execute. 

There were persons in the burgh of Middlemas who were indis- 
creet enough to suppose that Miss Menie must be a better judge 
than any other person of the comparative merits of these accom- 
plished personages, respecting which the public opinion was gene- 
rally divided. No one even of her greatest intimates ventured to 
put the question to her in precise terms ; but her conduct was 
narrowly cbserved, and the critics remarked, that to Adam Hartley 
her attentions were given more freely and frankly. She lauglied 
wiLh him, chatted with him, and danced with him ; while to Dick 
Middlemas her conduct was more shy and distant. The premises 
seemed certain, but the pubhc were divided in the conclusions 
which were to be drawn from them. 

It was not possible for the young men to be the subject of such 
discussions without being sensible that they existed ; and llms 
coniiasted together by the little society in which they moved, they 
must have been made of better than ordinary clay, if they had not 
themselves entered by degrees into the spirit of the controversy, 
and considered themselves as rivals for public applause. 

Nor is it to be forgotten, that Menie Gray was by this time shot 
up into one of the prettiest young women, not of Middlemas 
only, but of the whole county, in which the little burgh is situated. 
This, indeed, had been settled by evidence, which could not b« 
esteemed short of decisive. At the time of the races, there were 
usually assembled in the burgh some company of the higher classes 
from the country around, and many of the sober burghers mended 
(heir incomes, by letting their apartments, or taking in lodgers oi 
quality for the busy week. All the rural thanes and tlianesses 
attended on these occasions ; and such was the number of cocked 
hats and silken trains, that the little town seemed for a time totally 
to have changed its inhabitants. On this occasion, persons of a 
certain quality only were pcnnitted to attend upon tbe nightly balls 
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which were given in the old Townhouse, and the hne of dislinciion 
excluded Mr. Crny's family. 

The aristocracy, however, used their privileges with some feelings 
of deference to the native beaux and belles of the burgh, who were 
thus doomed to Uear the fiddles nightly, without being pemiitted 
to dance lo them. One evening in the race-week, termed ihe 
Hunters' Ball, was dedicated lo general amuscmeni, and liberated 
from the usual restrictions of etiquette. On this occasion all the 
respectable families in the town were invited lo share the amuse- 
ment of the evening, and to wonder at the finery, and be grateful 
for the condescension, of (heir betters. This was especially the 
case with the females, for the number of invitations to the gentle- 
men of the town was much more limited. Now, at this general 
muster, the beauty of Miss Gray's face and person had placed Iter, 
in the opinion of all competent judges, decidedly at the head ol all 
the belles present, saving those with whom, according to the 
ideas of the place, it would hardly have been decent to compare her. 

The Laird of the ancient and distinguished house of Loupon- 
height did not hesiiate to engage her hand during the greater part 
of the evening ; and his mother, renowned for her stem assertion 
of the distinctions of rank, placed the hltle plebeian beside her at 
supper, and was heard to say, that the surgeon's daughter beliaved 
very prettily indeed, and seemed to know perfectly well where and 
what she was. As for the young Laird himself, he capered so high, 
and laughed so uproariously, as to give rise to a rumour, that he 
was minded to " shoot madly from his sphere," and to convert the 
village Doctor's daughter into a lady of his own ancient 

During this memorable evening, Middlemas, and Hartley, who 
had found room in the music gallery, witnessed the scene, and, as 
it would seem, with very different feelings. Hartley was evidently 
annoyed by the excess of attention which the gallant Laird of 
Louponheight, stimulated by Ihc iniluence of a couple of botlics of 
claret, and. by Ihe presence of a partner who danced remarkably 
well, paid to Miss Menie Gray. He saw from his lofty stand all 
the dumb show of gallantry, with the comfortable feelings of a 
famishing creature looking upon a feast which he is not permitted 
to share, and regarded every extraordinary frisk of the jovial Laird, 
as tne same might have been looked upon by a gouty person, who 
apprehended that the dignitary was about to descend on his toes. 
At length, unable to restrain his emotion, he kit the gallery aad 
relumed no more. 

Far different was the demeanour of Middlemas. He seemed 
gratihed aad elevated by the attention which was generally paid to 
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Miss Gray, and by the admiration she excited. On the valiant 
Laird of Louponheighl he looked with indcscribalile contempt, and 
Btnused himself with pointing out to the burgh dancing-master, 
who acted pro Umpore as one of llie band, the froUcsome bounds 
and piroucltcs, in which that worthy displayed a great deal more 
of vigour than of grjce. 

" But ye shouidna laugh sae loud. Master Dick," said the master 
of capers i "he hasna had the advantage of a real gracefu' teacher, 
as ye have had \ and troth, if he lifted to tak some lessons, I think 
I could make some hand of his feet, for he is a souple chicld, and 
has a gallant instep of his ain ; and sic a laced hat hasna been 
seen on the causeway of Middlciniii this mony a day. — Ve are 
standing laughing there, Dick Middlemas; I would have you 
be sure he does not cut you out with your bonny partner 

"He be !" Middlemas was beginning a sentence which 

could not have concluded with strict attention to propriety, when 
the master of the band summoned M'Fitloch to his post, by the 
following ireful expostulation: — "What arc ye about, sirf Mind 
your bow-hand. How the deil d'ye think three fiddles is to keep 
down a bass, if yin o' ihem stands girning and gabbling as ye'rc 
doing? Play up, sir ! " 

Dick Middlemas, thus reduced to silence, continued, from his 
lofty station, like one of the gods of the Epicureans, to survey 
wh.nt passed below, without the gaieties which he witnessed being 
able 10 excite more than a smile, which seemed, however, rather 
to indicate a good-humoured contempt for what was passing than 
% benevolent sympathy with the pleasures of others, 

1^ Ok the morning after this gay evening, the two young men 
nere labouring together in a plot of ground behind Sievenlaw's 
Land, which the Doctor had converted into a garden, where he 
raised, with a view to pharmacy as welt as botany, some rare 
plants, which obtained the place from the vulgar the sounding 
e of the Physic Gardeo.* Mr. Gray's pupds readiLy complied 



CHAPTER IV. 

Mow hold thy tongue, Billy Bewick, he said, 

Of peaceful talking let ine be : 
But if thou art a man, as I think thou art, 

Come ower the dike and fight with me. 

Border Minitrd^, 
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with hii. wishes, that they "would lake some care of this favourita 
spot, to whicli both contribiilcd their labours, after which Hartley 
used to devote himself to the cultivation of the kilchcii garden, 
which he had raised into this respectabihty from a spot not c:<ceU 
ling a common kail-yard, while Richard Middlemas did his utmost 
to decorate »ith flowers and shrubs a sort of arbour, usually called 
Miss Menie's bower. 

At present, they were both in the botanic patch of the garden, 
when Dick Middlemas asked Hartley why he had left the ball so 
soon the evening before ? 

" I should rather ask you," said Hartley, " what pleasure you felt 
in Slaying there ? — I tell you, Dick, it is a shabby low place this 
Middlemas of ours. In the smallest burgh in England, everf 
decent freeholder would have been asked if the Member gave ft 
ball." 

" What, Hartley 1 " said his companion, " are you, of all men, a 
candidate for the honour of mixing with the first born of Ihe earth? 
Mercy on «S ! How will canny Northumberland (throwing a true 
northern accent on the Icitcr R,) acquit himself? Mcthinks I see 
thee in thy pea-green suit, dancing a jig with the Honourable Miss 
Maddie MacFudgeon, while chiefs and thanes around laugh as they 
would do at a hog in armour !" 

" You don't, or perhaps you won't, understand me," said Hartley. 
" I am not such a foo! as to desire to be hail-fellow-wcU-met with 
these tine folks— I care as little for them as they do for me. But 
as they do not choose (o ask us to dance, 1 don't see what business 
they hare with our partners." 

"Partners, said youp answered Middlemas; "I don't think 
Menie is very often yours." 

" As often as 1 ask her," answered Hartley, rather haughtily. 

"Ay? Indeed?— I did not think that.— And hang me, if I think 
K> yet," said Middlemas, with the same sarcastic tone. "I tell thee, 
Ailam, I wilt bet you a bowl of punch, that Miss Cray will not 
dance with you the next lime you ask her. All I stipubte, is to 
know the day." 

" I will lay no bets about Miss Gray," said Hartley ; " her father 
Is my master, and I am obliged to him— I think I should act very 
icurvily, if I were to make her the subject of any idle debate betwixt 

" Very right," replied Middlemas ; " you should finish one quarrel 
before you begin another. Pray, saddle your pony, ride up to the 
gate of Loupontaeight Castle, and defy the Daron to mortal combat, 
for having presumed to touch the fair hand of Menie Gray." 

* I wish you would leave Miss Gray's name out of the question. 
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d take your defiances to your fine folks in your own name, and 

e what ihey will say to ilie surgeon's apprentice." 

" Speak for yourself, if you please, Mr. Adam Hartley. I was 
not bom a down, like some folks, and should care little, if I saw it 
fit, 10 talk to the best of them at the ordinary, and make myself 
understood too." 

" Very likely," answered Hariley, losing patience ; " you are one 
of themselves, you know— Middlemas of that Ilk." 

"You scoundrel 1" said Kichard, advancing on him in fury, hia 
taunting humour entirely changed into rage. 

" Stand back," said Hartley, " or you will come by the worst ; if 
you will break rude jests, you must put up with rough answers.' 

" I will have satisraclioti for this insuli, by Heaven I ' 

"Why, so you shall, if you insist on it," said Hartley; "but 
better, I think, to say no more about the matter. We have both 
spoken what would have been better left unsaid. 1 was in the 
wrong to say what I said to you, although you did provoke me. — 
And now 1 have given you as much satisfaction as a. reasonable 
man can ask." 

" Sir," repeated Middlcmas, " the salisfaclion which I demand, is 
that of a gentleman— the Doctor has a pair of pistols." 

",\nd a pair of mortars also, which are heartily at your service, 
gentlemen," said Mr. Gray, coming forward from behind a yew 
hedge, where he had listened to the whole or greater pari of this 
dispute. "A fine slory it would be of my apprentices shooting each 
other with my own pistols I Let mc sec either of you fit to treat a 
gunshot wound, before you think of inflicting one Go, you are 
Loth very Coolisli boys, and I cannot take it kind of either of you to 
bring the name of my daughter into such disputes as these. Hark 
je. lads, ye both owe me, I Ihink, some portion of respect, and even 
of gratitude — it will be a poor return, if, instead of living t|uieily 
with this poor motherless girl, like brothers with a sister, ;ou should 
oblige me to increase my expense, and abridge my comfort, by 
■ending my child from me, (or the few months that you are to 
remain here. Let mc see you shake hands, and let us have no 
more of this nonsense." 

While their master spoke in this manner, both the young men 
stood before him in the attitude of self-convicted criminals. At the 
conclusion of his rebuke. Hartley turned frankly round, and offered 
bis hand to his companion, who accepted it, but after a moment's 
hesitation. There was nothing furtlicr passed on the subject, but 
the lads never resumed the same sort of intimacy which had existed 
betwixt ihcm in their earlier acquaintance. On the contrary, 
L Avoiding every caiinexion aot absolutely required by their si 
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and abridging as much as possible even their indispensable inteita 
course in professional mailers, ihcy seemed as much estranged frora 
each other as two persons residing in the same srnall house had the 
means of bein^. 

As for Menie Cray, her father did not appear to entertain iha 
least anxiety ujjon her account, ahhough from his frequent .ind 
almost daily absence from home, she was exposed to constant 
intercourse witli two handsome young men, both, it might be sup- 
posed, ambitious of pleasing her more than most parents would 
have deemed entirely prudent. Nor was Nurse Jamicson, — her 
menial situation, and her excessive partiality for her foster- son, con- 
sidered, — altogether such a matron as could afford her proteclion. 
Gideon, however, knew that his daughter possessed, in its fullest 
extent, the upright and pure integrity of his own character, and that 
never father had less reason to apprehend that a daughter should 
deceive his confidence ; and, justly secure of her principles, he 
overlooked the danger to which he exposed her feelings andaffeciions. 

The intercourse betwixt Menie and the young men seemed now 
of a guarded kind on all sides. Their meeting was only at meals, 
and Miss Gray was at pains, perhaps by her father's recommenda- 
tion, to treat them wiih the same degree of attention. This, how- 
ever, was no easy matter ; for Hartley became so retiring, cold, and 
formal, that it was impossible for her to sustain any prolonged 
intercourse with him; whereas Middleman, perfectly at his ease, 
sustained his part as formerly upon all occasions that occurred, and 
without appearing to press his intimacy assiduously, seemed never- 
theless to retain the complete possession of iL 

The lime drew nigh at length when the young men, freed from 
the engagements of their indentures, must look to play their own 
independent p.irt in the world, Mr. Gray informed Richard Middle* 
mas that he had written pressingly upon the subject to Mongada, 
and that more than once, but had not yet received an answer j nor 
did he presume to offer his own advice, until the pleasure of his 
grandfather should be known. Richard seemed to endure this sus- 
pense with morepaiicnceihan the Doctor thought belongednaturally 
to his character. He asked no qucstinns— staled no conjectures — 
showed no anxiety, but seemed to await with patience the turn which 
events should tnke. "My young gentleman," thought Mr. Gray, 
" has either lixed on some course in his own mind, or he is about to 
be more tractable than some points of his character have led me to 

In fact, Richard had made an experiment on this inflexible re- 
lative, by sending Mr. Mongada a letter full of duty, and affrction, 
and gratitude, desiring to be permitted to correspond with him in 
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person, and promising to be guided in ei'cry particular by his wilL 
The answer lo this appeal was his own letter returned, with a note 
from (he bankers whose cover had been used, saying, that any 
future attempt to intrude on Mr. Mon;ada, would put a final period 

While things were in this situation in Stevenlaw's Land, Adatr, 
Hartley one evening, contrary to his custom for several months, 
lought a private interview with his fellow- apprentice. He found 
him in the little arbour, and could not omit obsening, ihat Dick 
Middlemas, on his appearance, shoved into his bosom a small 
packet, as if afraid of its being seen, and snatching up a hoe, began 
lo work with great devotion, like one who wished to have it thought 
thai his wiiole soul was in his occupation. 

*' I wished to speak with you, Mr. Middlemas," said Hartley ; 
"but I fear I interrupt you." 

" Not in the least," said the other, laying down his hoc ; "1 ww 
only scratching up the weeds which ihc late showers have made 
rush up so numerously. I am at your service." 

Hartley proceeded to the arbour, and seated himself. Richard 
imitated his example, and seemed to n-aii (or the proposed com- 
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"I have had an interesting communication with Mr. Gray" — 
laid Hartley, and there slopped, like one who finds himself enter- 
ing upon a difficult task. 

"I hope the explanation has been satisfactory?" said Middlemas 

"Vou shall judge.— Doctor Gray was pleased to say something 
to me very civil about my proficiency in the duties of our profession ; 
and, to my great astonishment, asked me, whether, as he was now 
becoming old, I had any particular objection to continue in my 
present situation, but with some pecuniary advantages, for two 
years longer ; at the end of which he promised to me that 1 should 
inter into partnership with him." 

"Mr. Cray is an undoubted judge," said Middlemas, "what 
person will best suit him as a professional assistant. The business 
may be worth £200 a-year, and an active assistant might go nigh 
to double it, by riding Strath-Devan and the Carse, No great 
Bubject for division after all, Mr. Hanley." 

" Bui," continued Hartley, " that is not all. The Doctor says — 

i'he proposes — in sliort, if I can render myself agreeable, in the 

course of ihcse two years, to Miss Menie Gray, he proposes, Ihat 

when they terminate, I should become his son as well as his 

.partner." 

As he spoke, he kept his eye fixed on Richard's face, which was 
tor a moment strongly agitated ; but instantly recovering, he 
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answered, in a tone where pique and ofTendcd pride vainly ei»« 
deavourcd lo disguise themseives under an alTcciaiion of in* 
difference, '' Well, Master Adam, I cannat but wish yoii joy of the 
palriarclial arrangement. You have served five years for a pro- 
fessional diploma— a sort of Leah, that privilege of killing and 
curing. Now you bejin a new course of servitude for a lovely 
Rach.-iel. Undoubtedly— perhaps it is rude in mc 10 ask—but un- 
doubtedly you have accepted so flaticring an arrangement ? " 

" You cannot but recollect there was a condition annexed," said 
Hartley, gravely. 

" That of rendering yourself acceptable to a girl you have Icnown 
for so many years?" said Middlemas, with a half- sup pressed sneer. 
" No great difficulty in that, I should Ihink, For such a person aa 
Mr. Hartley, with Doctor Cray's favour lo back htm. No, no- 
there could be no great obstacle there." 

"Both you and I know tlie contrary, Mr. Middlemas," said 
Hartley, very seriously. 

"I know? — Hoiv should I know anything more than yourself 
about the state of Miss Gray's incUnations?" said Middlemas. " I 
am sure we have had equal access to know them." 

*' Perhaps so ; but some know better how to avail themselves 
of opportunities. Mr. Middlemas, I have long suspected th^l you 
have had the inestimable advantage of possessing Miss Cray'* 
afTeciions, and " 

"I?" — interrupted Middlemas; "you are jesting, or you are 
jealous. You do yourself less, and me more, tban justice i but the 
compliment is so great, that I am obliged to you for the mistake." 

"That you may know,' answered Hartley, " I do not speak either 
by guess, or from what you call jealousy, I tell you frankly, that 
Mcnie Gray herself told me the state of her affections. 1 naturally 
communicated to her the discourse I had with her father. I told 
her 1 was but too well convinced that at the present moment I did 
not possess that interest in her heart, which alone might entitle me 
to request her acquiescence in the views which her father's goodnesi 
held out to me ; but I entreated her not at once to decide against 
me, but give me an opportunity to make way in her affections, if 
possible, trusting that time, and the services which I should render 
to her father, might have an ultimate effect in my favour." 

" A most natural and modest request But what did the yoting 
lady say in reply?" 

" She is a noble-hearted girl, Richard Middlemas ; and for her 
frankness alone, even without her beauty and her good sense, 
deserves an emperor. I cannot express the graceful modesty with 
«hich she told me, that she knew too well the kindliness, as she u-u 
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pleased 10 call it. of my heart, to expose me to the protracted pain of 
an unrequited passlnn. Hhe candidly informed me ihat she had been 
long cn},'aged to you in secret — that you had cxchaiiijed poniaits j 
—and though without her father's consent she would never become 
yours, yet she felt it impossible that she should ever so far cliange 
her sentiments as to afford the most distant prospect of success to 
another." 

'■Upon my word," said Middlemas, "she has been extremely 
candid indeed, and ] am very much obliged to her ! " 

" And upon my honest word, Mr. Middlemas," returned Hartley, 
" You do Mias Giay tlie greatest injustice — nay, you are ungraieful 
to her, if you are displeased at her making this declaration. She 
loves you as a woman loves the first object of her affection— she 
loves you better"— He stopped, and Middlemas completed the 
sentence. 

" Better than I deserve, perhaps ?— Faith, it may well be so, and I 
love her dearly in return. Uut after all, you know, ihc secret was 
mine as well as hers, and it would have been better that she had 
consulted me before making it public." 

" Mr. Middlemas," said Hartley earnestly, "if the least of this 
feeling, on your part, arises from ilie apprehension that your secret 
is less safe because it is in my keeping, 1 can assure you that such 
is my grateful sense of Miss Cray's goodness, in communicating, to 
save me pain, an affair of such delicacy to herself and you, that 
wild horses should (ear me limb from limb before they forced a 
word of it from my lips." 

" Nay, nay, my dear friend," said Middlemas, with a frankness of 
manner indicating a coidialiiy that had not existed between ihem 
for some time, " you must allow me to be a liiile jealous in my 
turn. Your true loi er cannot have a title to the name, unless he be 
sometimes unreasonable ; and somehow, it seems odd she should 
h.ivc chosen for a confidant one whom I have often thought a for- 
midable rival ; and yet I am so far from being displeased, that I 
do not know that the dear sensible girl could after all have made a 
better choice. It is lime that the foolish coldness between us should 
be ended, as you must be sensible that its real cause lay in our 
rivalry. I have much need of good advice, and who can give it to 
me better than the old companion, whose soundness of judgment I 
have always envied, even when some injudicious friends have given 
me credit for quicker parts ? " 

Hartley accepted Klchard's proffered hand, but without any <A 
the buoyancy of spirit with which it was offered. 

" I do not intend," he said, " to remain many days in this plac^ 
perhaps not very many hours. But if, in the meanwhile, I can 
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tenefit you, by advice or otherwise, you may fully command me. 
It is tliconly mode in which I can be of service to Mcnie Gray," 

" Lo\ e my mistress, love me ; a happy pendant to the old proverb^ 
Love me, love my dog. Well, then, for Menie Gray's sake, if not 
for Dick Middleman's, (plague on that vulgar tell-tale namej will 
you, that are a siandcr-by, cell us who are the unlucky players, what 
you think of this game of ours f " 

" How can you ask such a question, when the field lies so fair 
before you ? I am sure that Doctor Gray would retain you as fail 
assistant upon the same terms which he proposed to me. You aro 
the belter match, in all worldly respects, for his daughter, haviof 
some capital to begin the world with." 

"All true— but methinks Mr. Gray has showed no great pre- 
dilection for me in this matter." 

"If he has done injustice to your indisputable merit," said 
Hartley drily, " the preference of his daughter has more than 
atoned for it." 

" Unquestionably ; and dearly, therefore, do I love her; othei^ 
wise, Adam, I am not a person to grasp at the leavings of other 
people." 

" Richard," replied Hartley, " thai pride of yours, if you do not 
check it, will render you both ungrateful and miserable. Mr, 
Gray's ideas arc must friendly. He told me plainly, that his choice 
of me as an assistant, and as a mcml>er of his family, had been a 
long time balanced by his early affcclion for you, until he thought 
he had remarked in you a decisive discontent with such limited pro- 
specls as his offer contained, and a desire to go abroad into the world, 
and push, as it is called, your fortune. He said, that although it 
was very probable that you might love his daughter well enough to 
relinquish these ambitious ideas for her sake, yet the demons of 
Ambition and Avarice would return after the cxorciser Love had 
exhausted the force of his spells, and then he thought he would 
have just reason to be anxious for his daughter's happiness." 

"By my faith, the worthy senior speaks scholarly and wisely," 
answered Richard—" I did not think he had been so clear-sighted. 
To say the truth, but for the beautiful Menie Gray, I should feel 
Lke a mill horse, walking my daily round in this dull countiy, while 
other gay rovers arc trying how the world will receive them. For 
instance, where do you yourself go?" 

" A cousin of my mother's commands a ship in the Companj-'s 
service. I intend lo go with hitn as surgeon's mate. It 1 like the 
sea service, 1 will continue in it ; if not, I will enter some other 
line." This Hartley said with a sigh. 

"To India!" answered Richard; "happy dog— to India 1 You 
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may well bear with equanimity all disappointments sustained on 
lliis side of the globe. Oh, Delhi ! oh, Golconda ! have your 
names no power to conjure down idle recollections ?— India, where 
goI4 is won by steel ; wliere a brave man cannot pitch his desire of 
fame and wealth so high, but that he may realiie it, if he have 
fortune to his friend ? Is it possible that the bold adventurer can 
fix his thoughts on you, and still be dejected at the thoughts that 
a bonny blue-eyed lass looked favourably on a less lucky fellow than 
himself.' Can this be?" 

'■ Less lucky?" said Hartley, "Can you, the accepted lover of 
Menie Gray, speak in that tone, even though It be in jest ! " 

" Nay, Adam," said Richard, " don't be angry with me, because, 
being thus far successful, I rate my good fortune not quite so rap- 
turously as perhaps you do, who have missed the luck of it. Your 
philosophy should tell you, that the object which we attain, or are 
■ure of attaining, loses, perhaps, even by that very certainty, a little 
of the extravagant and ideal value, which attached to it while the 
object of feverish hopes and af;uish fears. But for all that, I 
cannot live without my sweet Menle. I would wed her to-morrow, 
with all my soul, without thinking a minute on the clog which so 
early a marriage would fasten on our heels. Cut to spend tivo 
additional years in this infernal wilderness, cruiiing after crowns 
and half-crowns, when worse men are making lacs and crorcs of 
rupees— It is a sad falling off, Adam. Counsel me, my friend, — 
can you not suggest sonie mode of getting off from these two years 
of destined dulness ? " 

"Not I," replied Hartley, scarce repressing his displeasure; 
"and if 1 could induce Dr. Gray to dispense with so reasonable a 
(Mndiiion, 1 should be very sotry to do so. You are but tweniy- 
one, and if such a period of probation was, in the Doctor's prudence, 
judged necessary for me, who am full two years older, I have no 
idea that he wilt dispense with it in yours." 

" Perhaps not," replied Middlem.is ; " but do you not think that 
these two, or call them three, years of probation, had better be spent 
in India, where much may be done in a hitle while, than here, where 
nothing can be done save just enough to get salt to our broth, or 
broth to our salt ? Methinks 1 have a natural turn for India, and 
so I ought. My father was a soldier, by the conjecture of all who 
Mw him, and gave me a love of the sword, and an arm to use one. 
My mother's father was a rich trafficker, who loved wealth, I 
warrant me, and knew how to get ii. This petty two hundred a- 
year, with its miserable and precarious possibilities, to be shared 
with the old gentleman, sounds in the ears of on: like me, who 
have the world for the winning, and a sword to cut my way through 
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it, like something little better than a decent kind of b^ggaiy. Menis 1 

is in herself a gem— a diamond— I admil it. But then, one would 

not set such a precious jewel in lead or copper, but in pure gold j 

ay, and add a, circlf^c of brilliants to set it off with. Be a good 

feiloiv, Adnm, and undertake the setting my project in proper 
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■hall be in fancy relieving soiv 
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spend this short time of probation 

sure my heart will be there at any 

ome bumpkin for an inflammation,! 
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■ own cause, man, for I may be brought 

ing. before 1 make my pack up; then ' 

ill be free and open, and, as you uill be pos- 

ID, you may take her 



&essed of the siiuntion of comforter e 
' with a tear in her ee,' as 

" Mr. Richard Middlemas," said Hartley, "1 wish it were possible 
for me to tell you, in ihe few- words which 1 inttnd to bestow on 
you. whether 1 pily you or despise you the most. Heaven hat 
placed happiness, competence, and content within your power, and 
you are willing to cast them away, to gratify ambition and avarice. 
Were 1 to give an advice on this subject, cither to Dr. Gray or his 
daughier, it would be to break off all connexion with a man, who, 
howtver clever by nature, may soon show himself a fool, and how- 
ever honestly brought up, may also, upon temptation, prove himself 
a vilbin. — You may lay aside the sneer, which is designed to be a 
■arcastic smile. I will not attempt to do this, because I am con- 
vinced that my advice would be of no use. unless It could come un- 
attended with suspicion of my motives. 1 wdl hasten my departure 
from this house, that we may not meet again ; and I will leave il to 
God Almighty to protect honesty and innocence against the danger* 
which must attend vanity and folly." So saying, he turned con- 
temptuously from the youthful votary of ambition, and left the 

'■ Stl^p," said Middiemaf, struck with the picture which had been 
held up (o his conscience—" Stop, Adam Hartley, and 1 will confess 
to you"— But his words were uttered In a faint and hesitating 
manner, and either never re.iched Hardey's ear, or faiied in chan^ 
ing his purpose of dep.irlure. 

When he was out of the garden, Middlemas- began to recall his 
usual boldness of disposition-" Had he stayed a moment longer," 
he said, " I would have turned Papist, and made him my ghostly 
confessor. The yeomanly churl !— I would give something to 
know how he has got such a hank over me. What are Menie 




ray's cnEagements to him ? She has given him 
' what right has he to come bclnixt her and m«? If old Mon^ada 
had done a grandfather's duty, and made suitable settlements on 
me, this plan of maming the sweet giil, and settling here in her 
native place, might have done well enough. But to live the life of 
the poor drudge her father — to be at the command and call of 
every boor for twenty miles round ! — why, the labours of a higgler, 
who travels scares of miles to barter pins, ribands, snuff and 
tobacco, against the house-ivife's private sloelc of eggs, mort-skins, 
and talloiv, is more prolitable, less laborious, and faith, I think, 
equally respectable. No, no,— unless I can find wealth rearer 
borne, I will seek it where every one can have it for the gathering j 
and so 1 will down to the Sivan Inn, and hold a final consultation 
with my friend," 
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The friend whom MiJdlemas expected to meet at the Swan, wai 
■ person already mentioned in this history by the name of Tom 
Hillary, bred an attorney's clerk in the ancient town of Novum 
Caslrum— rfflrfHf utriusgue Jurit, as far as a few months in the 
service of Mr. Lawford, Town-Clerk of Middlemas, could render 
him so. The last mention that we made of this gentleman, was 
whi?n his gold-laced hat veiled its splendour before the fresher 
mounted beavers of the 'prentices of Dr. Gray. That was now 
about five years since, and it was witliin six months that he had 
made his appearance in Middlemas, a very different sort of per- 
sonage from that which he seemed at his departure. 

He was now called Captain ; his dress was regimental, and hij 
I.inguage martiaL He seemed to have plenty of cash, for he not 
only, to the great surprise of the parties, paid certain old debts, 
which he had left unsettled behind him, and that notwithstanding' 
his Laving, as his old practice told him, a good defence of pre- 
sciiption, but even sent the minister a guinea, to the assistance of 
the parish poor. These acts of justice and benevolence were 
bruited abroad greatly to the honour of one, who, so long absent, 
had neither forgoiien his just debts, nor hardened his heart against 
the cries of the needy. His merits were thought the higher, when 
it was understood he had served the honourable Kast India 
Company — that wonderful company of merchants, who may indeed, 
with the strictest propriety, be termed princes. It was about the 
fuddle of the eighteenth century, and the directors in Lcadenhall 
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Street were silently laying the foundation of that 
which afterwards rose like an exhalation, anij 
Europe, as well as Asia, with its formidable cxicnl, and stupendous 
strength. Britain had now begun to lend a wondering ear to the 
account of battles fought, and cities won, in ihe East j and was 
surprised by the return of individuals who had left their native 
cou n I rj' as adventurers, but now reappeared there surrounded by 
Oriental wealth and Oriental luxury, which dimmed even the 
splendour of the most wealthy of the British nobilily. In this new- 
found El Dorado, H illary had, it seetns, been a labourer, and, if he 
told truth, to some purpose, though he was far from haiin^ com- 
pleted ihe harvest which he meditated. He spoke, indeed, of 
making investments, and, as a mere mailer of fancy, he consulted 
his old master. Clerk Lawford, concerning the purchase of a moor- 
land farm, of three thousand acres, for which he would be content 
to give three or four thousand guineas, providing the game was 
plenty, and the Irouting in the brook such as had been represented 
by advertisement. But h« did not wish to make any extensive 
landed purchase at present It was necessary to keep up his in* 1 
lerest in Leadenhall Street ; and in that view, it would be impolitic ' 
to part with his India slock and India bonds. In short, it was 
foily to think of settling on a poor thousand or twelve hundred 
a-year, when one was in the prime of life, and had no liver ccm- 
plaint ; and so he was determined to double the Cape once ag;iin, 
ere he retired to the chimney corner of life. All he wished was, to 
pick up a fL-w clever fellows for his regiment, or rather for hi^ own 
company ; and as in all his travels he had never seen finer fellows 
than about MiJdlemas, be was willing to give them the preference 
in completing his levy. In fact, it was making men of ihcm at 
once, for a few white faces never failed to strike terror into these 
black rascals ; and then, not to mention the good things that were 
going at the storming of a Petlah, or the plundering of a Pagoda, 
most of these tawny dogs carried so much treasure about their 
persons, that a won battle was equal to a mine of gold to the 
victors. 

The natives of Middlemas listened to the noble Captain's mar\'e!s 
with different feelings, as their temperaments were saturnine or 
sanguine. But none could deny that such things had been ; and as 
the narrator was known to be a bold dashing fellow, possessed of 
some abilities, and, according to the general opinion, not likely to 
be withheld by any peculiar scruples of conscience, there was no 
giving any good reason why Hillary should rot have been as sue* 
eeasful as others in the field, whicii India, agiuted as it was bj 

wand intestine disorder), seemed to of>'er to every ciuriprising 
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adventurer. He was accordingly received by his old acquaintances 
at Middlemas rather with the respect due to his supposed wealth, 
than in a manner corresponding with his former humble pre- 
tensions. 

Some of the not.ibles of the village did indeed keep aloof. 
Among these, the chief was Dr. Cray, who was an enemy to every 
tiling that approached to fanfaronade, and knew enough of the 
world to lay it down as a sort of general rule, that he who t^lks a 
great deal of fishting is seldom a brave soldier, and he who always 
speaks about wealth is seldom a rich man at bottom. Clerk Laiv- 
ford was also shy, notwithstanding his commiim'irgs with Hillary 
upon the subject of his intended purchase. The coolness of the 
Captain's old employer towards liim was by some supposed to 
ariic out of certain circumstances attending their former con- 
nexion ; but as the Clerk himself never explained what these were, 
it is unnecessary to make any conjectures upon the subject. 

Ricliard Middlemas very naturally renewed his intimacy with his 
former comrade, and it was from Hillary's conversation, that he 
had adopted the enthusiasm respecting India, which we have heard 
him express. It was indeed impossible for a youth, at once inex- 
perienced in the world, and possessed of a most sanguine disposi- 
tion, to listen without sympathy to the glowing descriptions of 
Hdlary, who, though only a recruiting captain, had all the elo- 
quence of a recruiting sei^eant. Palaces rose like mushrooms in 
his descriptions ; gTO\'es of lofty trees, and aromatic shrubs unknown 
to the chilly soils of Europe, were tenanted by every object of the 
chase, from the royal tiger down to the jackall. The luxuries of a 
Natch, and the peculiar Oriental beauty of the enchantresses who 
perfumed their voluptuous Eastern domes, for the pleasure of the 
haughty English conquerors, were no less attractive than the battles 
»nd sieges on which the Captain at other times expatiated. Not a 
Stream did he mention but flowed over sands of gold, and not a 
palace that was inferior to those of the celebrated Fata Morgana. 
His descriptions seemed steeped in odours, and his every phrase 
perfumed in ottax of roses. The interviews at which these descrip- 
tions took place, often ended in a bottle of choicer vine than the 
Swan Inn afforded, with some other appendages of the table, which 
the Ciplain, who was a bon-vivant, had procured from Edinburgh. 
From this good cheer Middlemas was doomed to retire to the 
homely evening meal of his master, where not all the simple beau- 
tics of Mcnie were able to overcome his disgust at the coarseness 
of the provisions, or his unwillingness to answer questions con- 
cerning the diseases of the wretched peasants who were sVibjected 
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Richard'i bopea of being acknowledged by his &t1icr had lon^l 
•incc vaniihcd, and ihc rough repulse and subsequent neglect on I 
the p»rt of Mon;»da, had tatjs6ed him that his grandCatlier was 
{nexonble, and that ncithei ihcn, nor at any future time, did he 
mean to realize (he visions which Nurse Jamieson's splendid lig- 
mcnit bad encouraged him to entertain. Atr.biiion, however, was 
not lulled to ticcp, though it was no longer nourished by the same 
bopei which hnd at first awakened it. The Indian Captain's lavish 
oritory lupplicd the themes which had beeo at first derived from 
tlie legends of the nursery ; the exploits of a Lawrence aJid a Clive^ 
ai well at the magnificent opportunities of acquiring wealth ta 
which lhe« exploits opened the road, disturbed the slumbers of the 
young adventurer. There was nothing to counteract these except 
hi* love for Menie Cray, and the engagements into which it bad 
led him. But hit addre.sscs had been paid to Menie as much for 
the gratification of his vanity, as from any decided passion for that 
Innocent and guileless being. He was desirous of carrying off the 
priie, for which Hartley, whom he never loved, had the courage to 
contend with him. Then Menie Gray had been beheld with ad* 
miration by men hit superiors in rank and fortune, but with whom 
hit ambition incited him to dispute the priie. No doubt, though 
urged to play the gallant at first rather from vanity than any other 
cause, the franknei* and modesty with which his suit was admitted, 
made their natural impression on his heart. He was grateful to 
bte beautiful creature, who acknowledged the superiority of hla 
penoR and accomplistimcnts, and fancied himself as dcvoledlf , 
Utaehcd to her, as her personal ch.irms and mental merits would 
have rendered any one who was less vain or selfish than her lover, 
btlll hit passion Tor the surgeon's d.iughtcr ought not, he prudcn- 
ttally determined, to bear more than its due weight in a case so 
very important ai the determining his line of life; and this he 
■mooihcd over to hii conscience, by repeating to himself, that 
Mcnle'i interest was a* esscnii.-tlly concerned as his own, in post* 
poning their marriage to the establishment of his fortune. Hoir 
many young couples had been ruined by a premature union I 

The contciiipiuous conduct of Hartley in their last interview, had 
done iomclhing to shake his comrade's confidence in the truth of 
this reasoning, and to lead him to suspect that he was playing a 
very tordid and unmanly part, in trifling with the happiness of Ihij 
amiable nnd unfortunite young woman. It was in this doubtful 
humour that he repaired to the Swait Ino, where he was anxiously 
expected by his friend the Captain. 

When Ihcy were comfortably seated over a bottle of Pnxarete, 
Idleniaa bcg.in, with charade ristical caution, to sound his friend 
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about the e2.se or difficult/ with which an individual, desirous or 
entering the Company's service, might have an opportunity of 
getting a commission. If Hillary had answered truly, he would 
have replied, that it was extremely easy ; for, at that time, the East 
India service presented no charms to that superior class of people 
mho have since struggled for admittance under its banners. But 
the worthy Captain replied, that though, in the general case, it 
might be difficult for a young man to obtain a commission, without 
serving for soine years as a cadet, yet, under his own protection, a 
young man entering his regiment, and fitted for such a situation, 
mii;ht be sure of an ensigncy, if not a lieutenancy, as soon as ever 
they set foot in India. " If you, my dear fellow," continued he, 
e.xiendtng liis hand to M iddlcnias, " would think of changing sheep- 
head broth and haggis far mulagslawny and curry, I can only say, 
that though it is indispensable that you should enter the service at 

first simply as a cadet, yet, by , you should live like a brother 

on the passage with me ; and no sooner were we through the surf 
at Madras, than I would put you in the way of acquiring both wealih 
and glory. You have, 1 think, some trille of money— a couple of 
thousands or so?" 

"About a thousand or twelve hundred," said Richard, affecting 
the indifference of bis companion, but feeling privately humbled by 
the scantiness of his resources, 

" It is quite as much as you will find necessary for the outfit and 
passage," said his adviser ; "and, indeed, if you had not a farthing, 
it would be the same thing ; for if I once say to a friend, III help 
you, Tom Hillary is not the man to start for fear of the cowries. 
However, it is as well you have something of a capital of your own 
to begin upon." 

" Yes," replied the proselyte. " I should not like to be a burden 
on any one. I have some thoughts, to tell you the truth, to marry 
before I leave Britain 1 and in that case, you know, cash will be 
necessary, whether my wife goes out with us, or remains behind, 
till she hear how luck goes with me. So, after all, 1 may have to 
borrow a few hundreds of you." 

"What the devil is that you say, Dick, about marrying and 
giving in marriage?" replied his friend. "What can put it into 
the head of a gallant young feiiow like you, just rising tweniy-onc, 
and six feet high on your stocking-soles, 10 make a slave of your- 
self for life? No, no, Dick, that will never do. Remember tho 
^S0D2 



'Bachelor Bluff, bachelor Bluff, 
Hey for a heart that's tugged and tough I" 
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" Av, ny, that sounds very well," replied Middlemu ; " 
one mutt thakc off a number of old recotlectim-.' 

" 'Hit: looner Ihe better, Dick ; old tecoUcciioiu arc like eld 
clothe*, and ihuuld be sent off by wholesale : ihey only take up 
room in one's wardrobe, and it would be old-rash ioned to wear 
them, lliit you look grave upon it. Who the devil is it has made 
■uch o hole in your heart ! " 

" I'ihnw 1 " answered Middlemas, " I'm sure you must remember 
^Mfnte — my master's daughter," 

" What, Miss Green, the old poiCercarrier's daughter? — a likely 
Kitl enoui;h, I think,* 

" My maii» is a surgeon,' said Richard, " not an apothecary, 
■nd Ills name is Gray." 

"Ay, ay. Green or Gray— what does it signify? Ho sells his own 
llrllil*, 1 think, which we In the south call being a pollercarrier. 
Thi ||lrl li a likely Rirl enough for a Scottish ball-room. Cut is she 
up III Any lhln|[? Hat she any nouiT" 

"Why, »ho Is a sensible girl, s.ive in loving cie," answered 
Kletiard i "and that, as Benedict says, is no proof of her wisdom, 
ftnit no Brent nri;ument of her folly." 

" llui hut she spirit— spunk— dash— a spice of the devil about 
h«rr J 

" Nul It penny- weight— the kindest, simplest, and most manage fl 
■lilf nf liiimitn bcini;i." answered the lover. ^ 

" Nh* Wiiti't do then," said the monitor, in a decisive tone. " I ■ 
■III ••iiry fur ll, Oickj but she will never do. There are some 
Wl>lll|i|| III 111* world that can bear their share in the bustling life 
<m \\\* III liidln— fty, and 1 have known some of them drag for- 
WNmI IlliiliiiiitU ih.il would otherwise have stuck fast in the mud till 
lliH ililf III )iiil|lin>'iil' H»ven knows how they paid the turnpikes 
|||*y iHitlixil iliHiii throujih I Dut these were none of your simple 
^llliH)| (lliil tliliili llielr eyes are good for nothing but to look at 
lllilt liiitliniiila, ur ihclr fingers but to sew baby-doihes. De- 
|«»l1t| MH Iti V'Ni •iiiitl h'v' "P V"'' matriraony, or your views of 
l|lii|oiltt»)t|. If ymi wlldilly tic n clog round your throat, never 
llUllIt lif ti'Miill'll • "" 1 hut do not suppose that your breaking off 
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bf the opinion of others, who ar« orten verj incompetent judges. 
Dick Middlenus had been urged forward, in his suit lo Menie 
Cray, by his observing how much her p^irtner, a booby Uird, had 
been captivated by her ; and she was now lonered in his esteem, 
because an impudent low'liv-ed coxcomb bad presumed lo talk of 
her with disparagement. Either of these worthy gentlemen would 
have been as capable of cnjo) ing the beauties of Homer, is judging 
of the merits of Menie Cray. 

Indeed the ascendency which this bold-talking, promise-making 
soldier b.id acquired over Dick Middleman, wilful as he was in gene- 
ral, was of a despotic nalure ; because the Capuin, though greatly 
inferior in information and talent to the youth whose opinions he 
■wayed, had skill in suggesting those tempting views of rack and 
wealth, to which Richard's imagination had been from childhood 
most accessible. One promise he exacted from Middlcmas, as a. 
condition of the services which he was to render hira — It was abso- 
lute silence on the subject of his dcsiinaiion for India, and the 
vicn-s upon which it took place. " My recruits," said the Captain, 
" have been all marched off fur the depot al the Isle of Wight ; and 
I want to leave Scotland, and particularly this htile burgh, without 
being worried to death, of which 1 must despair, should it come to 
be known that I can provide young griffins, as we call them, with 
commissions. Gad, 1 should carry off all the first-born of Middle* 
mas as cadets, and none are so scrupulous as I am about making 
promises. I am as trusty as a Trojan for that ; ai^d you know I 
cannot do that for every one which I would for an old friend like 
Dick Middlcmas." 

Dick promised secrecy, and it was agreed that the two friends 
should not even leave the buri;h in company, but thit the Captain 
should set off first, and his recruit should join him at Edinbursh, 
where his enlistment might be attested ; and then they were to 
travel together to town, and arrange matters (or their Indian 

Notwithstanding the definitive arrangement which was thus 
made for his departure, Middlcmas thought from lime to time 
with anxiety and regret about quitting Menie Cray, after the en- 
gagement which had passed between them. The resolution was 
^n, liowcver ; the blow was necessarily to be struck ; and lier 
ratcful lover, long since determined agninst the life of domestic 
-■less, which he mi;,'ht have enjoyed had his views been bettei 
«as now occupied with the means, not indeed of break- 
-ely, but of postponing ail thoughts of their 
of his expedition to India. 
i himself all anxiety otv tbi^ \aa<. vJci\to- 
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The wealth of that India to which he was bound would not haw ] 
bribed Menie Gray to have left her father's roof against her father"! 1 
commands; still less when, deprived of his two assistants, he i 
be reduced to the necessity of continued exertion in his declining ' 
life, and therefore might have accounted himself altogether d&* 
sened, had his daughter departed from him at the same time. ~ 
though it would have been her unalterable determination no 
accept any proposal of an immediate union of their fortunes, Menie \ 
could not, with all a lover's power of self-deception, succeed in per- 
suading herself to be satisfied with Richard's conduct towards her. 
Modesty, and a. becoming pride, prevented her from seeming to 
notice, but could not prevent her from bitterly feeling, that her 
lover was preferring the pursuits of ambition to the humble lot 
which he might have shared with her, and which promised content 
at least, if not wealth. 

" If he had loved inc as he pretended," si:ch was the unwilling 
conviction that rose on her mind, " my father would surely not 
have ultimately refused him the same terms which he held out to 
Hartley. His objections would have given way to my happiness, 
nay, to Richard's importunities, which would have removed his 
suspicions of the unsettled cast of his disposition. But 1 fear — I 
fear Richard hardly thought the terms proposed were worthy of his 
acceptance. Would it not have been natural too, that he should 
have asked me, en<;aged as we stand to each other, to have united 
our fate before his quilting Europe, when 1 mi^ht either have re- 
mained here with my father, or accompanied him to India, in quest 
of that fortune which he is so eagerly pushing for? It would have 
been wrong — very wrong — in me to have consented to such a pro- 
posal, unless my father had authorised it ; but surely it would have 
been natural that Richard should have offered it ? Alas 1 men do 
not know how to love like women. Their attachment is only one 
6f a thousand other passions and predilections,— they are daily 
engaged in pleasures which blunt their feelings, and in business 
which distracts them. We— we sit at home to weep, and to think 
how coldly our affections are repaid ! " 

The lime was now arrived at which Richard Middlemas had a 
light to demand the property vested in the hands of the Town- 
Cierlc and Doctor Cray. He did so, and received It accordingly. 
His lale guardian naturally enquired what views he had formed in 
entering on life ? The imagin.-ktion of the ambitious aspirant sawr 
in this simple question a desire, on the part of the worthy man, to 
ofi'cr, and perhaps press upon him, the same proposal which he had 
made to Hartley. He hastened, therefore, to answer drily, that he 
had some hopes held out to him which he was not at liberty t> 
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tommunicate ; but that the instant he reached London, he would 
wriie to the guardian of his youth, and acquaint him with the 
nature of his prospects, which he was happy to say were rather of 
a pleasing character. 

Gideon, who supposed that at this critical period of his life, tho 
father, or grandlather of the young man might perhaps have inti- 
mated a disposition to open some intercourse with him, only 
replied, — " You have been the child of mystery, Richard i and OM 
you came to me, so you leave me. Then, I was ignorant from 
whence you came, and now, I know not whither you are fioing. It 
is not, perhaps, a. very favourable point in your horoscope, that 
every thing connected with you is a secret. But as I shall always 
think with kindness on him whom I have known so long, so when 
you remember the old man, you ought not to forget that he has 
done bis duty to you, to the extent of his means and power, and 
taught you that noble profession, by means of which, wherever 
your lot casts you, you may always gain your bread, and alleviate, 
at the same time, the distresses of your fellow- creatures." Middle- 
mas Has excited by the simple kindness of his master, and poured 
forth his thanks with the greater profusion, that he was free Irom 
the terror of the emblematical collar and chain, which a moment 
before seemed to glisten in the hand of his guardian, and gape to 
enclose his neck. 

" One word more," said Mr, Gray, producing a small ring-case. 
"This valuable ring was forced upon me by your unfortunate 
mother. I have no risht to it, having been amply paid for my 
services ; and I only accepted it with (he purpose of keeping it for 
you till this moment should arrive. It may be useful, perhaps, 
should there occur any question about your identity." 

" Thanks, once more, my more than father, for this precious 
relic, which may indeed be useful You shall be repaid, if Indiz 
has diamonds left." 

"India and diamonds I" said Gray. "Is your head turned, 

child?" 

" I mean," stammered Middlemas, " if London has any Indiaa 
diamonds," 

" Pooh ! you foolish lad," answered Gray, " how should you buy 
diamonds, or what should I do with them, if you gave me ever so 
many ? Get you gone with you while 1 am angry." — Tlie tears 
were glistening in the old man's eyes.—" If I get bleased with you 
again, I shall not know how to part with you." 

The patting of Middlemas with poor Mcnie was yet more affect- 
ing. Her sorrow revived in his mind all the liveliness of a first 
love, and he redeemed his character for sinceie u.\AC.'tisit^vv\,>:>i 'C'tti 
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A VBtOBf Qvc even {ODBg M Cv As to pmpoift 
spectx ud sharing Mr. Craji^ 
hMtUe loll, if brdoMV w he cooUl scene hb da^kiex^ hawL 
Btrt ihOMjcli tfwn was coomlauoa ia this ustiaaaof at ha Io>r^ 
isitk, Mc^ Cntf «» MX w nmise u ta accept «f sacn&zs 
wSieb mifttit afienranb have been repented o£ 

" Ma, Richard,' the s^d, " it leldam ends happily when peo(4e 
ahcT, in a moment of agitated (cciia^, pUtu which have beea 
kdopted under m^iurc ddibcroiioo. I bai-e long seen that ytiw 
vicwi were eileoded ttt beyond so bumble a station as this place 
alTordt ptotnite of. It it natural they should da so, coosidai«n 
that the circumstances of your birth teem connected w'ttb ricfaei 
anil ntihranic Go, then, seek that riches and rank. It is possible 
your mind may be changed in the pursuit, and if so, think no mote 
■biut Menie Cray. Bui if il should be otherwise, we may meet 
azain, and do not believe for a moment that there can be a change 
in Menie Gray's feelings towards you.' 

At this interview, much more was said than it is necessary to 
rqwat, much more thought than was actually said. Nurse Jamie- 
ion, in whose chamber it took place, folded her baimi, as she 
called them, in her arm^, and decbrcd that Heaven had made 
them for each other, and that the would not ask of Heaven to live 
beyond ilieday when she should see them bridegroom and bride. 

M length, it became necessary thai the parting' scene should end; 
and Richnrd Middlemas, mounting a horse which he had hired for 
the journey, tct off For Edinburgh, to which metropolis he bad 
already forivarded his heavy ba^gnge. Upon the road the idea 
more than once occurred to him, that even yet he had better return 
lo Middlemas, and secure his hnppmcss by uniting himself at once 
lo Menie Gray, and to humble compciencc. But from the moment 
that be rejoined his friend Hillary at their appointed place of rca- 
dezvous, he became ashamed even to hint at any change of put* 
pose ; and his late excited feelings were forgoUen, unless in so far 
es they confirmed his resolution, that as soon as he had attained e 
certain portion of wealth and consequence, he would haste to share 
tlii-m with Menie Gr.iy. Yet his gratitude to her father did not 
appear to have slumbered, if we nny judge from the giftofavery 
h.inilinme corneiinii seal, set in gold, and bearing engraved upoa 
it Gules, a lion rainpnnt within a bordure Or, which was carefuUf 
ditpntclicdto Stcveniaw's Land, Middlemas, with a suitable letter. 
Meiile knew the handwriting, and watched her father's looks a^ he 
rtad it, thinking, perhaps, that it had turned on a different Iopi& 
\\n father pshawed and pootied a good deal when he bad finished 
tba bilki, and examined the seal 
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•* Dick Middlpmas," he said, *' is but a fool after all, Mcnie. 
am sure I am not like to forget him, thai he should send meatoke 
of remembrance ; and if he would be so absurd, could he not hava 
sent me the improved lilholomical apparatus? And what have I, 
Gideon Gray, to do with the arms of my Lord Gray ?— No, no— my 
old silver smmp, ivith the double G upon it, will serve ray turn- 
But put the bonnic dye* away, Menie, my dear— it was kindly 
Bueaiit, at any rate.'' 

I'he reader CJnr.ot doubt iliat the seal was safuly and carefully 
prcseived. 



CHAPTER VI. 
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After the Captain had finished his business, amongst which he 
did not forget lo have his recruit regularly attested, as a candidate 
for glory in the service of the Houourable East India Company, 
the friends left Edinburgh. From thence they got a passage by 
»ea to Newcastle, where Hillary had also some regimental affairs to 
transact, before he joined his regiment At Newcastle ihc Captain 
had the good luck to find a small brig, commanded by an old 
acquaintance and schoolfellow, which was just about to sail for the 
Isle of Wight. " I have arranged for our passage with him," he 
said lo M iddlemas — " for when you are at the depfit, you can learn 
B litUe of your duty, which cannot be so well tauglii on board of 
fillip, and then I will find il easier lo have you promoted." 

" Do you mean," said Richard, " that I am lo stay at ihe Isle of 
Wight all the time that you are jigging ii away in London?" 

" Ay, indeed do I," said his comrade, " and it's best for you loo ; 
whatever business you have in London, I can do it for you as well, 
or something belter than yourself." 

"Uul I choose lo transact my own business myself, Captain 
Hillary," said Richard. 

"Then you ought to have remained your own master, Mr. Cadet 
Middlcma?. At present you are an enlisted recruit of ihe Honour- 
able East India Company; I am your ofKccr, and should you 
hesitate to follow me abroad, why, you foolish fellow, I could have 
you sent on board in handcuffs." 
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tone which hurt Middlemas's pride, and alarmed his fears. He had 
observed of late, ihat lii$ friend, especially when in company of 
others, latked to him with an air of command or superiority, 
diflicuh 10 be endured, and yet so closely allied to the freedom 
often exercised betwint t*o intimates, that he could not find any 
proper mode of rebuffing, or resenting it. Such manifesiati 
authority were usually followed by an instant renewal of their 
intimacy ; but in the present case that did not so speedily ensued 

Middlemas, indeed, consented to go with his companion to the 
Isle of Wight, perhaps because if he should quarrel with him, the 
whole plan of his Indian voyage, and all the hopes built upon it, 
mu5l fall to the ground. But he altered his purpose of intnisting 
his comrade with his little fortune, to lay out as his occasions 
might require, and resolved himself to overlook the expenditure of 
his money, which, in the form of Dank of England notes, was safely 
deposited in his travelling trunk. Captain Hillary, finding that 
some hint be had thrown out on this subject was disregarded, 
appeared to think no more about it. 

The voyage was performed with safety and celerity ; and having 
coasted the shores of that beautiful island, which he who onco 
sees never forgets, through whatever part of the world his future 
path may lead htm, the vessel was soon anchored off the little 
town of Ryde ; and, as the waves were uncommonly still, Richard 
felt the sickness diminish, which, for a considerable part of iha 
passage, had occupied his attention more than any thing else. 

The master of the brig, in honour lo his passengers, and affection 
to his old schoolfellow, had formed an awning upon deck, and 
proposed to have the pleasure of giving them a little treat before 
they left bis vessel Lobscous, sea-pie, and other delicacies of a 
naval description, had been provided in a quantity far dispropor- 
tionate to the number of the guests. But the punch which suo- 
cecdcd was of excellent quality, and portentously strong. Captain 
Hillary pushed it round, and insisted upon his companion taking 
bis full share in the merry bout, the rather that, as he facetiously 
■aid, there had been some dryness between them, which good 
'iquor would be sovereign in removing. He renewed, with 
additional splendours, the various panoramic scenes of India and 
Indian adventures, which had first excited the ambition of Mid- 
dlemas, and assured him, that even if he should not be able to 
gel bim a commission instantly, yet a short delay would only 
give him time to become better acquainted with his military 
duties ; and Middlemas was too much elevated by the liquor bo 
' drank, to ace any difficulty which could oppose itself to his 
Whether those who shared in the compotation wcra 
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more seasoned topers — ivhethcr Middlcmas drank more than ihey 
—or whether, as he himself afterwards suspected, his cup had 
been drugged, like those of King Duncan's body-guard, it is 
certain, that on this occasion he passed, with unusual rapidity, 
through all the different phases of the respectable stale of dntnken- 
n ess— laughed, sung, whooped, and hallooed, was maudlin in his 
fondness, and frantic in hia wrath, and at length fell into a fast 
and imperturbable sleep. 

The effect of the liquor displayed itself, as usual, in a hundred 
wild dreams of parched deserts, and of serpents whose bite inflicted 
the most intolerable thirst — of tlic suffering of the Indian on the 
death- stake— and the torments of the internal regions themselves ; 
vhen at length he awakened, and it appeared that the latter vision 
was in fact realiiud. The sounds which had at first influenced his 
dreams, and at length broken his slumbers, were of the most 
horrible, as well as the most melancholy description. They came 
from the r.mges of pallet-beds, which were closely packed together 
in a species of military hospital, where a burning fever was the 
prevalent complainL Many of the patients were under the in- 
fluence of a high delirium, during which they shouted, shrieked, 
laughed, blasphemed, and uttered the most horrible imprecations. 
Others, sensible of their condition, bewailed it with low groans, 
and some attempts at devotion, which showed their ignorance of 
the principles, and even the forms of religion. Those who were 
convalescent talked ribaldry in a loud lone, or whispered to each 
other in cant language, upon sche^nes which, as far as a passing 
phrase could be understood by a novice, had relation to violent 
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Richard Middlemas's astonishment was equal to his horror. lie 
had but one advantage over the poor wretches with whom he was 
classed, and it was in enjoying the luxur)- of a pallet to himscir — 
most of the others being occupied by two unhappy beings. He 
saw no one who appeared to attend to the wants, or to heed the 
complaints, of the wretches around him, or to whom he could oficr 
any appeal ai;ainst bis present situation. He looked for his clothes, 
that he might arise and extricate himself from this den of horrors ; 
but his clothes »'ere nowhere to be seen, nor did he see his port- 
> much to be apprehended he would 



never see them more. 
Then, but too late, he r 



ibered the 



which had 

passed current respecting his friend the Captain, who was supposed 
to have been discharged by Mr. Lawford, on account of some 
breach of trust in the Town-Clerk's service. But that he should 
lave trepanned the friend who had reposed bis 'nI\<)\£. c(A&&K.'a!:A.'^ 
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him— that he should have plundered him of his fortune, and placeA'fl 
him in this house of pestilence, nith ihe hope thai death m 
stifle his tongue, were iniquities not to have been anticipated, ( 
if the worst of these reports w 

But Middiemas resolved not to be awanling to himself. Thii' " 
place must be visited by some officer, military or medical, to whom 
he would make an appeal, and alarm his fears at least, if he could 
not awaken his conscience. While he revolved these distracting 
thoughts, tormented at the same time by a burning thirst which 
he had no means of satisfying, he endeavoured to discover if, 
among those stretched upon the pallets nearest him, he could not 
discern some one likely to enter into conversation with him, and 
give him some information about the nature and customs of this 
horrid place. But the bed nearest him was occupied by two 
fellows, who. although to judge from their gaunt cheeks, hollow 
eyes, and ghastly looks, they were apparently recovering from the 
disease, and just rescued from the jaws of death, were deeply 
engaged in endeavouring to che.il each other of a few half-pence at 
a game of cribbage, mixing the terms of the game with oaths not 
loud but deep ; each turn of luck being hailed by the winner as 
well as the loser with execrations, which seemed designed to blight 
both body and soul, now used as the language of triumph, and no«r 
as re:)roaches against fortune. 

NcKt to the gamblers was a pallet, occupied indeed by two 
bodies, but only one of which was living — the other sufferer bad 
been recently relieved from his agony. 

" He is dead — he is dead ! " said the wrcl':hed survivor. 

" Then you die too, and be d — d," answered one of the player^ 
"and then there will be a pair of you. as Pugg says." 

" I loll you he is growing stiff and coid," said the poor wretch—" 
"the dead is no bed-fellow for the living. For God's sake, help to 
rid me of the corpse." 

" Ay, and get the credit of having i/oiie him— as may be the case 
with yourself, friend — for be bad some two or three hoggs about 
him" 

" You know you took the last rap from his breeches-pocket not 
an hour ago," expostulated the poor convalescent — "But help mo 
to take the body out of the bed, and I will not tell Hat jigger -dubbtr 
that you have been before-hand with him.' 

"You tell ihe jigger-diil/ier ! " answered the cribbage plaj-er. 

"Such another word, and I will twist your head round till yotit 

eyes look at the drummer's handwriting on your back. Hold your 

ixace, and don't bother our game v ith your gammon, oi I will 

"oa 35 mute as your bed-fellow," 
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The unhappy wre I ch, en bn us ted, sunk back beside his hideous 
' CDmpanion, and the usual Jargon of the game, inierkrded with 
execrations, went on as before. 

From this specimen of the most obdurate indifference, contrasted 
with the last excess of misery, Middlemas became satisfied how 

ilitTle could be made of an appeal to the humanity of his fellow- 
niffcrers. His heart sunk witbin him, and the thoughts ol the 
happy and peaceful home, which he might have called his own, 
■rose before his over-heated fancy, with a vividness of perception 
Ihat bordered upon insanil)'. He saw before him the rivulet which 
wanders through the burgh-muir of Middlemas, where he had so 
often set little mills for the amusement of Menie while she was a 
child. One draught of it would have been wonh all the diamonds 
of the East, which of lale he had worshipped with such devotion ; 
but that draught was denied to him as to Tantalus. 

Rallying bis senses from this passing illusion, and knowing 
enough of the practice of the medical art, to be aware of the neces- 
sity of preventing his ideas from wandering, if possible, he endea- 
voured to recollect that he was n surgeon, and. after all, should not 
have the extreme fear for the interior of a iiiiliinry hospital, whicli 
its horrors might inspire into strangers to the profession. But 
though he strove, by such recollections, to rally his spirits, he was 
not the less aware of the dilTetence betwijtt the condition of a. 
surgeon, who mi;jbt have attended such a place in the course of 
his duty, and a poor inhabitant, who was at once a patient and a 
prisoner. 

A footstep was now heard in the apartment, which seemed to 
silence all the varied sounds of woe that filled it. The cribbage 
party hid their cards, and ceased their oaths ; other wretches, 
whose complaints had arisen to fteniy, left off their wild exclama- 
tions and entreaties for assistance. Agony softened her shriek, 
Insanity hushed its senseless clamours, and even Death seemed 
desirous to stifle his parting groan in the presence of Captain 
Seelencooper. This official was the superintendent, or. as the 
miserable inh.tbitants termed him, the Governor of the HospitaL 
He had all the nir of having been originally a turnkey in some ill- 
regulated jail— a stout, short, bandy-legged man, with one eye, and 
adouble portion of ferocity in that which remained. He wore an 
old-fashioned tarnished uniform, which did not seem to have been 
made for him ; and the voice in which this minister of humanity 
addressed the sick, was that of a. boatswain, shouting in the midst 
of a storm. He had pistols and a cutlass in his belt; for his mode 
of administration being such as provoked even hospital patients Wi 
revolt, his life bad been more Uun once itv danjet awmtiiea. ■C&twi. 
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He was followed by two assistants, who carrted haadculTs 

As Seelencooper made his rounds, complaint and pain were 
bushed, and the llouriah of the bamboo, uhicli he bore in his hand, 
seemed powerrul as the wand of a magician to silence all complaint 
and remonsitance. 

a nosegay— and for [he brearf 

good, for a set of lubbers, ihat lie sham^ 

; Right Honourable Company*! 

o ihcm that arc really sick, for God knowi 



1 by the heat of this cursed 



" 1 tell you the meat is a 
it's good enough, and ti 
njng Abraham, and o 
victuals — 1 don't speak Ii 
I am always for humanity." 

" If thai be the case, sir," said Richard Middlcmas, whose lair 
the Captain had approached, while he was thus answering the low. 
and humble complaints of those by whose bed-side he passed — " if 
that be the case, sir, I hope your humanity will make you attend to 
what I say." 

"And who the devil are you?" said the go\-crnor, turning on ' 
him his single c>'e of fire, while a sneer gathered on his harsh 
features, which were so well quahlied to express it. 

"My name is Middlcmas — I come from Scotland, and have 
been sent here by some sira 
Boldier, nor am 1 indisposed, i 
place." 

" Why then, friend, all I have to ask you is, whether you are an 
attested recruit or not ? " 

" 1 was attested at Edinburgh," said Middlcmas, "but" 

" But what the devil would you have, then ? — you are enlisted-^ 
the Captain and the Doctor sent you hcre^ — surely they know best 
whether you are private or officer, sick or weU.' 

" But I was promised," said Middlcmas, " promised by Tom 
Hillary" 

" Promised, were you ? Why, there is not a man here that hat 
not been promised something by somebody or another, or perhaps 
has promised something to himself. This is the land of promise, 
my smart fellow, but you know it is India that must be the land of 
performance. Ha good morning to you. The Doctor will come 
bis rounds presently, and put you all to rights." 

" Slay bul one moment — one moment only — I have been 
robbed." 

" Robbed I look you there now," said the Governor^-" everybody 

that comes here has been robbed.— Egad, 1 am the luckiest fellow 

in Europe— other people in my line have only thieves and black- 

Cuards upon their hands ; bul none come to my ken bul honest, 

• unfortunate gcnilemco, that have been robbed 1 * 
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*' Take care ho* yoa ireal this so lightly, sir," said Middlemas ; 
" 1 have been robbed of a thousand pounds." 

Here Governor Seelen coo pel's gravity was totally overcome, and 
his laugh was echoed by several of the patients, either because 
Ihey wished to curry favour with ihe superintendent, or from the 
feeling which influences evil spirits to rejoice in (be tortures of 
those who are sent to share their agony. 

■' A thousand pounds I " exclaimed Captain SeelencDoper, as he 
recovered his breath, — " Come, that's a good one— I like a fellow 
that does not make two bites of a cherry — why, there is not a cull 
in tlic ken that pretends to have lost more ihan a few haggs, and 
here is a servant to the Honourable Company that has been robbed 
of a thousand pounds ! Well done, Mr. Tom of Ten Thousand — 
you're a credit to the house, and to the service, and so good morn- 
ing to you." 

He passed on, and Richard, starting up in a storm of anger and 
despair, found, as he would have called after him, that his voice, 
betwixt thirst and agitation, refused its office. "Water, water 1* 
he said, laying hold, at the same lime, of one of the assistants who 
followed Seelencooper by the sleeve. The fellow looked carelessly 
round ; there was a jug stood by the side of the cribbaje .players, 
which he reached to Middlemas, bidding him, "Drink and be 
d d." 

The man's back was no sooner turned, than the gamester threw 
himself from his own bed into that of Middlemas, and grasping 
firm hold of the arm of Richard, ere he could carry the vessel to 
his head, swore he should not have his booie. It may be readily 
conjectured, Ihat the pitcher thus anxiously and desperately re- 
claimed, contained something better than the pure element. In 
fact, a large proportion of it was gin. The jug was broken in the 
Struggle, and the liquor spilt. Middlemas dealt a blow to the 
assailant, which was amply and heartily repaid, and a combat 
would have ensued, but for the interference of the superintendent 
and his assistants, who, with a dexterity that showed them well 
acquainted with such emergencies, clapped a strait- waistcoat upon 
each of the antagonists. Richard's efforts at remonstrance only 
procured him a blow from Captain Seelen cooper's rattan, and a 
tender admonition to hold his tongue, if he valued a whole skin. 

Irritated at once by sufferings of the mind and of the body, 
tormented by raging thirst, and by the sense of his own dreadful 
situation, the mind of Richard Middlemas seemed to be on the 
point of becoming unseliled. He felt an insane desire to imitate 
and reply to the groans, oaths, and ribaldry, nhich, ■ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A wife ^tyuciifi, »ldird Ota XMwds to beal, 
U note Uiaa annic* U> the comcnoci wcai 

POPL'5 //em 

At MitMlcTDU returned to fua taaes, be was sensiU: tlut his 
blood fell mote cool ; ttui Ibe (ercrUti tluob of his pulsacioa 
dimlniihed ; that the ligatatet on bis pcnon irere remm-ed, and 
hi* lungs pertormed their fanetions more fredy. One assistant 
was binding up a vein, fiom which a considerable quajitity of Uood 
bad been taken ; another, who h;id ju;t washed the face of the 
patientf was holding aronulic vinegar to his nostrils. As he bc^an 
to open hit eyes, the per»on who had just completed the bandage, 
•aid in Latin, bet in a very low tone, and without raising his head, 
"Annon sii Ricardut illc Middlcnias, ex civitaic Middletnassiense ^ 
Responde in Lingua Latina." 

" Sum 111c mlicrtimus," replied Richard, again shutting his ejes t 
for slrnn|;e as It may seem, the voice of his comrade Adam Hartley, 
Ihouifb hi* presence might be of so much consequence in this 
ctnergcncy, conveyed a pang to his wounded pride. He was con- 
scious ot unkindly, if not hostile, feelings towards his old com- 
panion i he remembered the tone of superiority which he used to 
asiumo over him, and thus to lie stretched at his feet, and in a 
manner at his mercy, aggravated his distress, by the feelings of 
the dying chieftain, "Earl Percy sees my falL" This was, ho w- 
•vor, too unreasonable an emoLion to subsist above a minute. In 
the next, he availed himself of tlic Latin language, with which both 
were familiar, (for in that time the medical studies at the celebrated 
University of Kdinbuigh were, in a great measure, conducted in 
Latin,] to tell in a few words his own folly, and the villainy of 
Hillary. 

" I must he gone instantly," said Hartley — " Take courage — 1 
(rusi to b« able to assist you. In the meantime, take food and 

Cliyiic Train none but tny servant, who you see holds the sponge in 
!• hand. You are in ■ place where a man's life has been t;iki» 
for the sake of hi* gold ileeve- buttons.* 
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"Stay yet a momeni," said Middletnas— "Let me remove ihia 
t temptation from my dangerous neighbours." 

a small packet from his under waistcoat, and put it 
I into Hartley's Innds. 

"If I die," he said, "be my heir. You deserve her better 

prevented by the hoarse voice of Scekncooper. 

" Well, Doctor, will you carry ihrou^h your paiicnl?" 

"Symptoms are dubious yet," sa;d the Doctor— "That was an 
xiarming swoon. You must have him carried into tlie private 
ward, and my young maa shall attend him.° 

" Why, if you command it. Doctor, needs must ; — but I can tell 
you there is a man we both know, that has a thousand reasons at 
least for keeping him in the public wa^d." 

" 1 know nothing of your thousand reasons," said Hartley ; " I 
can only te!l you that this young fellow is as well-limbed and hlccly 
R lad as the Comp tny have among their recruits. It is my busi- 
ness to save him for their service, and if he dies by your nei^-kcting 
what I direct, depend upon it 1 "ill not allow the blame to lie at 
my door. I will tell the General the charge 1 have given you." 

"The General !" said Seclencooper, much embarrassed — "TcU 
the General ! — ay, about his health. But you will not say any 
thing about n-hat he may have said in his light-headed liis? My 
eyes ! if \ ou listen to what feverish patients say when the taniivy 
is in their brain, your back will soon break with tale-bearing, for I 
will warrant you plenty of them to carry." 

" Captain Seelencouper," said the Doctor, " I do not meddle 
with your department in the hospital : My advice to you is, not to 
trouble yourself with min ■. I suppose, as 1 h4ve a coti. mission in 
tiie service, and have besides a regular diploma as a physician, I 
know when my patient is hgh;-headed or otherwise. So do you 
let the man be carefully looked after, at ycur pciil." 

Thus saying, he left the hospital, but not till, under pretext of 
again consulting the pulse, he pressed the patient's hand, as if to 
assure him once more of his exertions for his liberation. 

"My eyes ["muttered Seclencooper, "this cockerel crows gal- 
lant, to come from a .Scotch roost ; but 1 would know well enoui^Ii 
how to fetch the youngster off the perch, if it were not for the cure 
he has dene on the General's pickaninies." 

Enough of this fell on Richard's ear to suggest hopes of deliver- 
ance, which were increased when he was shortly afterwards re- 
moved to a separate ward, a place much more decent in appearance, 
tnd inhabited only by two patients, wb(r seemed petty ofticers. 
Although sensible that he bad no illness, save tVvaX w^Vnc'^'i. '»V'v>^ 
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Buccceds violent agitation, he deemed it wisest to stifier hirasell I 
still to be treated as a patient, in consideration that he should thus 
remain under his comrade's superintendence. Vet while preparing 
to avail himself of Hartley's good offices, the prevailing reflection 
of his secret bosom was the unsrateful sentiment, " Had Heaveo 
no other means of saving me than by the hands of him 1 like least 
on the face of the earth ? " 

Meanwhile, ignorant of the ungrateful sentiments of his comrade, 
and indeed wholly indifferent how he felt towards him. Hartley 
proceeded in doing him such service as was in his power, without 
any other object than the discliarge of his own duty as a man and 
as a. Christian. The manner in which he became qualified to 
render his comrade assistance, requires some short explanation. 

Our story took place at a period, nhcn the Directors of the East 
India Company, with that hardy and persevering pohcy which has 
raised to such a height the British Empire in the East, had deter- 
mined to send a large reinforcement of European troops to the 
support of their power in India, then threatened by the kingdom of 
Mysore, of which the celebrated Hyder Ally had usurped the 
government, after dethroning his master. Considerable difficulty 
was found in obtaining recruits for that service. Those who might 
have been otherwise disposed to be soldiers, were afraid of the 
climate, and of (he species of banishment which the engagement 
implied ; and doubted also how far the eng.igemenis of the Com- 
pany might be faithfully observed towards them, when they were 
removed from the protection of the British laws. For these and 
other reasons, the military service of the King was preferred, and 
that of the Company could only procure the worst recruits, although 
their zealous agents scrupled not to employ the worst means. 
Indeed the practice of kidnapping, or crimping, as it is technically 
called, was at that time general, whether for the colonies, or even 
for the King's troops ; and as the agents employed in such trans- 
actions must be of course entirely unscrupulous, there was not only 
much villainy committed in the direct prosecution of the trade, but 
it gave rise incidentally to remarkable cases of robbery, and evea 
murder. Such atrocities were of course concealed from the autho- 
rities for whom the levies were made, and the necessity of obtaining 
poldiers made men, whose conduct was otherwise unexceptionable, 
cold in looking closely into the mode in which their recruiting 

The principal dcp3t of the troops which were by these means 
assembled, was in the Isle of Wight, where the season proving 
unhealthy, and the men themselves being many of ihem of a b.id 
bahit of body, a fever of a malignant character broke out amongst 
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them, and speedily crowded with palients Ihe military hospital, of 
which Mr. Seel en cooper, himself an old and exfierienced criir.p 
and kidnapper, had obtained the supierinlendence. IrreguL.ritiea 
began to lake place also among the soldiers who remained healthy, 
and the necessity of subjecting them to some discipline before they 
sailed was so evident, that several ofiicers of the Company's naval 
service expressed their belief that otherwise there would be dan- 
gerous mutinies on the passage. 

To remedy the first of these evils, the Court of Directors sent 
down to the island several of ilieir medical servants, amongst 
whom was Hartley, whose qualifications had been amply certified 
by a medical board, before which he had passed an exan^i nation, 
besides his possessing a diploma from the University of Edinburgh 
as M.D. 

To enforce the discipline of their soldiers, the Court committed 
full power to one of their own body, General Witherington. The 
General was an officer who had distinguished himself highly In 
their service. He had returned from India five or six years before, 
with a large fortune, which he had rendered much greater by an 
advantageous marriage with a rich heiress. The General and his 
lady went little into society, but seemed to live entirely for their 
infant family, those in number being three, two boys and a girL 
Although he had retired from Ihe service, he willingly undertook 
the temporary charge committed to him, and taking a house at a 
considerable distance from the town of Kyde, he proceeded to enrol 
the troops into separate bodies, appoint officers of capacity to each, 
and by regular training and discipline, gradually to bring them 
into something resembling good order. He heard their complaints 
of ill usage in the articles of provisions and app>ointments, and did 
them upon all occasions the strictest justice, save that he was never 
known to restore one recruit to his freedom from the service, how- 
ever unfairly or even illegally his attestation might have been 
obtained. 

" It is none of my business," said General Wiiheringion, "how 
you became soldiers, — soldiers I found you, and soldiers I will 
leave you. But I will take especial care, that as soldiers you shall 
have every 'thing, to a penny or a pin's head, thai you are jusdy 
entitled to." He went to work without fear or favour, reported 
many abuses to the Board of Directors, had several pfficers, com- 
missaries, &c., removed from the service, and made his name as 
Ereai a terror to the peculators at home, as it had been to the 
enemies of Britain in Hindoslan. 

Captain Seelencooper, and his associates in the hospital depart- 
menl, heard and trembled, fearing that their luia ^ti\M. oatMi 
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next J but the General, wlio elsewhere examined all with his o 
eyes, showed a reluctance lo visit ilie hospital in person. Public 
report indusifiously imputed ihls lo fear of infection. Such was 
cenainly the motive ; though it was not fear for his own safety that 
influenced General Witheringlon, but he dieaded lest he should 
carry the infection home lo the nursery, on which he doated. The 
alarm of his lady wa; yet more unreasonably sensitive ; she would 
scarcely suffer the children to walk abroad, if the wind but blew 
from the quarter where the Hospital was situated. 

But Providence baHlcs the precautions of mortals. In a walk 
across the fields, chosen as the most sheltered and sequestered, the 
children, with their train of Eastern and European attendants, met 
a woman who carried a child that was recovering from the small- 
pox. The anxiety of the father, joined to some relisious scruples 
on the mother's part, had postponed innoculation, which was then 
scarcely come into general use. The infection caught like a quick* 
match, and ran like wildfire through all those in the family who 
had not previously had the disease. One of the General's children, 
the second boy, died, and two of the Ayas, or black female ser- 
vants, had the same fate. The hearts of the father and mother 
would have been broken for the child th'ty had lost, had not their 
grief been suspended by anxiety for the fate of those who lived, 
and who were confessed to be in imminent danger. They were 
like persons distracted, as the symptoms of the poor patients 
seemed gradually to resemble more nearly that of the child already 
lost. 

While the parents were in this agony of apprehension, the 
General's principal servant, a native of Northumberland like him- 
self, informed him one morning that there was a youn^ man from 
the same county among the hospital doctors, who had publicly 
blamed the mode of treatment observed towards the patients, and 
spoken of another which he had seen practised with eminent success. 

"Some impudent quack," said the General, "who would force 
himself into business by bold assertions. Doctor Tourniquet and 
Doctor Lancelot are men of high reputation." 

" Do not mention their reputation," said the mother, with > 
mother's impatience; "did they not let ray sweet Reuben die? 
What avails the reputation of the physician, when the patient 
pcrisheth?"^ 

"If his honour would but see Doctor Harley," said Winter, 
turning half towards the lady, and then turning back again to his 
master. '' He is a very decent young man, who, I am sure, never 
expected what he said to r«ach your honour's ears , — and he is a 
•ative of JJorlhumberland." 




** Send X servant with a led horse,' laid the General ; " let the 
young man come liilher instantly." 

It is well known, that the ancient mode of treating the amall-pos 
was to refuse to the patient every thing which Nature urged him to 
desire; and, in particular, to confine him to heated rooms, beds 
loaded with blankets, and spiced wine, when Nature called for cold 
water and fresh air. A different mode of treatment had of late 
been adventured upon by some practitioners, who prcfei'icd reason to 
authority, and Gideon Gray had followed it for several years with 
extraordinary success. 

When General Wiiherinston saw Hartley, he was startled at his 
youth : but when he heard him modestly, but uiih conlidence, state 
the difference of the two modes of treatment, and the ratianaU of 
his practice, he listened with the most serious attention. So did 
his lady, her streaming eyes turning from Hartley to her husband, 
as if to watch wbat impression the arguments of the former were 
making upon the latter. General Wiiherington was silent for a 
few minutes after Hartley had finished his exposition, and seemed 
buried in profound rellcction. " To treat a fever," he said, " in a 
manner which tends to produce one, seems indeed to be adding 
fuel to fire." 

" It is— it is," said the lady. Let us trust this young man. 
General Wiiherington. We shall at least give our darlings the 
comforts of the fresh air and cold water, (or which they are pining." 

But the General remained undecided, "Your reasoning," he 
said to Hartley, "seems plausible i but still it is only hypothesis. 
What can you show to support your theory, in opposition to the 
general practice?" 

"My own observ.ition," replied the young man. "Here is a 
memorandum-book of medical cases which 1 have witnessed. It 
:wenty cases of small-pox, of which eighteen were re- 
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*" And the two others ? " said the General. 

"Terminated fatally," replied Hartley; "we can as yet but 
partially disarm this scourge of the human race." 

" Young man," continued the General, " were I to say that a 
thousand gold mohrs were yours in case my children live under 
jrour treatment, what have you to peril in exchange?" 

" My reputation," answered Hartley, firmly. 

" And you could warrant on your reputation the recovery of your 

" God forbid I should be so presumptuous! But I think I cou.d 
my using those means, wliich, with God's blessing, afford 
the fairest chance of a favourable result" 
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" Enough— you arc modest and sensible, as well as bold, and I 

will trust you." 

The lady, on whom Hartley's words and manner had made 
a great impression, and who was eager to discontinue a mode of 
treatment which subjected the patients to the greatest pain and 
privation, and had already proved unfortunate, eagerly acquiesced^ 
and Hartley was placed in full authority in the sick room. 

Windows were thrown open, fires reduced or discontinued, load* 
of bed-clothes removed, cooling drinks superseded mulled wine 
and spices. The sick-nurses cried out murder. Doctors Tourni- 
quet and Lancelot retired in disgust, menacing something like a 
general pestilence, in vengeance of what they termed rebellion 
against the neglect of the aphorisms of Hippocrates. Hartley 
proceeded quietly and steadily,and the patients got into a fair road 
of recovery. 

The young Northumbrian was neither conceited nor artful ; yet, 
with all his plainness of character, he could not but know the 
influence which a successful physician obtains over the parents of 
the children whom he has saved from the grave, and especially 
before the cure is actually completed. He resolved to use this 
influence in behalf of his old companion, trusting that the military 
tenacity of General Witherington would give way on consideration 
of the obligation so lately conferred upon him. 

On his way to the General's house, which was at present his 
constant place of residence, he examined the packet which Middle- 
mas had put into his hand. It contained the picture of Menie 
Gray, plainly set, and the ring, with brilliants, which Doctor Gray 
had given to Richard, as his mother's last gift. The first of 
these tokens extracted from honest Hartley a sigh, perhaps a tear 
of sad remembrance. " I fear," he said, " she has not chosen 
worthily ; but she shall be happy, if 1 can make her so." 

Arrived at the residence of General Witherington, our Doctor 
went first to the sick apartment, and then carried to their parenti 
the delightful account that the recovery of the children might be 
considered as certain. " May the God of Israel bless thee, young 
man ! " said the lady, trembling with emotion ; " thou hast wiped 
the tear from the eye of the despairing mother. And yet— alas I 
aJas 1 still it must flow when I think of my cherub Reuben. Oh t 
Mr. Hartley, why did we not know you a week sooner? — my darling 
bad not then died." 

"Cod gives and takes away, my lady," answered Hartley; "and 
you must remember, that two are restored to you out of three. It 
is f;ir from certain, (hat the Irealmenl I biive used towards the 
convaleiccDU would have brought through their brother; foi 
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the case, as repotted to me, was of a very inveterate descrip. 

" Doctor," said Wilherington, his voice tcsiifyinj; more cmciion 
than he usually or willingly gave way to, " yoa can comfort the 
sick in spirit as well as ihc sick in body. But it is lime we sellla 
our wager. Vou betted your reputation, which remains with you, 
increased by all the credit due to your eminent success, against a 
thousand gold mohrs, the value of which you will find in that 
pocket book." 

" General Witherington," said H;iillcy, "you are wealthy, and 
entitled to be generous— I am poor, and not entitled to dechne 
whatever may be, even in a liberal sense, a compensation for my 
professional attendance. But there is a bound to extravagance, 
both in giving and accepting ; and I must not haurd the newly 
acquired reputation with which you flatter me, by giving room to 
have It said, that I fleeced the parents, when their feelings were all 
afloat with anxiety for their children. Allow me to divide this 
large sum ; one half I will thankfully retain, as a most liberal 
recompense for my labour ; and if you still think you owe mc any 
thin;^, let me have it itt the advantage of your good opinion and 
countenance." 

"If I acquiesce in your proposal, Doctor Hartley," said the 
General, reluctantly receiving back a part of the contents of the 
pocketbook, " it is because I hope to serve you with my interest, 
even better than with my purse." 

" And indeed, sir," replied Hartley, " it was upon your interest 
that I am just about to make a small claim." 

The General and his lady spoke both in the same breath, ta 
assure him his boon was granted before asked. 

" 1 am not so sure of that," said Hartley ; " for it respects a 
point on. which I have heard say, that your Excellency is rather 
inflexible — the discharge of a recruit" 

" My duty makes me so," replied the General—" You know the 
soit of fellows that we are obliged to content ourselves with— they 
get drunk — grow pot-valiant— enlist over-night, and repent next 
morning. If I am to dismiss all those who pretend to have been 
trepanned, we should have few volunteers remain behind. Every 
one has some idle story of the promises of a swaggering Sergeant 
Kite — It is impossible to attend to them. But let me hear yours, 
however." 

" Mine is a very singular case. The parly has been robbed of a 
thousand pounds." 

" A recruit for this service possessing a thousand pounds I Mf 
dear Doctor, depend upon it, the fellow has gulled you. Bless n\^ 



r 



THE SURGEONS DAUGHTER. 



bearl, would a man who had a thousand pounds think of enhsUng 
. private seniinel?" 

He liad no such thoughts," answered Hartley. " He was pei^ 
Euaiied by the rogue wliom he trusted, that lie was to have a com- 
tnission." 

"Then his friend musi have been Tom Hillary, or the devil 
for no other could possess so much cunning and imp-jdence. H< 
will certainly find his way to the gallows ai Last. Siill this story of 
the thousand pounds seems a touch even hcyond Tom Hillary, 
What reason have you to think that this fellow ever had such a 
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sum of money? 

" I have the best reaso; 
ley ; " he and 1 served ol 
master ; and when he cai 
be had studied, and obta 
was deceived by the promh 



3 know it for certain," answered Hart- 
jme together, under the same excellent 
of age, not liking the profession which 
ng possession of his litde fortune, he 
;s of this same Hillary." 

: well-ordered Hospital 



Who has had him locked up i. 
yonder?" said the Genera!. 

"Even so, please your Excellency," replied Hartley; "not, I 
think, to cure him of any complaint, but to give him the oppor> 
tunity of catching one, which would silence all enquiries." 

" The milter shall be closely looked into. But how miserably 
careless the young man's friends must have been to let a raw lad 
go into the world with such a companion and guide as Tom Hillary, 
and such a sum as a thousand pounds in his pocket. His parents 
had better have knocked him on the head. It certainly was not 
done like canny Northumberland, as my servant Winter calls it." 

" The youth must indeed have had strangely hard-hearted, or 
careless parents," said Mrs. Witheringion, in accents of pity. 

"He never knew them, madam," said Hartley ; "there was a 
mystery on the score of his birth. A cold, unwilling, and almost 
unknown hand, dealt him out his portion when he came of lawful 
age, and he was pushed into the world like a bark forced from 
■hore. without rudder, compass, or pilot." 

Here General Witheringion involuntarily looked to his lady, 
while, guided by a similar impulse, her looks were turned upon 
him. They exchanged a momentary glance of deep and peculiar 
meaning, and then the eyes of both were fixed on the ground. 

"Were you brought up in Scotland f" said the lady, addressing 
herself, in a faltering voice, to Hartley— "And what was your 
master's name ? " 

ed my apprenticeship with Mr. Gideon Gray of the towa 
of Middlemas," said Hartley 

" Middlemas I Gray ! " repeated the lady, and fainted away. 
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Hartley offered the succours of his profession ; the husband ficw 
to support her head, and the instant that Mrs. Witherington began 
to recover, he whispered to her, in a tone bctwlxc entreaty and 
warning, " Zilia, beware— beware ! " 

Some imperfect sounds which she had begun to frame, died away 
ppon her tongue. 

" Let me assist you to your dressing-room, my love," said her 
obviously anxious husb.tnd. 

She arose with Ihe action of an automaton, which moves at the 
touch of a spring, and half hanging upon her husband, half drag- 
|;ing herself on by her own efToris, had nearly reached the door of 
the room, when Hartley following, asked if lie could be of any 

"No, sir;" said the General sternly; "this is no case for a 
stranger's iaterference ; when you are wanted 1 will send for 
you." 

Hartley stepped back on receinng a rebuff in a lone so different 
from that which General Witherington had used towards him in 
their previous intercourse, and disposed, for the first time, to give 
credit to public report, which assigned to that gentleman, with 
several good qualities, the character of a very proud and haughty 
man. Hitherto, he thought, I have seen him tamed by sorrow and 
anxiety, now the niind is regaining its. natural tension. But he 
must in decency interest himself for this unhappy Middlcmas. 

The General returned Into the apartment a minute or two after- 
wards, and addressed Hartley in his usua! tone of politeness, 
though apparently still under great embarrassment, which he m 
vain endeavoured to conceal. 

" Mrs. Witherington is better," he said, " and will be glad 10 see 
you before dinner. You dine with us, I hope ? * 

Hartley bowed. 

" Mrs. Witherington is rather subject to this sort of nervous fits, 
and she has been much harassed of laie by grief and apprehension. 
When she recovers from them, it is a few minutes before she can 
collect her ideas, and during such intervals — to speak very con- 
fidentially to you, my dear Doctor Hartley— she speaks sometimes 
■bout imaginary events which have never happened, and so 
about distressing occurrences in an early period of life. I am not, 
therefore, willing that any one but myself, or her old attendant M: 
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" Not ihat 1 recollect," answered Hartley j " but your Excellency 
his hit upon his name." 

" Thai is odd enough — Certainly you said something about 
Middlemas?" replied General Wilherington. 

"I mentioned the name of the town," said Hartley. 

" Ay, and I caught it up as the name of the recruit'-I was indeed 
occupied at the moment by my anxiety about my wife. But this 
Middlcmas, since such is his name, is a wild young fellow, I 
suppose ? " 

" 1 should do him wrong to say so, your Excellency. He may 
have had his follies like other young men ; but his conduct has, so 
far as I know, been respectable ; but, considering we lived in the 
Game house, we were not very iniiniate." 

'"That is bad — I should have liked him— that is — it would have 
been happy for him to have had a friend like you. T!ui 1 suppose 
you studied too hard for him. He would be a soldier, ha ? — Is he 
good-looking ?" 

" Remarkably so," replied Hartley ; " and has a very preftossess- 
ing manner." 

" Is his coroplexion darlc or fair ? " asked the General. 

" Rather uncommonly dark," said Hartley, — "darker, if I may 
use the freedom, than your Excellencj-'s." 

" Nay, then, he must be a black ouzel indeed ! — Does he under- 
stand langu^s'^sf " 

" Latin and French tolerably well." 

" Of course he cannot ftnce or dance ? " 

" Pardon me, sir, 1 am no great judge ; but Richard is reckoned 
to do both with uncommon skill" 

" Indeed ! — Sum this up, and it sounds well. Handsome, ac- 
complished in exercises, moderately learned, perfectly well-bred, 
not unreasonably wild. All this comes too high for the situation of 
a private sentinel He must have a commission, Doctor — entirely 
for your sake," 

" Your Excellency is generous," 

"It shall be so; and I will find means to make Tom' Hillary 
disgorge bis plunder, unless he prefers being hanged, a fate he has 
long deserved. Vou cannot go back to (he Hospital to-day. You 
dine with us, and you know Mrs. Witherington's fears of in- 
fliction ; but to-morrow find out your friend. Winter shall see him 
equipped with every thing needful. Tom Hillary shall repay 
advances, you know ; and he must be oif with the first detachment 
cruits, in the Middlesex Indiaman, which sails from the 
Downs on Monday fortnight ; Ihat is, if you think him fit for the 
1 dare say the poor fellow ia sick of the Isle of Wight." 
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"Your Kxcelkncy v.'ilt permit the young man to pay his respects 
to you before his departure I " 

" To what purpose, sir ? " said the General, hastily and peremp- 
torily ; but instantly added, " You are right — I should like 10 see 
him. Winter shall let him know the time, and take horses to fetch 
him hither. But he must have been out of the Hospital for a day 
ortwo ; so the sooner you can set him at liberty the better. In the 
meantime, take him to your own lodgings. Doctor ; and do not let 
him form any intimacies with the officers, or any others, in this 
place, where he may light on another Hillary." 

Had Hartley been as well acquainted as the reader with the 
circumstances of young Middlemas's birth, he might have drawn 
decisive conclusions from the behaviour of General Wiiherington, 
while his comrade was the topic of conversation. But as Mr. 
Gray and Middlemas himself were both silent on the subject, he 
knew little of it but from general report, which his curiosity had 
never induced him to scrutinize minutely. Nevertheless, what he 
did apprehend interested him so rnuch, that he resolved upon try- 
in)j a little experiment, in which he thought there could be no great 
harm. He placed on his finger the remarkable ring intrusted to 
his care by Richard Middlemas, and endeavoured to make it con- 
spicuous in approaching Mrs, Wiiherington ; taking care, however, 
that this occurred during her husband's absence. Her eyes had 
no sooner caught 3 sight of the gem, than they became riveted to 
it, and she begged a nearer sight to it, as strongly resembling one 
which she had given to a friend. Taking the ting from his finger, 
And placing it in her emaciated hand. Hartley informed her it was 
the property of the friend in whom he had just been endeavouring 
to interest the General. Mrs. Wiiherington retired in great 
emotion, but next day summoned Hartley to a private interview, 
the particulars of which, so far as are necessary to be known, shall 
be afterwards related. 

On the succeeding day after these important discoveries, Middle- 
mas, to his great delight, was rescued from his seclusion in the 
Hospital, and transferred to his comrade's lodgings in the town of 
Eyde, of which Hartley himself was a rare inmate ; the anniety of 
Mrs. Witherington detaining him at the General's house, long after 
his medical attendance might have been dispensed with. 

Within [WO or three days a commission arrived for Richard 
Middlemas, as a lieutenant in the service of the East India 
Company. Winter, by his master's orders, put the wardrobe of 
the young officer on a suitable footing; while Middlemas, en- 
chanted at finding himself at once emancipated from his late 
dreadful dilficultics, and placed under the protection of a man of 
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such importance as the General, obeyed implicilly (be hints tran3> > 
mitled 10 him by Hartley, and enforced by Winter, and abstained 
from Roing into public, or forming acquaintances with any one. 
Even Hartley himself he saw seldom ; and, deep as were 
obligntiors, he did not perhaps greatly regret the absence of on^ 
tvhose presence always alTecicd him with a scrise of humiliaticn itnd 
abascmeat 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The evening before he was to sail for the Downs, where ths 
Middlesex lay ready to weigh anchor, ihe n 
moned by Winter to attend him to the General's residence, foe the 
purpose of being introduced to his patron, to thank him at once, 
and lo bid him farewell. On the road, the old man took the liberty 
of schoohng his companion concerning the respect which he ought 
to pay to his master, " who was, though a kind and generous man 
as ever came from Northumberland, extremely rigid in punc- 
tiliously exacting the degree of honour which was his due." 

While they were advancing towards the house, the General and 
bis wife expected their arrival with breathless anxiety. They were 
seated in a superb drawing-room, the General behind a large 
chandelier, which, shaded opposite to his face, threw all the light 
to the other side of the table, so that he could observe any person 
placed there, without becoming the subject of observation in turn. 
On a heap of cushions, wrapped in a glittering drapery of gold and 
silver muslins, mingled with shawls, a luxury which was then a 
novelty in Europe, sate, or rather reclined, his lady, who, past tho 
full meridian of beauty, retained charms enough to distin^^uish he( 
as one who had been formerly a very fine woman, though her mind 
seemed occupied by the deepest emotion. 

" Zilia," said h^r husband, " you are unable for what you have 
undertaken— take my advice— re 
every thing that passes — but retii 
clitig to the idle wish of beholding for a n 
you can never again look upon?" 

" Alas ! " answered the ladv, " ami is nc 
■hall never see him more, a *sumcient rea 
sec him now — should wish to imprint on 
and the form which 1 am never again 
in the body ? Do not, my Richard, be n 
poor father, even when his wrath was in it 
loot upon my infant, and its cherub face dwelt with me, and was 
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my comfort, amr-ng ihe years of unutterable sorrow jn which my 

■" It is enough, Zilia— you have desired this boon— I liave granted 
it — and, at whatever risk, my promise shall be kept. But think 
how much depends on this fatal secret — your rank and estimation 
in society — my honour interested that that estimation should 
remain uninjured. Ziha, the moment that the promulgation of 
such a secret gives prudes and scandal-mongers a right to treat 
you with scorn, will be fraught with unutterable misery, perhaps 
with bloodshed and death, should a man dare to take up (be 

" You shall be obeyed, my husband," answered Zilia, " in all that 
the frailness of nature will permit. But oh, God of my fathers, of 
what clay bast thou fashioned us, poor mortals, who dread so much 
the shame which follows sin, yet repent so little for the sin itself !" 
In a minute afterwards steps were heard— the door opened — 
Winter announced Lieutenant Middlemas, and the unconscious 
Eon stood before his parents. 

Witherington started involuntarily up, but immediately con- 
strained himself to assume the easy deportment with which a 
superior receives a dependent, and «hich, in his own case, was 
usually mingled wUh a certain degree of hauteur. The mother had 
less command of herself. She too spmng up, as if with the inien- 
' tion of throwing herself on the neck of her son, for whom she 
had travailed and sorroved. But the warning glance of her 
husband attested her, as if by magic, and she remained standing, 
With her beautiful head and neck somewhat advanced, her hands 
clasped together, and extended forward in the altitude of motion, 
but motionless, nevertheless, as a marble statue, to which the 
sculptor has given all the appearance of life, but cannot impart its 
powers. So strange a gesture and posture might have excited the 
young officer's surprise ; but the lady stood in the shade, and he 
was so intent in looking upon bis patron, that he was scarce even 
conscious of Mrs. Witherington's presence. 

" I am hnppy in this opportunity," said Middlemas, obseri'ing 
that the General did not speak, " to return my thanks to General 
Witherington, .10 whom they never can be sufficiently paid." 

The sound of bis voice, though uttering words so indifferent^ 
seemed 10 dissoU-e the charm which kept bis mother motionless. 
She sighed deeply, relaxed the rigidity of bcr posture, and sunk 
back on the cushions from which she had started up. Middlemas 
turned a look towards her at the sound of the sigh, and the rustling 
of her drapery. The General hastened to speak. 

"My wife, Mr. Middlemas, has been unwell of late — your 
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n affection of thsi^^| 

ldlcm:i5, from the ^^^ 
uhich we liaw^^l 



friend, Mr. Hartley, might mention it to you 

Mr. Middlemas was, of course, sorry and concerned, 

" We have had distress in our family, Mr, Middlemas, from the 
ultimate and lie.irt-breakinn consequences of which we har»i 
escaped by the skill of your friend, Mr. Hartley. We will be 
happy if It is in our power to repay a part of our obligations tn 
services to his friend and protegi, Mr. Middlemas." 

" 1 am only acknowledged as Aw protcg^, then," thought Richard j 
but he said, " Every one must envy his friend, in having had the 
distinguished good fortune to be of use to General Witheringtoa 
and his family." 

"Vou have received your commission, I presume. Have you 
■ny particular wish or desire respecting your destination?" 

"No, may it please your Excellency," answered Middlemas. 
" I suppose Hartley would tell your Excellency my unhappy state 
■^that I am an orphan, deserted by the parents who cast mc on 
the wide world, an outcast about whom nobody knows or cares, 
except to desire that I should wander far enough, and live obscurely 
enough, not to disgrace them by their connexion wilh me." 

Zilia wrung her hands as he spoke, and drew her musUn veil 
closely around her head, as if to exclude the sounds which excited 
her mental agony. 

"Mr. Hartley was not particularly communicative about your 
affairs," said the General ; " nor do I wish to give you the pain of 
entering into them. What I desire to know is, if you are pleased 
with your destination to Madras?* 

" Perfectly, please your Excellency— any where, ao that there if 
no chance of meeting the villain Hillarj-." 

"Oh! Hillary's services are too necessary in the purlieus of 
Saint Giles's, the Lowlights of Newcastle, and such like places, 
where human carrion can be picked up, to be ptermittcd to go to 
India. However, to show you the knave has some grace, there are 
the notes of which you were robbed. You will find Ihcm the very 
same paper which you lost, except a small sum which the rogue 
bad spent, but which a friend has made up, in compassion for your 
sufferings." Richard Middlemas sunk on one knee, and kissed 
the hand which restored him to indepiendence. 

" Pshaw ! " said the General, " you are a silly young man ;" but 

he withdrew not his hand from his caresses. This was one of the 

n which Dick Middlemas could be oratorical. 

" O, my more than father," he said, " how much greater a debt 
do I owe to you than to the unnatural parents, who broi);;ht me 
into this world by their sin, and deserted me through Ihcir cruelty I' 
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Zilia, as she heard these cutting words, flung back her veil, 
raising it on both hands till it floated behind her like a mist, aiid 
then giving a faint groan, sunk down in a swoon. Pushing Middle- 
mas from him with a hasty moveraent, General Wilherinjlnn fleiv 
to his lady's assistance, and cairicd her in his amis, as if she h:id 
been a child, into the anteroom, where an old sen'ant wailed with 
the means of restoring suspended animation, which the unhappy 
husband too truly anticipated might be useful. These were haslily 
employed, and succeeded in calling the sufferer to life, but in a 
state of mental emotion that was terrible. 

Her mind was obviously impressed by the last words which her 
son had uttered. — " Did you hear him, Richard I" she exclaimed, 
in accents terribly loud, considering the exhausted state of her 
strength— "Did you .hear the words? It was Heaven speaking 
our condemnation by the voice of our own child. But do not fear, 
my Richard, do not weep 1 I will answer the thunder of Heaven 

She (lew to a harpsichord which stood in the room, and, while 
the servant and master gazed on each other, as if doubting whether 
her senses were about to leave her entirely, she wandered over the 
keys, producing a wilderness of harmony, composed of passages 
recalled by memory, or combined by her own musical talent, until 
at length her voice and instrument united in one of those magnifi- 
cent hymns in which her youth hnd praised her Maker, with voice 
and harp, like the Royal Hebrew who composed it. The tear 
ebbed insensibly from the eyes which she turned upwards— her 
vocal tones, combining with those of the instrument, rose to a pitch 
of brilliancy seldom attained by the most distinguished peiformers, 
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id then sunk into a dying cadence, which fell, 
— for the songstress had died with her strain. 

The horror of the distracted husband may be i 
all efibrts to restore life proved totally inefTcctual. 
despatched for medical men — Hartley, and every 
be found. The General precipitated himself intc 
they had so Utely left, and in his haste ran agaii 
who, at the sound of the music from the adjoining apartment, had 
naturally approached nearer to the door, and, surprised and startled 
by the sort of clamour, hasty steps, and confused voices which 
ensued, had remained standing thete, endeavouring to ascertain 

e cause of so much disorder. 

The sight of the unfortunate young man wakened the General's 
■tomiy passions to frenzy. He seemed to recognise his son only as 
death. Heseiiedhim by the cpllar.and shook 
Ulm violently as he dr.igged him into the chamber of mortality. 
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" Come hither,"he said, " ihou for whom a life of lowest obscurity 
was too mean 3 fate— come hither, and Jook on the parents whoat 
thoQ hast so much envied— whom thou hast so often cursed. 
Look at that pale emaciaied form, a figure of wax, rather than ilesh 
and blood — that is thy mother — that is the unhappy Ziha Mongada, 
to whom thy birch was the source of shame and misery, and to 
whom thy ill-omened presence has now brought death itself. And 
behold me " — he pushed the lad from him, and stood up erect, 
looking wellnigh in gesture and figure the aprstate spirit he de- 
scribed—" Behold me "—he said ; " see you not my hair streaming 
with sulphur, my brow scathed with lightning?— I am the Arch- 
Fiend— I am the father whom you St'ek — I am the accursed 
Richard Tresham, the seducer of Zilia. and the father of her 
murderer ! " 

Hartley entered while this horrid scene was passing. All atten- 
tion to the deceased, he instantly saw, would be thrown away ; and 
understanding, partly from Winter, partly from the tenor of the 
General's frantic discourse, the nature of the disclosure which had 
occurred, he hastened to put an end, if possible, to the frightful 
aJid scandalous scene which had taken plac& Aware liow deli- 
cately the General felt on the subject of reputation, he assailed him 
with remonstrances on such conduct, in presence of so many 
witnesses. But the mind had ceased to answer to that once power- 
ful key-note. 

" 1 care not if the whole world hear my sin and my punishment," 
said Witheringlon. " It shall not be a^'.iin said of me, that I fear 
shame more than I repent sin. I feared shame only for Zilia, and 
Zilia is dead ! ' 

" But her memory. General— spare the memory of your wife, io 
which the character of your children is involved." 

" I have no children 1 " said the desperate and violent man. 
" My Reuben is gone to Heaven, to prepare a lodging for the angd 
who has now escaped from earth in a flood of harmony, wliich can 
only be equalled where she is gone. The other two cherubs will 
not survive their mother. 1 shall be, nay, I already feel myself, * 
childless man." 

" Yet 1 am your son," replied Middiemas, in a lone sorrowful, 
but at the same time tinged with sullen resentment—" Your son by 
your wedded wife. Pale as she lies there, I call upon you both to 
acknowledge my rights, and all who are present to bear witness to 

" W'etch ! " exclaimed the maniac father, " canst thou think of 
thine own sordid rights in the midst of death and frenzy? My 
ton I— iliou art the fiend who tiast occasioned my wretchedness in 



I 




THE SURGEON'S DAUGHTER. 

ftis world, and who will share my eternal mi 
e from my sight, and my curse go with ihee ! ' 

His eyes fixed on the ground, his arras folded on his breast, the 
haughty and dogged spirit of Middlemas yet seemed to meditate 
reply. But Hartley, Winter, and other bystanders interfered, and 
forced him from the apartmenL As ihcy endeavoured to remon- 
strate with him, he twisted himself out of their grasp, ran to the 
stables, and seizing the first saddled hotse that he found, out of 
many that had been in haste got ready to seek for assistance, he 
threw himself on its back, and rode furiously off. Hartley was 
■bout to mount and follow him ; but Winter and the other 
domestics threw themselves around him, and implored him not to 
desert their unfortunate master, at a time when the influence which 
he had acquired over him might be the only restraint on the 
violence of his passions. 

" He had a coup de sokil in India," whispered Winter, "and ia 
capable of anything in his fils. These cowards cannot control 
him, and I am old and feeble." 

Satisfied that General Witherington was a greater object of 
compassion than Middlemas, whom besides he had no hope of 
overtaking, and who he beheved w.is safe in his own keeping, how- 
ever violent might be his present emotions. Hartley relumed where 
the greater cmei^ency demanded his immediate care. 

He found the unfortunate General contending with the domenticst 
who endeavoured to prevent his making his way to the apartment 
where his children slept, and exclaiming furiously — " Rejoice, my 
treasures — rejoice ! — He has fled who would proclaim your father's 
crime, and your mother's dishonour ! — He has fled, never to return, 
whose life has been the death of one parent, and the ruin of 
another! — Courage, my children, your father is with you^ — he will 
make his way to you through a hundred obstacles ! " 

The domestics, intimidated and undecided, were giving way to 
bim, when Adam Hartley approached, and placing himself before 
the unhappy man, fixed his eye firmly on the General's while he 
said in a low but stem voice^'' Aladman, would you kill your 
diildren?" 

The General seemed staggered in his resolution, but still at- 
tempted to rush past him. But Hartley, seizing him by the collar 
of his coat on each side, " You arc my prisoner," he said ; " I com- 

ind you to follow n 
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I" Ha ! prisoner, and for high treason ? Dog, thou hast met ihy ^^| 

death ■• ^H 

The dislraaed man drew a poniard from his bosom, and ^^H 

Hartley's strength and resolution might not perhaps have saved, ^^H 
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his life, had not Winter mastered the General's right band, and J 

contrived to disarm him. 

" I am your prisoner, then," he said ; " use me civilly— and let | 
me see my wife and children." 

" You shall see them to-morrow," said Hartley ; " follow « 
Instantly, and without the least resistance." 

General Wilherington followed like a child, with the air of on 
who is suffering for a cause in which he glories. 

" I am not asliamed of my principles," he said — " I am willing M ] 
die for my king." 

Without exciting his freniy, by contradicting the fantastic idea 
which occupied his imagination, Hartley continued to maintain 
over his patient the ascendency he had acquired. He caused him 
lo be led to his apartment, and beheld him suffer himself to be put 
to bed. Administering then a strong composing draught, and 
causing a servant to sleep in the room, he watched the unfortunate 
man till d.iwn of morning. 

General Wilherington awoke in his full senses, and apparent!/ 
conscious of his real situation, which he testified by low groans, 
sobs, and tears. When Hartley drew near his bedside, he knew 
him perfectly, and said, " Do not fear me — the fit is over — leave 
me now, and sec after yonder unfnriunale. Let him leave Britain 
as soon as possible, and go where his fate calls him, and where we i 
can never meet more. Winter knows my ways, and will take care , 
ofme." 

Winter gave the same advice. " I can answer " he said, " for 
my master's security ai present ; but in Heaven's name, prevent hU 
ever meeting again with that otiilurate j'oung man 1" 



CHAPTER IX. 

Well, then, the world's mine oyster, 
Which I with sword will open. 

Merry Wives of Windsor. 

When Adam Hartley arrived at his lod^-ings in the sweet little 
town of Ryde, his first enquiries were after his comrade. He had 
arrived last night late, man and horse all in a foam. He made no 
reply to any questions about supper or the like, but snatching ft 
candle, ran upstairs into his apartment, and shut and double-locked 
the door. The servants only supposed, that, being something in- 
toxicated, he had ridden hard, and was unwiUmg to cxpo^ 
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Hartley went to the door of his chamber, not without some ap- 
prehensiors ; and after knocking and calling more than once, 
received at length the welcome reliim, " Who is there ? " 

On Hartley announcing himself, the door opened, and MiddiC' 
mas appeared, well dressed, and with his hair arranged and 
powdered ; although, from the appearance of the bed, ii had not 
been slept in on the preceding right, and Richard's countenance, 
haggard and ghasily, seemed to bear witness to th^ woie facj.' _It* 
was, however, with an affectation of indifference that beapoka. 

" I congratulate you on your improvejntnt in ivorWry knowledge, 
Adam. It is just the time to'Sciert \1te -poor heir, and slick by 
him that is in injtnHii^ ^d^e':isioft of the wealth." 

" I staid last nignt ' at "General Withe rington's," answered 
Hartley, " because he is extremely ill" 

" Tell him to repent of his sins, then," said Richard. " Old 
Gray used to say, a doctor had as good a title to give ghostly 
advice as a parson. Do you remember Doctor Dulberry, the 
minister, calling him an interloper ? Ha ! ha ! ha ! " 

" [ am surprised at this style of language from one in your 



"Why, ay," said Middlemas, with a bitter smilc,^"it would be 
difficult to most men to keep up their spirits, after gaining and 
losing father, mother, and a good inheritance, all in the same day. 
But 1 had always a turn for philosophy." 

" I really do not understand you, Mr. Middlemas." 

" Why, I found my parents yesterday, did I not ? " answered the 
young man. " My mother, as you know, had waited but that 
moment lo die, and my father to become distracted ; and 1 conclude 
both were contrived purposely lo cheat me of my inheritance, as he 
has taken up such a prejudice against me." 

"Inheritance?" repeated Hartley, bewildered by Richard's calm- 
ness, and half suspecting that the insanity of the father was here- 
ditary in the family. " In Heaven's name, recollect yourself, and 
get rid of these hallucinations. What inheritance arc you dreaming 
of?" 

"That of my mother, to be sure^ who must have inherited old 
Mon;ada's wealth — and to whom should it descend, save to her 
children ?— I am the eldest of them— that fact cannot be denied." 

" But consider, Richard— recollect yourself," 

" I do," said Richard ; " and what then ? " 

" Then you cannot but remember," said Hartley, " that unless 
there was a will in your favour, your birth prevents you from 
inheriting." 

"You are mistaken, sir, I am kjrtimaXe. — -XiTiiw vvO^t^i'wsa* 
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whom you rescued from the grave, are not more le^timate than I 
ant. — Y» I our parents could not allow tbe air of Heaven to 
breathe on them — me they committed to the winds and the waves 
— I am nevertheless their lawful child, as well as their puling □fl'- 
flprins of advanced age and decayed health. 1 saw ihem, Adam— 
Winter showed tbe nursery to me while they were gatheriog - 
iourage to receive me in the drawing-room. There they lay, tbe 
cHiblreo of predilection, the riches of the East expended that they 
might desiysprt, and wake in magnificence. I, the eldest brother 
-~^he heir — I nood bestd* theij bed in the borrowed dress which I 
bad so lately eichange<( fai IheVagt nf ^n hospital. Their couches 
breathed the richest perfumes, while- !■ w»s tcekii>5 from a pest- 
bouse ; and I — I repeat it — the heir, the i>toduca of their earliest 
and best love, was thus treated. No wonder that my look was that 
of a basilisk.' 

" You speak as if you were possessed with an evil spirit," said 
Hartley j " or else you labour under a strange delusion." 

" You think those only are legally married over whom a drowsy 
parson has read the ceremony from a dog's-eared prayer-book? 
Ii may be so in your English law— but Scotland makes Love 
liimsclf the priest A vow beiwiicl a fond couple, the blue heaven 
slone witnessing, will protect a confiding girl against the perjury of 
ft Gcklc swain, as much as if a Dean had performed the rites in the 
loftiest cathedral in England. Nay, more ; if the child of love be 
acknowledged by the father at the time when he is baptised — if he 
present the mother to strangers of respectability as his wife, the 
laws ol Scotland will not allow him to retract the justice which has, 
In these actions, been done to the female whom he has wronged, or 
the offspring of their mutual love. This General Tresham, or 
Witherington, treated my unhappy mother as his wife before Gray 
•nd others, quartered her as such in the family of a respectable 
man, gave her the same name by which he himself chose to pasi 
for the lime. He presented me to the priest as his lawful ofTipringj 
and the law of Scotland, benevolent to the helpless child, will not 
allow him now to disown what he so formally admitted. I know 
my rights, and am determined to claim them.' 

" You do not then intend to go on board the Middlesex ? Think 
ft little — You will lose your voyage and your commission.' 

"I will save my birth-right," answered Middlemas. "When I 
thought of going to India, I knew not my parents, or how to make 
good Ihe rights which 1 had through them. That riddle is solved. 
I am entitled to at least a third of Mon^ada's estate, which, by 
Witiler's account. Is considerable. But for you, and your mode of 
trcMiag the smaU-poXf 1 should have had the whole. Little did I 
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IhinV, when old Gray was likely to have his wig pulled off, for pulling 
out 6res, throwing open windows, and exploding whisky and water, 
that ihc new system of treating the small-pox was lo cost me so 
many thousand pounds." 

" You are determined, then," said Hartley, " on this wild course ? • 

" I know ray rights, and am determined to make them available," 
answered the obstinate youth." 

" Mr. Richard Middlemas, I am sorry for you." 

"Mr. Adam Hartley, I beg to know why I am honoured by your 

iOfTOW," 

" I pity you," answered Hartley, " both for the obstinacy of sclfisb. 
ness, which can think of wealth after the scene you saw lajt night, 
and for the idle vision which le.kds you to believe thai you can 
obtain possession of it." 

" Selfish ! " cried Middleman ; " why, I am a dutiful son, labour- 
ing to clear the memory of a calumniated mother — And am I 
a visionary? — Why, it was to this hope that I awakened, when old 
Mon^ada's letter to Cray, devoting me to perpetual obscurity, first 
roused me to a sense of my situation, and dispelled the dreams of 
my childhood. Do you think that I would ever have submitted to 
the drudgery which 1 shared with you, but that, by doing so, I kept 
in view the only traces of these unnatural parents, by means of 
which I proposed to introduce myself to their notice, and, if neces- 
sar)% enforce the rights of a legitimate child ? The silence and death 
ofMongada broke my plans, and it was then only I reconciled 
myself lo the thoughts of India." 

" You were very young lo have tnoivn so much of the Scollish 
Uw, at the time when we were first acquainted," said Hartley. "But 
I can guess your instructor." 

" No less authority than Tom Hillary's," replied Middleinas. 
" His good counsel on that head is a reason why I do not now 
prosecute him lo the gallows." 

" I judged as much," replied Hartley ; " for I heard him, before 
I left Middlemas, debating the point with Mr. Lawford ; and I re- 
collect perficUy, that he slated the law to be such : 
down ■ 
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"And what said Lawford in answer?" demanded Middiemas. 

"He admitted," replied Hartley, "ihat in circumstances nhero 
the case was doubtful, such presumptions of legitim.iey might be 
admitted. But he said they were liable to be controlled by posiiive 
and precise tesiimony, as, for instance, the evidence of the mother 
declaring the illegitimacy of the child." 

"But there can exist none such in my cas^" said Middlemas 
tastily, and with marks of alamu 
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" I will not deceive you, Mr. Middlemaa, tliough I fear I cannot 
help giving you pain. 1 had yesterday a long conference vviih yi 
mother, Mrs. Wiiheringlon, in which she acknowledged you as I 
son, hut a sun born before marriage. This express declaration will, 
therefore, put an end to the suppositions on which you ground your 
hopes. If you please, you may hear the contents ofher declaration, 
which I have in her own handwriting." 

" Contusion ! is the cup to be for ever dashed from my lipa ?" 
muttered Richard; hut recovering his composure, by exertion of 
the self-command of which he possessed so large a portion, he 
desired Hartley to proceed with his communication. Hartley ac- 
cordingly proceeded to inform him of the particulars preceding his 
birth, and those which followed after it ; while Middlema? sealed 
on a. sea-chest, listened with inimitable composure to a la!e which 
went to root up the flourishing hopes of wealth which he had lately 
so fondly entertained. 

Zilia Mongada was the only child of a Portuguese Jew of great 
wealth, who had come to London, in prosecution of his commerce. 
Among the few Christians who frequented his house, and occasion* 
ally his table, was Richard Tresham, a gentleman of a hig!) North- 
umbrian family, deeply engaged in the service of Charles Edward 
during his short invasion, and though holding a commission in the 
Portuguese service, still an object of suspicion to the British 
government, on account of his well-known courage and Jacobiiical 
principles. The high-bred elegance of this gentleman, together 
with his complete acquaintance with the Portuguese language and 
manners, had won the intimacy of old Mongada, and, alas ! the 
heart of the inexperienced Zilia, who, beautiful as an angel, had as 
littleltnowledge of the world and its wickedness as the lamb that is 
but a week old. 

Tresham made his proposals to Mon^ada, perhaps in a manner 
which too evidently showed that he conceived the high-born 
Christian was degrading himself in asking an alliance with the 
wealthy Jew, Mon;ada rejected his proposals, forbade him hit 
house, but could not prevent the lovers from meeting in private; 
Trvsham made a dishonourable use of the opportunities which the 
poor Zilia so incautiously afforded, and the consequence was her 
ruin. The lover, however, had every purpose of rightingthe injury 
which he had inflicted, and, after various plans of secret marriage, 
vhich were n-ndered abortive by the difference of religion, and 
other circumstances, flight for Scotland was determined on. The 
hurry of the journey, the fear and anxiety to which Zilia was sub- 
ject, brought on her confinement several weeks before the usual 
IJmc, 50 that they were compelled to accept of the assistance and 
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accommodation offered by Mr. Gray. They had not been iher» 
many hours ere Tresham heard, by Ihc medium of some sharjv 
sighted or keen-eared friend, that there were warrants out against 
him for treasonable practices. His correspondence with Chnrlei 
Edward had become known to Mon^ada during the period of 
Ihcir friendship ; he betrayed it in vengeance to the Biitish cabinet, 
and warrants were issued, in which, at hlon^ada's request, his 
daughter's name was included. Tins might be of use, he appre- 
hended, to enable him (o separate his daughter from Tresliam, 
should he find the fugitives actually married. How far he suc- 
ceeded, the reader already knows, as well as the precautions which 
he took to prevent the living evidence of his child's frailty from 
being known to evist. His daughter he carried wiih him, and 
subjected her to severerestraint,whichherown reflections rendered 
doubly bitter. It would have completed hii revenge, had the 
author of Zilia's misfortunes been brought to the scatTold for his 
political offences. But Tresham skulked among friends 
Highlands, and escaped until the affair blew over. 

He aftenvards entered inio the East India Company's service^ 
under his mother's name of Wilherington, which concealed Ihs 
Jacobite and rebel, until these terms were forgotten. His skill in 
military affairs soon raised him to riches and eminence. When he 
returned to Britain, his first enquiries were after the family at\ 
Moni;ada. His fame, his wealth, and the late conviction that 
daughter never would marry any but him who had her first love^ 
induced the old man to give that encouragement to General 
Witherington, which he had always denied to the poor and out- 
lawed Major Tresham ; and the lovers, after having been fourteen 
years separated, were at length united in wedlock. 

General Witherington eagerly concurred in the earnest wish of 
his father-in-law, that every remembrance of former events should 
be buried, by leaving the fruit of the early and unhappy intrigue 
suitably provided for, but in a distant and obscure situation. Zilia. 
thought far olher»'ise. Her heart longed, with a mother's longing, 
towards the object of her first maternal tenderness, but she elated 
not place herself in opposition at once to the will of her faiheri 
and the decisidn of her husband. The former, bis religious pre- 
judices much effaced by his long residence in England, had given 
consent tliat she should conform to the established religion of her 
husband and her country, — the latter, haughty as we have described 
him, made it his pride to introduce the Iwautiful convert among 
his high-born kindred. The discovery of her former frailty would 
have proved a blow to htr respectability, which he dn-aded hke 
death ; and it could not long re.nain a secret firora. t^ -svfe^iix-ja. 
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In consequence of n. severe illness in India, even his reason becaint J 

LSionally slinfcen by any thins which violently agiiaicd hii 
feelings. She had, therefore, acquiesced in patience and silence ta 
the course of policy which Mongada had devised, and which her 
husband anxiously and warmly approved. Yet her thoughts, even 
when their marriaije was blessed with other offspring, anxiously 
Te\'erted to the banished and outcast child, who had first been 
clasped to the maternal bosom. 

All these feelings, " subdued and cherished long," were set afloat 
in full tide by the unexpected discovery of this son, redeetned from 
a lot of extreme misery, and placed before his mother's imagination 
in circumstances so disastrous. 

Ii was in vain that her husband had assured her that he would 
secure the young man's prosperity, by his purse and his interest. 
She could not be satisfied, until she had herself done something ta 
alleviate the doom of banishment to which her cldcst-bom was 
thus condemned. She was the more eager to do so, as she felt the 
extreme delicacy of her health, which was undermined by so many 
years of secret suffering. 

Mrs. Wiiherington was, in conferring her niaiernal bounty, 
naturally led to employ the agency of Hartley, the companion of 
her son, and to whom, since the recovery of her younger children, 
■he almost looked up as to a tutelar ddty. She placed in his 
hands a sum of Uiooo, which she had at her own unchallenged 
disposal, with a request, uttered in the fondest and most affec- 
tionate terms, that it might be applied to the service of Richard 
Middlcmas in the way Hartley should think most useful to him. 
She assured him of further su;iport, as it should be needed ; and 
Bi note to the following purport was also intrusted to him, to be 
delivered when and where the prudence of Hartley should judge 
It proper to confide to him the secret of his birth. 

" Oh, Benoni ! Oh, child of my sorrow ! " said this interesting 
document, "why should the eyes of thy unhappy mother be about' 
to obt.iin permission to look on thee, since her arms were denied 
the right to fold thee to her bosom ? May the God of Jews and 
of Geniilcs waich over thee, and guard thee! May he remove, 
in his good time, the darkness which rolls between me and the 
beloved of my heart— the first fruit of my unhappy, nay, unhal- 
lowed affection. Uo not— do rot, my beloved !— think thyself a 
lonely exile, while thy mother's prayers arise for thee at sunrise 
and at sunset, to call down every blessing on thy head — to ii»- 
voke every power in thy protection and defence. Seek not to 
gee at—Oh, why must I say so !— But let me humble myself ia 
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the dust, since it is my ovfn sin, my own folly, which I must 
blame J— but seek not to see or spcalc with me— it might be the 
death of both. Confide thy thoughts to the excellent Hanley, 
who hath been the guardian angel of us all— even as the tribes 
of Israel had each their guardian angel. What thou shalt wisli, 
and he shall advise in thy behalf, shall be done, if in the power 
of a mother— And the love of a mother I Is it bounded by seas, 
or can deserts and distance measure its hmits ? Oh, child of my 
(orrow ! Oh, Benoni ! let thy spirit be ivith mine, as mine is 
with thca " Z. M," 

All these arrangements being completed, the unfortimate lady 
next insisted viih her husband that she should be permitted lo see 
her son in that parting interview which terminated so fet.iUy. 
Hartley, lliercfore, now discharged as her executor, the duty 
intrusted to him as her confidential agent, 

" Surely," he thought, as, having finished his communi<:,^tio^, he 
■was about to leave the apartment, " surely the demons of Ambition 
and Avarice will unclose the talons which they have lixcd upon this 
man, at a charm like this." 

And indeed Richard's heart had been formed of the nether mill- 
stone, had he not been duly affected by these first and last tokens 
of his mother's affection. He leant his head upon a table, and his 
tears flo we d plentifully. Hartieyleft him undisturbed for more than 
an hour.and on his return found him in nearly the same attitude IQ 
which he had left him. I 

" I regret lo disturb you al this moment,'' he said, "but I have I 
Still a pnrl of my duty to discharge. 1 must place in your possession I 
the dcp-jsit which your mother made in my hands— and 1 must also I 
remind you that time flies fast, and that you have scarce an hour or I 
two to determine whether you will prosecute your Indian voyage, | 
under the new view of circumstances which 1 have opened lo you." 

Middlemas took the bills which his mother had bequeathed him. 
As he raised his head. Hartley could observe that his face was 
stained with tears. Yet lie counted over the money with mercantile 
accuracy ; and though he assumed the pen for the purpose of writ- 
ing a discharge with an air of inconsolable dejection, yet he drew it ■ 
up in good set terms, like one who had his senses much at his com- I 

" And now," he said, in a mournful voice, " give me my mother's 

Hartley almost started, and answered hastily, " You have the 
poor lady's letter, which was addressed to yourself — the narrative is 
addressed to me. It is my warrant for disposing ot ^W^ivjaiit*. 
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the rights of third parties, and I aaaat part ' 
with it." 

" Surely, surely it were belter to deliver it inlo my hands, ws 
but lo weep over it," answered Middlemas, " My fortune, ifirtley, 
has been very crueL You see that my parents porposed Co hare 
made me their undoubted heir ; yet their purpose waj dis^npamtcd 
by accidenL Atid now my mother comes with weil-tn'.eaded fond- 
ness, and while she means to advance my foitcaf, fum^Lshes 
evidence lo destroy it. — Come, come, Hartley — yon must 
scious that my mother wrote those details entirely for mj iniii-in*. 
tion. I am the rightful owner, and insist on having ctioii.* 

" I am sorry 1 must insist on refusing your demand,' ansvered 
Hartley, putting the papers in his pocket, " You ought to cmsid'cr, 
that i( this communication has destroyed the idle and i^rcssdiest 
hopes which you have indulged in, it has, at the same time, more 
than trebled your capital ; and that if there are some hundreds or 
thousands in the world richer than yourself, (here are many millions 
not half so well provided. Set a brave spirit, then, against your 
fortune, and do not doubt your success in life." 

His words seemed to sink into the gloomy mind of Middleman 
He stood silent for a moment, and then answered with a reluctant 

"My dear Haiiley, we have long been companions — you caa 
have neither pleasure nor interest in ruining; my hopes— you may 
find some in rorw,irding ihem. Mon^da's fortune will enable me 
to allow live thousand pounds to the fiiend who should aid me ia 
my difficulties." 

" Good morning to you, Mr, Middlemas," said Hartley, endca> 
Vouring to withdraw. 

"One moment— one moment," said Middlemas, holding his 
friend by the button at the same time, " 1 meant lo say ten thou- 
sand—and—and—marry whomsoever you like — I will not be your 
hind era nee." 

"You are a villain i" said Hartley, breaking from him, "and I 
alw.iys thought you so." 

"And you," answered Middlemas, "are a fool, and 1 never 
thought you bctler. Off he goes— Let him— the game has been 
played and lost— I must hedge my bets ; India must be my back- 
play." 

All was in readiness for his departure, A small vessel and a 
favouring gale conveyed him and several other military gentlemen 
to the Downs, where the Indiainan which was to transport them 
from Europe, lay ready for their reception. 

His first feelings were sufficiently disconsolate. Cut accustomed 
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from his infancy to conceal his internal thoughts, he appeared in 
" a week the gayest and hest bred passenger who ever 
dared (he longand weary space beiwixl Old England and her Indian 
possessions. At Madras, where the sociable feelings of theresidenC 
inhabitants give ready way to enthusiasm in behalf of any stranger 
of agreeable qualities, he experienced that warm hospitality which 
distinguishes the British character in the East. 

Middlemas was well received in company, and in the way of 
becoming an indispensable guest at every entertainment is the 
place, when the vessel, on board of which Hartley acted as surgeon's 
mate, arrived at the same settlement. The latter would not, from 
his situation, have been entitled to expect much civility and atleu< 
lion ; but this disadvantage was made up by his possessing the most 
powerful introductions from General Witheringion, and from other 
persons of weight in Leadenliall Street, the General's friends, to the 
principal inhabitants in (he settlement. He found himself once 
more, therefore, moving in the same sphere with Middlemas, and 
under the alternative of living with him on decent and distant 
terms, or of breaking off with him altogether. 

The first of these courses might perhaps have been the wisest ; 
but the other was most congenial to the blunt and plain character 
of Hartley, who saw neither propriety nor comfort in maintaining a 
show of friendly intercourse, to conceal hale, contempt, and mutual 
dislike. 

The circle at Fort Saint George was much more restricted at that 
time than it has been since. The coldness of the young men did 
not escapenotice; Ittranspiredihat theyhad been once intimates and 
fellow-students ; yet it was now found that they hesitated at accepting 
invitations to the same parlies. Rumour assigned many different 
and incompatible reasons for this deadly breach, to which Hartley 
gave no attention whatever, while Lieutenant Middlemas took care 
to countenance those which represented the cause of the quarrel 
most favourably to himself. 

" A little bit of rivalry had taken place," he said, when pressed 
by gentlemen for an explanation ; " he had only had the good luck 
to get further in the good graces of a fair lady than his friend Hart- 
Icy, who had made a quarrel of it, as they saw. He thought it very 
silly to keep up spleen, at such a distance of time and space. Kc 
was sorry, more (or the sake of the strangeness of the appearance 
of the thing than any thing else, although his friend had really some 
very good points about him." 

While these whispers were working their effect in society, they 
did not prevent Hartley from receiving the most flattering assur- 
ances of encotira^cment and official promotion from the M.iuic?Jk' 
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govcmmentas opportunity should arise. Soon afier.itwas intimated 
to him that a medical appointment of 3 ' 

settlement was conferred on him, which removed him for some tima 
from M.idras and its neighbourhond. 

Hartley accordingly sailed on his distant expedition ; and it v 
Cibsen'cd, that alter his departure, the character of Middler 
some check had been removed, began to display itself in disagree- 
able colours. It was noticed that this young man, whose manners 
were so agreeable and so courteous during the first months after his 
arrival in India, began now to show symptoms of a haughty and 
overbearing spirit. He had adopted, for reasons which the reader 
may conjecture, but which appeared to be mere whim at Fort St. 
George, the name of Tresham, in addition to that by which he had 
hitherto been disiinsuished, and in this he persisted with an 
obstinacy, which t>e1anged more to the pride than the craft of his 
character. The Lieutenant- Colonel of (he regiment, an old cross- 
tempered martinet, did not choose to indulge the Captain (such was 
DOW the rank of Middlcmas) in this humour. 

" He knew no officer," he said, " by any name save that which h» 
' and he Middlemass'd the Captain on all 



One fatal evening, the Captain »as so much provoked, as ts 
intimate peremptorily, "that he knew his own name best,* 

"Why, Captain Middlemas,'' replied the Colonel, "it is not every 
child that knows its own father, so how can every man be so sure 
Ofhis own name?" 

The bow was drawn at a venture, but the shaft found the rent in 
the armour, and slung deeply. In spite of all the interposition 
which could be .itiemptcd, Middlcmas insisted on challenging tho 
Colonel, who could be persuaded to no apoiogy. 

"If Captain Middlemas," he said, "thought the cap fitted, ha 
was welcome to wear it" 

The result was a meeting, in which, after the parlies had ex^ 
changed shots, the seconds tendered their mediation. It was 
rejected by Middlemas, who, at the second fire, had the misforlune 
to kill his commanding officer. In consequence, he was obliged to 
fly from the British settlements ; for. being universally blamed for 
having pushed the quarrel to extremity, there was little doubt that 
the whole seventy of military discipline would be exercised upon 
the delinquent. Middlemas, therefore, vanished from Fort St. 
George, and, though the affair had made much noise at the lime, 
was soon no longer talked of. It was understood, in general, that 
he had gone to seek that fortune at the court of some native prmcc, 
vJuci"^^ could no longer hope for in the British scttlementt. 
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CHAPTER X. 



TiiREE years passed away after Ihc fatal r 
in the last Clinpter, and Doctor Hartley retui 
pointed mission, which was onljr temporary, i 
menC to settle in Madras in a medical capacity ; and, upon ha^'i^g 
done so, soon had reason to Ihintc he had chosen a line in which 
he might rise to wealth and rcputalion. His practice was not con- 
fined to his countrymen, but much sought after among the natives, 
who, whatever may be their prejudices against the Europeans in 
other respects, universally esteem their superior powers in the 
medical profession. This lucrative branch of practice rendered 
it necessary that Hartley should make the Oriental languages his 
study, in order to hold coram unic.it ion with his patients without 
the intervention of an interpreter. He had enough of opportuni- 
ties to practise as a Uii;;ul5l, for, in acknowledgment, as he used 
jocularly to say, of the large fees of the wealthy Moslemah and 
Hindoos, he attended the poor of all nations gratis, whenever he 
was called upon. 

It so chanced, that one evening he was hastily summoned by a 
message from the Secretary of the Go\'Criiment, to attend a patient 
of consequence. " Yet he is, after all, only a fakir," said the 
message. "Vou will find him at the tomb of Cara RazI, the 
Mahonicdan saint and doctor, about one coss from the fort. 
Enquire for him by the name of Barak EI Hadgi. Such a patient 
promises no fees ; but we know how lillle you care about the 
pagodas ; and, besides, the Government is your paymaster on this 



"That is the last matter lo be ihoitghi on," said Hartley, 
and instantly repaired in his paJanquin to the place polnicJ 

The tomb of the Owliah, or Mahomedan Saint, C:ir3 Raji, was 
a place held in much reverence by every good Mussulman. It was 
situated in the centre of a grove of mangos and tamaiind-trces, 
and was built of red stone, having three domes, and minarets at 
every comer. There was a court in front, as usual, around which 
were cells conslnicted for the accommodation of the Fakirs who 
visited the tomb from motives of devotion, and made a longer or 
shorter residenae there as they thought proper, subsisting upon the 
alms which ihe Faithful never fail lo bestow on them in exchange 
_ for the benefit of their prayers. These devotees were en^agid da.i ^_ 
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and night in reading verses of the Koran before the tomb, which 
was constructed of white marble, inscribed with sentences from 
the book of the Prophet, and with the various titles conferred by 
the Koran upon the Supreme Beini;. Such a sepulchre, of which 
there are many, is, with its appendages and attendants, respected 
during wars and revolutions, and no less by Feringis, (Franks, tlint 
is,) and Hindoos, than by Mahomedans themselves. The Fnkirs, 
in return, act as spies for all parties, and are often employed in 

Complying with the M.ihomcdan custom, our friend Hartley laid 
■side his shoes at the gates of the holy precincts, and avoiding to 
give offence by approaching near to the tomb, he went up to the 
principal Moullah, or priest, who ivas distinguishable by the length 
of his beard, and the siie of the large wooden beads, with which 
the Mahomedans, like the Catholics, keep register of their prayers. 
Such a person, venerable by his age, sanctity of character, and his 
leal or supposed contempt of worldly pursuits and enjoyments, is 
regarded as the head of an establishment of this kind. 

The Moullah is permitted by bis situation to be more communi- 
cative with strangers than his younger brethren, who in the present 
instance remained with their eyes fixed on the Koran, muttering 
their recitations without noticing the European, or attending to 
what he said, as he enquired at their superior for Barak el Hadgi. 

The Moullah was seated on the earth, from which he did not 
arise, or show any mark of reverence ; nor did he interrupt the 
tale of his beads, which he continued to count assiduously while 
Hartley was speaking. When he finished, the old nias raised 
his eyes, and loaking at him with an air of distraction, as if he 
was endeavouring to recollect what he had been saying, he at 
length pointed to one of the cells, and resumed his devotions 
like one who felt impatient of whatever withdrew his attention 
from his sacred duties, were it but for an instant. 

Hartley entered the cell indicated, with the usual salutation 
of Salam Alaikum. His patient lay on a little carpet in a corner 
of the small white-washed cell. He was a man of about forty, 
dressed in the black robe of his order, very much torn and patched. 
He wore a high conical cap of Tartarian felt, and had round 
his neck the string of black bc.Tds belonging to his order. His 
eyes and posture indicated suffering, which he was enduring with 
stoical patience. 

" Salam Alaikum," said Hartley ; " you are in pain, my father?" 
— a title which he gave rather to the profession than to the years 
of the person he addressed. 

"Salam Alaikum b^-ma iabastem? answered the Fakir ; " Well 
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Is it for you that you have sufTered patiently. The Book saith, 
such shall be the greeting of the angels to tliose who enter para- 
dise." 

The conversation being thus opened, the physician proceeded to 
enquire into the complaints of the patient, and to prescribe what 
he thought advisable. Having done this, he was about to retire^ 
when, to his great surprise, the Fakir tendered him a. ring of some 

" The wise," said Hartley, declining the present, and at the same 
tinte paying a suitable compliment to [he Fakir's cap and robe, — 
" the wise of every country are brethren. My left hand takes no 
guerdon of my right-" 

" A Feringi can then refuse gold I " said the Fakir. " I thought 
they took it from every hand, whether pure as that of an Houri, or 
leprous like Gehazi's— even as the hungry dog rcckclh not whether 
the flesh he eaicth be of the camel of the prophet Salelh, or of 
the ass of Degial^on whose head be curses 1 ' 

" The Book says,'" replied Hartley, " that it is Allah who closes 
and who enlarges the heart. Frank and Mussulman are all alike 
moulded by his pleasure." 

" My brother hath spoken wisely," answered the patient. " Wel- 
come the disease, if it bring thee acquainted with a wise physician. 
For what saith the poet^ ' It is welt to have fallen to the earth, if 
while grovelling there thou shalt discover a diamond,' " 

The physician made repealed visits to his patient, and con- 
tinued to do so even after the heahh of El H.idgi was entirely 
restored. He had no difficulty in discerning in him one of those 
secret agents frequently employed by Asiatic Sovereigns. His 
intelligence, his learning, above all, his versatility and freedom 
from prejudices of every kind, left no doubt of Barak's possess- 
ing the necessary qualifications for conducting such delicate 
negotiations ; while his gravity of habit and profession could not 
prevent his features from expressing occasionally a perception of 
humour, not usually seen in devotees of his class. 

Barak £1 Hadgi talked often, amidst their private conversations, 
of the power and dignity of the Nawaub of Mysore ; and Hartley 
had little doubt that he came from the Court of Hydcr Ali, on 
some secret mission, perhaps for achieving a more solid peace 
betwixt that able and sagacious Prince and the East India 
Company's Government, — that which existed for the time being 
regarded on both parts as little more than a hollow and insincere 
truce. He told many stories to the advantage of this Prince, who 
certainly was one of the wisest that Hindostan could \ioa.'i\.-, -a.^^. 
•midst great crimes, perpetrated to graui^ \iv% anto\'wyti,fiiwji2-~j<&. 
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niany instances of princely generosity, and, what was 3 I: 
surprising, of cven-liandcd justice. 

On one occasion, shortly before Barak El Hadgi left Madras, he 
visited the Doctor, and partook of his sherbet, wlilch he preferred 
to his own, perhaps because a few glasses of rum or brandy were 
usually added to enrich the compound. It might be owing to 
repealed applications to the jar which contained this generous fluid, 
that the Pilgrim became more than usually frank in his communis 
cations, and not contented with praising his Nawaub with the most 
hyperbolic eloquence, he began to insinuate the influence which 
he himself enjoyed with the Invincible, the Lord and Shield of the 
Faith of the PropheL 

" Brother of my soul," he said, "do but think if thou needest 
■ught that the all-powerful Hyder All Khan Bahauder can give] 
and then use not the intercession of those who dwell in palaces, 
and wear Jewels in their turbans, but seek the cell of thy brother at 
the Great City, uhich is Seringapalam. And the poor Fakir, la 
bis torn cloak, shall better advance thy suit with the Nawaub [for 
Hyder did not assume the title of Sultaun] than they who sit upon 
seats of honour in the Divan." 

With these and sundry other expressions of repird, he exhorted 
Hartley to come into the Mysore, and look upon the face of the 
Great Prince, whose glance inspired wisdom, and whose nod con- 
ferred wealth, so that Folly or Poverty could not appear before 
him. He offered at the same time to requite the kindness which 
Hartley had evinced to him, by showing him whatever was worthy 
the aiienlion of a sage in the land of Mysore. 

Hartley was not reluctant to promise to undertake the proposed 
journey, if the continuance of good understanding betwixt tlicir 
governments should render it practicable, and in reality looked 
forward to the possibility of such an event with a good deal of 
interest The friends parted with mutual good wishes, after ex- 
changing, in the Oriental fashion, such gifts as became sages, to 
whom knowledge was to be supposed dearer than wealth. Barak 
*1 Hadgi presented Hartley with a small quantity of the balsam of 
Mecca, very hard to be procured in an unadulterated form, and 
g.ive him at the same lime a passport in a peculiar character, 
which he assured him would be respected by every officer of the 
Nawaub, should his frienii be disposed to accomplish his visit to 
the Mysore. " The head of him who should disrespect this safe- 
conduct," he said, " shall not be more safe than that of the barlty- 
slalk which the reaper has grasped in his hand" 

Hartley requited these civilities by the present of a few medicines 
UtUe used in the East, but such as he thought might, with suitable 
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directions, be safely intrusted to a. man so intelligent as his Moslem 

It was several months after Barak had returned to the interior 
o( India, that Hartley was astonished by an unexpected ren- 
counter. 

The ships from Europe had but lately anived, and Kad brought 
over ihcir usual cargo of boys longing to be commanders, and 
young women without any purpose of being married, but whom a 
pious duty to some brother, some uncle, or other male relative, 
brought to India to keep his house, until they should lind them- 
selves unexpectedly in one of their own. Doctor Hartley happened 
to attend a public breakfast given on this occasion by a gentleman 
high in the service. The roof of his friend had been recently en- 
riched by a consignment of three nieces, whom the old gentleman, 
justly attached to his quiet hookah, and, it was said, to a pretty 
girl of colour, desired to offer to the public, that he might have the 
fairest chance to get rid of his new guests as soon as possible. 
Hartley, who was thought a fish worth casting a fly for, was con- 
templating this fair investment with very little interest, when he 
heard one of the company say to another in a low »oicc, 

" Angels and ministers I there is our old acquaintance, ths 
Queen of Sheba, returned upon our hands like unsaleable goods." 

Hartley looked in the same direction with the two who were 
speaking, and his eye was caught by a Semiramis-looking person, 
of unusual stature and amplitude, arrayed in a sort of rit-ing habit, 
but so formed, and so looped and gallooned with lace, as made it 
resemble the upper tunic of a native chief. Herrobe was composed 
of crimson silk, rich with flowers of gold. She wore wide trowsers 
of light blue silk, a fine scarlet shawl around her waist, in which 
was stuck a crceie, with a richly ornamented handle. Her throat 
and arms were loaded with chains and bracelets, and her turban, 
formed of a shawl similar to that worn around her waist, was 
decorated by a magnificent aigrette, from which a blue ostrich 
plume flowed in one direction, and a red one in another. The 
brow, of European complexion, on which this tiara rested, was too 
lofty for beauty, but seemed made for command ; the aquiline ' 
nose retained its form, but the cheeks were a little sunken, and 
the complexion so x-ery brilliant, as to give strong evidence that 
the whole countenance had undergone a thorough repair since the 
lady had left her couch. A black female slave, richly dressed, 
stood behind her with a chowry, or cow's tail, having a silver 
handle, which she used to keep olT the flies. From the mode id 
which she was addressed by those nho spoke to her, this lady 
appeared a person of too much importance ta bt ^^mw><A "k 
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neglected, and yet one with whom none desired further Ci 
cation than the occasion seemed in propriety to demand. 

She did riot, however, stand in need of attention. The well- 
known captain of an East Indian vessel lately arrived from Britain 
was sedulously polite to her ; and two or three gentlemen, whom 
Hartley knew to be engaged in trade, tended upon her as they 
would have done upon the safety of a rich argosy. 

" For Heaven's sake, what is that for a Zcnobia.'" said Hartley, 
to the gentleman whose whisper had first attracted his attention to 
this lofty dame. 

" Is it passible you do not know the Queen of Sheba?" said the 
person of whom he enquired, no way loath to communicate the 
information demanded. " You must know, then, that she is the 
daughter of a Scotch emigrant, who lived and died at Pondicherry, 
a sergeant in Lally's regiment. She managed to marry a partisan 
officer named Monlreville, a Swiss or Frenchman, I cannot tell 
which. After the surrender of Pondicherry, this hero and heroine 
— But hey — what the devil are you thinking of? — If you stare at 
her that way, you will make a scene ; for she will think nothing of 
scolding you across the table." 

But without attending to his friend's remonstrances, Hartley 
boiled from the table at which he sat, and made his way, with 
something less than the decorum which the rules of society enjoin, 
towards the place where the lady in question was seated. 

" The Doctor is surely mad this morning — " said his friend 
M-ijor Mercer to old Quarlennaster Calder. 

Indeed Hartley was not perhaps strictly in his senses ; for look- 
ing at the Queen of Sheba as he listened to Major Mercer, his eye 
fell on a. light female form beside her, so placed as if she desired 
to be eclipsed by the bulky fonn and flowing robes we have 
described, and to his extreme astonishment, he recognised the 
friend of his childhood, the love of his youth — Menie Gray 
herself I 

To sec her in India was in itself astonishing. To see her 
apparently under such strange patronage, greatly increased his 
■urprisc. To make his way to her, and address her, seemed the 
natural and direct mode of satisfying the fcehngs which her ap- 
pearance excited. 

His impetuosity was however checked, when, advancing close 
upon Miss Gray and her companion, he observed that the former, 
though she looked at him, exhibited not the slightest token of 
recognition, unless he could interpret as such, that she slightly 
touched her upper-lip with her fore-finger, which, if it happened 
cUienvisc than by mere accident, might be construed to mean, " Do 
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not speak to me just now." Hartley, adapting sach an intmpreta- 
tion, stood stock still, blushing deeply ; for he was aware that he 
made fot the moment but a silly figure. 

He was the rather convinced ol this, when, with a voice which in 
the force of its accents corresponded with her commanding air, 
Mrs. Monirevi11« addressed him in English, which savoured , 
slightly of a Swiss patois, — " You haave come to us very fast, sir, to 
say nothing at all. Are you sure you did not get your tongua 
stolen by de way ? " 

" 1 thought I had seen an old friend in that lady, madam," stam- 
mered Hartley, " but it seems I am mistaken." 

" The good people do lell me that you are one Doctors Hartley, 
sir. Now, my friend and I do not know Doctors Hartley at all." 

" I have not the presumption to pretend to your acquaintance, 
madam, hut him" 

Here Mcnie repeated the sign in such a manner, that though it 
was only momentary, Hartley could not misundersland its pur- 
pose ; he therefore changed the end of his sentence, and added, 
"Out 1 have only to make my bow, and ask pardon for my 
mistake." I 

He retired hack accordingly among the company, unable to quit 
the room, and enquiring of those whom he coDsidered as the best 
newsmongers for such information as — " Who is that stately-lool^ 
ing woman, Mr. Butler?" 

*' Oh, the Queen of Sheba, to be sure." 

"And who is that pretty girl, who sits beside her?" 

" Or rather behind her," answered Duller, a military cfaaplain | 
" faith, I cannot say — Pretty did you call her ? " turning his opera- 
glass that way — " Yes, faith, she is pretty— very pretty — Gad, she 
shoots her glances as smartly from behind the old pile yonder, as 
Teucer from behind Ajax Tekmon's shield." 

" But who is she, can you tell me?" 

" Some fair-skinned speculation of old Montreville's, I suppose, 
that she has got either to toady herself, or lake in some of her 
black friends with. — Is it possible you have never heard of old 
Mother Monlreville f " 

" You know I have been so long absent from Madras" 

"Well," continued Butler, "this lady is the widow of a Swisi 
officer in the French service, who, after the surrender of Pondi- 
cherry, went off into the interior, and commenced soldier on his 
own account. He got possession of a fort, under pretence of keep- 
ing it for some simple Rajah or other ; assembled around him a 
parcel of desperate vagabonds, of every colour in the rainbow ; 
occupied a considerable teiiitory, of which lit i^^i.ei^'Qfti'*'^'*'''*' 
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and declared for independence But Hydcr Naij 1 
understood no such interloping proceedings, and down he came, -^ 
besieged the fori and took it, though some prelend it was betrayed 
to him by this very woman. Be that as it may, the poor Swiss was 
found dead on the ramparts. Certain it is, she received large sums 
of money, under pretence of paying off her troops, surrendering of 
hill-fans, and Heaven knows what besides. She was permitted 
also to retain some insignia of royally ; and, as she was wont to 
tillc of Hydcr as the Eastern Solomon, she generally hecante 
known by the title of Quton of Sheba. She leaves her court when 
she pleases, and has been as far as Fort St. George before now. 
In a word, she does pretty much as she likes. The great folks 
here are civil to her, though they look on her as little better than a. 
spy. As to Hyder, it is supposed he has ensured her fidelity by 
borrowing the greater part of her treasures, which prevents her 
from daring to break with him, — besides other causes that smack 
of scandal of another sort" 

" A singular story," replied Hartley to his companion, while his 
heart dwelt on the question, How it was possible that the gentle 
and simple Menie Gray should be in the train of such a character 
as this adventuress? 

" But Butler has not told you the best of it," said Major Mercer, 
who by this lime came round to finish his own story. " Your old 
acquaintance, Mr, Trcsham, or Mr. Middlemas, or whatever else 
he chooses to be called, has been complimented by a report, that 
he stood very high in the good graces of this same Boadicea. He 
certainly commanded some troops which she still keeps on foot, 
and acted at their head in the Nawaub's service, who craftily em- 
ployed him in whatever could render him odious to his countrymen. 
The British prisoners were intrusted to his charge, and, to judge 
by what I felt myself, the devil might take a lesson from him la 

"And was he attached to, or connected with, this woman?" 
"So Mrs. Rumour told us in our dungeon. Poor Jack Ward 

had the bastinado for celebrating their tneriis in a parody on the 

playhouse song, 



So aptly formed to meet by nature,'* 

Hartley could listen no longer. The fate of Menie Cray, con^ 
nected with such a man and such a woman, rushed on his fancy ia 
the most horrid colours, and he was struggling through the throng 
to gel to some place where he might collect his ideas, and consider 
what could be done for her protection, when a black attendant 
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touched his arm, and at the same time slip! a card into his hand. ^^M 
It bore, "Miss Gray, Mrs. Montreville's, at the house of Ram ^^M 
Sing Cotlah, in the Black Town." On the reverse was written ^^H 
«ith a pencil, ** Eight in the morning." ^^| 

This intimation of her residence implied, of course, a permission, ^^M 
nay, an invitation, 10 wait upon her at the hour specified. Hartley's ^^^ 
heart beat at (he idea of seeing her once more, and still more 
highly at the thought of being able to serve her. At least, he 
thoLghl, if there is danjjer near her, as Is much to be suspected, 
she shall not want a counsellor, or, if necessary, n protector. Yet, 
at the same time, he felt the necessity of making himself better 
acquainted with the circumstances of her case, and the persons 
with whom she seemed connected. Builer and Mercer had both 
spoke to their disp.iragemcnt ; but Butler was a little of a coxcomb, ^^M 
and Mercer a great deal of a gossip. While he was considering ^^H 
what credit was due to their testimony, he was unexpectedly ^^H 
encountered by a gentleman of his own profession, a military ^^| 
surgeon, who had had the misfortune to have been in HyUer's 
prison, till set at freedom by the late pacification. Mr. Esdale, for 
so he was called, was generally esteemed a rising man, calm, steady, 
and dehberate in forming his opinions. Hartley found it easy to 
turn the subject on the Queen of Sheba, by asking whether her 
Majesty was not somewhat of an adventuress. 

"On my word, I cannot say," answered Esdale, smihng ; "we are 
all upon the adventure in India, more or less ; but I do not see that 
the Begum Monlreville is more so than the rest" 

"Why, that Amazonian dress and manner," said Hartley, 
"savour a little of the pt'carejca." 

"You must not," said Esdale, "expect a woman who has com- 
manded soldiers, and may again, to dress and look entirely like an 
ordinary person ; but I assure you, that even at this time of day, if 
she wished to marry, she might easily find a respectable match." 

"Whv, I heard that she had boiraved her husband's fori to 
Hyder." 

" Ay, that is a specimen of Madras gossip. The fact is, that she 
defended the place long after her husband fell, and afterwards sur- 
rendered it by capitulation. Hyder, who piques himself on 
observing the rules of justice, would not otherwis; have admitted 
her to such intimacy." 

"Yes, I have heard," replied Hartley, "that their intimacy was 
rather of the closest." 

"Another calumny, if you mean any scandal," answered Esdale. 
" Hyder is too icalous a Mahomedan to entertain a Christian 
iS : and besides, to enjoy the son of rank which is •jveVit-i.Mi 




IM THE SURGEON'S DAUGHTER, 

a woman in her condition, she must refrain, in appearance at Icki^ I 
Irom all correspondence in the way of gallantry. Just so they said I 
that the poor woman had a connexion with poor Middlemas of tbs | 

"And was that also a fabe report?" said Hartley, in breathlcM j 

"On my soul, I believe it was," answered Mr. Esdale. "Thejr 

were friends, Europeans in an Indian court, and therefore intimate; 

j but I believe nothing more. Dy the by, though, I believe [here was 

I iome quarrel between Middlemas, poor fellow, and you ; yet I am. 

I sure that you will be glad to hear there is a cliance of his aRait 

being made up." 

" Indeed ! " was again the only word which Hartley could utter. 

" Ay, indeed," answered Esdale. " The duel is an old story 
now ; and it must be allowed thai poor Middlemas, though he was 
rash in that business, had provocation." 

" But his deseriion^his accepting of command under Kyder— 
his treatment of our prisoners— How can ail these be passed o 
replied Hartley. 

" Why, it is possible — I speak to you as a cautious man, and iq 1 
confidence — that he may do us better service in Hjder's capital, a 
Tippoo's camp, than he could have done if serving with his owa i 
regiment. And then, for his treatment of prisoners, 1 am sure I I 
can speak nothing but good of him in that particular. I 
obliged to take the office, because those that serve Hyder 
must do or die. But be told me himself— and 1 believe him— tha|l 
he accepted the office chiefly because, while he made a grea 
bullying at us before the black fellows, he could privately be o 
assistance to us. Some fools could not understand this, and-J 
answered him with abuse and lampoons ; and he was obliged U 
punish them, to avoid suspicion. Yes. yes, I and others can provfr'l 
he was willing to be kind, if men would give him leave. I hope ti 
thank him at Madras one day soon.— All this in confidence— Good-g 

Distracted by the contradictory inielJigenqe he had receivc^.l 
Hartley went next to question old Captain Cap5icm, the Captain a(.^ 
the Indiaman, whom he had observed in attendance upon 1 
Begum Montreville. On enquiring after that commander's femal* 1 
passengers, he heard a pretty long catalogue of names, in whl^ C 
that he was so much interested in did not occur. On closer enquiry, J 
Caps I em recollected that Menie Gray, a young Scotchwoman, had 1 
come out under charge of Mrs. DufTer, the master's wife. " A good 
decent girl," Capstern said, " and kept the males and guinea-pigi ^ 
ai a respectable distance. She carae out," he believed, " I 
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tort of female companion, or upper- servant, in Madame Montre- 
viUe's family. Snug berih enougli," he concluded, " if sbe can find 
the length of the old girl's fool." 

This was all that could be made of Capstem ; so Harilcywa* 
compelled to remain in a stateof uncertainty until the next morning, 
when an explanation might be expected with Menie Gray ia 
person. 

CHAPTER XI. 

The exact hour assigned, found Hartley at the door of the rieli 
native merchant, who, having some reasons for wishing to oblige 
the Begum Montreville, had relinquished, for her accommodation 
and that of her numerous retinue, almost the whole of his large and 
sumptuous residence in the Black Town of Madras, as that district 
of the city is called which the natives occupy. 

A domestic, at the first summons, ushered the visitor into an 
apartment, where he expected to be joined by Miss Gray. The 
room opened on one side into a small garden or parterre, filled wiih 
the brilliant -coloured flowers of eastern climates ; in the midst of 
which the waters of a fountain rose upwards in a sparkling jet, and 
fell back again into a while marble cistern. 

A thousand dizzy recollections thronged on the mind of Hartley, 
whose early feelings towards the companion of his youth, if they had 
slumbered during distance and the various casualties of a busy life, 
were revived when he found himself placed so near her, and in 
circumstances which interested from their unexpected occurrence 
and mysterious character. A step was heard — the door opened — 
B female appeared— but it was the portly form of Madame de 
Montreville. 

" What do you please to want, sir f " said ihe lady ; " ihal is, if 
you have found your tongue this morning, which you bad lost 
yesterday," 

" I proposed myself the honour of waiting upon the young person, 
whom I saw in your excellency's company yesterday morning," 
answered Hartley, with assumed respecL " 1 have had long the 
honour of being known to her in Europe, and I desire to ofTer my 
■ervicus to her in India." 

" Much obliged — much obliged ; but Miss Cray is gone out, and 
does not not return for one or two days. Vou may leave your 
commands with me." 

" Pardon me, madam," replied Hartley ; " but I have some 
reason to hope you may be mistaken in this matter — And here 
comes the lady herselC 
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" How is this, my dear ? " said Mrs. Montrevilte, with unruffled 
front, to Mcnie, as she entered ; " arc you not gone out (or iwo or 
three days, as 1 tell this gentleman ? — mais c'esi igal — it is all one 
thing. Yon will aay. How d'ye do, and good-by, to Monsieur, who 
is 50 polite as In come to ask after our healths, and as he sees ua 
bolhS'cry well, he will go away home again," 

" I believe, madam," said Miss Gray, with appearance of effort, 
"that I must speak with this gentleman for a few minutes in 
private, if you wilt permit us." 

" That is to say, get you gone ? but I do not allow that — I do not 
like private conversation between young man and pretty young 
woman i cila tt'ist pas konncle. It cannot be in my house." 

" It may be out of it, then, madam," anSH'ered Miss Gray, not 
pettishly nor pertly, but with the utmost simplicity. — " Mr. Hartley, 
will you step into that garden ? — and you. madam, may observe us 
from the window, if it be the fashion of the country to watch so 

As she spoke this she stepped through a laiticc-door into the 
garden, and with an air so simple, that she seemed as if slie wished 
to comply with her patroness's ideas of decorum, though they ap- 
peared strange to her. The Queen of Shcba, notwithstanding her 
natural assurance, was disconcerted by the composure of Miss 
Gray's manner, and left the room, apparently in displeasure, 
Menie turned back to the door which opened into the garden, 
and said, in the same manner as before, but with less noD- 
chalmce, — 

" I am sure I would not willingly break through the rules of a 
foreign country ; but 1 cannot refuse myself the pleasure of speak- 
ing to so old a friend, — if, indeed," she added, pausing and looking 
at Hartley, who was much embarrassed, " it be as much pleasure lo 
Mr. Hartley as it is to me." 

" It would have been," said Hartley, scarce knowing what he 
said—" it must be, a pleasure to me in every circumstance— Cut 
this extraordinary meeting — But your father" 

Menie Gray's handkerchief was at her eyes.—" He is gone, Mr. 
Hartley. After he was left unassisted, his toilsome business became 
too much for him — he caught a cold, which hung about him, as you 
know he was the last to attend to his own complaints, till it 
assumed a d.in-iirous, and, finally, a fatal character. I distress 
you, Mr. Hartley, but il becomes you well to be affected. My 
father loved you dearly." 

"Oh, Miss Gray !" said Harlley, "it should not have been thus 
with my exctllenl friend at the close of his useful and virtuous Ufa 
^^H —A}:is, wherefore— the question bursts from me involuntarily-^j^B 
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ot have complied with his wishes? where- 

" Do not ask me," said she, stopping the quesiion which was on 
his lips ; "we are not tin formers of our oivn destiny. U is painful 
to talk on such a subject ; but for once and for ever, let me tell 
you that I should have done Mr. Hartley wrong, if, even to secure 
his assistance to my father, I had accepted his hand, while in/ 
wayward afleclions did not accompany the act" 

" But wherefore do I see you here, Menie? — Forgive me, MisJ 
Cray, my tongue as well as my heart turns back to tong-forgotien 
scenes — Out why here ?— why with this woman ? " 

" She is not, indeed, everything that I expected," answered 
Menie ; "but I must not be prejudiced by foreign manners, after 
the step I have taken — She is, besides, attentive, and generous in 
her way, and I shall soon " — she paused a moment, and then added, 
" be under belter protection." 

"That of Richard Middleraasf said Hartley, with 3 faltering 

"I ought not, perhaps, lo answer the ciuestion," said Menie; 
"but I am a bad dissembler, and those whom 1 trust, I trust 
entirely. You have guessed right Mr. Hartley," she added, 
colouring a good de.1l, " I have come hither to unite my fate to 
that of your old comrade." 

" It is, then, just as I feared ! " exclaimed Hartley. 

"And why should Mr, Hartley fpar.'"said Menie Gray. "I 
used to think you too generous — surely the quarrel which occurred 
long since ought not to pierpetuate suspicion and resentment." 

" At least, if the feeling o( resentment remained in my own 

isom, it would be the last I should intrude upon you. Miss Gray," 
answered Hartley. " But it is for you, and for yoii alone, that I am 
watchful — This person — this gentleman whom you mean to intrust 
with your happiness — do you know where he is— and in what 

■' I know both, more distinctly perhaps than Mr. Hartley can do. 
Mr. Middlemas has erred greatly, and has been severely punished. 
But it was not in the time of his exile and sorrow, that she who 
kas plighted her faith to him should, with the flattering world, turn 
her back upon him. Besides, you have, doubtless, not heard of his 
hopes of being restored 10 his country and his rank?" 

I" I have," answered Hartley, thrown o.T his guard ; " but I sec 
not how he can deserve It, otherwise than by becoming a traitor to 
his new master, and thus rendering himself even more unworthy of 
ConridiT.ce than I hold him lo be at this moment." 
" It li well that he hears you not," answered Menie Gxa.i.\«.«,ia:' 



I 



THE SURGEON'S DAUGHTER. 

ing, with natUTal feeling, the imputation on her lover. Then in- 
stantly softening her lone, she added, " My voice ought not to 
agijTavate, but to soothe your quatrel. Mr. Hartley, I plight my 
woid to you that you do Richard wrong." 

She said thesi^ words with aTecting calmness, suppressing all 
appearance of that displeasure, of which she was evidently sensible, 
upon this depreciation of a beloved object. 

Hartley compelled himself to answer in the same strain. 

" Miss Cray," he said, " your actions and motives will always be 
those of an angel; but let me entreat you to view this important 
matter with the eyes of worldly wisdom and prudence. Have you 
well weighed the risks attending the course which you are taking in 
favour of a man, who, — nay, I will not again offend you — who may, 
1 hope, deserve your favour?" 

" When I wished to see you in this manner, Mr. Hartley, and 
declined a communication in public, where we could have had less 
freedom of conversation, it was with the view of telling you every- 
thing. Some pain I thought old recollections might give, but I 
trusted it would be momentary ; and, as I desire to retain your 
friendship, it is proper I should show that I still deserve iL I 
must then first tell you tny situation after my father's death. In 
the world's opinion, we were always poor, you know ; but in the 
proper sense 1 had not known what real poverty was, until 1 was 
placed in dependence upon a distant relation of my poor father, 
who made out relationstiip a reason for casting upon me all the 
drudgery of her household, while she would not allow that it gave 
me a claim to countenance, kindness, or anything but the relief of 
my most pressing wants. In these circumstances I received (rom 
Mr. Middlemas a. letter, in which he related his fatal duel, and 
its consequence. He had not dared to write to me to share his 
misery — Now, when he was in a lucrative situation, under the 
patronage of a powerful prince, wliose wisdom knew how to prize 
and protect such Europeans as entered his service — row, when he 
had every prospect of rendering our government such essential 
service by his interest with Hyder Ali, and might eventually nourish 
hopes of being permitted to return and stand his trial for the death 
of his commanding officer— now, he pressed me to come to India, 
and share his reviving fortunes, by accomplishing the engagement 
into which he had long ago entered. A considerable sum of money 
accompanied this letter. Mrs. Duffer was pointed out as a re- 
spectable woman, who would protect me during the passage. Mrs. 
Montreville, a lady of rank, having large possessions and high 
interest in the Mysore, would receive me on my arrival at Fort 
Sl George, and conduct me safely to the dominions of Hydcr, 
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was further recommended, that, considering the peculia 
of Mr. Middlemas, his name should be concealed in the trans- 
action, and tha.t the ostensible cause of my voyage should be to (ill 
an office in that lady's family. — What was I to do ? — Mj- duly to 
my poor father was ended, and my other friends considered the 
proposal as too advantageous to be rejected. The references 
given, the sum of money lodged, were considered as putting all 
scriijiles out of the question, and my immediate protectress and 
kinbitoman was so earnest that I should accept of the offer made 
me, as to intimate that she would not encourage me to stand in my 
own light, by caminuing to give me shelter aiid food, (she gave mo 
little more,) if 1 was foolish enough to refuse compliance." 

"Sordid wretch I "said Hartley, "how little did she deserve such 
a charge ! " 

"Lei me speak a proud word, Mr. Hartley, and then you will 
not perhaps blame my rel.iiions so much. AH their persuasions, 
and even Iheir threats, would have failed in inducing me to lake 
a step, which has an appearance, at least, to which I found it difli- 
cult to reconcile myselt But I had loved Middlcmas — I love him 
still — why should I deny it ? — and 1 have not hesitated to trust 
him. Had it not been for the small still voice which reminded me 
of my engagements, 1 had maintained more stubbornly the pride of 
womanhood, and, as you would perhaps have recommended, I 
might have expected, at least, that my lover should have come to 
Britain in person, and might have had the vanity to think," she 
added, smiling faintly, " that if 1 were worth having, 1 was worth 
fetching." 

"Yet now — even now," answered Hartley, "be Just to yourself 
while you are generous to your lover.— Nay, do not look angrily, 
but hear me. 1 doubt the propriety of your being under the charge 
of (his unsexed woman, who can no longer be termed a European. 
1 have interest enough with females of the highest rank in the selilc- 
ment — -this climate is that of generosity and hospitality — there is 
not one of them, who, knowing your character and history, wilt not 
desire to have you in her society, and under her protection, until 
your lover shall be able to vindicate bis title to your hand in the 
face of the world. — 1 myself will be no cause of suspicion to him, 
or of inconvenience to you, Menie. Let me but have your consent 
to the arrangement I propose, and the same moment that sees you 

I under honourable and unsuspected protection, I will leave Madras, 
not to return till your destiny is in one way or other permanently 
fixed." 
" No, Hartley,'' said Miss Gray. " It may, it must be, friendly 
In you thus to advise me ; but it would be luast Vjiw \a -tor. va 
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advance my own affairs at the expense of your pr»Kpects. Besides, 
what would this be but taking the chance of contingencies, with the 
view of sharing poor Middlemas's fortunes, should Ihey prove 
prosperous, and casting him off, should they be otherwise? Tell 
me only, do you, of your own positive knowledge, aver that you con- 
sider this woman as an unworthy and unfit protectress for so young 
a person as I am ?" 

" Of my own knowledge I can say nothing ; ray, I must own, 
that reporii differ even concerning Mrs, Montreville's character. 

But surely the mere suspicion " 

" The mere suspicion, Mr. Hartley, can have no weight with me:, 
considering that I can oppose to It the testimony of the man with 
whom I am willing to share tny future fortunes. You acknowledge 
the question Is but doubtful, and should not the assertion of bim of 
whom I lliink so highly decide my belief in a doubtful matter? 
What, indeed, must he be, should this Madam Motitreville be other 
than he represented her?" 

" What must he be, indeed I" thought Hartley internally, hut his 
lips uttered not the words. He looked down in a deep reverie, and 
at length started from it at the words of Miss Gray. 

" It is time to remind you, Mr. Hartley, that we must needs part. 
God bless and preserve you." 

"And you, dearest Menic." exclaimed Hartley, as he sunk on 
one knee, and pressed to his lips the hand which she held out to 
him, " God bless you ! — you must deserve blessing. God protect 
you I — you must need protection. — Oh, should things prove different 
fi'om what ) ou hope, send for me instantly, and if man can aid you, 
Adam Hartley will 1" 

He placed in her hand a card containing his address. He then 
rushed from the apartment. In the hall he met the lady of the 
mansion, who made him a haughty reverence in token of adieu, 
while a native servant of the upper class, by whom she was attended, 
made a low and reverential salam. 

Hartley hastened from the llIackTown.moresalisfied than before 
that some deceit was about to be practised low.irds Menie Cray — 
more determined than ever to exert himself for her presen-ation j 
yet more completely perplexed, when he began lo consider the 
doubtful character of the danger to which she might be exposed, 
and the scanty means of protection which he had to oppose to it. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

As Hartley left the apanmeni in the house of Ram Sing Cotlah 
by one mode of exit. Miss Cray relired by another, to an apartment 
desiined for her pri»-ate use. She, mo, hnd rcrtson for secret and 
anxious reflection, since all her love for Middlemns, and her full 
conlidcnce in bis honour, could not enlircly conquer her doubts con- 
cerning the character of the person whom he had chosen for her 
temporary protectress. And yet she could not rest these doubts 
upon any thing disllnclly conclusive ; it was rather a dislike of her 
patroness's general manners, and a disgust at her masculine notions 
and expressions, that displeased her, than anything else. 

Meanliine, Madam Montreville, followed by her black domestic, 
entered the apartment where Hartley and Menie had just parted. 
It appeared from the conversation which follows, that they bad Irom 
some place of conceahncnE overheard the dialogue « e have narrated 
in the former chapter. 

"It is good luck, Sadoc," said the lady, " that there is in Ibis 
world the fjreat fool' 

," answered Sadoc, in good English, but 



ontinucd the lady, " is what in Frangislac 
1 those in Hindostan you may well call 



"I am sure that this — how you call bim — Hartley, is a meddling 
devil. For what has he to do? She will not have any of bin). 
^'hat is his business who has her? I wish we were well up the 
Ghauts again, my dear Sadoc." 

" For my part," answc-ed the slave, " I am half determined never 
to ascend ibe Ghauts more. Hark you, Adela, 1 begin to sicken of 
the plan we have laid. This creature's confiding purity— call her 
an^el or woman, as you will — makes my practices appe.ir too vile, 
«vcn in my own eyes. I feel myself unfit to be your companioa 
farther in tlie daiing paths which you pursue. Let us paii, and 
part friends." 

" Amen, coward. But lie woman remains with me," answered 
the Queen of Sheba.* 

"With thee!" replied the seeming black— " never. No, Adela, 
She is under the shadow of the British Ila^, and she shall experience 
its p rote c II on." 
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" Ves — and what protection will it afford to you yourself?* r^ 
torted the Amazon. " What if I should clap my hands, and com- 
(iiand a score of my black servants to bind you like a. sheep, and 
then send word to the Governor of the Presidency that one Richard 
MIddlemas, who had been guilty of mutiny, murder, desertion, and 
serving of the enemy against his countrymen, is here, at Ram Sing 
Coitah's house, in the disguise of a black servant?" Middlemas 
covered his face with his hands, while Madam Montreville pro- 
ceeded to load him with reproaches. — " Yes," she said, "slave, and 
son of a slave ! Since you wear the dress of my household, you 
shall obey me as fully as the rest of them, otherwise,— whips, 
fetters — the scaffold, renegade, — the gallows, murderer ! Dost thou 
dare to retlect on the abyss of misery from which I raised thee, to 
share my wealth and my affections ? Dost thou not remember, that 
the picture of this pale, cold, unimpassioned girl was then so in- 
different to thee, that thou didst sacrifice it as a tribute due to tl>e 
benevolence of her who relieved thee, to the affection of her who, 
wretch as thou art, condescended to love thee?" 

"Yes, fell woman," answered Middlemas, "but was it I who 
encouraged the young tyrant's outrageous passion for a portrait, or 
who formed the abominable plan of placing the original within his 

" No^for to do so required brain and wit. But it was thine, 
flimsy villain, to execute the device which a bolder genius planned; 
it was thine to entice the woman to this foreign shoee, under pre- 
tence of a love, which, on thy part, cold-blooded miscreant, never 
had existed." 

" Peace, screech-owl!" answered Middlemas, "nor drive me ta 
such madness as may lead me to forget thou art a woman." 

"A woman, dastard ! Is this thy pretext for sparing me ? — what, 
then, art thou, who tremblest at a woman's looks, a woman's words? 
— I am a woman, renegade, but one who wears a dagger, and 
despises alike thy strength and thy courage. I am a woman who 
has looked on more dying men than thou hast killed deer and 
antelopes. Thou must traffic for greatness? — thou hast thrust 
thyself like a five-years' child, into the rough sports of men, and 
will only be borne down and crushed for thy p.iins. Thou will be 
a double traitor, forsooth ^betray thy betrothed to the Prince, in 
order to obtain the means of betraying the Prince to the English, 
and thus gain thy pardon from thy countrymetu But me thou 
shalt not betray. I will not be made the tool of thy ambition— I 
will not give thee the aid of my treasures and my soldiers, to be 
EacriRced at last to this northern icicle. No, I will walch thee 
the Send watches the wiiard. Show but a sympior 
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Bie while we are here, and 1 denounce ihee to ihe English, who 
might pardon the successful villain, bui not him who can only offer 
prayers for his life, in place of useful services. Let me see thee 
flinch when we are beyond the Ghauts, and the Nawaub shaU 
know thy intrigues with the Niiam and the Mahraltas, and thy re- 
solution to dehver ap Uangalore to the English, when the impru- 
dence of Tippoo shall have made tliee Killedar. Go where thou 
wilt, slave, thou shall lind me thy mistress." 

"And a fair, though an unkind one," said the counterfeit Sadoc, 
suddenly changing his tone to an affectation of tenderness. " It is 
true I pity this unhappy woman i true I would save her if i could — 
but most unjust to suppose I would in any circumstances prefer her 
to my Nourjchan, my light of the world, my Moolee Maliul, my 
pearl of the palace " 

"All false coin and eiApty compliment," said the Begum. "Let 
me hear, in two brief words, that you leave this woman to my 
disposal" 

" Bui not to be interred alive under your seat, like the Circassian 
of whom you were jealous.'' said Middlcmas, shuddering. 

" No, fool 1 her lot shall not be worse than that of being the 
bvoiiriteof a prince. Hast thou, fu^iiiveand criminal as thou art, 
ft better fate to offer her?" 

" Uut," replied MiJdIemas, blushing even through his base dis- 
fruise at the consciousness of his abject conduct, " I will have no 
force on her inch nations." 

" Such truce slie shall have as the laws of the Zenana allow,' 
replied the female tyrant. " A week is long enough for her to 
determine whether she will be the willing mistress of a princely and 
generous lover." 

"A)'," said Ricliard, "and before that week eicpires" He 

■topped short 

" What will happen before the week expires ? " said the Begum 
Montreville. 

" No matter— nothing of consequence. I leave the woman's fate 
with you." 

" Tis well— we march to-night on our return, so soon as the 
noon rises. Give orders to our retinue." 

" To hear is to obey," replied the seeming slave, and left the 
apartment. 

The eyes of the Begum remained fixed on the door through which 
he had passed, " Villain — doublc.dyed villain !" she said, " I see 
thy drift ; thou wouldst betray Tippoo, in policy alike and in love. 
But me thou canst not betray. — Ho, there, who waits? Let a rusty 
Bicssengcr be ready to set off itisiaatiy wiQ\ liiUA.«,'«\i'.*i\^^ 



■30 THE SURGEON'S DAUGHTER. 

presently make ready, His depatiure must be s secret to evei^ 
oae. — And now shall this pale nh.-itiiom soon know her destiny, 
and learn what it is to have rii-afled Adela Mont rev ille." 

While the Amazonian Princess meditated plans o! vengeance 
against her Innocent rival and the guilty lover, the latter ploilcd as 
ticeply for his own purposes. He had uaitcd until such brief 
twilight as India enjoys rendered his disguise coinpleic, llicn set out 
in haste for the part of Madras inhabited by the Europeans, or, as 
it is termed. Fort St. George. 

" 1 will save her yet," he said ; "ere Tippoo can seiie his priie, 
we will raise around his ears a storm nhich would drive the God of 
War from the arms of ilie Goddess of Beauty. The trap shall close 
its fangs upon this I ndian tiger, ere he has time to devour the bait 
which enticed him into the snare." 

While Middlemas cherished these hopes, he approached the 
Kesidcncy. Theseniincl on duty stopped him, as of course, but he 
was in possession of the counter-sign, and entered uithout op- 
position. He rounded the building in which the President of the 
Council resided, an able and active, but unconscientious man, who, 
neither in his own affairs, nor in those of the Company, was sup- 
posed to embarrass himself much about the means which he used 
to attain his object. A tap at a small pDslcrn-gate was ansn-ered 
by a black slave, who admitted Middlemas to that necessary ap- 
purtenance of every government, a back stair, which, in its turn, 
conducted him to the office of the Eramin Pnupiah.the Dubash, or 
steward of the great man, and by whose means chiefly he com- 
municated nith the native courts, and carried on many mysterious 
intrigues, which he did not communicate to his brethren at the 
council-board. 

It is perhaps justice to the guilty and unhappy Middlemas to 
suppose, that if the agency of a liriiish officer had been employed, 
he might have been induced to throw himself on his mercy, might 
have explained the whole of his nefarious bargain with Tippoo, and, 
renouncing his guilty projects of ambition, might have turned bis 
whole thouphis upon saving Menic Cray, ere she was transported 
beyond tae retch of British protection. But the thin dusky fonn 
which stood belore him. wrapped in robes of muslin embroidered 
with gold, was that of Paiipi.ih, known as a master-counsellor of 
dark projects, an Oriental Machiavel, whose premature wrinkles 
were ihe result of nianySn intrigue, in n hich the existence of the poor, 
the happiness of the rich, the honour of men, and the chastity of 
women, had been sacrificed without scruple, to attain some private 
or political advantage. He did not even enquire by what means 
'lie renci;ade Driton proposed to acquire that Influence with Tippoo 
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which might enable him lo betray him — he only desired to be 
•astired Ihat the facl was real 

" You speak at the risk oT your hea(i, if you deceive Paupiah, or 
make Paupiah the means of deceiving his master, I know, so dees 
ftU Madras, that the Nawaub has pLced his young son, Tippoo, 
as Vice-Regent of his newly-conquered territory of Bangalore, 
which Hyder hath lately added to his dominions. But that Tippoo 
should bestow the government of that important place on an 
apostate Feringi, seems more doubtful." 

"Tippoo is young," answered Middlemas, "and to youth the 
temptation of the passions is what a lily on the surface of the lake 
is to childhood — they will risk life to reach it, though, when 
obtained, it is of little value. Tippoo has the cunning of his father 
and his military talents, but he lacks his cautious wisdom." 

" Thou speakest truth— but when thou art Governor of Bangalore, 
hast thou forces to hold the place till thou art relieved by the 
Mahr.nttas, or by the British ? " 

" Doubt it not— the soldiers of the Begum Moolee Mahul, wtjom 
the Europeans call MomreviUe, are less hers than mine. I am 
myself her Hukshee, [General,] and her Sirdars are at my devoiinn. 
With these I could keep Bangalore for two months, and the British 
army may be before it iii a week. What do you risk by advancing 
Gene; al Smith's army nearer to the frontier ? " 

''We risk a settled peace with Hyder," answered Paupiah, ''f^^ 
which he has made advantageous offers. Yet I say not but thy 
plan may he most advantageous. Thou sayest Tippoo's treasures 
are in the fort?" 

" His treasures and his Zenana ; I may even be able to secure 
his person." 

"That were a g-oodly pledge "—answered the Hindoo minister. 

" And you consent that the treasures shall be divided to the last 
nipsc, as in this scroll ? " 

" The share of Paupiah's master is too sinali," said the Bramin ', 
"and the name of Paupiah is unnoticed." 

" The share of the Begum may be divided between Paupiali and 
nastcr," answered Middlemas. 

But the Begum will expect her proportion," replied Paupiah. 
[.et me alone to deal with her," said Middlemas. " Before the 
. Iriow is struck, she shall not know of our private treaty, and after- 
wards her disappointment will be of little consequence. And now, 
remember my stipulations— my rank to be restored — my full pardon 
to be granted." 

" Ay," replied Paupiah, cautiously, " should you succeed. But 
I were you to betray what has here passed, I will fi.nd Ctv«. li^^*^^^ <^ 
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£ Lootie which shall reach thee, wert thou sheltered under the folds 
of the Naivaub's garment. In the meantime, take this missive, and 
when you are in possession of Bangalore, dispatch it to General 
Smith, whose division shall have orders to approach as near the 
frontiers of Mj-sore as may be, without caufing suspicion." 

Thus parted this worthy pair ; Paupiah to report 10 his principal 
the progress of these darlt machinations, Middlemas to join the 
Begum on her return to the Mysore, The gold and diamonds of 
Tippoo, the importance which he was about to acquire, the ridding 
himself at once of the capricious authority of the irritable Tippoo, 
and the troublesome claims of the Begum, were such agreeable 
subjects of contemplation, that he scarcely thought of the fate of 
his European victim, unless to salve his conscience with the hope 
that the sole injury siie could sustain might be the alarm of a few 
days, during the course of which he would acquire the means of 
delivering her from the lyrant, in whuse Zenana she was to remain 
a temporary prisoner. He resolved, at the same time, to abstain 
from seeing her till the moment he could afford her protection, 
justly considering the danger which his whole plan might incur, if 
be again awakened the jealousy of the Begum. This he trusted 
was now asleep; and, in the course of their return to Tip poo's 
camp, near Bangalore, it was his study to soothe this ambitious 
and crafty female by blandishments, intermingled with the more 
splendid prospects of wealth and poivcr to be opened to them bcth, 
as he pretended, by the success of his present enterprise* ^ 



CHAPTER XIII. ■ 

It appears that the jealous and tyrannical Begum did not long 
suspend her purpose of agonizing her rival by acquainting her with 
her intended faie. By prayers or rewards, Menie Gray prc\-ailed 
on a servant of Rain Sing Cottah, to deliver to Hartley the foUoww 
ing distracted note : — 

"All is true your fears foretold— He has delivered me up to a 
cruel woman, who threatens to sell me to the tyrant Tippoo.— Save 
Bie if you can— if you have not pity, or cannot give me aid, there is 
none left upon earth. — M. G." 

The haste with which Dr. Hartley sped to the Fort, and de- 
manded an audience of the Goveraor, was defeated by the delays 
interposed by Paupiah. 
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It did not suil the plans of this artful Hindhu, thai any iniernip- 
lion slioiild be opposed to the departure of the Itcguin and her 
favourite, considering how much the plans of the last corresponded 
with his own. He affected incredulity on the charge, when Hariley 
complained of an Englishwoman being detained in the train of the 
Bei^iim against her consent, treated the complaint of Miss Gray as 
the lesult of some female quarrel unworthy of particukr attention, 
and when at length he took some steps for examining further into 
the matter, he contrived they should be so tardy, that tlie Begum 
and her relinufr were far beyond the reach of interrupiiun. 

Hartley let his indigiiation betray him into reproaches against 
Paupiah, in which his principal w.is not spared. This only served 
to give the impassible Bramin a pretext for excluding him from the 
Residency, with a hint, that if his language coniinued to be of such 
an imprudent character, he might expect to be removed from 
Madras, and stationed at some hill-fort or village among tho 
inountdns, where his medical knowledge would find full exercise 
in protecting himself and others from the unhealthiness of the 
climate. 

As he retired, bursting with inefTcctual indignation, Esdalc was 
tiie first person whom Hartley chanced to meet with, and to him, 
Etung with impatience, he communicated what he termed the in- 
famous conduct of the Governor's Dubash, connived at, as he had 
but loo much reason to suppose, by the Governor himself; ex- 
claiming against the want of spirit which they betrayed, in aban- 
doning a British subject to the fraud of renegades, and the force of 
a tyrant. 

Esdale listened with that sort of anxiety which prudent men 
betray when they feel themselves like to be drawn into trouble by 
the disco'jrsc of an imprudent friend. 

" If you desire to be personally righted in this matter," said he 
at length, "you must apply to Leadenhall Street, where, I suspect 
— betwixt ourselves— complaints are accumulating fast, both against 
Paupiah and his master." 

" I care for neither of them," said Hartley ; " I need no personal 

I redress — I desire none — I only want succour for Menie Gray." 
'■ In that case," said Esdale, " you have only one resource — yoa 
must apply to Hydcr himself 
" To Hyder — to the usurper — the tyrant ? " 
" Yes, to this usurper and tyrant," answered Esdale, " you must 
be contented to apply. His pride is, to be thought a strict ad- 
ministrator of justice ; and perhaps he may on this, as on other 
occasions, choose to display himself in the light of an impanial 
tnagisiraie," 
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* Then I go to demand justice at his footstool," said Hartley. 

"Not so fast, my dear Hartley," answered his ft lend ; "first 
consider the risk. Hyder is just by reflection, and perhaps ftora 
political considerations ; but by temperament, his blood is as 
unruly as ever beat under a black skin, and if you do not tind him 
in the vein of judging, he is likely enough to be in that of bllinj, . 
Stakes and bowstrings are as frequently in his head as the adjust- 
ment of the scales of justice." 

'■ No matter— I will instantly present myself at his Durbar. The 
Governor cannot for very shame refuse me letters of credence.' 

" Never think of asking them," said his Aore experienced friend ; 
" it would cost Paupiah httle to have them so worded as to induce 
Hyder to rid our sable Dubash, at once and for ever, of the sturdy 
free-spoken Dr. Adam Hartley. A Vakeel, or messenger of govern- 
ment, sets out to-morrow for Seringapatam ; contrive to join him 
on the road, his passport will protect you both. Do you know 
Done of the chiefs about Hyder's person ?" 

" None, excepting his late emissary to this place, Barat el 
Hadgi," answered Hartley. 

" His support," said Esdale, " although only a Fakir, may be as 
CHccIual as that of persons of more essential consequence. And, 
to say the truth, where the caprice of a despot is the question in 
debate, there is no knowing upon what it is best to reckon. — Take 
my advice, my dear Hartley, leave ibis poor girl to her fate. After 
all, by placing yourself in an attitude of endeavouring to save 
her, it is a hundred to one that you only ensure your own de- 



Hartley shook his head, and bade Esdale hastily farewell ; 
leaving him in the happy and self-applauding state of mind proper 
to one who has given the best advice possible to a friend, and may 
conscientiously wash his bands of all consequences. 

Having furnished himself with money, and with the attendance 
of three trusty native servants, mounted likehimself on Arab horses, 
and carrying with them no tent, and very little baggage, the 
anxious Hartley lost not a moment in taking the road to Mysore, 
endeavouring, in the meaniime, by recollecting every story he had 
ever heard of Hyder's justice and forbearance, to assure himself 
that he should find the Nawaub disposed to protect a helpless 
female, even against the future heir of bis empire. 

Before he crossed the Madras territory, he overtook the Vakeel, 
or messenger of the British Government, of whom Esdale had 
spoken. I'his man, accustomed for a sum of money to permit ad- 
veniurous European traders who desired to visit Hyder's capital, 
to share his protection, passport, and escort, was not disposed to 
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refuse the same good office to a gentleman of credit at Madras { 
and, propitiated by an additional graluity, undertook to travel ai 
speedjly as possible. It was a journey which ivas not prosecuted 
witliout much fatigue and considerable danger, as they had la 
traverse a country frequently exposed to all the evils of war, more 
especially when they approaclied the Uhauis, those tremendous 
mountain-passes which descend from ihe table-land of Mysore, and 
throLtgh which the mighty streams that arise in the centre of the 
Indian peninsula, find their way to the ocean. 

The sun had set ere the party reached the foot o^one of these 
perilous passes, up which lay the road to Seringapaiam. A narrow 
path, which in summer resembled an empiy waier-course, winding 
upwards among immense rocks and precipices, was at one time 
completely overshadowed by dark groves of teak-trees, and at 
another, found its way beside impenetrable jungles, the habilalioo 
of jackals and tigers. 

By means of tiiis unsocial path the travellers threaded their way 
in silence, — Hartley, whose impatience kept him before the Vakeel, 
eagerly enquiring when the moon would enlighten the darkness, 
which, after the sun's disappearance, closed fast around them. He 
was answered by the natives according to their usual mode of ex- 
pression, that the moon was in her dark side, and that be was not 
lo hnpe to behold her bursting through a cloud to illuminate the 
thickets and strata of black and slaty rocks, amongst which they 
were winding. Hartley had therefore no resource, save to keep his 
eye steadily fixed on the lighted match of the Sowar, or horseman, 
who rode before him, which, for sulVident reasons, was always liepC 
in readiness to be applied to the priming of the matchlock. The 
vidette, on his part, kept a watchful e;'e on the Dowrah, a guide 
supplied at the last village, who, having got more than half way 
from bis own house, was much to be suspccled of meditating hour 
to escape the trouble of going further.* The Dowrah, on the other 
hand, conscious of the Lighted match and loaded gun behind him, 
holloed from time to time to show that he was on his duly, and 
to accelerate the march of the travellers. His cries were answered 
by an occasional ejaculation of Ulla from the black soldiers, who 
closed the rear, and who were meditating on former adventures, 
the plundering of a KaJTila, (party of travelling merchants,) or some 
Buch exploit, or perhaps reflecting that a tiger, in the neighbouring 
jungle, might be watching p.-itiently for the last of the party, in order 
to spring upon him, according to his usual practice. 

The sun, which appeared almost as suddenly as it had left them, 
served to light the travellers in the remainder of the ascent, and 
called forth from the Mahomcdans bclon^in^ to tjh^ '^-^ii^-f ^^l». 
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morning prayer of Alia Akber, which resounded in long note) 
among the rocks and ravine;., and they continued with belter a ' 
vnntnge their forced march until the pass opened upon a boundlesa 
extent of jungle, with a single high mud fort rising through the 
midst of it. Upon this plain rapine and war had suspended tlie 
labours of industry, and the rich vegetation of the -sal had in a few 
years converter', a fertile champaign country into an almost IdhJ 
p en elrable thicket. Accordingly, the banks of a small nullah, or.l 
biook, were covered with the footmarks of tigers and other animalj 4 
of prey. , ' 

Here the travellers slopped to drink, and to refresh themselvca 
and their horses ; ahd it was near this spot that Hartley saw a 
light which forced him to compare the subject which engrossed bis 
own thoughts, with the distress that had afflicted another. 

At a spot not far distant from the brook, the guide called their 
attention to a most wretched-looking man, overgrown with hair, 
who was seated on the skm of a tiger. His body was covered 
with mud and ashes, his skin sun-burnt, his dress a few wretched 
tatters. He appeared not to observe the approach of the strangers, 
neither moving nor speaking a word, but remaining with his eyes 
fined on a small and rude tomb, formed of the black slate-stonei 
which lay around, and exhibiting' a small recess for a lamp. As J 
Ihey approached the m.in, and placed before him a rupee or tMra|,9 
and some rice, they observed that a tiger's skull and bones layA 
beside him, with a sabre almost consumed by rust. ' 

While they gaied on this miserable object, the guide acquainted 
them with his tragical history. Sadhu Sing had been a Sipahee, or 
soldier, and freebooter of course, the native and the pride of a half- 
ruined village which they had passed on ihe preceding day. He ' 
betrothed to the daughter of a Sipahee, who served in the mud foi< 
which they saw at a distance rising above the jungle. In due tinn 
Satlliu, with his friends, came for the purpose of the marriage, i 
to bring home the bride. She was mounted on a Taioo, i 
horse belonging to the country, and fiadhu and his friends pre 
ceded her on foot, in all their joy and pride. As they approache 
the nullah near which the travellers were resting, there was heard ■ 
dreadful roar, accompanied by a shriek of agony. Sadhu liingi 
who instantly turned, saw no trace of his bride, save that her hors 
ran wild in one direction, whilst in the other the long grass o 
reeds of the jungle were moving hke the ripple of the ocean, wheiKfl 
distorted by the course of a shark holding its way near the surfacQiff 
Sadhu drew his sabre and rushed forward in that direction ; tb*fl 
J^S^tf^ P^rty remained motionless until roused by a short ro>*a 
- They then plunged into the jungle with their drawBa 
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weapons, where they speedily found Sadhu Sing holding in hii 
arms the lifeless corpse of his bride, where a little farther lay the 
body of the tiger, slain by such a blow over the neck as desperation 
itself could alone have discharged. — The brideless bridegroom 
would permit none to interfere with his sorrow. He dug a grave 
for his Mom, and erected over it the rude tomb they saw, and 
never afterwards left the spot. The beasts of prey ttiemselves 
seemed to respect or dread the extremity of his sorrow. Hia 
friends brought him food and water from the nullah, but he neither 
smiled nor showed any mark of acknowledgment unless when they 
brought him flowers to deck the grave of Mora. Four or five years, 
according to the guide, had passed away, and there Sadhu Sing 
still remained among the trophies of his grief and his vengeance, 
exhibiting all the symptoms of advanced age, though still in the 
prime of youth. The tale hastened the travellers from their rest- 
ing-place ; the Vakeel because it reminded him of the dangers of 
the jungle, and Hartley because it coincided too well with the pro- 
bable fate of bis beloved, almost within the grasp of a more formid> 
able tiger than that whose skeleton lay beside Sadhu Sing. 

It was at the mud fort already mentioned that the travellers re- 
ceived the first accounts of the progress of the Begum and her 
party, by a Peon (or foot-soldier) who had been in their company, 
but was now on his return to the coast. They had travelled, he 
Baid, with great speed, until they ascended the Ghauts, where they 
were joined by a party of the Begum's own forces ; and he and 
others, who had been brought from Madras as a temporary escort, 
■were paid and dismissed to their homes. After this, he understood 
it was the purpose of the Eegum Mootee Mahul, to proceed by slow 
marches and frequent halts, to Bangalore, the vicinity of which 
place she did not desire to reach until Prince Tippoo, with whom 
she desired an interview, should have returned from an expedition 
towards Vandicotla, in which he had lately been engaged. 

From the result of his anxious enquiries. Hartley had reason to 
hope, that though Seringapatam was seventy-five miles more to the 
eastward than Bangalore, yet, by using diligence, he might have 
time to throw himself at the feet of Hyder, and beseech his inter- 
position, before the meeting betwixt Tippoo and the licgum should 
decide the fate of Mcnie Gray. On the other hand, be trembled 
as the Peon told him that the Begum's Bukshcc, or General, wlio 
had travelled to Madras with her in disguise, had now assumed 
the dress and character belonging to his rank, and it was expected 
he was to be hiinoured by the Mahomedao Prince with some high, 
oEce of dignity. With still deeper anxiety, he learned that a pa- 
lanquin, watched with scdulo-js care by tha sVasta "A ti-i\wA:^ 
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jsaloiisy, contained, it was whispered, a Fcringi, or Frantish w 
bcauiilul as a Ilouri, who had been brought from England by iht 
Bcj^um, as a present to Tippoo. The deed of vilkiny was tlicrefom 
in full train to be accoinplished ; k remained to sec whether 
diKgencc on Hartley's side, its course could be interrupied. 

When this eager vindicator of betrayed innocence arrived in the 
capital of Hyder, it may be believed (hat he consumed no time in 
viewing tlie temple of the celebrated Vlshnoo, or in surveying ibe 
sp undid Gardens called Loll-bang, which were the monument of 
Hyder's magnificence, and now hold his mortal remains. On the 
conirary, he was no sooner arrived in the city, than he hastened to 
the principal Mosque, having no doubt that he was there most likely 
to learn some tidings of Barak cl HadgL He approached accord- 
ingly the sacred spot, and as to enter it would have cost a Fcringi 
his life, he empIoyL-d the agency of a devout Mussulman to obtain 
infurmalion concerning the person whom he sought. He was not 
long in learning that the Fakir Barak was within the Mosque, as 
he had anticipated, busied with his holy office of reading passages 
from the Koran, and its most approved commentators. To inter- 
rupt him in his devout task was impossible, and it was only by a 
high bribe that he could prevail on ihe same Moslem whom he bad 
before employed, to slip into the sleeve of the holy man's robe a 
paper coniairing his name, and that of the Khan in which the 
Vakeel had taken up his residence. The agent brought back for 
ansiver, that the Fal.ir, immersed, as was to be expected, in the 
holy service which he was in the act of discharging, had paid no 
visible attention to the symbol of intimation which the Feringi 
Sahib {European gentleman) had sent to him. Distracted with tbe 
loss of lime, of which each moment was p/ccious, Hartley next 
endeavoured to prevail on the Mussulman to interrupt the Fakir's 
devotions with a verbal message ; but the man was indignant at 
the very proposal. 

" Dog of a Christian ! " he said, " what art thou and thy whoie 
generation, that Barak el Hadgi should lose a divine thought for 
the sake of an infidel like thee?" 

Ennspcrated beyond self-possession, the unfortunate Hartley ivas 
now about to intrude upon the precincts of the Mosque in person, 
in hopes of internipting the formal prolonged recitation which 
issued from its recesses;, when an o!d man laid his hand on his 
shoulder, and prevented him from a rashness which might have 
cost him his life, saying, at the same time, " You are a Sahib Angre- 
xie, [English gentleman ;] I have beenaTelinga,[a private soldierj 
in the Company's service, and I have eaten their salt, I will do your 
errand for you to the Fakir Barak el HadgL" 
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So saying, he entered the Mosque, and presently returned with 
the Fakir's answer, in these enigmatical words : — " He who would 
Bee the sun rise must watch till the dawn." 

Wilh this poor subject of consolation, Hartley retired to his inn, 
to meditate on ihe futility of the professions of the natives, and 
to devise some other mode of iinditig access to Hyder tlinn that 
which he had hitherio trusted to. On this point, however, he lost 
all hope, being informed by his late felloiv-travcller, whom he 
found at the Khan, that the Nawaub was absent from the city on 
a secret expedi'.ion, which might detain him for two or three 
days. This was the answer which the Vakeel himself had received 
from the Dewan, wilh a farther intimation, that he must hold him- 
self ready, when he was required, to deliver his crcdcniiuls to 
Prince Tippoo, instead of the Nawaub ; his business being referred 
' not very promising for the success of his 
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now nearly thrown into despair. He applied to 
officer supposed to have credit with the Nawaub, 
1 hint of the nature of his business seemed to strike 
all with terror. Not one of the persons he applied to would engage 
in the affair, or even consent to give it a hearing ; and the Dewan 
plainly told him, that to engage in opposition to Prince Tippoo's 
wishes, was the ready way to destruction, and exhorted him to 
return to the coast. Driven almost to distraction by his various 
failures, Hartley betook himself in the evening to the Khan. The 
call of the Mueziins thundering from the minarets, had invited the 
faithful to prayers, when a black servant, about fifteen years old, 
stood before Hartley, and pronounced these words, deliberately, 
and twice over, — " Thus says Barak e! Hadgi, the watcher in the 
Mosque. He that would see the sun rise, let him turn towards the 
east." He then left the caravanserai ; and it may be well supposed 
that Hartley, staiting from the carpet on which he had lain down 
to repose himself, followed his youthful guide with renewed vigotir 
and palpitating hope. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Twas the hour when riles unholy 

Cjll'd each Paynim voice to prayer. 
And the star that faded slowly. 

Left to dews the frcslicn'd air. 

Dav his sultry fires had wasted, 

Calm and cool the moonbeams shone) 

To the Vizier's lofty palace 

One bold Christian came alone. 

Thumas Campbell. Quoted from mtmery. 

THa twilight darkened into night so fast, that it was only by 
bis white dress that Hartley could discern his guide, as he tripped 
along the splendid Da^aar of the city. But the obscurity was so 
far favourable, that it prevented the inconvenient attention which 
the natives might otherwise have bestowed upon the Europeaa 
in his native dress, a sight at that time very rare in Seringa* 
paiam. 

The various turnings and windings through which he was Coa» 
ducted, ended at a small door in a wall, which, from the branchei 
that hung over it, seemed to suiTound a garden or grove. 

The postern opened on a tap from his guide, and the slave having 
entered, Hartley prepared to follow, but stepped back as a gigantic 
African brandished at his head a scimitar three fingers broad. The 
young slave touched his cotiniryman with a rod which he held in 
his hand, and it seemed as if the touch disabled the giant, whose 
arm and weapon sunk instantly. Hartley entered without faRher 
opposition, and was row in a grove of mango-trees, through which 
an infant moon was twinkling faintly amid the murmur of waterii 
the sweet song of the nightingale, and the odours of the ros^ 
yellow jasmine, orange and citron flowers, and Persian Narcis- 
sus. Huge domes and arches, which were seen Imperfectly in the 
quivering light, seemed to intimate the neighbourhood of sonie 
sacred edifice, where the Fakir had doubtless taken up his resi* 

Hartley pressed on with as much haste as he could, and entered ] 
a side-door and narrow-vaulted passage, at the end of which w 
another door. Here his guide slopped, but pointed and made ia» J 
dieaiions that the European should enter. Hartley did so, and I 
found himself in a small cell, such as « e have formerly described, I 
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Hartley pronounced the usual salutation of Salam Alaikum in 
the most modest and deferential tone ; but his former friend was 
so far from responding in their former strain of intimacy, that, 
having consulted the eye of his older companion, he barely pointed 
lo a third carpet, upon which the stranger seated himself cross- 
legged after the country fashion, and a profound silence prevailed 
for the space of several minutes. Hartley knew the Oriental cus- 
toms too well to endanger the success of his suit by precipitation. 
He waited an intimaticn to speak. At length it came, and from 
Barak. 

" When the pilgrim Barak," he said, " dwelt at Madras, he had 
eyes .ind a tongue ; but now he is guided by those of his father, the 
holy Scheik Hali ben Khalcdoun, the superior of his convent." 

Tliis extreme humility Hartley thought inconsistent with tho 
affectation of possessing superior influence, which Barak had shown 
while at the Presidency ; but exaggeration of their own consequence 
is a foible common to all who find themselves in a land of strangers. 
Addressing the senior Fakir, therefore, he told him in as few words 
as possible the villainous plot which was laid to betray Menie Gray 
into the hands of the Prince Tippoo. He made his suit for the 
reverend father's intercession with the Prince himself, and tviih his 
father the Nawauh, in the most persuasive terms. The Fakir 
hstcned to him with an inflexible and immovable aspect, similar to 
that with which a wooden saint regards his eager supplicants. 
There was a second pause, when, after resuming his pleading more 
than once, Hartley was at length compelled to end it for want of 

The silence was broken by the elder Fakir, who, after shooting a 
glance at his younger companion by a turn of the eye, without the 
least alteration of the position of the head and body, said, " The 
unbeliever has spoken like a poet. But does he think that the 
NawaubKhan Hyder All Dehauder will contest with his son Tippoo 
the Victorious, the possession of an iniidel slave P" 

Hartley received at the same time a side glance from Barak, as 
if encouraging him to plead his own cause. He suflfered a minute 
to elapse, and then replied, — 

" The Nawaub is in the place of the Prophet, a. judge over the 
low as well as high. It is written, that when the Prophet decided 
a eontroversy between tho two sparrows concerning a grain of ric^ 
bis wife Fatima said to him, ' Doth the Missionary of Allab welita 
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bestow bis time in distributing justice on 
bfitwecn sucb despicable litigants ?' — ' KnO' 

3phet, ' thai ibe sparrows and the grain of rice are the rrcation 
Allab. They arc not worth more than thou hast spoken ; but 
justice is a treasure of inestimable price, and it must be imparled 
by him who holdeib power to all who require it at bis hand. The 
Prince doth the will of Allah, who gives it alike in small mat- 
ters as in great, and to the poor as well as the powerful. To tbs 
hungry bird, a grain of rice is as a chaplct of pearls to a sovereign.^ 
— 1 liave spoken." 

*' Dismallah !— Praised be God ! he halh spoken like a Moullah,* 
said Ide elder fakir, with a litlle more emotion, and some indinalion 
of his head towards Barak, for on Harilcy he scarcely deigned 

" The lips have spoken it which cannot lie," replied Darak, and 
there was again a pause. 

It was once more broken by Scheik flali, who, addressing him- 
self directly to Hartley, demanded of him, "Hast thou heard, 
Feringi, of aught of treason meditated by this Kafr [infidel] 
the Nawaub Behauder?'' 

" Out of a traitor comcih treason," said Hartley, " but, U 
after my knowledge, I am not conscious of such design." 

" There is troth in the words of him," said the Fakir, " who ac* 
cuseth Dot his enemy save on his knowledge. The things thou hast 
spoken sh.iU be laid before the Nawaub ; and as Allah and he will, 
so shall the issue be. Meantime, return to thy Khan, and pretare 
to attend the Vakeel of thy government, who is to travel with dawn 
to Bangalore, the strong, the happy, the holy city. Peace be with 
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Barak, to whom this appeal was made, replied, " Even as mf 
father hath spoken." d 

Hartley had no alternative but to arise and lake his leave with'] 
the usual phrase, " Saiam — God's peace be with you '." 

His youthful guide, who waited his return without, conducted him 
once more to his Khan, through by-paths which he could not have 
found out wlihotit pilotage. His thoughts were in the meantime 
strongly engaged on his late interview. He knew the Moslem men 
of religion were not implicitly to be trusted. The whole scens ^ 
might be a scheme of Barak, to get rid of the trouble of palro 
a European in a delicate affair ; and he deiermined to be guidedt I 
by what should seem to confinn or discredit the intimation wbidl f 
lie had received. 

On his arrival at the Khan, he found il:e Vakeel of the Britisl) J 
pavemmcEtt in a great bustle, preparing to obey direaions t 
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willed to him by tlie NowauVs Dewan, or treasurer, directing him 
to depart the next morning wiih break of day for Bangalore. 

He expressed great disconlent at the order, and when Hartley 
intimaied his purpose of accompanying him. seemed to think him 
a fool for his pains, hinting the probability that Hyder meant to get 
rid of them both by means of the freebooters, through wliose coun- 
tries they weie to pass with such a feeble escort. This fear gave 
way to another, when the time of departure came, al which moment 
there rode up about two hundred of the Nawaub's native cavalry. 
The Sirdar who commatidcd these troops behaved with civility, and 
stated that he was directed to attend upon the travellers, and to 
provide for their safely and convenience on the journey ; but his 
manner was reserved and distant, and the Valicel insisted that the 
force was intended to prevent their escape, rather than for th'ir 
proieclion. Under such nnpleasant auspices, the journey betueen 
Scringapatain and Bangalore was accomplished in two days and 
part of a third, the distance being nl;arly eighty miles. 

On arriving in view of this fine and populous city, they found an 
encampment already estabhshed within a mile of its walls. It oc- 
cupied a tope or knoll, coveted with trees, and looked full on the 
gardens which TIppoo had created in one qiiattcr of the city. The 
rich pavilions of the principal persons flamed with silk and gold ; 
and spears with gilded points, or poles supporting gold knobs, dis- 
played numerous little banners, inscrihed with the n.ime of the 
Prophet. This was the camp of Ihc Begum Mootee Mahul, who, 
with a small body of her troops, about two hundred men. was wait- 
ing the return of Tippoo under the walls of Bangalore. Their 
private motives for desiring a meeting the reader is acquainted with ; 
to the public the visit of the Begum had only the appearance of an 
act of deference, frequently paid by inferior and subordinate princes 
to the patrons whom they deoend upon. 

These facts ascertained, the Sirdar of the Naivaub took up hii 
own encampment within sight of that of the Begum, but at about 
half a mile'sdistance, dispatching to the city a mcs5enger to announce 
to the Prince Tippoo, so soon as he should arrive, that lie had cums 
hither with the English VakeeL 

The bustle of pitching a few tents was soon over, and Hartley, 
solitary and sad, was left to walk under the shade of two or three 
mango-trees, and looking to the displayed streamers of the Begum's 
encampment, to reflect that amid these insignia of Mahomedanism 
Menie Gray remained, destined by a profligate and treacherous 
lover 10 the fate of slavery to a heathen tyrant. The consciousness 
of being in her vicinity added to the bitter pangs with which Hartley 
oonteniplatcd her situation, and reflected how little chance ihera 
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appeared of his being able to rescue her from it by ihe mere force 
of reason and justice, which ivas all he could oppose [o Ihe scllisb 
passions of a voluptuous tyrant. A lover of romance Tni^ht have 
mediiatcd some means of effecting her release by force or address j 
but Hartley, though a man of courage, had no spirit of adventure 
and wouIq have regarded as desperate any attempt of the kind. 

His sole gleam of comfort arose from the impression which he 
had apparently mnde upon the elder Fakir, which he could no( help 
hoping nii^ht be of some avail to him. Uut on one thing he was 
firmly resolved, and that was, not to relinquish the cause he had 
engaged in whilst a grain of hope remained. He had seen in bis 
own profession a quickening and a revival of life in the patient's 
eye, even when glared apparently by the hand of Death ; and he 
was taught confidence amidst moral evil by his success in relieving 
that which was physical only. 

While Hartley was thus meditating, he was roused to attention 
by a heavy filing of artillery from the high bastions of the town ; 
and turning his eyes in that direction, he could see advancing, on 
the northern side of Bangalore, a tide of cavalry, riding tumultu- 
Dusly forward, brandishing their spears in all different attitudes, 
and pressing their horses to a gallop. The clouds of dust which 
attended this vnnguard, for such it was, combined with the smoke 
of the guns, did not permit Hartley to see distinctly the main body 
which followed : but the appearance of howdahed elephants and 
royal banners dimly seen through the haze, plainly intimated the 
return of Tippoo to li an galore ; while shouts, and irregular dis- 
charges of musketry, announced the real or pretended rejoicing of 
tlie inhabitants. The city gates received the hving torrent, which 
rolled towards ihem ; the clouds of smoke and dust were soon dis- 
persed, and the horizon was restored to serenity and silence. 

The meeting between persons of importance, more especially of 
roya! rank, is an^aiter of very great consequence in India, and gene- 
rally much address is employed to induce the person receiving the 
visit, 10 come as far as possible to meet the visitor. From merely 
rising up, or going to the edge of the carpet, to advancing to ibe 
gate of the palace, to that of the city, or, finally, to a mile or two 
on the road, is all subject to negotiation. Uut Tippoo's Impatience 
to possess the fair European induced him to grant on this occasion 
a much greater degree of courtesy than the Begum had dared to 
expect, and he appointed his garden, adjacent to the city walls, and 
indeed included within the precincts of the fortifications, as tha 
place of their meeting ; the hour noon, on the day succeeding h' 
arrival; fur ilie natives seldom move early In the morning, i 
before having broken their fast. This was iniinuted ic 
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messenger by the Prince in person, as, kneeling before him, he 
presented the nitssar, (a tribute consisting of three, five, or seven 
gold Mohurs, alwa.ys an odd number,) and received in exchange a^ 
Kbelaut, or dress of honour. The messenger, in return, was 
eloquent in describing the importance of his mistress, her devoted 
Yeneration for the Prince, the pleasure which she experienced on 
the prospect of their motakul, or meeting, and concluded with a 
more modest compliment to his own extraordinary talents, and the 
\ confidence which the Begum reposed in him, He then departed ; 
and orders were given that on the next day all should be in readi- 
ness for the Sffwarree, a grand procession, when the Prince was to 
receive the Begum as his honoured guest at his pleasure-house ia 
the gardens. 

Long before the appointed hour, the rendezvous of Fakirs, 
beggars, and idlers, before the gate of the palace, intimated the 
excited expeclaiions of those who usually attend processions j 
while a more urgent set of mendicants, the courtiers, were hasten- 
ing thither, on horses or elephants, as their means afforded, always 
in a hurry to show their >eal, and with a speed proportioned ta 
what they hoped or feared. 

At noon precisely, a discharge of cannon, placed in the outer 
courts, as also of matchlocks and of small swivels, carried by 
camels, [the poor animals shaking their long ears at every dis- 
cbarge,) announced that Tippoo had mounted his elephant The 
solemn and deep sound of the naggra, or slate drum, borne upon 
an elephant, was then heard like the distant discharge of artillery, 
followed by a long roll of musketry, and was instantly answered 
by that of numerous trumpets and tom-toms, (or common drums,) 
making a discordant, but yet a martial din. The noise increased 
as the procession traversed the outer courts of the palace in suc- 
cession, and at length issued from the gates, having at their head 
the Chobdars, bearing silver slicks and clubs, and shouting, at the 
pitch of their voices, the titles and the virtues of Tippoo, the great, 
the generous, the invincible— strong as Rustan, just as Noushirvan 
— with a short prayer for his continued health. 

After these came a confused body of men on foot, bearing spears, 
matchlocks, and banners, and intermixed with horsemen, some in 
complete shirts of mail, with caps of steel under their turbans, 
some in a sort of defensive armour, consisting of rich silk dresses, 
rendered sahre-proof by being stuffed with cotton. These cham- 
pions preceded the Prince, as whose body-guards they acted. It 
was not till after this lime that Tippoo raised his celebrated Tigeiw 
regiment, disciplined and armed according to the European fashion, 
immediately before the Prince i^me, on a scooll elephant, a hard- 
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gM. Behind Tippoa came Ak nrioas co urti er s and officers of 
Ac hoa s e h old. aiwwiied daeAr am riefh a n t s , aB anaycd in their 
BoK qdeadad attin% and exhibiting the greatest poap. 

In this T""«««*^- the pracessioa adtsnoed dcmi the principal 
Mieet of Ac to«i, to ibe gaie of the rojil gardens. The houses 
wen anuinentcd bj braad doih, silk shawls, and embroidered 
carpets of the richest cokwrs, dtsptajcd from the *enndahs and 
wiodmrs ; eircn the meanest hot was adorned wiih some piece of 
cloth, so that tbe whole street had a wgulariy rich and gorgeous 
appearance. 

This splendid proccsstoa having entered the roval gardens, 
approached, through a long avenue of lofty trees, a chabootra, or 
platform of while marble, canopied by arches of the same material, 
which occupied the centre. It was raised four or nve Ject from the 
ground, covered with white cloth and Persian carpets. In tbe 
centre of the platform was the musnud, or state cushion of the 
Prince, six feet square, composed of crimson velvet, richly embroi- 
dered By especial grace, a small low cushion was placed on the 
right of the Prince, for the occupation of the Begum. In front of 
this platform was a square tank, or pond of marble, four feet deep, 
and tilled to the brim wiih water as clear as crystal, having a large 
Jet or fountain in the middle, which threw up a column of ' 
height oi twenty feet. 

The Prince Tippoo had scarcely dismounted from hiselcphanl 
and occupied ilie musnud, or throne of cushions, when the statd]v9 
form of the IJegiim was seen advancing lo the place of rendciivou 
The elephant being left at the gate of the gardens opening into tl 
country, opposite lo thst by which Uie ptocession of Tippoo t 
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entered, she was carried in an open litter, richly ornamented with 
silver, and borne on the shoulders of six black slaves. Her person 
was as richly allired as silks and gems could accomplish. 

Richard Middlcmas, as the Begum's general or Bukshee, walked 
nearest to her litter, in a dress as magniRcent in itself as it was 
remote from all European coslutne, being tliat of a Banka, or 
Indian courtier. His turban was of rich silk and gold, twisted 
very hard, and placed on one side of his head, its ends hanging 
down on the shoulder. His mustaches were turned and curled, 
and his eyelids stained with antimony. The vest was of gold 
brocade, with a cumnierband, or sash, around his waisi, correi- 
pondirg to his turban. He carried in his hand a large sword, 
sheathed in a scabbard of crimson velvet, and wore around his 
middle a broad embroidered sword-bclt. What thoughts he had 
under this gay attire, and the bold bearing which corresponded to 
it, it would be fearful to unfold. His least detestable hopes were 
perhaps those which tended to save Mcnie Gray, by betraying the 
Prince who was about to confide in him, and the Begum, at whose 
intercession Tippoo's confidence was lo be reposed. 

The litter stopped as it approached the tank, on the opposite 
sii'e of which the Prince was sealed on his musnud. Middlemas 
assisted the Begtim to descend, and led her, deeply veiled with 
silver muslin, towards the platform of maible. The rest of the 
retinue of the Begum followed in their richest and most gaudy 
attire, all males, however ; nor was there a symptom of woman 
being in her train, extiepi that a close litter, guarded by twenty 
black slaves, having their sabies drawn, remained at some 
distance in a thicket of flowering shrubs. 

When Tippoo Saib, through the dim haze which hung over 
the Waterfall, discerned the splendid train of the Begum ad- 
vancing, he arose from his musnud, so as to receive her near 
the foot of his throne, and exch:ingcd grcciings with her upon 
the pleasure of meeting, and enquiries after their mutual health. 
He then conducted her to the cushion placed near to his ouo, 
while his courtiers anxiously showed their politeness in accom'' 
modaiing those of the Begum with places upon the carpets 
around, where they all sat down cross-legged — Richard Middlc- 
mas occupying a conspicuous situation. 

The people of inferior note stood behind, and amongst tliem 

was the Sirdar of Hyder Ali, with Hartley and the Madras VakeeL 

ould be impossible to describe the feelings with which Haiiley 

igniscd the apostate Middlcmas, and the Amazonian Mrs. 

ntreville. The sight of tliem woiked up his resolution to make 

an appeal against them in full Durbar, to the justice which iippoo 
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was obliged to tender to all who should complain of injuries. 

" lie, the Prince, who had hitherto spoken in a ' 
while acknowledging, it is to be supposed, the services and the 
fidelity of the Bcgura, now gave the sign lo his attendant, who 
said, in an elevated tone, " Wherefore, and to requite these services, 
the mighty Prince, at the request of the mighty Begum, Mootee 
Mahul, beautiful as the moon, and wise as the daughter of Giam- 
Bchid, had decreed to take into his service the Bukshee of her J 
armies, and to invest him, as one worthy of all contidence, witbl 
the keeping of his beloved capital of Bangalore." S 

The voice of the crier had scarce ceased, when it was answered * 
by one as loud, which sounded from the crowd of bystanders, 
" Cursed is he who mokcih the robber Leik his treasurer, or 
tnisleih the lives of Moslemah to the command of an apostate ! " 

With unutterable satisfaction, yet with trembling doubt and 
anxiety. Hartley traced the speech to the elder Fakir, the com- 
panion of Barak. Tippoo seemed not to notice the interruption, 
which passed for that of some mad devotee, to whom the Moslem 
princes permit great freedoms. The Durbar, therefore, recovered 
from their surprise ; and, in answer to the proclamation, united in the 
shout of applause which is expected to attend every annunciation 
of the royal pleasure. 

Their acclamation had no sooner ceased, than Middleman 
arose, bent himself before the musnud, and, in a set speech, de> 
clared his unworthiness of such high honour as had now been con- 
ferred, and his ical foe the Prince's service. Something remained 
to be added, but bis speech faltered, his limbs shook, -and his 
tongue seemed to refuse its oflice. 

The Begum started from her seat, though contrary to etiquette, 
and said, as if to supply the deficiency in the speech of her officer, 
'■ My slave would say, that in acknowledgment of so great an 
honour conferred on my Bukshee, I am so void of means, that 
I can only pray your Highness will deign to accept a lily from 
Frangistan, to plant wilhin the recesses of the secret garden 
of thy pleasures. Let my Lord's guards carry yonder litter to the 
Zenana.'' 

A female scream was heard, as, at a signal from Tippoo, the 
guards of his Scr.igho advanced lo receive the closed litter from ' 
the attendants of the Begum. The voice of the old Fakir was heat^l 
louder and sterner than before. — " Cursed is the prince who bartei 

for lust 1 He shall die in the gate by the sword of th«l 
itranger." 

' ' too insolent ! " said Tippoo. " Drag forward that Falu 
and cut bis robe into tatters on his back with your chabouki."* 
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But a scene ensued like thai in the hall of Seyd. All who at- 
tempted lo obey the command of the incensed despot fell back from 
the Fakir, as tbey would from the Angel of Death. He flung his 
cap and fictitious beard on the ground, and the incensed counte- 
nance of Tippoo was subdued in an instant, when he encountered 
the stem and awful eye of his father. A sign dismissed him from 
the throne, which Hyder himself ascended, while the officious 
menials hastily disrobed him of his tattered cloak, and flung on him 
a robe of regal splendour, and placed on his head a jewelled turban. 
The Durbar rung with acclamations to Hyder A!i Khan Behauder, 
" the good, the wise, the discoverer of hidden things, who conielh 
into the Divan like the sun bursting from the clouds." 

The Nawaub at length signed for silence, and was promptly 
obeyed. He looked majestically around him, and at length bent 
his look upon Tippoo, whose downcast eyes, as he stood before the 
throne with his arms folded on his bosom, were strongly contrasted 
with the haughty air of authority which he had worn but a moment 
before. '' Thou has been wUling," said the Nawaub, " to barter 
the safety of tliy capital for the possession of a white slave. But 
the beauty of a fair woman caused Solomon ben David to stumble 
in his path ; how much more, then, should the son of Hyder Naig 
remain firm under temptation !— That men may see clearly, we 
must remove the light which darales tbcm. Yonder Feringi woman 
must be placed at ray dispiosal." 

" To hear is to obey," replied Tippoo, while the deep gloom on 
his brow showed what bis forced submission cost his proud 
and passionate spirit In the hearts of the courtiers present 
reigned the most eager curiosity to see the aVnoBWWf/of the scene, 
but not a trace of that wish was suffered to manifest itself on 
features accustomed to conceal all internal sensations. The feel- 
ings of the Begum were hidden under her veil ; while, in spite of a 
bold attempt to conceal his alarm, the perspiration stood in targe 
drops on the brow of Richard MJddlemas. The next words of the 
Nawaub sounded like music in the ear of Hartley. 

" Carry the Feringi woman to the tent of the Sirdar Belash 
Cassim, [the chief 10 whom Hartley had been committed.] Let her 
be tended in all honour, and let him prepare to escort her, with the 
Vakeel and the Hakim Hartley, to the Payeen-Ghaut, (the country 
beneath the passes,] answering for their safety with his head" The 
liner was on its road to the Sirdar's tents ere the Nawaub had done 
speaking. " For thee, Tipoo," continued Hyder, " 1 am not come 
hither to deprive thee of authority, or lo disgrace thee before the 
Durbar. Such things as thou has promised to this Feringi, proceed 
to make ihcm good. The sun -calieth not back, liit ^■%\.waAsj« 
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which he lends to the moon ; and the father obscures not I 
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The cercmonyof investiture was therefore recommenced, by which 
the Prince Tippoo conferred on Middlemas the important govern- 
ment of the city of Bangalore, probably with the internal resolution, 
that since he was himself deprived of the fair European, he would 
take an early opportunity to remove the new KiUedar from his 
charge ; while Middlemas accepted it with the throbbing hope that 
he might yet outwit both father and son. The deed of investiture 
was read aloud — the robe of honour was put upon the newly. 
created KiUedar, and a hundred voices, while they blessed the 
prudent choice of Tippoo, wished the governor good fortune, and 
victory over his enemies. 

A horse was led forrt'ard, as the Prince's gift. It was a fine steed 
of the Cuttyawar breed, high-crested, with broad hind-quanen ; 
'he was of a white colour, b\it had the extremity of his tail and 
mane stained red. His saddle was red velvet, the bridle and 
crupper studded with gilded knobs. Two attendants on lesser 
horses led this prancing animal, one holding the lance, and the 
other the long spear of iheir patron. The horse was shown to the 
applauding courtiers, and withdrawn, in order to be led in state 
through the streets, while the new KiUedar should follow on the 
elephant, another present usual on such an occasion, which was 
next made to advance, that the world might admire the muni* 
ficence of the Prince. 

The huge animal approached the platform, shaking his lai 
wrinkled head, which he raised and sunk, as if impatient, 
culling upwards his trunk from time to time, as if to show 
gulf of hii longueless mouth. Gratefully retiring with the deepest 
obeisance, the KiUedar, well pleased the audience was finished, 
stood by the neck of the elephant, expecting the conductor of the 
animal would make him kneel down, that he might ascend ibo 
gilded howdah, which awaited his occupancy. 

" Hold, Feringi," said Hyder. " Thou hast received all that 
promised thee by the bounty of Tippoo. Accept now what is 
fruit of the justice of Hyder." 

As he spoke, he signed with his finger, and the driver of ths' 
elephant instantly conveyed to the animal the pleasure of the; 
Nawaub. Curling his long trunk around the neck of the ill-fated 
European, the monster suddenly threw the wreLch prostrate bcfc 
md stamping his huge shapeless foot upon his breast, put 
t once to his life and to his crimes. The cry which the victio) 
littered was mimicked by the roar of the monster, and a souitdJ 
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H!te an hysterical laugh mingling with a scream, which rung from 
under the veil of the Begum, The elephant once more raised his 
trunk aloft, and gaped fearfully. 

The courtiers preserved a profound silence ; but Tippoo, upon 
whose mushn robe a part of the victim's blood had spirted, held it 
up to the Nawaub, enclairoing, in a sorrowful, yel resentful 
tone,—" Father— father— was it thus my promise should have been 
kept ? " 

" Know, foolish boy," said Hayder Ali, "that the carrion which 
lies (here was in a plot to deliver Bangalore to the Feringis and the 
Mahratias, This Begum [she started when she heard herself 
named] has given us warning of the plot, and has so merited her 
pardon for having originally concurred in it, — whether altogether 
out of love to us we will not loo curiously enquire,— Hence with 
that lump of bloody clav. and let the Hakim Hartley and the 
English Vakeel come before me." 

They were brought forward, while some of the attendants 
flung sand upon the bloody traces, and others removed the crushed 
corpse. 

"Hakim," said Hyder, "thou shall return with the Fering! 
woman, and with gold to compensate her injuries, wherein the 
Begum, as is fitting, shall contribute a share. Do thou say to thy 
nation, Hyder Ali acts justly." The Nawaub then inclined himselT 
graciously to Hartley, and then turning to the Vakeel, who ap- 
peared much discomposed, " You have brought to me," he said, 
" words of peace, while your masters meditated a treacherous war. 
I* is not upon such as you that my vengeance ought to alight. 
But tell the Kafr [or infidel] Paupiah and his unworthy master, 
thai Hyder Ali sees too clearly to suffer to be lost by treason ihe 
advantages he has gained by war. Hitherto 1 have been in the 
Camatic as a mild prince— in future I will be a destroying tempest I 
Hitherto 1 have made inroads as a compassionate and merciful 
CO nquernr— hereafter I will be the messenger whom Allah sends to 
the kingdoms which he visits in judgment ! " 

It is well known bow dreadfully the Nawaub kept this promise, 
and how he and his son afterwards sunk before the discipline and 
bravery of the Europeans. The scene of just punishment which 
be so faithfully exhibited might be owing to his pohcy, his internal 
sense of right, and to the ostentation of displaying it before an 
Englishman of sense and intelligence, or to all of these motives 
mingled together — ^but in what proportions Jl is not for us to 
distinguish. 

Hartley reached the coast in safety with his precious charge, 
s:ued from a dreadful fats when she was almost be'i<it\d Wi^^. 
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But the nerves and conslitution of Menie Gray had received a shock 
from which she long suffered severely, and never entirely recovered. 
The principal ladies of Ihc settlement, moved by the singular tale 
of her distress, received her with the utmost kindness, and 
exercised towards her the most attentive and affectionate hospi- 
tality. The Nawaub, faithful to his promise, remitted to her a sum 
of no less than ten thousand gold Mohurs, extorted, as was 
surmised, almost entirely from the hoards of the Begum Mootee 
Mahul, or Monireville. Of the fate of that adventuress nothing 
was known for certainty ; but her forts and government were taken 
into Ryder's custody, and report siid, that, her power being 
abolished and her consequence lost, she died by poison, either 
taken by herself, or administered by some other person. 

It might be thought a natural conclusion of the history of Menie 
Gray, that she should have married Hartley, to whom she stood 
much indebted for his heroic interference in her behalf. But her 
feeUngs were too much and too painfully agitated, her health too 
much shattered, to permit her to entertain thoughts of a matrimo- 
nial connexion, even with the acquaintance of her youth, and the 
champion of her freedom. Time mijjht have removed these obsta- 
cles, but not two years after their adventures in Mysore, the gallant 
and disinterested Hartley fell a victim to his professional courage, 
in withstanding the progress of a contagious distemper, which he 
at length caught, and under which he sunk. He left a considerable 
part of the moderate fortune which he had acquired to Menie 
Cray, who, of course, did not want many advantageous offers of % 
nial character. But she respected the memory of Hartley 
too much, to subdue in behalf of another the reasons which induced 
her to refuse the hand which he had so well deserved— nay, it may 
be thought, haij so fairly won. 

She returned to Britain — what seldom occurs— unmarried though 
wealthy ; and, settling in her native village, appeared to find her 
only pleasure in acts of benevolence which seemed to exceed the 
extent of her fortune, had not her very retired life been taken into 
consideration. Two or three persons with whom she was intimate, 
could trace in her character that generous and disinterested sim- 
plicity and affection, which were the groundwork of her character. 
To the worlii at large her habits seemed those of the ancient RomaD 
I, which is recorded on her tomb In these four words, 



DOMUM UANSIT— LaNAM FECIT. 



J 



F 

f IfyoutdU 



THn SURGCOXS DAUGHTER 



£Bx. (tttonangru's (Foncliisfo;:. 

good jest. 
And plcise ail the rest, 

Comes Dingley, and asks you, "What was it?" 
And before she can know, 
Away she will go 
To seek an old rag in the closet. 

Dean Swift. 

While 1 was inditing the goodly matter which my readers have 
just perused. I niight be said lo go through a ccuree of ireaking-ia 
to stand criticism, like a shooting-pony to stand fire. Uy some of 
those venial breaches of confidence, which always take place on the 
like occasions, my private flirtations with the Muse of Fiction 
became a matter whispered in Miss Fairscribe's circle, some orna- 
ments of which were, I suppose, highly interested in the progress 
of the affair, while others "really thought Mr. Chrystal Croftangry 
might have had more wit at his time of day." Then came the sly 
intimation, the oblique remark, all that sugar-lipped raillery which 
is fitted for the situation of a man about to do a foolish thing, 
whether it be to publish or lo marry, and that accompanied with 
the discreet nods and winks of such friends as are in the secret, 
and the obliging eagerness of others to know alt about it. 

At length the alTair became so far public, that I was induced to 
face a tea-party with my manuscript in my pocket, looking as 
simple and modest as any gentleman of a certain age need to do 
upon such an occasion. When tea had been carried round, handker- 
chiefs and smelling bottles prepared, I had the honour of reading 
the Surgeon's Daughter, for the entertainment of the evening. It 
went off excellently; my friend Mr. Fairscribe, who had been 
seduced from his desk to join the literary circle, only fell asleep 
tivice, and readily recovered his attention by help of his snuff-box. 
The ladies were politely attentive, and when the cat, or the dog, or 
a next neighbour, tempted an individual to relax, Katte Fairscribe 
was on the alert, like an active whipper-in, with look, touch, or 
whisper, to recall them lo a sense of what was going on. Whether 
Miss Katie was thus active merely to enforce the literary disci- 
V pline ot her coterie, or whether she was really interested by the 
beauties of the piece, and desirous to enforce them on others, ' 
will not venture to ask, in case I should end in liking the girl— 
and she is really a pretty one — better than wisdom would warranty 
cither for my sake or herfc 
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1, my story here and there flagged a. good deal ; pe^ 
ere faults in my reading, for while I should have been 
) nothing but how to give the words effect as they 
i feeling the chilling consciousness, that they might 
have been, and ought to have been, a great deal better. However, 
we kindled np at last when we got to the East Indies, although on 
the mention of tigers, an old lady, whose tongue had been impl> 
ticnt for an hour, broke in with, " I wonder if Mr. Croftangry cvcc 
heard the story of Tiger Tullideph ?" and had nearly insened the 
whole narrative as an episode in my tale. She was, however, 
brought to reason, and the subsequent mention of shanls, dia- 
monds, turbans, and cummerbands, had their usual effect ia 
awakenittg the imaginations of the fair auditors. At the extinc- 
tion of the faithless lover in a way so horribly new, 1 had, as 
indeed I expected, ihe good fortune 10 excite that expression of 
painful interest, which is produced by drawing In the breath 
tlirough the compressed lips ; nay, one Miss of fourteen actually 
screamed. 

At length my task was ended, and the fair circle rained odours 
upon me, as they pelt beaux at the Carnival with sugar-plums, 
and drench them with scented spices. There was " Beautiful," 
and " Sweetly interesting," and " O Mr. Croftangry," and " How 
much obliged," and " What a delightful evening," and " Miss 
Katie, how could you keep such a secret so long!" While the 
dear souls were thus smothering me with rose-leaves, the merci- 
less old lady carried them all off by a disquisition upon 
shawls, which she had the impudence lo say, arose entirely out 
of my story. Miss Katie endeavoured to stop the flow of her 
eloquence in vain ; she threw all other topics out of the field, 
and from the genuine Indian, she made a digression to the imita- 
tion shawls now made at Paisley, out of real Thibet woo^ 
rot to be known from the actual Country shawl, except by some 
inimitable cross-siitch in the border. " It is well," said the old 
lady, wrapping herself up in a rich Kashmirc, " that there is somo 
way oC knowing a thing that cost fifty guineas from an article that 
is sold for five ; but 1 venture to say there are not one out of tea 
thousand that would understand the difference.' 

The politeness of some of the fair ladies would now have brought 
back the conversation to the forgotten subject of our meeting. 
"How could you, Mr. Croftangry, collect all these hard words 
about India?— you were never there?"— "No, m.idam, 1 have not 
had that advantage ; but, like the imitative operatives of Paisley, I 
^ have composed my shawl by incorporating into the woof a liitlo 
t wool, which my excellent friend and neighbour, Colosd 
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Mackerris, one of the best fellows who ever trode a Highland 
moor, or dived into an Indian jungle, had the goodness to supply 
me with." 

My rehearsal, however, though not absolutely and altogether to 
my taste, has prepared me in some measure for the less tempered 
and guarded sentence of the world. So a man must learn to en- 
counter a foil before he confronts a sword ; and to take up my 
original simile, a horse must be accustomed to ?ifeu de joie before 
you can ride him against a volley of balls. Well, Corporal Nym's 
philosophy is not the worst that has been preached, " Things must 
be as they may.** If my lucubrations give pleasure, I may again 
itquire the attention of the courteous reader ; if not, here end the 
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As I stood by yon roofless tower* 

Where the wa'flower scents the dewy air, 
Where the howlet mourns in her ivy -bower, 

And tells the midnight moon her care : 
The winds were laid, the air was still. 

The stars they shot along the sky ; 
The fox was howling on the hill, 

Aod ibc distant echoing glens reply. 

Robert BuBiOk 
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INTRODUCTION. 

\TAefoUewing hiirodiiclioii to " CaslU Dangerous " f"W forwarded 
by Sir Walter S Lill fieiii NapUi in February \^it,tosel!ier-with 
tome eorrections of the text and iiolet ott localities mentiotted in tUt 
Novel. 

7 he materials far the Introduction must have been collected iifort 
he left Scotland, in September l3ji/ but in the hurry of preparing 
for his voyage, he had not been able to arrange them so as to accom- 
pany the first edition of this Romance. 

A few Notes, supplied by the Editor, are placed within iracieis,'} 



The incidents on which the ensuing novel irainly turns, are derived 
from the ancient Metrical Chronicle of "ihe Bruce," by Archdeacon 
Barbour, and from the "History of the Houses of Douglas and 
Angus," by David Hume of Codscroft ; and are sustained by the 
immemorial tradition of the western parts of Scotland. They are 
"BO much in consonance with the spirit and manners of the troubled 
age to which they arc referred, that I can see no reason for doubt* 
ir.-^ their being founded in (act : the names, indeed, of numberksa 
localities in the vicinity of Douglas Castle, appear to attest, beyond 
suspicion, many even of the smallest circumstances embraced in 
the story of Codscroft. 

gall theassociatesof Robert the Bruce, in his great enterprise 
ing Scotland frotn the power of Edward, the first place is 
ersally conceded to James, the eighth Lord Douglas, to this 
I £ay venerated by his countrymen as " the Good Sir James : " 

"The G'jd Schyr James of Douglas, 
Thai in his lime sa worthy was, 
That ofThis price and his bount^. 
In far landis renowuyt was he." 
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"The Good Sir James, the dreadful blacVe Douglas, 
That in his dnycs so wise and worlhie was, 
Wha here, and on the infidels of Spain, 
Such honour, praise, and triumphs did obtain.' 

GORDOIT. 



1 

i^RDOIT. ^H 
o reinstatS^T 



From the time when the King of England refused to reiastats' 
bim, on his retiirn from France, where he had received the educa- 

n of chivalry, in the extensive possessions of his family,— which 
had been held forffiled by the exertions of his father, William the 
Hardy — the young knight of Douglas appears to have embraced, 
the cause of Bruce with enthusiastic ardour, and to have adhered 
to the fortunes of his sovereign with unwearied fidelity and devotion. 
•* The Douglasse," says HoUinshed, " was right joyfully received of 
King Robert, in whose service he faithfully continued, both in 
peace and war, to his life's end. Though the surname and familie 
of the Douglasses was in some estimation of nobilitie before those 
daies, yet the rising thereof to honour chanced through this James 
Douglasse ; for, by meanes of his advancement, others of that 
lineage tooke occasion, by their singular manhood and noble 
prowess, shewed at sundrie times in defence of the realme, to grow 
to such height in auihoritie and estimation, that their mighiie 
puissance in mainrent,* lands, and great possessions, at length waa 
{through suspicion conceived by the kings that succeeded) the 
cause in part of their ruinous decay." 

In every narrative of the Scottish war of independence, a con- 
siderable space is devoted to those years of perilous adventure and 
suffering which were spent by the illustrious friend of Bruce, in 
harassing the English detachments successively occupying bis 
paternal tcn-iloo", and in repeated and successful attempts to wrest 
the formidable fortress of Douglas Castle itself from their possession. 
In the English, as well as Scotch Chronicles, and in Rymer's 
Fcedera, occur frequent notices of the different officers intrusted by 
Edward with the keeping of this renowned stronghold ; esptecially 
Sir Robert de Clifford, ancestor of the heroic race of the Cliffords, 
Earls of Cumberland ; his lieutenant, Sir Richard de Thurlewalle, 
(written sometimes Thruswall,) of Thirwall Castle, on the Tippal, 
in Northumberland ; and Sir John de Walton, the romantic story 
of whose love-pledge, to hold the Cast le of Douglas forayearands 
day, or surrender all hope of obtaining his mistress's favour, with 
the tragic consequences, sofiened in the Novel, is given at length 
in Godscroft, and has often been pointed out as one of the afTeciing 
passages in the chronicles of chivalry.* 
The Author, before he had made much progress in this, probably 
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of his Novels, undertook a journey to Douglasdale, for the 
lining the remains of the famous Castle, the Kirk of 
Bride of Douglas, the patron saint of that great family, and tlic 
various localities alluded to by Godscroft, in his account of ihe 
early adventures of Good Sir James ; but though he was fortunate 
enough to find a zealous and well-infonned ciceronr. in Mr. Thoma* 
Haddow, and had every assistance from the kindness of Mr. 
Alexander Finlay, the resident Chamberlain of his friend. Lord 
Douglas, the slate of his health at the time was so feeble, that he 
found himself incapable of pursuing his researches, as in belter 
days be would have delighted to do, and was obliged to be contented 
with such a cursory view of scenes, in themselves most interesting, 
as could be snatched in a single morning, when any bodily exertion 
was painful Mr. Haddow was attentive enough to forward sub- 
Bequently some notes on the points which the Author had seemed 
desirous of investigating ; but these did rot reach him until, being 
obliged to prepare matters for a foreign excursion in quest of health 
and strength, he had been compelled to bring his work, such as it 
is, to a conclusion. 

The remains of the old Castle of Douglas are inconsiderable. 
They consist indeed of but one ruined tower, standing at a short 
dislarcc from the modem mansion, which itself is only a fragment 
of the desijn on which the Duke of Douglas meant to reconstruct 
the edittce, after its last accidental destruction by fire.* His Grace 
had kept in view the ancient prophecy, that as often as Douglas 
Castle might be destroyed, it should rise again in enlarged dimen- 
sions and improved splendour, and projected a pile of building, 
which, if it had been completed, would have much exceeded any 
nobleman's residence then existing in Scotland — as, indeed, what 
has been finished, amounting to about one-eighth part of the plan, 
is sufficiently extensive for the accommodation of a large establish- 
ment, and contains some apartments the dimensions of which are 
magnificenL The situation is cornmanding j and though the Duke's 
successors have allowed the mansion to continue as he left it, 
great expense has been lavished on the environs, which now 
present a vast sweep of richly undulated woodland, stretching to 
the borders of the Cairntablc mountains, repeatedly mentioned as 
the favourite retreat of the great ancestor of the family in the days 
of his hardship and persecution. There remains at the head of the 
adjoining bourg, the choir of the ancient church of St, Bride, 
tiaving beneath it the vault which was used till lately as the burial' 
place of this princely race, and only abandoned when their sto 
and leaden coffins had accumulated, in the course of 6ve or six 
luiadred years, in sucb a way that it could accoaunodatc no mara 
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Here a silver case, containing the dust of what was once the brave 
heart of Good Sir James, is still pointed out ; and in [he dilapidated 
choir above appears, though in a sorely ruinous slate, the once 
magnilicent tomb of the warrior himself. After detailing the well- 
known circumstances of Sir James's dealh in Spain, 20ih August, 
1330, where he (ell- assisting the King of Arragon in an expedi- 
lion against the Moors, when on his way back to Scotland from 
Jerusalem, to which he had conveyed the heart of Bruce, — ihi 
poet Barbout tells us that — 



" Quhen his men lang had mad mumyily 
Thai debowalyt him, and syne 
Cert scher him swa, that mycht be tane 
The flesch all haly fra the bane. 
And the cariounc thar in haly place 
Erdyt, with ijxht gret worschip, was. 

"The banys haue thai with thairo tanei 
And syne ar to thair schippis gane ; 
Syne lowaxt Scotland held thair way. 
And ihar ar cumniyn in full gret hy. 
And the banvs honorabiUy 
In tiU the Kyrk off Douglas war 
Erdyt, with dule and mekill car. 
Schyr Archebald his sone gert sya 
Otr alabastre, baih fair and fyne, 
Ordane a tumbe sa richly 
As it behowyt to swa worthy.* 



iand from ^^H 
^— the old ^H 

mutilated ^^M 



The monument is supposed to have been wantonly 
snd defaced by a delachmeni of Cromwell's troops, who, as was 
their custonr, converted the kirk of St. Bride of Douglas into it 
stable for their horses. Enough, honever, remains to identify the 
resting-place of the great Sir James. The effigy, of dark stone, is 
cross-legged, marking his character as one who had died after 
performing the pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre, and in actual 
conflict with the infidels of Spain ; and the introduction of the 
HEART, adopted as an addition to the old arms of Douglas, in 
consequence of the knight's fulfilment of Bnice'a dying injunction, 
appe.-irs, when taken in conncx-ion with the posture of the figure, to 
set the question at resL The monument, in its original state, must 
have been not inferior in any respect to the best of the same period 
in Westminster Abbey ; and the curious reader is referred for farther 
particulars of it to " The Sepulchral Antiquities of Great Britain, 
by Edward Blore, F.S.A." London, 410, 1826 ; where may al- 
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found interesting details of some of the other tombs and effigies in I 
the cemetery of the first house of Douglas. I 

As considerable liberties have been taken with the historical 
incidents on which this novel is founded, it is due to the reader to 
place before him such extracts from Godscrofc and Barbour as 
may enable h:ra to correct any mis-impression. The passages in- 
troduced in the Appendix, from the ancient poem of " The Bruce," 
will moreover gratify those who have not in their possession a copy 
of the text of Barbour, as given In the valuable quarto edition of 
my learned friend Dr. Jamieson, as furnishing on the whole a 
favourable specimen of the style and manner of a venerable classic, 
who wrote when Scotland was still full of the fame and glory of her 
liberators from the yoke of Plantagenet, and especially of Sir Jamet 
Douglas, "of whom," says Godscroft, "we will not omit here, (to 
shut up all,) the judgment of those times concerning him, in a rude 
verse indeed, >-et such as bcareth witness of his true magnanimity 
and invincible mind in either fortune : — 

" Good Sir James Douglas (who wise, and wight, and worthy was,) 
Was never overglad in no winning, nor yet ovcrsad for no tineitig j 
Good fortune and evil chance he weighed boib ia one balance." 
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Extracts from " Tht History of ilie Hmisa of Dou?:.'as and Angmi^ \ 
By Master l}Mit) iiVi\% of Codicrcft.' yol.Edil. 



• • * And here indeed the course of ihe King'smisforlunes begin; 
to make some halt and slay by thus much prosperous successe in 
his Dtt-n person j but more in the person of Sir James, by the re- 
conqucsts of his owne castles and countries. From hence he went 
into Douglasdale, where, by the means of his father's old »crva.nt, 
Thomas Dickson, he took in the Castle of Douglas, and not being 
able to keep it, he caused burn it, contenting himself with this, 
that his enemies had one strength fewer in that country than before. 
The manner of his taking of it is said to have beenc thus : — Sir 
James taking only with him two of his servants, went to Thomas 
Dickson, of whom he was received with tears, after he had revealed 
himself to him, for the good old man knew him not at first, being 
in mean and homcljf appaielL There he kept him secretly in « 
quiet chamber, and brought unto him such as had been irusty 
servants to his father, not all at once, but apart by one and one^ 
for fear of discoverie. Their advice was, that on Palmsunday, 
when the English would come forth lo the church, and his partnen 
were convccned, that then he should give ihe word, and cry the 
Douglas slogan, and presently set upon them that should happen 
to be there, who being dispatched, the Castle might be taken 
easily. This being concluded, and they come, so soon as the 
English were entered into the church with palms in their hands, 
(according » the costume of that day,) little suspecting or fearing 
any such thing. Sir James, according lo their appointment, cryed 
too soon (a Douglas, a Douglas !) which being heard in the church, 
(this was Saint Bride's church of Douglas,) Thomas Dickson, sup- 
posing he had becne hard at hand, drew out his sword, and ran 
upon them, having none to second him but another man, so that, 
oppressed by the number of his enemies, he was beaten downe 
and alaioe. In the mean time, Sir James being t^ime, the Eoglisli 




~% 



I 



INTRODUCTION. »Sj( 

that were in the chancel kept off the Scots, and having ihc advan- 
tage of the strait and narrow entrie, defended themselves manfully. 
Bui Sir James encouraging his men, not so much by words, as by 
deeds and good example, and havin°: slain the boldest resisicrj, 
prevailed at last, and entring the place, slew some twenty-six of 
their number, and looke the rest, about ten or twelve personSt ■ 
intending by them to get the Castle upon composition, or to entef J 
with them when the gaies should be opened lo let them in ; but it I 
needed not, for they of the Castle were Eo secure, that there was H 
none left to keep it save the porter and the cooke, who knowing 
nothing of what had hapned at the church, which stood a lai^e 
quarter of a. mile from thence, had left the gate wide open, the 
porter standing without, and Ihc cooke dressing the dinner within. 
They enlred without resistance, and meat being ready, and the 
cloth laid, they shut the gates, and tooke their refection at good 

Now that he had gotten the Castle into his hands, considering 
with himselfe (as he was a man no lesse advised than valiant) that 
it was hard for him to keep it, the English being as yet the stronger 
in that countrey, who if they should besiege him, he knewe of no 
reliefe, he thought better to carry away such things as he most 
easily transported, gold, silver, and apparcU, with ammunition and 
armour, whereof he had greatest use and need, and to destroy the 
rest of the provision, together with the Castle itselfe, then to 
diminish the number of his followers for a garrison there where it 
could do no good. And so he caused carrie the meale and malt, 
and other comes and graine, into the cellar, and laid all together 
in one heapc : then he took the prisoners and slew tliem, to 
revenge the death of his trustie and valiant servant, Thomas 
Dickson, mingling the victuals with their bloud, and burying their 
carkasses in the heap of come : after that he struck out the heads 
of the barrells and puncheons, and Ice the drink runn through all ; 
and then he cast the carkasses of dead horses and other carrioa 
amongst it, throwing the salt above all, so to make alt together 
unusefuU to the enemie ; and this cellar is called yet the Douglas 
Lairdcr. Last of all, he set the house on fire, and burnt all ihs 
limber, and what else the fire could overcome, leaving nothing but ■ 
the scorched walls behind him. And this seemes to be the first ' 
taking of the Castle of Douglas, for it is supposed that he look it 
twice. For this service, and others done to Lord William his 
father. Sir James gave unto Thomas Dickson the lands of Hisle- 
side, which hath beene given him before the Castle was taken as 
an encouragement to whet him on, and not after, or he was slaia 
in the church : which was both iibeially and wis«L^ d<iu«. <A 'vlicra.^ 
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thus to hearten and draw men to his service by such a nobis I 
beginning. The Castle being burnt, Sir James retired, and parting 
his men iDlo divers companies, so as (hey might be mosl secret, he 
caused cure such as were woiinded in the fight, and he himselfe 
kept as close as he could, waiting ever for an occasion to enterprise 
something against the enemie. So soone as he was gone, the ■ 
Lord Clifford being advertised o( what had happened, came him- 
selfe in person to Douglas, and caused re-edifie and repair the 
Castle in a very short time, unto which he also added a Tower, 
which is yet called Harries Tower from him, and so returned into 
England, leaving one Thurswall to be Captain thereof. — Ppi I 
a6— 28. I 



He (Sir James Douglas) gelling him again into Douglasdale, did 
use this stratagem against Thurswall, Captain of the Castle, under 
the said Lord Clilford. He caused some of his folk drive away the 
cattle that fed near unto the Casile, and when the Captain of the 
garrison followed to rescue, gave orders to his men to leave them 
and to flee away. Thus he did often to make the Captain slight 
such frays, and to make him secure, that he might not suspect any 
further end to be on it ; which when he had wrought sufficiently 
(as he thought), he laid some men in ambuscado, and sent others 
away to drive such beasts as they should Rnd in the view of the 
Casile, as if they had been thieves and robbers, as they had done 
often before. The Captain hearing of it, and supposing there was 
no greater danger now than had been before, issued forth of the 
Castle, and followed after them with such haste that his men 
(running who should be first) were disordered and out of their 
ranks. The drivers also fled as fast as they could till they had 
drawn the Captain a little way beyond the place of ambuscado^ 
which when lliey perceived, rising quickly out of their covert, they 
set fiercely upon him and his company, and so stew himself and 
chased his men back lo the Castle, some of whom were overtaken 
and slain, others got into the Castle, and so were saved. Sir 
James, not being able to force the house, took what booty he could 
gel without in the fields, and so departed. By this means, and 
»uch oiher exploits, he so affrighted the enemy, that it was counted 
a matter of such great jeopardy to keep this Castle, that it begaa 
to be called the adventurous (or hazardous) Castle of Douglas { 
Whereupon Sir John Walton being in suit of an English lady, she 
vrote to him that when he had kept the adventurous Castle of 1 
Douglas seven years, then he might think himself worthy to be K 
tailor lo her. Upon this occasion, Walton took upon him th« 
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keeping of it, and succeeded to Thurswall ; but he ran the same 
fortune with the rest that were berore him, I 

For, Sir James having lirst dressed an ambuscado near unto the 
place, he made fourteen of his men take so many sacks, and fill 
tbem with grass, as though it had been com, which Ihey carried in 
the way toward Lanark, the chief market town in that county : so 
hoping to draw forth the Captain by that hait, and either to take 
him or the Castle, or both. 

Neither was this expectation frustrate, for the Captain did bite, 
and came forth to have taken this victual (as he supposed). But 
ere he could reach these carriers, Sir James, with his company, had 
gotten between the Castle and him ; and these disguised carriers, 
seeing the Captain following after them, did quickly cast off their 
upper garments, wherein they had masked themselves, and throw- 
ing off their sacks, mounted themselves on horseback, and met Iho 
Captain with a sharp encounter, he being so much the more 
amazed that it was unlooked for ; wherefore, when he saw these 
carriers metamorphosed into warriors, and ready to assault him, 
fearing (that which was) that there was some train laid for them, 
he turned about to have retired into the Castle ; but there also he 
met with his enemies ; betweei) which two companies he and his 
followers were slain, so that none escaped ; the Captain afterwards 
being searched, they found (as it is reported) his mistress's letters 
about him. Then he went and took in the Castle, but it is uncer- 
tain (say our writers) whether by force or composition ; but it 
seems that the Constable, and those that were within, have yielded 
it up without force ; in regard that he used them so gently, which 
he would not have done if he had taken it at utterance. For he 
sent them all safe home to the Lord Clifford, and gave them also 
provision and money for their entertainment by the way. The 
Castle, which he had burnt only before, now he razeth, and casta 
down the walls thereof to the ground. Dy these and the like pro- 
ceedings, within a short while he freed Douglasdale, Attrick Forest, 
and Jedivard Forest, of the English garrisons and subjeciioo.-' 
Ibid^ page 2^ 



u 



Na II. 

[Extracts from The Brucf,— " Liber compositus per Magistnini 
Johannem Barber, Archidiaconnum Abyrdonensem, dc gestis, 
bellis, et vfrtutibus, Domini Robert! Brwyss, Regis Scocie illus- 
trissimi, et de conquestu regni Scocie per eundem, et de Domino 
Jacobo de Douglas."— Edited by John Jamiesan, D.D., F.R.S.E, 
&C. &c Edinburgh, 1S20.] 

Now takis James his wiage 
To wart Dowglas, his he re I age, 
With twa yemen, for owtyn ma | 
That wes a sympie stulTlo ta, 
A land or a castell to win. 
The quhelhir he yamyt to begya 
Till bring purposs till ending ; 
For gud help is in gud begynnyng, 
For gud bcgynnyng^ and hardy, 
Cyffit be folowit wittily, 
May ger ofcsyss unlikly thing 
Cum to full conabill ending. 
Swa did it here : but he wes wyss 
And saw he mychc, on nakyn wyss, 
Werray his fa with cvyn mycht j 
Thar(or he ihocht to wyrk with slychb 
And in Doivglas daile, his countr^ 
Upon an evynnyng cntryt he. 
And than a man wonnyt tharby, 
That was off freyndis weill mychty. 
And ryche of mobic, and olT cateiU f 
And had bene till his fadyr leyll ; 
And till him selfT, in his yowthed. 
He haid done mony a thankruU deid. 
Thorn Uicson wes his name perfay. 
Till him he send ; and gan him ^aj* 
That he wald cum all ancrly 
For to spck with him pnucly. 
And he but daunger till him gai^ 
Bot fra he tauM him quhat he viaia. 
He gret Tor joy, and fur pittf ; 
And him rycht till his houss had he t 
Quhar in a chambre pnuely 
He held him, and his cumpany. 
That nane had off htm persavin^ 
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Off mete, and dryrk, and olhyr ihinp. 
Thai mycht thaim eys5, thai had plcntd 
Sa wrochi he thorow suteUd, 
Thai all the lele men off that land, 
That with his fadyt war duelland. 
This gud man gert cum, ane and an^ 
And mak him manrenl euir jlkane ; 
And he him selfffyrst homage maid, 
Dowglas in part gret gbidschip haid, 
That the gud men off his cuntrd 
Wald 5wagale till him buTidyn be. 
He speryt ihe eonwyne off [he lantl, 
And auha the castell had in hand. 
And thai him tauld all halily ; 
And 5yne amang them priiiely 
Thai ordanyt, that he still suld be 
In hiddillis, and in priwel^. 
Till Palme Sonday, that wes ner hand( 
The thrid day eftyr folowand. 
For than the folk off that country 
Assemblyt at Ihe kyrk wald be ; 
And thai, that in the castell wcr, 
Wald als be thar, thar palmys to LcT, 
As folk that had na dreid off ill ; 
Tot thai Ihoueht all wes at thair will. 
Than suld he cum with his twa men. 
Bat, for that men suld nocht him ken, 
He suld ane mantill haifTauld and bar, 
And a flaill, as he a thresscher wax. 
Undyr the mantill nocht foe thi 
He suld be armyt priuely. 
And quhen the men off his country 
That suld all boune befor him be. 
His cnsenye mycht her hym cry. 
Then suld thai, full enforccly, 
Rycht ymyddys the kyrk assafll 
The Ingliss men with hard bataill 
Swa that nane mycht eschap tham &a| 
For Ihar throwch trowyt thai to ta 
The castell, that besid wes ner. 
And quhen this, that 1 tell you her. 
Wes diuisyt, and undcrlanc, 
llkane till his howss hame is ganej 
And held this spck in priuelf. 
Till the day otftiiar assembly. 

The folk upon the Sonounday 
Held to Saynct Bridis kyrk thair ^Xff 
And tha that in the castcil war 
Ischyt owt, bath les and mar. 
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And went Ihair palmys for to berj 

Owtanc B cuk and a porter. 

James off Dowglas off ihair cummyn^ 

And quhat thai war, had witting ; 

And sped him till the k^rk in hy, 

Bot or he come, too hastily 

Ane off his criyt, "Dowglas! Uowglasl* 

Thomas D Iks on, that nerresl was 

Till ihaim that war off the castell, 

That war all ionouth the chancell, 

Quhen he " Dowglas !" swa hey herd Off 

Crew owt his swerd ; and fellely 

Ruschyt amang thaim to and fra, 

Bot ane or twa, for owtyn ma, 

Than in hy war left lyand, 

Quhill Dowglas cotne rycht at hand, 

And then enforcyt on thaim the cry. 

liot thai the chanscll sturdely 

Held, and ihaim defcndyt wele. 

Till off ihair men war slayne sumdcIL 

Bot the Dowglace sa wcil'l him bar, 

That all the men, that with him war, 

Had comfort od his wele doyng ; 

And he him spar)'t nakyn thing, 

Bot provyl swa his force in fycht, 

That throw his worschip, and his mych^ 

His men sa kcynly helpyt than, 

That thai the ch an sell on thaim wan. 

Than dang thai on swa hardyly. 

That in schorl tyme men mycht se ly 

The twa part dedc, or then dcand. 

The lave war scsyt sone in hand, 

Swa that off ihrctty levyt nane, 

That thai ne war slayne ilkan, or tane. 

James off Dowglas, quhen this wes don^ 
The presoneris has he tane alsone ; 
And, with thaim off his cumpany, 
Towart the castell went in hy. 
Or noyiss, or cry, suld ryss. 
And for he wald ihaim some suppriss. 
Thai Icvyt in the castell war. 
That war but twa for o»lyn mar, 
Fyvc men or sex befor send he, 
That fand all opyn the cnir^; 
And entryl, and the porter tuk 
Rycht at the gale, and syne the cut 
With thai Dowglas come to the gat, 
And cntryt in f ... 

Aod fand the n 
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With burdys sel, and claihis layiL 

The gaiiis then he gen sper. 

And sat, and eyt all at byser. 

Sync ail the gudis turssyt thai 

That thaim thocht thai mycht haifTawayi 

And namJy «(iipDys, and armyng, 

Siluer, and tresout, and cleihyng. 

Vyctallis, that mycht nocht tursyt be. 

On this maner destroyit he. 

All the victalis, owtanc salt, 

AlS quheyt, and flour, and mcill, and malt 

In the wyne sdlar gert he bring ; 

And <t=tnyn on the flur all ilyn;r. 

And the presoneris that he had tane 

Rychi thar in gert he heid ilkane ; 

Sync off the townnys he liedis ouiatralc ! 

A foule mell^ th:ir gane he mak. 

For mcile, and malt, and blud, and wyn^ 

Ran all lo giddcr in a mellyue, 

That was unsemly Tor to se. 

Tharfor ihe men ofTthat counlr^ 

For swa fele lhar nieliyt wcr, 

Callii it the " Uowglas Lardner." 

Sync luk he salt, as Ic hard tell, 

And dcd horas, and sordid the wcUj 

And brynt all, owtakj-n stane ; 

And 15 forth, with his menye, ga)"ne 

Till his resell ; for him ihoucht weill, 

G iff he had haldyn the castell, 

It had bene assegyl railh ; 

And thai him thoucht to mekill waillL 

For he ne had hop otT reskewyng. 

And it is to peraious thing 

In caalcU assegyt to be, 

Quhar want is offthir thingis thrcj 

Viciadl, or men with thair armyng. 

Or than gud hop ofTrescuyng. 

And for he dred thir Ihingis suld faile, 

He chcsyt furthwart lo trawadl, 

Quhar he mycht at his latges be ; 

And swa dryve furth his deslan^ 

On this wise wes the castell tan, 
And slayne that war Iharin ilkan. 
The Dowglas syne all his menye 
Gett in aer placis depertyt be ; 
For men suld wyt quhar thai v/ax. 
That ye id depertyt her and lhar. 
Thaim that war woundyt gert he If 
In till hiddillis, all priuely ; 



APPENDIX TO 

And gert gud leechis till thaim bring 
QuhiU that thai war in till hcling. 
And him seltf, with a few menye, 
Quhilc ane, qKhile twa, and qubile thr^ 
And umquhill all him allane, 
In hiddillis throw the land is gane. 
Sa dred he Inglis men his mycht. 
That he durst nocht wele cum in sychb 
For thai war that tyme all weldand 
As maist lordis, our all the land. 

Dot tythandis. that scatis sone. 
Off this deid that Dowglas has done, 
Come to the Cliffurd his ere, in hy, 
That for his tynsaill wes sary ; 
And menyt his men that thai had slayn^ 
And sync has to purpos tane, 
To big the castell up agayne. 
Thar for, as man of mckill maync, 
He assemblii gret cumpany, 
And till Dowglas he went in'hy. 
And big^t wp the castell swyth ; 
And maia it rycht stalwart and styth 
And put tharin viclallis and men. 
Ane off the Thyrwallys thea 
He left behind him Capiiane, 
And syne till Ingland went ngayne. 
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BOT yeit than James of Dowglas 
In Dowglas Daile travailland was; 
Or ellys wcill ner hand iharby, 
In hyddillys sumdeill priuely. 
For he wald sc his gouemyng. 
That had the castell in kcping : 
And gett mak mony juperty. 
To sc quhethyr he wald ische blytblji 
And quhen be persavyt that he 
Wald blythly ische with his menye, 
He maid a gadring priuely 
Olf thaim Ihac war on his party ; 
That war sa fele, that thai durst fycht 
With Thyrwall, and all the mycht 
Off Ihaini that in the castell war. 
He scbupe him in the nycht to far 
To Snndylandis : and thar ner bf 
He him enbuschyt priuely. 
And send a few a trane to ma ; 
Tliat sone in the mornyng gan ga. 
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And tuk catell, that via the castetl by. 
And syne withdrew thaira hastdy 
Towart ihalm that enbuschit war. 
Than Thynvall, for owlyn mar, 
Gert arme his men, forowtyn baid; 
And ischyt with all ihe men he haidi 
And folowyt fast efiir (he cry. 
He wes armyt at poynt clenly, 
Owlane [that] his hede wes bar. 
Than, with the men that with him war; 
The catell folowit he gud speid, 
Byeht as a man that had na drcid, 
Till that he gat otTthaim a sycht. 
Than prekyt thai with all thur mycnl, 
Folowand thaim owt off aray ; 
And thai sped thaim fleand, quhill thai 
Fer by thair busehement war past : 
And Thyrwall ay chassyt fast. 
And than thai that enbuschyt war 
Ischyt till him, bath les and mar, 
And rayssyt sudanly (lie cry. 
And thai that saw sa sudanly 
That folk come egyrly prikand 
Rycht betuix thaim and thair warani. 
Thai war in to full gret effray. 
And, for thai war owt off aray. 
Sum off thaim fled, and sum abad. 
And Dowglas, that thar with him had 
A gret mengye, full egrely 
Assaylyt. and scalyt thaim hastyly : 
And in schort tyme ourraid thaim swa. 
That weile nane eschapyt thaim fra. 
Thyrwall, that wes thair capitane, 
Wes thar in the bargane slane ; 
And off his men the mast party. 
Tlie Uvc fied full cffrayily. 

Book V. V. lo-« 
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CHAPTER I. 



Hosts have been known a 
And, Douglas dead, his n 



that dread sound to yield, 
me hath won the field. 

John Hom& 
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It was at the close of an early spring day, when nature, in a 
cold province of Scotland, was reviving from her winter's sleep, 
and the air at least, though not the vegetation, gave proniise of an 
abatement of the rigour of the season, thai two travellers, whose 
appearance at that early period sufficiently announced their wan- 
dering character, which, in general, secured a free passage even 
through 3. dangerous country, were seen coming from the soulh- 
wesiward, within a few miles of the Castle of Douglas, and seemed 
to be holding their course in the direction of (he river of that name, 
whose dale afforded a. species of approach to that memorable feudal 
fortress. The stream, small in comparison to the extent of its fame, 
served as a kind of drain to the country in its neighbourhood, and 
at the same time afforded the means of a rough road to the castle 
and village. The high lords to whom the castle had for ages be- 
longed, might, had they chosen, have made this access a great deal 
smoother and more convenient i but there had been as yet liitle or 
CO exercise for those geniuses, who have taught all the world that 
it is better to take the more circuitous road round the base of a hill, 
than the direct course of ascending it on the one side, and descend- 
ing it directly on the other, without yielding a single step to render 
the passage more easy to the traveller ; still less were those myste- 
ries dreamed of, which M'Adam has of late days expounded. Uut, 
indeed, to what purpose should the ancient Douglasses have 

iployed his principles, even if they had known them in ever so 
much perfection ? Wheel-carriages, except of the most clumsy 
description, and for the most simple operations of agriculture, were 
totally unknown. Even the most delicate female had no resource 
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bounds the valley to the si 
the aid of sudden storms, it r 
general aspect of Ihc country is 
south of Scotland, forming, : 



I 



horse, or, in case of sore infirmity, a litlcr. The men used 
their own Sttirdy limbs, or hardy horses, to transport themselves 
from place to place ; and travellers, females in particular, expe- 
rienced no small inconvenience fiom (he rugged nature of the 
country. A swollen torrent sometimes crossed their path, and 
compelled them to wait until the waters had abated their frenzy. 
The bank of a small river was occasionally torn away by the elifects 
of a thunder-storm, a recent inundation, or the hke convulsions of 
nature ; and the wayfarer relied upon his knowledge of the district, 
or obtained the best local information in his power, how to direct 
his path so as to surmount such untoward obstacles. 

The Douglas issues from an amphitheatre of mountains which 
St, from whose contributions, and 
ceives its scanty supplies. The 
that of the pastoral hills of the 
usual, bleak and wild farms, many 
of wliich had, at no great length of time from the date of the story, 
been coveted with trees ; as some of them still attest by bearing 
the name of t/iitw, that is, wild natural wood The neighbourhood 
of the Douglas water itself was flat land, capabW of bearing strong 
crops of oals and rye, supplying the inhabitants with what they 
required of these productions. At no great distance from the edge 
of the river, a few special spots excepted, the soil capable of agri- 
culture was more and more mixed with the pastoral and woodland 
country, till both terminated in desolate and partly inaccessible 
tnoorhnds. 

Above all, it was war-time, and of necessity all circumstances of 
mere convenience were obliged to give way to a paramount sense 
of danger ; the inhabitants, therefore, instead of trying to amend 
the paths which connected them with other districts, were thankful 
that the natural diHiculties which surrounded them rendered it un< 
necessaiyio break up or to fortify the access from more open coun- 
tries. Their wants, with a ver>- few exceptions, were completely 
supplied, as we h&ve already said, by ihe rude and scanty produce 
of their own mountains and Jio/mi,* the last of which served for 
tlie exercise of their limited agriculture, while the better part of the 
mountains and forest glens, produced pasture for their herds and 
flocks. The recesses of the unexplored depths of these sylvan re- 
treats being seldom disturbed, especially since the lords of the 
district had laid aside, during this time of strife, their constant 
occupation of hunting, the various kinds of game had increased of 
late very considerably ; so that not only in crossing the rougher 
parts of the hilly and desolate country we arc describing, dif< 
varieties of deer were occasionally seen, but even the wild 




cattle peculiar to ScotUnd sometimes showed lliemselves, and 
other animals, which indicated the irresu'ar and disordered state of 
the period. The wild cat was frequently surprised in the dark 
ravines or the swampy thickets ; and the wolf, already a stranger 
to the more populous districts of the Lothians, here maintained his 
ground af^ainst the encroachments of man, and was still himself a 
terror to those by whom he was finally lo be extirpated. In winter 
especially, and winter was hardly yet p.-tst, these snvage animals 
were wont to be driven to extremity for lack of food, and used to 
frequent, in dangerous numbers, the battle-field, the deserted 
churchyard — nay, sometimes the abodes of living men, there to 
watch for children, their defenceless prey, with as much familiarity 
as the fox now-a-days will venture lo prowl near the mistress's* 
poultry- yard. 

From what we have said, our readers, if ihcj- have made — as who 
in these days has not— the Scottish tour, will be able to form a 
tolerably just idea of the wilder and upper part of Douglas Dale, 
during the earlier period of the fourteenth century. The selling 
sua cast his gleams along a moorland country, which to the west- 
^\■Atd broke into larger swells, terminating in the mountains called 
the Larger and Lesser Cairntable. The tirst of these is, as It were, 
the father of the hills in the neighbourhood, the source of an hun- 
dred streams, and by far the largest of the ridge, still holding in his 
dark bosom, and in the ravines with which bis sides are ploughed, 
considerable remnants of those ancient forests with which all the 
high grounds of that quarter were once covered, and particularly 
the hills, in which the rivers— both those which run to the east, 
and those which seek the west to discharge ihcinsclves in^o the 
Solway— hide, like so many hermits, their original and scanty 

The landscape was still illuminated by the reflection of the even- 
ing sun, sometimes thrown back from pool or stream : sometimes 
resting on grey rocks, huge cumbercrs of the soil, which labour 
and agriculture have since removed, and sometimes contenting 
itself with gilding the banks of the stream, tinged alternately grey, 
green, or ruddy, as the ground itself consisted of rock, or grassy 
tuif, or bare earthen mound, or looked at a distance like a rampart 
of dark red porphyry. Occasionally, loo, the eye rested on the 
steep brown extent of moorland, as the sunbeam glanced back 
from the little tarn or mountain pool, whose lustre, like that of the 
eye in the human countenance, gives a life and vivacity to every 
fe.ilurc around. 

The elder and stouter of the two travellers whom we have 
tioncdf wa^ a person well, and even showily dressed, according ta 
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the finery or the limc4, and bore at his bsck, as wnnderins mia- 
sircU were wont, a case, containing a small harp, roie, or viol, or 
■orae such species of musical instrument for accompanying ihe- 
voice. The lealhern case announced so much, allhouah it pro. 
claimed not the exact nature of the instrument The colour of (he 
traveller's doublet nas blue, and that of his hose violet, with 
slashes which showed a lining of the same colour with the jerkin. 
A mantle ought, according to ordinary custom, to have covered 
this dress ; but the heat of ihc sun, though the season was so early, 
had induced ihe wearer to fold up his cloak in small compass, and 
form il into a bundle, attached to the shoulders like the military 
great-coat of ihc infantry soldier of the present day. The neatness 
with which it was made up, argued the precision of a practised 
traveller, who had been long accustomed to every resource which 
change a( weather icquircd. A great profusion of narrow ribands 
or points, constiluting the loops with which our ancestors connected 
their doublet and hose, formed a kind of cordon, composed of knots 
of blue or violet, which surrounded the traveller's person, and thus 
mssimllated in colour with the two garments which it was the office 
of these strings to combine. The bonnet usually worn with this 
showy dress, was of that kind with uhich Henry the Eighth and 
his son, Edward the Sixth, are tjsually represented. It was more 
fitted, from the gay stuff of which it was composed, to appear in a 
public place, than to encounter a storm of rain. It was party- 
colourcd, being made of different stripes of blue and violet ; and 
the wearer arrogated a certain degree of genliliiy to himself, by 
wearing a plume of considerable dimensions of the same favourite 
colours. The features over which this feather drooped were in no 
degree remarkable for peculiarity of expression, ^'ct in so desolate 
a country as tlic west of Scotland, it would not have been easy to 
pass the man without more minute allention than he would have 
met with where there was more in the character of the scenery to 
airest th* gate of the passengers. 

A quick eye, a sociable look, seeming to say, " Aye, look at 
I am a man worth noticing, and not unworthy your 
ned with it, nevertheless, an intcrprelalion which might be thoi 
favourable or otherwise, according to the character of the person 
whom the traveller met. A knight or soldier would merely have 
thought that he had met a merry fellow, who could sing a wild song, 
or tell a wild tale, and help to empty a flagon, witli all the accom- 
plislimcnis necessary for a boon companion at an hostelry, qk(. 
perhaps an alacrity at defraying his share of the reckoning. 
churchman, on the other hand, mi^jlii have iliought he of the t 
And violet was of too loose habits, and accustomed loo little 
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limit himself within the boundaries of beseeming mirlh, to he fit 
society for one of iiis sacred calling. Yet the Man of'Song had a 
certain steadiness of counlenance, which seemed filled to hold place 
in scenes of serious business as well as of gaycly. A «-3yfjriiig 
passenger of wcahh (not at that time a numerous class} might have 
feared in him a professional rob1>er, or one whom opportunity was 
very likely to convert into such ; a female might have been appre< 
hcnsive of uncivil treatment ; and a youth, or timid person, might 
have thought of murder, or such direful doings. Unless privately 
armed, however, the minstrel was ill accoutred for any dangerous 
occupation. His only visible weapon was a small crooked sivord, 
like what we now call a hanger ; and the slate of the times would 
have justiiied any man, however peaceful his intentions, in being so 
far armed against the perils of the road. 

If a glance at this man had in any respect prejudiced him in Iha 
opinion of those whom he met on his journey, a look at his com- 
panion would, so far as his character could be guessed at — for ho 
was closely muffled up — have passed for an apology and warrant 
for his associate. The younger traveller was apparently in early 
youth, a soft and gentle boy, whose Sclavonic gown, the appropriate 
dress of the pilgrim, he wore more closely drawn about him than 
the coldness of the weather seemed 10 authorize or recommend. 
His features, imperfectly seen under the hood of his pilgrim's dress, 
were prepossessing in a high degree j and though he wore a walk- 
ing sword, it seemed rather to be in compliance with general fashion 
than from any violent purpose he did so. There were traces of 
sadness upon his brow, and of tears upon his cheeks; and his 
weariness was such, as even his rougher companion seemed I 
sympathise with, while he privately participated also in the sorro' 
-which left its marks upon a counlenance so lovely. They spoke 
together, and the elder of the two, while he assumed the deferen- 
tial air proper to a man of inferior rank addressing a superior, 
showed, in tone and gesture, something thai amounted to interest 
and affection. 

'■ Hertram, my friend," said the younger of the two, " how far ar« 
we still from Dougl.is Casile f We have already come fariher than 
the twenty miles, which thou didst say was the distance from Cam- 
mock— or how didst thou call the lost hostelry which we left by 
daybreak ? ' 

" Cumnock, my dearest lady— I beg ten thousand excuses— my 
gmcious young lord." 

" Call me Augustine." replied his comrade, " if you mean to spealc 
as is fittest for the time." 

" Nay, as for that," said Dcrtrara, " if your ladyship caa c 
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ling is not |^H 
it :^gain witlfi^^ 



^H descend to lay aside your qualiiy, my own good-breeding is 
^H fimily sewed [o me but that I can doff it ~ 

^H out its losing a stitch ; and since your ladyship, to whom I ain~ 

^1 sworn in obedience, is pleased to command that 1 should Cieat you 

^1 as my own son, shame it were Co me if I were not to show you the 

^§ alTection of a father, more especially as I may well swear my great 

oath, that I owe you the duty of such, though well I wot it ha;, in 

our case, been the lot of the parent to be maintained by the kind. 

ness and liberality of the child : for when was it that I hungered 

or thirsted, and the H.tck slock* of Berkley did not relieve my 

" 1 would have it so." answered the young pilgrim ; " I wotd^^ 
have it so. What use of the mountains of beef, and the oceans ^M 
beer, which they say our domains produce, if there Is a hungry* 
heart among our vassalage, or especially if ihou, Bertram, who hast 
Berved as the minstrel of our house for more than twenty years, 
shouldst experience such a feeling?" 

" Certes, lady," answered Bertram, " it would be like the catas- 
trophe which is told of the Baron of Fasienough, when his last 
mouse was starved to death in the very pantry ; and if I escape 
this journey without such a calamity, I shall think myself out of 
reach of thirst or famine for the whole of my life." ■ 

" Thou hast suffered already once or twice by these attacks, mjfl 
poor friend," .-iaid the lady. fl 

" It is little," answered Bertram, " any thing that I have suffered p 1 
and I were ungrateful to give the inconvenience of missing a 
breakfast, or making an untimely dinner, so serious a name. Btit 
then I hardly see how your ladyship can endure this gear much 
longer. You must yourself feel, that the plodding along these high 
lands, of which the Scots give us such good measure in their miles, 
is no jesting matter ; and as for Douglas Castle, why it is still three 
good miles off." 

"The question then is," quoth the lady, heaving a sigh, "what* 
we are to do when we have so far to travel, and when the c 
gates must be locked long before we arrive there ? " 

'"For that 1 will pledge my word," answered Bertram. "Th« j 
gates of Douglas, under the keeping of Sir John de Walton, i 
open so easily as those of the buttery hatch at our own castle, when 
it is well oiL'd ; and if your ladyship take my advice, you will turn 
southward oh I and in two days at farthest, we shall be in a land 
where men's wants are provided for, as the inns proclaim it, with tl 
least possible delay, and the secret of this little journey shall n 
be known to living mortal but ourselve 
^—^ minstrel and man of faith." 
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" I thank thee for thy advice, mine honest Bertram," said ths J 
lady, " but I cannot profit by il. Should Ihy knowledge of these 
parts possess thee with an acquaintance with any decent house, 
wliether il belong to rich or poor, I would willingly take quarters 
there, if I could obtain them from this lime until to-morrow morn- 
ing. The gates of Douglas Castle will then be open to guests of so 
peaceful an appearance as we carry with us, and— and — it will out— 
we might have time to make such applications to our toilet aj 
might cjisure us a good reception, by drawing a comb through our 
locks, or such like foppery." 

" Ah, madam ! " said Bertram, " were not Sir John de Wahon In 
queslron, mcthinks I should venture to reply, that an unwashed 
brow, an unKempt head of hair, and a look far more saucy than 
your ladyship ever wears, or can wear, were the proper disguise to 
trick out that minstrel's boy, whom you wish to represent in the 
present pageant." 

" L>o you suffer your youthful pupils to be indeed so slovenly and 
so saucy, Bcrtran> ? " ansneicd the lady. " I for one will not imi- 
tate them in that particular ; and whether Sir John be now in the 
Castle of Douglas or not, I will treat the soldiers who hold so 
honourable a charge with a washed brow, and a head of hair 
somewhat ordered. As for going back without seeing a castle 
which has mingled even with my vcrj- dreams — at a word, Bertram, 
thou mayst go that way, but I will not." 

" And if 1 part with your ladyship on such terms," responded 
the minstrel, " now your frolic is so nearly accomplished, it shall be 
Ihii foul fiend himself, and nothing more comely or less dangeroui, 
that shall tear me from your side ; and for lodging, there is not far 
from hence the house of one Tom Dickson of Haielside, one of the 
most honest fellows of the dale, and who, although a labouring 
man, ranked ns high as a warrior, when 1 was in this country, 
as any noble gentleman that rode in the band of the Dougk 

" He is, then, a soldier ? ' said the lady. 

" When his country or his lord need his sword," replied Bertram 
— " and, to say the truth, they are seldom at peace ; but oiherwi 
he is no enemy, save to the wolf which plunders his herds." 

" But forget not, my trusty guide," rephed the lady, " that the 
blood in our veins is English, and consequently, that we a 
danger from all who call themselves foes to the ruddy Cross." 

" Do not fear this man's faith," answered Bertram. " You may 
trust to him as to the best knight or gentleman of the land. 
may make good our lodging by a tune or a song ; and it m 
member you that I undertook (provided it pleased your ladyship) 
to temporize a little with the Scots, who, poor souls, love minstretsf 
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and when they have but a silver penny, ■will willingly bestow it fo 
encourage the guy scUace — I promised you, I say, that we should 
be as welcome to them as if we had been born amidst their own 
wild hills ; and for the best that such a house as Dickson's afTbrds, 
the gleeman's son, fair lady, shall not breathe a wish in vain. And 
', will you speak your mind to your devoted friend and adopted 
father, or rather your sworn servant and guide, Itcrtram the Mim | 
Strel, what it is your pleasure to do in this matter ' ~ 

" O, we will certainly accept of the Scot's hospitality," said tU 
lady, "your minstrel word being plighted that he i; 
Tom Dickson, call you him ? " 

" replied Bertram, " such is his name ; and by looking a 




)w upon his land." 

irprise; "andhowiayour i 

marked upon thii flock," 
hat carries a man through 
IS by virtue of which old 



these sheep, 1 am assured that we an 

" Indeed ! " said ihe lady, with som 
wisdom aware of that f * 

" I sec the first letter of his nat 
answered the guide. "Ah, learning \ 
the world, as well as if he had the 

minstrels tell that Adam understood the language of the beasts 
Paradise. Ah, madam 1 (here is more wit taught in (he shephi 
shieling than the lady thinks of, who sews her painted seam 

" Be it so, good Bertram. And although not so oeeply skilled in 
the knowledge of written language as you are, it is impossible for 
me to esteem its value more than I actually do ; so hold we on the 
nearest road to this Tom Dickson's, whose very sheep (ell of his 
whereabout I trust we have not very far (o go, although the 
knowledge that our journey is shortened by a few miles has so 
much recovered my fatigue, that methinks I could dance all the 
rest of the way," '^ 
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RosaUnd. Well, this is Ihe Forest of Ardcn. 
Touchstone. Aye, now am I in Ardcn ; the more fool I. 



content. 

Koi. Aye, he s 
here ; a young mai 




I better place ; but travellers must & 

>, good Touchstone. — Look you, who C5n 
and an old, in solemn talk. 

Ai You Lit/ lt.Sune IV. Ael If. \ 



As the travellers spoke together, they reached a turn of the pad 
which presented a more ^tensive prospect than the broken face tf 




tTie country had yet shown them. A valley, through which flowed 

lall tributary stream, exhibited the wild, but not unpleasant, 
features of "a lone vale of green braken ;" here and there be- 
sprinkled with groups of alder-trees, of haicls, and of copse oak- 
wood, which had maintained their stations in the recesses of the 
valley, although they had vanished from the loftier and more 
exposed sides of the hills. The farm-house, or mansion-house, 
(for, from its tizc and appearance, it might have been the one or 
the other,) was a large but low building, and the walls of the out- 
houses were sufficiently strong to resist any band of casual depre- 
dators. There was nothing, however, which eoulil withstand a 
more powerful force ; for, in a country laid waste by war, the 
farmer was then, as now, obliged to take his chance of the great 
evils attendant upon that state of things ; and his condition, 
never a very eligible one, was rendered considerably worse by the 
insecurity atter.ding it. About half a mile farther was seen a. 
Gothic building of very small extent, having a half-dismantled 
chapel, which the minstrel pronounced to be the Abbey of Saint 
Bride. "The place," he said, " I understand, is allowed to sub- 
sist, as two or three old monks and as many nuns, whom it con- 
tains, are permitted by the English to serve God there, and some- 
times to give relief to Scottish travellers ; and who have accord- 
ingly taken assurance with Sir John dc Walton, and accepted as 
their superior a churchman on whom he thinks he can depend. 
Bui if tiiese guests happen to reveal any secrets, they are, by some 
means or other, believed to fiy towards the English governor ; and 
thei cfore, unless 70ur ladyship's commands be positive, 1 think 
■ we liad best not trust ourselves to their hospitality." 

"Of a surety, no," said the lady, "if thou canst provide me 
with lodgings where we shall have more prudent hosts." 
, Al this moment, two human forms were seen lo approach the 
farm-house in a. diiTcrcnt direction from the travellers, and speak- 
ing so high, in a tone apparently of dispute, that the minstrel and 
bis companion could distinguish their voices though the distance 
was considerable. Having screened his eyes with his hand for 
some minutes, Bertram at length exclaimed, " By our Lady, it is 
my old friend, Tom Dickson, sure enough !— What can make 
him in such bad humour with the lad, who, I think, may be the 
litOc wild boy, his son Charles, who used to run about and plait 
rushes some twenty years ago ? It is lucky, however, we have 
found our friends astir ; for, 1 warrant, Tom hath a hearty piece 
of beef in the pot ere he goes to bed, and he must have changed 
his wont if an old friend hath not his share ; and who koows, had 
wc come latcrj at nhat hour they may now lind it convenient to 
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^^M drop latch and dnw bolt so near a hostSe gamson ; for if we call 
^H ihingj by their right names, such Is the pioper term for an English 

^H garrison in the castle of a Scottish nobleman." 

^H '^ Foolish man,* ansncrcd the lady, " ihou judgest of Sir John de 

^H Walton ai thou wouldst of some rude boor, to whom the oppnr- 

^P tuniiy of doing what he wills is 3. tennpiation and license to exercise 

^M cniehy and oppression. Now, I could plight you my word, that, 

setting apart the quarrel of the kingdoms, which, of course, will be 

fouglit out in fair battle on both sides, you will find that English 

and Scottish, within this domain, and within the reach of Sir 

»John de Walton's influence, live together as that same fiodc of 
sheep and goats do with the shepherd's dog ; a foe from whom 
they fly upon certain occasions, but around whom they nevcnhe- 
. less eagerly gather (or protection should a wolf happen to sbotr 
himself." 

" It is not to your ladyship," answered Bertram, " that I should 
venture to stale my opinion of such matters : but the young 
knight, when he ii sheathed in armour, is a dilTcrcnl beinr; from 
him who feasts in halls among press of ladies ; and he that feeds 
by another man's fire5ide, and when his landlord, of all men in 
the world, chances lo be the Black Douglas, has reason to keep 
his eyes about him as he makes his meal ;— but it were belter I 
looked after our own evening refreshment, than that I stood here 
gaping and talking about other folk's matters." So saying, he 
called out in a thundering tone of voice, " Dickson !— what ho, 
Thomas Dickson I — will you not acknowledge an old friend, who 
is much disposed to trust bis supper and night's lodging to your 
hospitality ? " 

The Scotchman, attracted by the call, looked first along the^ 
banks of the river, then upwardi to the bare side of the hill, and 
at length cast bis eyes upon the two figures who were de$ccndin£ 

As if he felt the night colder while he advanced from the more 
sheltered part of the valley to meet them, the Douglas Dale 
farmer wrapped closer around him the grey plaid, which, from an 
early period, has been used by the shepherds of the south of 
Scotland, and the appearance of which gives a romantic ait to the 
peasantry and middle classes ; and which, although less brilliant 
and gaudy in its colours, is as picturesque in its arrangement Ai 
the more military tartan manilc of the Highlands. When thejT 
approached near to each other, the lady might observe that thtl 
friend other guide was a stout aililclic man, somewhat past tha 
middle of life, and already showing marks of the approach, bat 
sone of the intinnillcs, of age, upon a countenance which had ' 
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exposed to manjr a storm. Sharp eyes, too. and a quick observa* 
tion, exhibited signs of vigilance, acquired by one who had lived 
1on;> in a country where he had constant occasion for looking 
around him with caution. His features were still swollen with dis- 
pleasure ; and the handsome young man who attended him seemed 
to be discontented, like one who had uiider};onc no gentle markl 
of his father's indignation, and who, from the sullen expression 
which mingled with an appearance of shame on his countenance, 
seemed at once affected by anger nnd remorse. 

" Do you not remember me, old friend ? " said Bertram, as they 
approached within a distance for communing ; " or have the 
twenty years which have marched over us since we met, carried along 
with them all remembrance of Bertram, the English minstrel? " 

" In troth," answered the Scot, "it is not for want of plenty of 
your countrymen to keep you in my remembrance, and I havs 
hardly heard one of thcni so much as whistle 

' Hey, now the day dawns,' 
but it has recalled same note of your blylhe rebeck j and yet such 
animals are we, that I had forgot the mien of my old friend, and 
scarcely knew him at a distance. But wc have had trouble lately ; 
there are a thousand of your countrymen that keep garrison in the 
Perilous Castle of Douglas yonder, as well as in other places 
tlirough the vale, and that is but a woful sight for a true Scolch- 
nan — even my own poor house has not escaped the dignity of a 
garrison of a man-at-arms, besides two or three archer knaves, and 
one or two slips of mischievous boys called pa^es, and so forth, 
who will not let a man say, ' this is my own," by his own fireside. 
Do not, therefore, think hardly of me, old comrade, if I show you a 
w-lcorae something colder than you might expect from a friend of 
other days ; for, by Saint Bride of Douglas, 1 have scarcely any 
thing left to which 1 can say welcome." 
"Small welcome will serve," said Bertram. "My son, make thy 
thy father's old friend. Augustine is learning mjr 
i trade, but he will need some practice ere he can endure its 
es. If you could give him some hiile matter of food, and a 
bed for the night, there's no fear but that we shall both do 
rnough ; for I dare say when you travel with my friend 
Charles there,— if that tall youth chance to be my old acquaintance 
Charles,— you will find yourself accommodated when his wants ara 
e well provided for." 

Nay, the foul fiend take me if I do," answered the Scottish 
husbandman. " I know not what the lads of this day are made of 
-not of the same clay as their fathers to be sure— not sprung front 
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the heather, which (ears Dcitber wind nor rain, tot from soieq 
delicate plant of a foreign country, which will not thrire unleu it 
be noarisbed Doder gUss, with a murrain to iL The good Lord ot 
Donjjlas — 1 have been his henchman, and can vouch for it — did 
not in his pagehood desire such food and lodging as, in the present 
day, will hardly satisff sudi a lad as your &icnd Charles.' 

" Nay,' said Bertram, ** it is not that my Augustine is over nice ; 
bat, for other reasons. I must request of you a bed to himself ; he 
hath of late been unweii." 

"Ay, 1 understand," said Dicltson, your son hath had a touch 
of ttiat illness which terminales so frcquenily in the black death 
you English folk die of? ^Ve hc3T much of the havoc it has made 
to the joathward. Comes it hitiicrward ? " 

Bertram nodded. 

"Well, my father's house," continued the larnier, "bath more 
looms than one, and your son shall have one well-aired and com- 
fortable ; and for supper, ye sh^ll have a pan of what is prepared 
for your countrymen, though I would rather have their room than 
their company. Since I am bound to feed a score of them, they 
will not dispute the claim of such a skilful minstrel as thou art to a 
night's hospitalit)'. I am ashamed to say that 1 must do their bid- 
ding even in ray own house. Well-a-day, if my good lord were in 
possession of his own, I have heart and hand enough to turn the 
whole of [hem out of my house, like — like" 

" To speak plainly," said Deriram, " like a southron strolling gang 
from Rcdcsdale, whom 1 have seen you tling out of your house like 
a litter of blind puppies, when not one of ihem looked bchmd to 
lee who had done him the courtesy until he was half-way to 
Caimlalile.'' 

"Ay,'' answered the Scotchman, drawing himself up at least six 
Inches taller than before ; " then 1 bad a house of my own, and a. 
cauie and an arm to keep it. Now I am — whai signifies it what I 
am 7— (he noblest lord in Scotland is little beiicr." 

"Truly, friend," said Bertram, " now you view this matter in a. 
rational light 1 do not say that the wisest, the richest, or the 
•trongcst man in this world has any ri^jht to tyranniie over his 
neighbour, because he is the more weak, ignorant, and the poorer i 
but yet if he docs enter into such a controversy, he must submit to 
the coiiDC of nature, and that will always give the advantage in the 
tide of battle to wealth, strength, and health." 

" With permission, however, " answered Dickson, " the weaker 
party, if he use his faculties to the utmost, may, in ihe long run, 
obtain revenge upon ihc author of his sufTerin^s, which would be at 
''ut compensation for b'u temporary submission ; and he act* 
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•imply as a man, and most foolishly as a Scotchman, whether he 
sustain these wrongs with the insensibility of an idiot, or whether 
he endeavour to revenge them before Heaven's appointed lime has 
arrived. — But if I talk thus, I shall scare you, as I have scared some 
of your countrymen, from accepting a meal of meat, and a night's 
lodging, in a house where you might be called with the morning to 
a bloody settlement of a national quarrel." 

"Never mind," said Bertram, "we have been known to each 
other of old ; and I am no more afraid of meeting unkindness in 
your house, than you expect me to come here for the purpose of 
adding lo the injuries of which you complain." 

" So be it," said Dickson ; " and you, my old friend, are as wel< 
come to my abode as when it never held any guest save of my own 
inviting.— And you, my young friend, Master Augustine, shall be 
looked after as well as If you came with a gay brow and a light cheek, 
si;ch as best becomes the^riy tcienu." 

" But wherefore, may I ask," said Bertram, " so much displeased 
but now at my young friend Charles.' " 

The youth answered before his father had lime to speak. " My 
father, good sir, may put what show upon it he will, but shrewd and 
wise men wax weak in the brain in these troublous times. He 
saw two or three wolves seize upon three of our choicest wethers ; 
and because I shouted to give the alarm lo the Enghsh garrison, 
he was angry as if he could have murdered me — just for saving the 
sliccp from the jaws that would have devoured them." 

■'This is a strange account of tlice, old friend," said Bertram. 
''Doit thou connive with the wolves in robbing thine own fold?" 

" Why, let it pass if thou lovcst me," answered the countryman ; 
"Charles could tell thee something nearer the truth if he had a 
mind ; but for the present let it pass." 

The minstrel, perceiving that the Scotchman was fretted and 
embarrassed with the subject, pressed it no farther. 

At this moment, in crossing the threshold of Thomas Dickson's 
house, they were greeted with sounds from two English soldiers 
within, " Quiet, Anthony," said one voice, — ''quiet, man !— for the 
sake of common sense, if not common manners ;— Robin Hood 
himself never sat down to his board ere the roast was ready," 

" Keady ! " quoih another rough voice ; " it is roasting to rag^ 
and small had been the knave Dickson's share, even of these rags, 
had it not been the express orders of the worshipful Sir John de 
Walton, that the soldiers who lie at outposts should atfnrd lo the 
inmates such provisions as are not necessary for their own 
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" if ever I heard our host's step, I heard it this instant ; so give ovef 
Iliy grumbling, since our captain, as we all know, hath prohibilcd 
under strict penalties, all quarrels belweea his follDwers and the 
people of the couniry." 

" I am sure," replied Anthony, " that I have niinistcred occasion 
to none ; but [ would I were equally certain of the good meaning 
of this sullen-browed Thomas Dickson tan-ards the English soldiers, 
for 1 seldom go to bed in this dungeon of a house, but 1 expect my 
throat will gape as wide as a thirsty oyster before 1 awaken. Here 
he comes, however," added Anthony, sinking his sharp tones as he 
spoke ; " and 1 hope to be excommunicated if he has not brought 
with him that mad animal, his son Charles, and two other sirangers, 
hungry enough, I'll be sworn, to eat up the whol= supper, if they do 
us no other injury." 

" Shame of thyself, Anthony," repeated his comrade ; " a good 
archer ihou as ever wore Kendal green, and yet affect to be 
frightened for two tired travellers, and al.irmed for the inroad ihcir 
hunger may make on the night's meal. There are four or five of us 
here— we have our bows and our bills within reach, and scorn to be 
chased from our supper, or chealed out of our share of it by a 
doicn Scotchmen, whether stationary or sltollen. How say'st 
ihou?" he added, turning to Dickson — "How say ye, quaner- 
m.ister? it is no secret, that by the directions given to our post, we 
must enquire into the occupations of such guests as you may receive 
besides ourselves, your unwiUing inmates ; you are as ready for 
supper, I warrant, as supper is for you, and I will only delay you 
and my friend Anthony, who becomes dreadfully impatient, until 
you answer two or three questions which you wot of." 

" IS end- 1 lie- Bow." answered Dickson, "thou art a civil fellow; 
and although it is something hard lo be constrained to give on 
account of one's friends, because Ihey chance to quarter in one's 
own house for a night or two, yet I must submit lo the times, and 
make no vain opposition. You may mark down in your breviary 
there, that upon (he fourteenth day before Palm Sunday, Thomas 
Dickson brought lo his house of Haielside, in which you hold 
garrison, by orders fiom the English governor. Sir John de Walton, 
two strangers, to whom the said Thomas Dickson had promised re- 
freshment, and a bed for the evening, if it be lawful ^t this time 
and place." 

■' But what are they these strangers?" said Anthony, somewhat 

" A fine world the while," murmured Thomas Dickson, " that aa 
honest man should be forced lo answer the questions of every 
paltry companion I" — But he mitigated his voice and proceedetU 
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"The eldest of my guests is Beitram, an ancient English minstrel, 
who is bound on his own errand to the Castle of Douglas, and will 
communicate what he has to say of news to Sir John de Walton 
himself. I have known him for twcnly years, and nevor heard 
anything of him save that he was good man and true. The younger 
stranger is his son, a lad recovering from Ihe F.rglish disoidcr, 
which has been raging far and wide in Wesimoreland and Cumber- 
land." 

" Tell rae," said Bend-thc-Bow, " this s 
about a year since in the service of son 
country?' 

" I have heard so," answered Dickson. 

" We shall, in that case, I think, inci 
Bend-the-Bow, "by allowing this old ma 
on their journey to the castle." 

" You are my elder and my belter," answered Anthony ; " but I 
may remind you tliat it is not so clearly our duty to give free 
passage, into a garrison of a thousand men of all ranks, to a youth 
who has been so laiely attacked by a contagious disorder ; and I 
question if our commander would not raiher hear that the Black 
Douglas, with a hundred devils as black as himself, since sucb is 
his colour, had taken possession of the outpost of Hazelside with 
■word and battle-axe, than that one person suffering under this fell 
sickness had entered peaceably, and by the opened wicket of the 

"There is something in what thou sayest, Anthony," replied his 
comrade ; " and considering that our governor, since he has undiT- 
laken the troublesome job of keeping a castle which is eMcenied so 
much more dangerous than any other within Scotland, has become 
one of the most cautious and jealous men in the world, we bad 
belter, 1 think, inform him of the circumstance, and take his com- 
mands how the stripling is to be dealt with." 

"Content am I," said the archer; "and first, melhinks, I would 
just, in order to show that we know what belongs to such a case, 
ask the stripling a few questions, as how long he has been ill, by 
«hat physicians be has been attended, when he was cured, and how 
his cure is certified. &c.' 

"True, brother," said Bcnd-lhe-Bow. "Thou hearest, minstrel, 
we would ask thy son some questions — What has become of him? 
—he was in this apartment but now." 

" So please you," answered Bertram, " he did but pass through 
the apartment Mr. Thomas Dickson, at my entreaty, as well as 
in respectful reverence to your honour's health, carried him through 
the room without tarriance, judging his own bed-chamber the fittest 
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place for a. young man recovering from a severe illness, and ?..';« »< 
day of no small fatigue." 

" Well," answered the elder archer, " though it is ■ 
men who, like us, live by bowstring and quiver, to meddle with 
interrogations and examinations ; yet, as the case stands, we must 
make some enquiries of your son, ere we permit him to set forth 
the Castle of Douglas, where you say his errand leads him." 

"Rather my errand, noble sir," said the minstrel, " than that 
the young man himself." 

"If such be the case," answered Bend-ihe-Bow, "we may 
sufficiently do our duty by sending yourself, with the first grey 
Ij^'ht of dawn, to the castle, and letting your son remain in bed, 
which I warrant is the Ultest place for him, until we shall receive 
Sir John dc Walton's commands whether he is to be brought on- 
ward or not." 

" And we may as well," said Anthony, " since we are to have this 
man's compiany at supper, make him acquainted with ihe rules of 
the out garrison stationed here for the time." So saying, he pulle4 
a scroll from his leathern pouch, and said, "minstrel, canst thosi^ 
read I " 

" It becomes my calling," said the minstrel. 

" It has nothing to do with mine, though," answered the archer, 
"and therefore do thou read these regulations aloud ; for since I 
do not comprehend these characters by sight, I lose no chance o( 
having them read over to me as of.en as I can, that I may fix their 
sense in my memory. So beware that thou readest the words 
letter for letter as they are set down ; for thou dost so at thy peri^ 
Sir Minstrel, if thou readest not like a true man." 

" On my minstrel word," said Bertram, and began to read ex- 
cessively slow ; for he wished to gain a little time for consideration, 
which he foresaw would be necessary to prevent his being separated 
from his mistress, which was likely to occasion her much anxiety 
and distress. He therefore began thus : — " ' Outpost at Hazelside, 
the steading of Goodman Thomas Dickson' — Ay, Thomas, and is 
thy house so called?" 

" It is the ancient name of the steading," said the Scot, "being 
surrounded by a haiel-shaw, or thicket." 

"Hold your chattering tongue, minstrel," said Anthony, "and 
proceed, as you value that or your ears, which you seem disposed 
to make less use of." 

"'His garrison,'" proceeded the minstrel, reading, "'consists oC 
s lance with its furniture.' What, then, a lance, in other words, % 
belted knight, commands this pan)' ? " 

s no concern of thine," said the archen 
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"Bui It is," answered ihe minstrel; "we have a right to be 
examined by ihe highest person in presence." 

"I wilt show thee, tliou rascal," said the archer, starting; u[>i 
" that I am lance enough for ilice to reply to, and I will break thy 
head if thou say'st a word mote" 

" Take care, brother Anthony," said his comrade, " we are to use 
travellers courteously — and, with your leave, those travellers best 
who come from our native land." 

" It is even so stated here," said the minstrel, and he proceeded 
to read : — "'The watch at this outpost of Haielsidc* shall stop and 
examine all travellers passing by tho said station, suffering such to 
pass onwards to the town of Douglas, or to Douglas Castle, always 
inierrogaling ihcm with civility, and detaining and turning them 
back if there arise matter of suspicion ; but conducting themselves 
in all matters civilly and courteously to the people of the country, 
and to those who travel in it' You see, most excellent and valiant 
archer," added the commentator Bertram, " that courtesy and 
civility tire, above all, recommended to your worship in your eon- 
duct towards the inhabitants, and those passengers who, like us, 
may chance to fall under your rules in such matters." 

" I am not to be told at this time of day," said the archer, " how 
to conduct myself in the discharge of my duties. Let me advice 
you, Sir Minstrel, to be frank and open in your answers to our 
enquiries, and you shall have no reason to complain." 

" 1 hope, at all events," said the minstrel, "to have your favour 
for my ion, who is a delicate stripling, and not accustomed to play 
his p.nrt among the crew which inhabit this wild world." 

" Well," continued the elder and more civil of the two archers, 
" if thy son be a novice in this terrestrial navig.ition, 1 warr.int that 
thou, my friend, from thy look and manner of speech, hast enough 
of skill to use thy compass. To comfort thee; although thou must 
thyself answer the questions of our governor or deputy-governor, la 
order that he may sec there is no offence in thee, I think there may 
be permission granted for thy son's residing here in the convent 
hard by, (where the nuns, by the way, are as old as the monks, and 
have nearly as Song beards, so thou mayst be easy about thy son's 
morals,) until thou hast done thy business at Douglas Castle, and 
art ready to resume thy journey." 

"If such permission," s.iid the minstrel, "can be obtained, I 
should be better pleased to leave him at the abbey, and go mysetfj 
in the first place, to take the directions of your commanding officer." 

" Certainly," answered the archer, " that will be the safest and 
best way; and with a piece 0[ two of money, thou raayst secure the 
protection of the abbot." 
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"Thou say'st well," answered the minstrel ; " 1 have known life, 
I have known every stile, gap, pathway, and pass of this wilderness 
ionie thirty years ; and he that cannot steer his course 
fairly through it like an able seaman, after having served such sn 
apprenticeship, can hardly ever be taught, were a century to be 
given him to learn it in." 

" Since thou art so expert a mariner," answered the archer 
Anthony, " thou hast, I warrant me, met in thy wanderings a pota- 
tion called a morninf^s draught, which they who are conduaed by 
Others, where they themselves lack experience, are used to bellow 
upon those who undertake the task of guide upon such aa 

"1 understand you, sir," quoth the minstrel; "and allhoagh 
money, or driiik-geld, as the Fleming calls it, is rather a scarce 
commodity in the purse of one of my caUing, yet, according to my 
feebtc ability, lliou shah have no cause to complain that thine eyes 
or those of thy comrades have been damaged by a Scottish mist, 
while we can find an English coin to pay for the good liquor which 
should wash them clear." 

" Content," said the archer ; " we now understand each other ; 
and if difficulties arise on the coad, thou shalt not want the counte- 
nance of Anthony to sail triumphantly through them. But Ihoa 
hadst better let thy son know soon of the early visit to the abbot to- 
morrow, for thou mayst guess that we cannot and dare not delay 
our departure for the convent a minute after the eastern sky is ruddy ; 
and, with other infinniiies, young men often are prone to laziness 
and a love of case." 

" Thou shalt have no reason to think so," answered the minstrel ; 
" not the lark himself, when waked by the first ray peeping over the 
black cloud, sprinc;s more lightly to the sky, than will my Augustine 
answer the same brilhant summons. And now we understand each 
other, I would only further pray you to forbear light talk while my 
son is in your company,— a boy of innocent life, and timid in coa- 

" Nay, jolly minstrel,' said the elder archer, " thou givest us here 
too gross an example of Satan reproving sin. If thou hast fallowed 
thy craft for twenty years, as thou prctcndest, thy son, having kept 
thee company since childhood, must by this lime be lit to open a 
school to teach even devils the practice of the seven deadly sins, 
of which none know the theory if those of the gay icience are 
lacking." 

*■ Truly, comrade, Ihou speakest well," answered Bertram, " and 
I acknowledge that we minstrels are too much to blame in this 
nuticr. Nevertheless, in good sooth, the fault is not one of whi 
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I myself am particuLirly guilty ; on the conirary, I think that he 
who would wish to have his own hair honoured when time has 
strewed it with silver, should so rein his minh when in the presence 
off the young, as may show in what respect he holds innocence. I 
will, therefore, with your permission, speak a word to Augustine, 
that to-morrow we must be on foot earlj-." 

" Do so, my friend," said the English soldier ; " and do the same 
the more speedily that our jwor supper is still awaiting until thou 
art ready to partake of it." 

"To which, 1 promise thee," said Bertram,"! am disposed to 

" Follow me, then," said Dickson, "and I will show thee where 
this young bird of thine has his nest." 

Their host accordingly tripped up the wootkn st.iir, and tapped 
at a door, which he thus indkaied was that of his younger guest 

" Your father," continued he, as the door opened, " would speak 
with you. Master Augustine." 

" Excuse nie, my host," answered Augustine ; " the truth is, that 
this room beingditccllyaboveyourcaling-charaber, and the flooring 
not in the best possible repair, 1 have been compelled to the un- 
handsome practice of eavesdropping, and not a word has escaped 
me that passed concerning my proposed residence at the abbey, our 
journey to-morrow, and the somewhat early hour at v.hich I must 
shake off sloth, and, according to thy expression, fly down from the 

" And how dost thou relish," said Dickson,"' being left with the 
Abbot ofSaint Bride's hlllc flock here?" 

" Why, well," said the youth, " if the abbot is a man of respec- 
tability becoming his vocation, and not one of those swaggering 
churchmen, who stretch out the sword, and bear themselves like 
rank soldiers in these troublous times." 

" For that, young master," said Dkkson, "if you let him put hij 
hand deep enough into your purse, he will hardly quarrel with any 
thinK." 

'■ Then I will leave him to my father," replied Augustine, " who 
will not grudge tiim any thing he asks in reason." 

"In that case," replied the Scotchman, "you may trust to our 
abbnt for good accommodation — and so both sides are p'eased.'' 

" It Is well, ray son," said Bertram, who now foined in the con- 
versation ; " and that ihou mayst be ready for thy early Iravellins, 
I shall presently get our host to send ihee some food, alter partak- 
ing of which thou shouldst go to bed and sleep off ihe fatigue o( 
to-day, since to-morrow will bring work for iisclf." 

" And as for thy engagement to these honest archers,'' answered 
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Auijustine, " I hope you will be able to do what will give pleasure 
to our guides, if thej' are disposed to be civil and true men." 

" Cod bless thee, my ciiild ! " answered Rertrain ; "' tliou knowest 
already wliat would drag after thy beck all the English archers iliat 
were ever on this side of the Solway, There is no fear of a grey 
goose shaft, if you sing a riveitlfs like to that which cliimcd even 
now from that silken nest of dainty young goldfinches." 

" Hold me as in readiness, then," said the seeming youth, "when 
you depart to-morrow morning. I am within hearing, 1 suppose, 
of the bells of Saint Bride's chapel, and have no fear, through my 
sloih, of keeping you or your company wailing." 

"Good-night, and Cod bless thee, my child!" again said the 
minstrel ; " remember that your father sleeps not far distant, and 
on the slightest alann will not fail to be wiih you. I need scarce 
bid Ibee recommend thyself, meantime, to the great Being, who is 
the friend and father of us alL" 

The pilgrim thanked his supposed fatlierfor his evening blessin", 
and the visitors withdrew uithout farther speech at the time, leav- 
ing the young lady to those engrossing fears, which, the novelty of 
her situation, ami the native delicacy of her sex being considered, 
naturally thronged upon her. 

The tramp of a horse's foot was not long after heard at the house 
of Haielside, and the rider was welcomed by its garrison with marks 
of respect. Bertram understood so much as to discover from the 
conversation of the warders that this late arrival was Aymer de 
Valence, the knight who commanded the liitle party, and to the 
furniture of whose lance, as it was technically called, belonged the 
archers with whom we have already been acquainted, a nian-at- 
arms or two, a certain proportion of pages or grooms, and, in short, 
the command and guidance of the garrison at Thomas Dickson's, 
while in rank he was deputy-governor of Douglas Casile. 

To prevent all suspicion respecting himself and his companion, 
as well as the risk of the latter being disturbed, the minstrel thought 
it proper to present himself to the inspection of this knight, the great 
authority of the httle place. He found him, with as little scruple 
&s the archers heretofore, making a supper of the relics of the roast 
beef. 

Before this young knight Bertram underwent an examination, 
while an old soldier took down in writing such items of information 
as the examin.i1e thought proper to express in his replies, both wtllt 
regard to the minutiic of his present journey, his business at Castle 
Douglas, and his route when that business should be accomplished ; 
a much more minute examination, in a word, than he had hitiicrio 
tudersoae by the archers, or perhaps llian was quite a;;rce^lil« t 
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him, being encumbered wiih at least the knowledge of one secret, 
nh.itever more. Not that [his new exatninaior had any thing siem 
or severe in his looks or his questions. As to the first, he was mild, 
gi'ntlc, and"ineek3samaLd," and possessed exactly of the coiirieoui 
manners ascribed by our f.ither Chaucer lo the patlern of chivalry 
whom he describes upon bis pilgrimage to Canterbury. But with 
all his genilcness, De Valence shoived a great degree of acuteness 
and accuracy in his queries ; and ncll pleased was Bertram that the 
young knight did not insist upon seeing his supposed son, although 
even in that case his ready wit had resolved, like a seaman in ■ 
tempest, to sacrifice one part to preserve the rest. He was not, 
however, driven lo ihis extremity, being treated by Sir Aymer with 
that degree of courtesy which in that age men ofsong were in general 
thought entitled to. The knight kindly and liberally consented to 
the lad'^ remaining in the convent, as a lit and quiet residence for 
a stripling and an invalid, until Sir John de Walton should express 
his pleasure on llie subject ; and Sir Aymer consented lo this 
ariangement the more willingly, as it averted all possible danger of 
bringing disease into the English garrison. 

By ihe young knight's order, all in Dickson's house were despatched 
earlier to rest than usual ; the matin bell of the neighbouring chapd 
being the signal for their assembly by daybreak. 'i*liey rendezvoused 
accordingly, and proceeded to Saint bride's, where they heard mass, 
after which an interview took place between the Abbot Jerome and 
the Minstrel, in which the former undertook, wiih the permission of 
]>e Valence, to receive Augustine Into his abbey as a guest for a . 
few days, less or more,and for which Bertram promised an acknow- J 
ledgment in name of alms, which was amply satisfactory. ' 

"So be it," said Dert ram, taking leave of his supposed son; 
" rely on it I will not larry a day longer at Douglas Castle than shall 
SuPlice for traosactinjr ray business there, which is to look after the 
old books you not of, and I will speedily return for thee to the 
Abbey of Saint Biide, to resume in company our Journey home- 

" O father," replied the yoitlh, wiih a smile, " I fear, if you get 
among rom.inces and chronicles, you will be so earnest in your 
researches, tliat you will forget poor Augustine and his conccri 

" Never fear me, Augustine," said the old man, making the motioa 
of throwing a kiss towards the boy ; " thou art good and virtuoui, 
and Heaven will not neglect thee were thy father unnatural eni 
to do so. Believe me, all the old songs since Merlin's day shall not 
make me forget thee." 

Thus they separated, the minstrel, with the English knight and 
his retmu^ to move towards the castle, and the youth in dutiful , 
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allcndance on the venerable nbbat, who was delighted to find that^ 
his guest's ihoiiglits turned rather upon spiritual things than o 
morning repast, of the approach of vvliich he could not help being 
himself sensible. 
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CHAPTER III. 

•The night, melhiiilis, is but the daylight Sick, 
It looks a hiile paler ; 'tis a day 
Sunk as the day is when the sun is hid." 

Merc/iiixi of V/nice. 

To facilitate the profjrcss of the parly on its way to Douglas 
Caslle, the Knight of Valence offered the minstrel the convenience 
of a horse, which the fatigues of yesterday made him gladly accept. 
Any one acquainted wilt) equestrian exercise, is aware that no means 
of refreshment carries away the sense of fatigue from over wnlking 
50 easily, as the exchange to riding, which calls into play another 
aet of muscles, and leaves those which have been over exerted an 
opportunity of resting through change of motion, more completely 
than they could in absolute repose. Sir Aymcr de Valence was 
sheathed in armour, and mounted on his charter; two of the archers, 
a groom of mc.in rank, and a squire, who looked in his day for the 
honour of kni)ihthood, completed the detachment, which seemed so 
disposed as to secure the minstrel from escape, and to protect him 
against violence. "Not," said the young knight, addressing himself 
to ilertram, " that there is usually danger in travelling in this coun- 
try, any more than in the most quiet districts of England ; but somg _ 
disturbances, as you may have leaint, have broken out here withi^fl 
this last year, and have caused the garrison of Castle Douglas t 
maintain a stricter watch, ll'.ii let us move on, for the complcKi^iv 
of the day is congenial with the origin.il derivation of the r 
the country, and the description of the chiefs to whom it belonged— 
Sholto D/iii G/tm—lset yon dark grey man), and dark grey will CH1^| 
route prove this morning, though by good luck it is not long." 

The morning was indeed what the original Gaehc words implieda]! 
a drixily, dark, moist day ; the mist had settled upon the hill^fl 
and unrolled itself upon brook, glade, and tarn, and the sprii ^ 
breeze was not powerful enough to raise the veil, though, from tl^ 
wild sounds which were heard occasionally on the ridges, ond through 
the glens, it might be supposed to wail at a sense of its own inabili' 
"Je route of the travellers was directed by the course which t 




river had ploughed for itself down the valley, the banks of which 
n general ihnl dark grey livery which Sir Aymcr de Valence 
had iniimaied to be ihe prevalent tint of the country. Some in- 
efieciual struggles of the-sun shot a ray here and thereto salute the 
pe.iiis of the hills ; yet these were unable to surmount ihe dulncss 
of a March mommg, and, at so early an hour, produced a variety of 
shades, rather thao a gleam of brightness, upon the eastern horiion. 
The view was monotonons and depressing, and apparently the good 
knijjht Aymer sought some amusement in occasional talk with 
Bertram, who, as was usual with his craft, possessed a fund of 
knowledge, and a power of conversation, well suited lo pass away 
a dull morning. The minstrel, well pleased to pick up such in- 
forni.ition as he might be able concerning the present state of Iho 
country, embraced every opporturiity of sustaining the dialogue, 

" I would speak with you. Sir Minstrel," said the young knight. 
** If thou dost not find the air of this morning loo harsh for thine 
organs, heartily do I wish thou wouldst faiily tell me what can 
have induced thee, being, as thou secmest, a man of sense, to thrust 
thyself into a wild country like this, at such a time.— And you, my 
masters," addressing the archers, and the rest of the party, " me- 
thinks it n-ould be as fitting and seeming if you reined back your 
steeds for a horse's length or so, since I apprehend you can travel 
on your way without the pastime of minstrelsy." The bowmen took 
the hint, and fell back, but, as was expressed by their grumblinff 
observations, by no means pleased tiiat there seemed lilUe chance 
of their overhearing what conversation should pass between tho 
young knight and the minstrel, which proceeded as follows ;^ 

" 1 am, then, to understand, good minstrel," said the knight, 
"that you, who have in your time borne arms, and even followed 
Saint George's redcross banner to the Holy Sepulchre, are so little 
tired of (he danger attending our profession, that you feel your 
attracted unnecessarily to regions where the sword, for ever Ic 
in its scabbard, is ready to start on the slightest provocation ? " 

"It would be hard," replied the minstrel bluntly, "to ans 
such a question in the affirmative ; and yet, when you consider how 
ticarly allied is his profession who celebrates deeds of arms \ 
that of Ihe knight who pffrforms them, your honour. I think, 
hold it advisable that a minstrel desirous of doing his de\ 
should, like a young knight, seek the truth of adventures where it 
is to be found, and rather visit countries where the knowledge is 
preserved of high and noble deeds, than those laiy and quiet 
realms, in which men live indolently, and die Ignobly in peace, or 
by sentence of law. Vou yourself, sir, and those like you, who hold 
life cheap in respect of glory, guide your course through thU wi 
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on ihe very same principle which brings your pcior rhyming servant 
Bcriram from a Tar province of merry England, ta this dark country 
of rugged Scotland called Douglas Dale. You long to see ad- 
ventures worthy of notice, and I {under favour for naming us two 
in the same breath) seek a scanty and precarious, but not a. dis- 
honourable living, by preparing for immortality, as well as I can, 
the particulars of such exploits, especially the names of those who 
were the heroes of these actions. Each, therefore, labours in his 
vocation ; nor can the one be justly wondered at more than the 
Other, seeing that if there be any difference in the degrees of danger 
to which both the hero and the poet are exposed, the courage, 
strength, arms, and address of the vahant knight, render it safer 
for him to venture into scenes of peril, iha.n for the poor man of 
rhjmc." 

" You say well," answered the warrior ; " and although it is 
something of novelty to me to hear your craft represented as upon 
a level with my own mode of life, yet shame were it lo say that ihe 
minstrel who toils so much to keep in memory the feats of gallant 
knights, should not himself prefer fame to existence, and a single 
achievement of valour ta a whole age without a name, or to affirm 
that he follows a mean and unworthy profession.' 

" Your worship will then acknowledge," said the minstrel, "that 
it is a legitimate object in such as myself, who, simple as I am, 
have taken my regular degrees among the professors of the ^a/ 
sdince at the capital town of Aigues-Morles, to struggle forward 
into this northern district, where I am well assured many things 
have happened which have been adapted to the harp by minstrels 
of great fame in ancient days, and have become the subject of lays 
which lie deposited in the library of Castle Douglas, where, unless 
copied over by some one who understands the old British characten 
and language, ihey must, with whatever they may Cbntain, whether 
of entertainment or edification, be speedily lost to posterity. If 
these hidden treasures were preserved and recorded by the minstrel 
art of my poor self and others, it might be held well to compensate 
for the risk of a chance blow of a broadsword, or the sweep of a 
brown bill, received while I am engaged in collecting them ; and I 
were unworthy of the name of a man, much more of an inventor or 
finder,* should I weigh the loss of life, a commodity always so 
uncertain, against the chance of that immortality which willsurviviB 
in my lay after my broken voice and shivered harp shall no longer 
be able either lo express tune or accompany tale." 

'"Certainly," said Sir Ay mer, "having a heart to feel such 
motive, you have an undoubted right to express it ; nor should 
liave been in any degree disposed to question it had I found 
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tnlnMrels prepared, like yourself, to prefer renown even to life 
itself, which most men ihink of gveally more consequence." 

" There are, indeed, noble sir," replied Bertram, " minstrels, and, 
with your reverence, even belted knights themselves, ivho do not 
sufficiently value that renown which is acquired at the risk of life. 
To such ignoble men we must leave their own reward — let ui 
abandon to them earth, and the things of earth, since they cannot 
aspire to that glory which is the best reward of others." 

The minstrel uttered these last words with such enthusiasm, that 
the knight drew his bridle, and stood fronting Bertram, with bis 
countenance kindling at the same theme, on which, after a short 
silence, he expressed himself with a like vivacity. 

"Well fare thy heart, gay companion ! iam happy to see there is 
Still so much enthusiasm surviving in the world. Thou hasi fairly 
won the minstrel groat ; and if 1 do not pay it in conformity to mjr 
sense of thy merit, it shall be the fault of dame Fortune, who has 
graced my labours in these Scottish wars with the niggard pay of 
Scottish money. A gold piece or two there must be remaining of 
the ransom of one French knight, whom chance threw into my 
hands, and that, my friend, shall surely be thine own; and hark 
thee, i, Aymer de Valetice, who t»ow speak to thee, am bom of the 
noble House of Pembroke ; and though now landless, shall, by the 
grjce of Our Lady, have in time a tilting establishment, wherein I 
w ill find room for a minstrel like thee, if Ihy talents have not by 
that time found thee a better patron." 

" Thank thee, noble knight," said the minstrel, "as well for thy 
present intentions, as I hope I shall for thy future performance ; 
but I may say with truth, that I have not the sordid inchnation of 
many of my brethren." 

je thirst of noble fame,'' said the young 
m in his heart for the love of gold. But 
riend minstrel, what are the motives, in 
tcted thy wandering steps to this wild 



" He who partakes the ti 
knight, "can have httle roc 
thou hast not yet told me, I 
particular, which have all[ 
country .' " 

" Were I to do so," replied Bertram, rather desirt 



o avoid the 
; respects too nearly bordering on the secret 
purpose of his journey, " it might sound like a studied panegyric on 
thine own bold deeds. Sir Knigbt, and those of your companions in 
arms ; and such adulation, minstrel as I am, [ bate hke an empty 
cup at a companion's lips. But let me say in few words, that 
Douglas Caslie, and the deeds of valour which it has witnessed, 
have sounded wide through England ; nor is there a gallant knight 
or trusty minstrel, whose heart does not throb at the name of ilie 
(tronghold, which, in former days, the foot of an Englishman never 
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entered, except in hospitality. There is a magic in the very names 
of Sir John de W.iiton and Sir Aymer de Valence, the gallant 
defenders of a place sa often won back by its ancient lords, and 
with such circumstances of valour and cruelty, Uiat it bears, in 
England, the rame of the Dangerous Castle." 

"Yet I would fain hear," answered the knight, "your own 
minstrel account of those legends which have induced you, for the 
amusement of future times, to visit a country which, at this period, 
is so distracted and perilous." 

" If you can endure the length of a minstrel tale," said Bertram — 
* I for one am always amused by the exercise of my vocation, and 
have no objection to tell my story, provided you do not prove aa 
iin patient listener." 

'■ Nay, for that matter," said the young knight, " a fair listener 
thouahalt have of me ; and if my reivard be not great, my attention 
at least shall he remarkable." 

"And he," said the minstrel, " must be a poor gleeman who does 
not hold himself better paid with that, than wiih gold or silver, 
were the pieces English rose-nobles. On this condition, then, I 
begin a long story, which may, in one or other of its details, find 
subject for better minstrels than myself, and be listened 10 b/ suctl 
warriors as you hundreds of years hence." 



CHAPTER IV. 
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While many a merry lay and many a song 

Cheei-'d the rough road, we wish'd the rough road lonf | 

The rough road then returning in a round, 

Mark'd their impatient steps, for alt was fairv ground. 

Dr. Jommsow. 

" It was about the year of redemption one thousand two hundred 
and eighty-five years," began the minstrel, " when King Ahxandet 
the Third of Scotland lost his daughter Margaret, whose only 
chilJ, of the same name, called the Maiden of Norway, (as her 
faiher was king of that country,) became the heiress of this king- 
dom of Scothnd, as well as of her father's crown. An unhappy 
death was this tor Alexander, who had no nearer heirs left of his 
own body than this grandchild. She indeed might claim his king- 
dom by birthright ; but ihe difficuhy of establishing such a claim 
of inheritance must have been anticipated by all who bestowed a 
thought upon the subject. The Scottish king, therefore, endeavoimd 
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to make op for ihis loss by replacing his late Queen, who was an 
English princess, sister of our Edward the First, with Juletta, 
dau^'hter of the Count de DreuK. The solemnities at the nuptial 
ceremony, which took place in the town of Jedburgh, were very 
great and remarltahle, and particularly when, amidst the display of 
a pageant which was exhibited on the occasion, a ghastly spectre 
made its appearance in the form of a skeleton, as the King of 
Terrors is said to be represented. — Your worship is free to laugh at 
this, if you think it a proper subject for mirth ; but men are alii-e 
who viewed it with their own eyes, and ihc event showed loo well 
of what misfortunes this apparition was the singular prognostica- 
tion. 

" I have heard the story," said the knight ; " but the monk who 
told it me, suggested that the figure, though unhappily chosen, was 
perhaps purposely introduced as a part of tlie p.i^eant." 

" I know not that," said the minstrel dryly ; "but there is no 
doubt that shority after this apparition King Alexander died, to the 
great sorrow of his people. The Maid of Norway, his heiress, 
speedily followed her grandfather to the grave, and our English 
king. Sir Knight, raked up a claim of dependency and homage due, 
he said, by Scotland, which neither the lawyers, nobles, priests, nor 
the very minstrels of Scotland, had ever before heard of." 

"Now, beshrew me," interrupted Sir Aymer de Valence, " this 
is beyond bargain. I agreed to hear your tale with patience, but I 
did not pledge myself that it should contain matter to the reproach 
of Edward the First, of blessed memory ; nor will 1 permit his name 
to be mentioned in my hearing without the respect due to his high 
rank and noble qualities." 

"Nay," said the minstrel, "I am no Highland bagpiper or 
genealogist, to carry respect for my art so far as to quarrel with a 
man of worship who stops me at the beginning of a pibroch. I am 
an Englishman, and wish dearly well to my country ; and, above 
all. I must speak the truth. But I will avoid disputable topics, 
Your age, sir, though none of the ripest, authorises me to suppose 
you may have seen the battle of Falkirk, and other onslaughts in 
wliich the conpetition of Bruce and Baliol has been fiercely 
a^'itated, and you will permit me to say, that if the Scottish have 
not had the right upon their side, they have at least defended the 
wrong with the efforts of brave men and true." 

" Of brave men, I grant you,' said the knight, " for I have seen 
no cowards amongst them ; but as for truth, they can best Judge of 
it who know haw often they have sworn faith to England, and how 
repeatedly they have broken their vow." 

" 1 ghail not stir the question," said the minstrel, " leaving it to 
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your worship to determine which has most falsehood — he who 
compels a weaker person to take an unjust oalh, or he who, com* 
pelled by necessity, tnkes the imposed OLtth without ihc inientioii 
of keeping his word." 

" Nay, nay," said De Valence, " let us keep our opinions, for we 
are not hkely to force each other from the faith we have adopted 
on this subject. But take my advice, and whilst thou travellcst 
under an English pennon, take heed that thou keepesi off this con- 
versation in the hall and kitchen, where perhaps the soldier may 
be less tolerant than the officer ; and now, in a word, what is thy 
legend of this Dangerous Castle?" 

" For that," replied Bertram, "meihinks your worship is most 
likely to have a better edition than f, who have not been in this 
country for many years ; but it is not for me to bandy opinions 
with your kni^'htship. I will even proceed with the tale as I have 
heard it 1 need not, I presume, inform your worship that the 
Lords of Dotii^'las, who founded this casile, are second to no 
lineage in Scotland in the antiquity of their il.;scent. Nay, they 
have themselves bonsted that their family is not to be seen or dis- 
tinguished, like other great houses, until it is found at once in a 
certain degree of eminence. 'You may sec us in the tree,' they 
say, ' you cannot discover us in the twig ; you may see us in the 
stream, you cannot trace us to the fountain.' * In a word, they deny 
that historians or genealogists can point out the first mean man 
named Douglas, who originally elevated the family ; and true it is, 
that so far back as we have known this race, they ha>-e always 
been renowned for valour and enterprise, accompanied with the 
poiver which made that enterprise effectuaL" 

"Enough,\said the knight, "1 have heard of the pride and 
power of that great family, nor does it interest me in the least to 
deny or detract from their bold claims to consideration in this 
respect." 

" Without doubt you must also have heard, noble sir," replied 
the minstrel, " many things of James, the present heir of the house 
of Douglas.'" 

"More than enough," answered the English knight; "he is 
known to have been a stout supporter of that outlawed traitor, 
William Wallace ; and again, upon the first raising of the banner 
by this Robert Bruce, who pretends to be King of Scotland, this 
young springalcl, jamcs Douglas, must needs start into rebellion 
anew. He plunders his uncle, the Archbishop of St. Andrews, of 
a considerable sum of money, to fill the Scottish Usurper's not 
over-burdened treasury, debauthes the servants of his relation. 
takes fums, and though repeatedly cbastiied in the &dd, still k 
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liis vaunt, and threatens miachier to those who, in the name of 
his tightful sovereign, defend the Castle of Douglas Dale," 

" It is your pleasure to say so, Sir Knight," replied Bertram j 
"yet I am sure, were you a Scot, you would with paiience hear me 
tell over what has been said of this young man by those who have 
known him, and whose account of his adventures shows how dif- 
ferenily the same tale may be told. These men talk of the present 
heir of this ancient family as fully adequate to maintain and 
augment its reputation ; ready, indeed, to undergo e^-cry peril in 
the cause of Robert the Bruce, because the Bruce is esteemed by 
him his lawful king ; and sworn and devoted, with such small 
strength as he can muster, to revenge himself on those Sauihrons 
who have, for several years, as he thinks, unjustly, possessed them- 
selves of his father's abode." 

" 0," replied Sir Aymer de Valence, "we have heard much of 
his achievements in this respect, and of his threats against our 
governor and ourselves ; yet we think it scarce likely that Sir John 
dc Walton will move from Douglas Dale without the King's order, 
ahhougli this Jnmes Douglas, a mere chicken, lake upon himself to 
cmck his voice by crowing hke a cock of the game." 

" Sir," answered Bertram, " our acquaintance is bat brief, and 
yet 1 feel it has been so bcnelicial to me. thai I trust there is no 
h.irm in hoping that James Douglas and you may never meet in 
bodily presence till the slate of the two countries shall admit of 
peace being between you." 

" Thou art obliging, friend," answered Sir Aymer, " and, I doubt 
not, sincere ; and truly thou scemest to have a wholesome sense of 
the respect due to this young knight, when men talk of him in his 
native valley of Douglas. For me, I am only poor Aymer of 
Valence, without an acre of land, or much hope of acquiring any, 
unless 1 cut something huge with my broadsword out of the middle 
of these hills. Only this, good minslrcl, if thou lives! to tell my 
story, may I pray thee to use thy scrupulous custom of searching 
out the verity, and whether I live or die thou shale not, 1 think, 
discover that thy late acquaintance of a spring mormnghath added 
more to the laurels of James of Douglas, than any man's death 
must give to him by whose stronger arm, or more lucky chance, it 
is his lot to fall." 

'■ I nothing fear you, Sir Knight," said the minstrel, "for yours 
is that happy brain, which, bold in youth as beseems a young 
knight, is in more advanced life the happy source of prudent 
counsel, of which 1 would not, by an early death, wish thy country 
to be deprived." 

* Thou art so candid then, as to wish Old England the benefit of 
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good advice," said Sir Aymer, " though thou leanest to the side of 
Scotland ill Ihc controversy f " 

"Assuredly, Sir Knight," said tlie minstrel, "since in wishing' 
that Scotland and England each knew their own true intercM, I 
am bound to wish them both alike well ; and they should, 1 think, 
desire lo live in friendship together. Occupying each tlieir oivn 
portion of the same island, and living under the same la ivs, and 
being at peace ivith each other, they might, without fear, face the 
enmity of the whole world." 

" If thy failh be so liberal," answered the knight, "as becomes a 
good man, Ihou must certainly pray, Sir Minstrel, for the success 
of England in the war, by which alone these murderous hostilities 
of the northern nation can end in a solid peace. The rebellioiis of 
this obstinate country aie but the struggles of the stag when he is 
mortally wounded ; the animal grows weaker and weaker with 
every struggle, till his resistance is effectually tamed by the hand 
of death." 

" Not so. Sir Knight," said the minstrel ; " if my creed is well 
taught me, we ought not so lo pr.ny. We may, without offence, 
intimate in our prayers the end we wish to obtain ; but it is not for 
us, poor mortals, to point out to an all-seeing Providence the 
precise manner in which our petitions are lo be accomplished, or 
to wish the downfall of a country to end its commotions, as the 
death-stab terminates the agonies of the wounded stag. Whether 
1 appeal to my heart or to my understanding, the dictate would be 
to petition Heaven for what is just and equal in the case ; and if I 
should fear for thee. Sir Knight, in an encounter with James of 
Douglas, it is only because he upholds, as I conceive, the belter 
side of the debate ; and powers more than earthly have presaged 
to him success." 

" Do you tell me so. Sir Minstrel," said De Valence in a threaten- 
ing tone, " knowing me i;nd my office 1 " 

" Your personal dignity and authority," s.iid Bertram, "cannot 
change the right into wrong, or avert what Providence has decreed 
to take place. You know, I must presume, that the Douglas hath, 
by various devices, already contrived to make himself master cf 
this Castle of Douglas three several times, and that Sir John de 
Walton, the present governor, holds it with a garrison trebled in 
force, and under the assurance that if, without surprise, he should 
keep it from the Scottish power for a )-ear and a day, he shall 
obtain the barony of Douglas, with its extensive appendages, in 
free properly for his reward ; while, on the other hand, if he shall 
suffer the fortress during this space to be taken, either by guile or 
*iy open force, as baa happened successively to the holders of the 
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Dangerous Castle, he will become liable to dishonour as a knight, 
and 10 attainder as a subject ; and the chiefs who take share with 
hiiii, and serve under him, will pariicipate also in his guilt and hU 
punishment?" 

"All this 1 know well," said Sir Aymer; "and 1 only wonder 
that, havins hecome public, the conditions have, nevertheless, been 
told H'ith so inuch accuracy ; but whAC has this to do with the 
issue of the combat, if the Douglas and 1 should chance to meet? 
1 will not surely be disposed to tight with less animaiinn because 
I wear my fortune upon my snord, or become coward because I 
fieht for a portion of the Douglas's estate, as well as for fame and 
for fatherland? And after all' 

"Hear me," said the minstrel; "an ancient gleeman has said, 
that in a false quarrel there is no true valour, and the hi or praise 
won therein, is, when balanced against honest fame, as valueless as 
a wreath formed out of copper, compared to a chaplet of pure 
gold ; but I bid you not take nic for tiiy warrant in this important 
question. Thou well knowest how James of Thiriwall, Ihe last 
English commander before Sir John de Walton, was surprised, 
and the castle sacked with circmnslanccs of great inhumanity." 

" Truly," said Sir Aymer, " 1 think that Scotland and England 
both have heard of that onslaught, and of the disgusting proceed- 
ings of the Scottish chi^'ftain, when he caused transport into the 
wild forest gold, silver, ammunition, and armour, and all things 
that could be easily removed, and destroyed a large quantity of 
provisions, in a manner equally savage and unheard-of." 

"Perhaps, Sir Knight," said Beriram, "you were yourself an 
eye-witness of that transaction, which lias heen spoken of far and 
wide, and is called the Douglas Larder?" 

" I saw not the actual accomplishment of the deed," said De 
Valence ; " that is, I witnessed it not a-doing, but 1 beheld enough 
of the sad relics to make the Douglas Larder never by me to be 
forgotten as a record of horror and abomination. I \vould speak it 
truly, by the hand of my father and by my honour as a knight ! 
and I will leave it to (bee to judge whether it was a deed calcu- 
lated to secure the smiles of Heaven in favour of the actors. This 
is my edition of the story ; — 

' A large quantity of provisions had during two years or ihere- 
mbouts been collected from diflercnt points, and the Castle of 
Douglas, newly repaired, and, as was thought, carefully guarded, 
■was appointed as the place where the said provisions were to be 
ire for the service of the King of En-land, or of the Lord 
Clifford, whichever should first enter the Western Marches «iih 
English army, and stand in need of such a suyply. This army 
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^M was also tn relieve our wants, I mean those of my uncle the Earl 

^K of Pembi oke, who for some time before had lain with a considerable 

^K force in the town called Ayr, near the old Caledoninn Forest, and 

^B- where we had hot wars with the insurijcnt Scots. Well, sir, it 

^H happened, as in similar cases, that Thirlwall, thoui^li a bold and 

^F active soldier, was surprised in the CaMlo of Douglas, about Hal- 

loivmass, by this same worthy, young James Douylas. In no very- 
good humour was he, as you may suppose ; for his father, c.ilkd 
William the Hardy, or William Longlegs, having refused, on any 
terms, to become Anglicised, was made a lawful prisoner, and 
(lied as such, closely confined in Berwick, or, as some say, in New- 
castle. The news of his father's death had put young Douglas 
into no small rage, and tended, I think, to suggest what he did in 
his resentment. Embarrassed by the (luaniiiy of provisions wliicb 
he found in the casile, which, the English being superior in the 
country, he had neither the means to remove, nor the leisure to 
stay and consume, the fiend, as 1 think, inspired him ivith a con- 
trivance to render them tu)tit for human use. You shall judg« 
you; self whether it was likely to be suggested by a good or &n evil 
spirit. 

"According to this devlc^, the gold, silver, and other transptut- 
able commodities being carried to secret places of safety, Dbu^lai 
caused the meal, the mall, and other Corn or grain, to be brought 
down into the castle cellar, where he emptied the contents of the 
sacks into one loathsome heap, striking out the heads of the barrels 
and puncheons, so as to let the mingled drink run through the 
h>:ap of meal, grain, and so forth. The bullocks provided for 
slaughter were in like manner knocked on the bead, and their 
blood sutfercd to dr.iin into the mass of edible substances ; and 
lastly, the flesh of these oxen was buried in the same mass, in 
which was also included the dead bodies of those in the castle, 
vho, receiving no quarter from the Douglas, paid dear enough for 
having kept no better watch. This base and unworthy abuse of 
provisions intended for the use of man, together with throwing into 
the well of the castle carcasses of men and horses, and other hltl) 
for polluting the same, has since that time been called iht 
Douglas Larder." 

" I pretend not, good Sir Aymer," said the minstrel, "to vindi- 
cate what you juitly reprove, nor can I conceive any mode of 
rendoring provisions arranged after the form of the Dougia* 
Larder, proper for the use of any Christian ; yet this young gentle- 
man might perhaps act under the sling of natural resentment, 
rendering his singular exploit more excusable than it may seem at 
firsL Think, If your own noble father had just died in a Uagj^ 



a 



CASTLr: DANGEROUS. 



•07 



captivity, his mheritancc sttzcd upon, ai^d occupied as a garrisan 
by a foreign ciiL'niy, would not lliCie things stir you to a modi; of 
rcsEntmcnt, whicli in cold blood, and jud^in;^ of it as ihc nction of 
an eneiiiv, your honour mislit hold In nstiiral and Laudable ab- 
h"i Tcncc ? — Would you pay respect to dead a.nd senseless objects, 
wliich no one could blame your appropriating to your own use, 
or e/cn scruple the refusal of quarter to prisoners, which Is so 
oUen practised even in wars which are otherwise termed fair and 
humane?" 

" You press me close, minstrel,", said Aymer de Valence. " I al 
least have no great interest to excuse the Douglas in this matter, 
since its consequences were, that I myself, and the rest of my 
uncle's host, laboured with Clifford and his army 10 rebuild this 
same Dangerous Cnstle ; and feeling no slomach for the ijiecr Ibal 
the Douglas had left us, we siiiTcrcd hard commons, though I ac- 
knowledge we did not hesitate to adopt for our own use such sheep 
and oxen as the miserable Scots had still left around their farm- 
houses ; and 1 Jest not, Sir Mioairel, when I acknowledge in sad 
earnest, that we martial men ought to make our petitions with 
pcculiir penitence to Heaven for mercy, when we reflect on the 
various miseries which the nature of our profession compels us to 
inflict upon each other," 

" It seems lo me," answered the minstrel, " that those who feel 
the stings of their own conscience should be more lenient when 
they speak of the offences of others ; nor do I greatly rely ot a 
sort of prophecy which was delivered, as the men of this hill disir ct 
say, to the young Douglas, by a man who in the course of nature 
should have been long since dead, promising him a course of suc- 
cess against the English for having sactiliced his own castle to 
prevent their making it a garrison." 

"We have lime enough for the story," said Sir Aymer, "and 
melhinks it would suit a knight and a minstrel belter than the 
(;rave converse we have hitherto held, which would have beseemed 
— so God save me— the mouths of two travelling friars." 

"So be it," said the minstrel; "the rote or the viol easily 
fckaii^cs iu lime and vaties its note;" 
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CHAPTER V. 

A tale of sorrow, for your eyes may i 
A tale of horror, for your fleih may I 
A tale of wonder, for llie eyebrows arch, 
And the flesh curdles, if you read it rJgtittv. 

Old Play. 

" YOUB honour must be informed, Rentle Sir Aymer de Valence, 
that 1 have lienrd this story told at a great distance from the laad 
in which it happened, by a sworn minstrel, the ancient friend and 
servant of the house of Douglas, one of the best, it is said, who 
ever belonged to th.it noble family. This minstrel, Hugo Hugonet 
by name, attended his young master when on this fierce exploit, as 

" The ea>iile was in total tumult ; in one corner the war-mcn 
were busy breaking up and destroying provisions ; in another, they 
were slaying men, horses, and cattle, and these actions were 
accompanied with appropriate sounds. The cattle, particularly, 
had become sensible of their impending fate, and with awkward 
resistance and piteous cries, icsiiticd that leluctance with which 
these poor creatures look instinctively on the shambles. The 
groans and screams of men, undergoing, or about to undergo, the 
stroke of death, and the screeches of the poor horses which were ia 
mortal agony, formed a fearful chorus. Hugonet was desirous to 
remove himself from such unpleasant sights and sounds ; but his 
master, the Douglas, had been a man of some reading, and his old 
servant was anxious to secure a book of poetry, to which he had 
been attached of old. This contained the Lays of an ancient 
Scottish Il.ird, who, if an ordinary human creature while he was in 
this life, cannot now perhaps be exactly termed such. 

" He w.-is, in short, that Thomas, distinguished by the name of 
the Rhymer, and whose intimacy, it is said, became so great with 
the gifted people, called the Fatry folk, that he could, like them, 
ibreicil the luture deed before it came to pass, and united in his 
own person the quality of bard and of soothsayer. But of late 
years he had v.inishcd almost entirely frnm this mortal scene ; and 
altliough the time and manner of his dcatli were never publicly 
known, yet the general belief was, that he was not severed from 
the land of the lining, but removed to the land of Faery, from 
whence he sometimes made excursions, and concerned himself only 
about matters which were to come hereafter. Hugonet ivas th* 
more earnest to prevent the loss of the works of this ancient bard, 
as many of his poems and predictions were said to be preserved in 
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the casite, and were supposed to contain much especially connected 
with Ihc old house of Douglas, as well as other families of ancient 
descent, wlio had been subjects of this old man's prophecy ; and 
accordingly he determined to save this volume from destruction in 
the general conflagra'.ion to which the building was about to be 
consigned by the heir of its ancient proprietors. With this view he 
hurried up into the little old vaulted room, called 'the Dauglas'j 
study,' in which there might be some down old books written by 
the ancient chaplains, in what the minstrels call the letter black. 
He immediately discovered the celebrated lay, called Sir Tristrem, 
which has been so often altered and abridged as to bear little 
resemblance to ihe original. Hiigonet, who well knew the value in 
which this poem was held by the ancient lords of the castle, took 
the parchment volume from the shelves of ihe library, and laid it 
upon a small desk adjacent to the Baron's chair. Huving made 
such preparation for pulling it in safely, he fell into a brief reverie, 
in which the decay of light, and the preparations for the Douglas 
Larder, but especially the last sight of objects which hid beet\ 
familiar to his eyes, now on the eve of destruction, engaged him at 
that moment. 

"The bard, therefore, was thinking within himself upon the 
uncommon mixture of the mystical scholar and warrior in his old 
master, when, as he bent his ej*es upon the book of the ancient 
Rh) mer, he was astonished to observe it slowly removed from the 
desk on which it lay by un invisible hand. The old man looked 
with horror at the spontaneous motion of the bcok, for the safety 
of »hich he was interested, and had the courage to approach a 
little nearer the table, in order to discover by what means it had 
been withdrawn. 

" 1 have snid the room was already becoming dark, so as to 
render it difficult to distinguish any person in the chair, lliough it 
now appeared, on closer examination, that a kind of shadowy out- 
line of a human form was sealed in il, hut neither precise enough 
to convey its exact figure to the mind, nor so detailed .is to intimate 
dbiinctly its mode of action. The Bard of Douglas, therefore, 
gazed upon the object of his fear, as if he had looked upon some- 
thing not mortal ; nevertheless, as he gazed more intently, he 
became more carable of discovering the object which offered itseU 
to his eyes, arui they grew by degrees more keen to penetrate what 
they witnessed. A tall ihin form, attired in, or rather shaded with, 
a long Doiviii^ dusky robe, having a face and physiognomy so ivild 
and ovctgtown with hair as to be hardly human, were the only 
marked outlines of the phantom ; and, looking more attentively, 
Hugonct was stiU sensible uf two other forms, the ouilmcs, it 
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seemed, of a hart and a hind, which appeared half to shelter them- 
selves behind the person and under the robe of this supernatural 
figure." 

" A probable tale," said the knighl, " for you, Sir Minstrel, a man 
of sense as you seem to be, to recite so grax'cly ! From what wise 
authority have you had this tale, which, though it might pass well 
enough amid clanging beakers, must be held quite apocryphal ia 
the sober hours of the morning ? " 

" By my minstrel word, Sir Knight," answered Bertram, " I am 
no propagator of the fable, if it be one ; Hugonet, the violer, when 
he had retired into a cloister near the Lake of Pembelmeie in 
Wales, communicated the story to me as I now tell IL Therefore, 
as it was upon the authority of an eye-witness, I apologize not for 
relating it to you, since I could bardly discover a more direct 
source of knowledge." 

" Be it so, Sir Minstrel," said the knightj "tell on thy tale, 
and may thy legend escape criticism from others as well as from 

" Hugonet, Sir Knight,"answered Denrnm,"was a holy man, and 
maintained a fair character during his whole life, notwithstanding 
his trade may be esteemed a light one. The vision spoke to him 
in an antique language, like that formerly used in the kingdom of 
Strath-Clydc, being a species of Scots or Gaelic, which few would 
have comprehended. 

" 'You are a learned man,' said the apparition, ' and not unac- 
quainted with the dialects used in your country formerly, although 
they are now out of date, and you are obliged to translate them 
into the vulgar SaiLon of Deira or Northumberland ; but bigblr 
must an ancient British bard prize one in this " remote term of 
time," who sets upon the poetry of his native country a value which 
invites him to think of its preservation at a moment of such terror 
as influences the present evening.' 

" ' h is, indeed,' said Hugonet, ' a night of terror, that calls e^-e«i 
the dead from the grave, and makes them the ghastly and fearful 
companions of the living — Who or what an thou, in God's name^ 
who brcakest the bounds which divide them, and revisitcst thwi 
strangely the state tliou hast so long bid adieu to ? " 

" ' 1 am,' replied the vision, ' that celebrated Thomas the Rhymer, 
by some called Thomas of Erceldoun, or Thomas the True 
Speaker. Like other sages, 1 am permitted at times to revisit ibe 
scenes of my former Lfe, nor am I incapable of removing ifa^ 
shadowy clouds and darkness which overhang futurity ; and know, 
thou afilicted man, that ivliat thou now seesi in this woful country, 
*'^9t a general emblem of what shall therein befall bereaftei ' 
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In proportion as Ibe DougUsses nre now suffering the loss 
destruction of their home for their loyalty to tlie rightful heir 
Scottish kingdom, so hath Heaven appointed for them a just 
reward ; and 3S they have not spared to burn and destroy their 
own house and that of their fathers in the Bruce's cause, so is it 
the doom of Heaven, th.it as often as the walls of Douglas Castle 
shall be burnt to the ({round, they shall be again rebuilt still more 
stalely and more m.ignificent than before.' 

" A cry was now heard like that of a multitude in the court-yard, 
joining in a fierce shout of exultation ; at the same lime a broad 
and ruddy glow seemed to burst from the beams and rafters, and 
spjrks flew from them as from the smith's stithy, while the element 
caught to its fuel, and the conllagration broke its way through 
every aperture. 

'"See ye that?' said the vision, casting his eye towards the 
windows, and disappearing — ' Begone ! The fated hour io re- 
moving this book is not yet come, nor are thine the destined 
hand;. But it will be safe where I have placed it, and the time of 
its icmoval shall come.' The voice was heard after the form had 
vanished, and the brain of Hugonet almost turned round at the 
wild scene which he beheld; his utmost exertion was scarcely 
sufficient to withdraw him from the terrible spot, and Douglas 
Casile that night sunk into ashes and smoke, to arise, in no great 
length of time, in a, form stronger than ever." The minstrel slopt, 
and his hearer, the English knight, remained silent for sonw 
minutes, ere at length he replied. 

" it is true, minstrel," answered Sir Aymer, " that your tale is so 
far undeniable, that this castle — three times burned down by ilie 
heir of the house and of the barony— has hitherto been as often 
reared again by Henry Lord Clifford, and other generals of the 
English, who ende.ivotired on every occasion to build it up more 
artificially and more strongly than it had formerly existed, since it 
occupies a position too important to the safety of our Scottish 
border to permit our yielding it up. This I myself have partly 
witnessed. But I cannot think, that because the castle has been 
so destroyed, it is therefore decreed so to be repaired in future, 
considering that such cruelties, as surely cannot meet the appro- 
bation of Heaven, have attended the feats of the Douglasses. But 
] see thou art determined to keep thine own faith, nor can I blame 
thee, since the wonderful turns of fate which liave attended this 
fortress, are sufficient to warrant any one to w£.lch for wl.at seem 
the peculiar indications of the will of Heaven [ but Ihou mavft 
believe, good minstrel, th.it the fault shall rot be mine, if the young 
DougUu shall have opportunity to exercise bis cookery upon a^ 
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second ecJition of his family larder, or to proAt by the predictions 
of Tliomas the Rhymer." 

" I do not doubt due circumspection upon your own part and Sir 
John de Walton's," said Bertram : " but there is no crime in my 
spying that Heaven can accomplish its own purposes. 1 look upoa 
Douglas Castle as in some degree a fated place, and I long to see 
what changes time tnav have made in it during the currency of 
twenty years. Above all, I desire to secure, if passible, the volunie 
(,f this Thomas of Erceldoun, having in it such a fund of forgotten 
minsirelsy, and of prophecies respecting the future fates of ibe 
Biiiish kingdom, both northern and southern." 

The kni^lit made no answer, but rode a little space forward, 
Iteeping the upper part of the ridge of the water, by which the road 
down the vale seemed to be rather sharply conducted. It at length 
attained the summit of an acclivity of considerable length. From 
this point, and behind a conspicuous rock, which appeared to have 
been pushed aside, as it were, like the scene of a theatre, to admit 
a view of the under part of the valley, the travellers beheld th» 
extensive vale, parts of which have been already shown in detail 
but which, as the river became narrower, was now entirely laid bare 
in its height and depth as far as it extended, and displayed in its 
precincts, at a lliile di^tn.nce from the course of the stream, the 
towering and lordly castle to which it gave the name. The nijst 
which continued to encumber the valley with its fltecy clouds, 
showed imperfectly the rude fortificaiions which served to defend 
the small town of Douglas, which was strong enough to repel a 
desultory attack, but not to withstand what was called in those 
days a formal siegt The most striking feature was its church, an 
ancient Gothic pile raised on an eminence in the centre of the 
town, and even then extremely ruinous. To the left, and lying in 
the distance, might be seen other towers and battlements r and, 
divided from the town by a piece ofaiiificial water, which extended 
almost around it, arose the Dangerous Castle of Dou;.'lis. 

Slemly was it fortified, aficr the fashion of the middle ages, «idl 
donjon and battlements ; displaying, above others, the tall toweiv 
which bore the name of Lord Henry's, or the Clifford's Tower. 

'' Yonder is the c.istle," said Aymer de Valence, extending' 
his arm, with a smile of triumph upon his brow; "thou ttiayst 
judge thyself, whether the defences added to it under the ClifTord 
are likely to render its next capture a more easy deed tbaa tltt 
last " 

The minstrel barelyshook his head, and quoted from the Psalio. 
ist — ■" /i'isi Doiiiiniii custodUt." Nor did he prosecute the dis- 
coursej though Dc Valence answered eagerly, " My own cditioa iif 
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thetatt is not very different from thine ; but, methinks, thou 
more spiritually-minded than can always be predicated of a 
deriig minstreL' 

" God knows," said Bertram, " that if I, or such as I, are forget- 
ful of the finder of Providence in accomplishing its purposes in 
this lower world, we have heavier blame than that of other people, 
since we are perpetually called upon, in the exercise of our fanciful 
profession, to admire the turns of fate which bring good out of 
evil, and which render those who think only of their own passions 
and purposes the executors of the will of Heaven." 

" I do submit to what you say, Sir Minstrel," answered the 
knight, " and It would be unlawful to express any doubt of the 
truths which you speak so solemnly, any more th.in of your own 
belief in them. Let me add, sir, that I think 1 have power enough 
in this garrison to bid you welcome, and Sir John de Walton, I 
hoTie, will not refuse access to hall, ensile, or knight's bower, to a 
person of your profession, and by whose conversation we shall, 
perhaps, profit somewhat. I cannot, however, lead you to expect 
such indulgence for your son, considering the present state of his 
hcTitih ; but if I procure him the privilege to remain at the convent 
of baint Bride, he will be there unmolested and in safety, until you 
have renewed your acquaintance with Douglas Dale and its history, 
and are disposed la set forward on your journey." 

" I embrace your honour's proposal the more willingly, " said the 
minstrel, " that I can recompense the Father Abbot." 

"A main point with holy men or women," replied De Valence, 
" who, in lime of warlare, subsist by affording the visitors of their 
shrine the means of maintenance in their cloisters for a passing 

The patty now approached the sentinels on guard at the castle, 
who were closely and thickly stationed, and who respectfully ad- 
mitted Sir Aymer de Valence, as next in command under Sir John 
de Walton. Fablan^for so was tlie young squire named who 
attended on De Valcnce^mentioned it as his master's pleasure 
that the minstrel should also be admitted. 

An old archer, however, looked hard at the minstrel as he fol- 
lowed Sir Aymer. " It is not for us," said he, " or any of our 
degree, lo oppose the pleasure of Sir Aymer de Valence, nephcwr 
to the Earl of Pembroke, in such a mailer; and for us. Master 
Fabian, welcome are yoti to make the gleeman your companion 
both at bed and board, as well as your visitant, a week or two at 
the Castle of Douglas ; but your worship is well aware of the strict 
order of watch laid upon us, and if Solomon, King of Israel, were 
to come here as a travelling minstrel, by my faith I durst toii. ^i« 
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unkss I had positive authority from Sir Johiif 
Walton." ^^ 

" Do you doubt, sirrah," said Sir Aymer de Valence, who re- 
lumed on hearing an altercation betwixt Fabian and the archer — 
" do you doubt that I have good authority to entertain a suest, or 
do you presume to contest it ? " 

" Heaven forbid ! " said the old man, " that I should presume (o 
place my own desire in opposition to your worship, who has so 
lately and so honourably acqviired your spurs ; but in this maiiet I 
must think whnt will be the wish of Sir John de Walton, who is 
your governor. Sir Knight, as well as mine ; and so far I hold it 
worth while to detain your guest until Sir John return from a ride 
to the outposts of the castle ; and this, I conceive, being tny duty, 
will be no matter of olTcnce to your worship." 

" Mcthinks," said the knight, " it is saucy in Ihee to suppose that 
my commands can have any thing in them improper, or coniradLC* 
tory to those of Sir John de WaUon ; thou mayst trust to me al 
least that thou shalt come to no harm. Keep this ma.n in the 
guard-room ; let him not want good cheer, and when Sir John de 
Walton returns, report him as a person admitted by my invitaiion, 
and if any thing more be wanted to make out your excuse, 1 shall 
not be reluctant in stating it to the governor." 

The archer made a signal of obedience with the pike which be 
held in his hand, and resumed the grave and solemn manner of a 
sentinel upon his post. He first, however, ushered in the minstrrJ, 
ftsd furnished him with food and liquor, speaking at the same tine 
to Fabian, who remained behind. The smart young stripling hosl 
become very proud of late, in consequence of obtaining the nanw 
of Sir Aymer's squire, and advancing a step in chivaliY, as Sic 
Aymer himself, had, somewhat earlier than the usual pL'riod, beea 
advanced from squire to knight. 

" I tell thee, Fabian," said the old archer, (whose gravity, s3<ra> 
city, and skill in his vocation, while they gained him the co«t< 
fidcnce of all in the castle, subjected him, as he himself saii^ 
occasionally to the ridicule of the young coxcombs ; and at the 
same lime, we may add, rendered him somewhat prnEmaiic and 
punctilious towards those who stood higher than himself in birth 
and rank ;) " I tell thee, Fabian, thou wilt do thy master, Sbt 
Aymer, good service, if thou wilt give him a hint to suQ^ ■■ 
old archer, man-at-arms, or such like, to give him a fair mmt 
civil answer respecting that which he commands ; for undoubtedly 
it is not in the first score of a man's years that he learns ihi 
various proper forms of military service ; and Sir John de W^ 
too, a most excellent commander no doubt, is one earnestly k 



de W^M 

csUy^B 



I 



CASTLE DANGIiROUS. BIS 

on pursuing the strict line of his duty, and will be rigorously 
severe, as well, believe me, with thy master as with a lesser 
person. Nay, he also possesses that ieal for his duty which in- 
duces him 10 throw blame, if there be the slinhtest ground for 
ii, upon Aymer de Valence himself, although his uncle, the Earl 
of Pembroke, was Sir John Ue Walton's steady patron, and laid 
Ihc begimiing of hi? good fortune; for all which, by training up 
his nephew in the true discipline of the French wars, Sir John 
has taken the best way of showing himself grateful to the old 
Earl." 

"Be it as you will, old Gilbert Greenleaf," answered Fabian, 
'■'tliou knoweat I never quarrel with thy sermonizing, and there- 
fore give me credit for submitting to many a lecture from Sir 
John de Walton and thyself; but thou drivest this a little loo 
!nr, if thou canst not let a day pass without givins me a (logging. 
Credit me, Sir John de Waltcn will not thank thee, if thou term 
him one too old to remember that he himself had once some 
green sap in his veins. Ay, thus it is, the old man wilt not 
forget that he has once been young, nor the young that he must 
some day be old; and so the one changes his manners into the 
lingering formality of advanced age, and the other remains like 
a midsummer torrent swoln with rain, every drop of water in it 
noise, froth, and overflow. There is a maxim for thee, Gilbert I 
— Heardest thou ever better? hang it up amidst thy axioms of 
wisdom, and see if it will not pass among them like fifteen to 
the do/en. It will serve to bring thee off, man, when the wine- 
pot (thine only fault, good Gilbert) hath brought thee on occasion 
into something of a scrape." 

" Best keep it for thyself, good Sir Squire," said the old man ; 
" methinks it is more like to stand thyself one day in good stead. 
Wlio evef heard of a knight, or of the wood of which a knight is 
made, and that is a squire, being punished corporally like a poor 
old archer or horseboy ? Your worst fault will be mended by som; 
of these witty sayings, and your best service will scarce be 
rewarded more thankfully than by giving thee the name of 
Fabian the Fabler, or some such witty title." 

Having unloosed his repartee to this extent, old Greenleaf re- 
sumed a certain acidity of countenance, which may be said to 
characterise those whose preferment hath become frozen under the 
influence of the slowness of its progress, and who display a general 
spleen against such as have obtained the advancement foT which 
all are struggling, earlier, and, as they suppose, with less merit than 
their own. From time to time the eye of the old sentinel stole 
(rom the top of his pike, and with aa ak at U'\Mt&^^ \«%c&. -u^^'^ 
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ttie young man FabiAn, as if to see how dHply the wound had 
galled him, while at ihe snme lime he held himself on the alen to 
perform whniever mechanical duty his post niiglit require. Both 
Fabian and his master were at the happy period of life when such 
discontent as that of the grave archer alTected them lightly, and, 
ai the very worst, was considered as tlie Jest of an old man and a 
good soldier ; the more especially, as he was ahvays willing to do 
the duty of his companions, and was much trusted by Sir John do 
Walton, who, though very much younger, had been bred up like 
Grecnlt^af in the wars of Edward the First, and was tenacious in 
upholding strict dlsciplini:, which, sinC£ ihe death of that great 
monarch, had been considerably neglected by the young and warm- 
blooded valour of England. 

Meantime it occurred lo Sir Aymer de Valence, that though in 
displaying the usual degree of hospit.iliiy shown to such a man 
as Bertram, he had merely d^ne what was becoming his own rank, 
as one possessed of the highest honours of chivalry^ the self- 
' styled minstrel mijht not in reality be a man of that worth which 
Ije assumed. There was certainly something in his conversation, 
at least more grave, if not more austere, than was common to those 
of his calhng ; and when he recollected many points of Sir John 
de Wahon's minuteness, a doubt arose in his mind, that the gover- 
nor might not approve of fiis having introduced Into the casUe a 
person of Oeriram's character, who was capable of making obser- 
vations from which the garrison might afterwards feel much danger 
and inconvenience. Secretly, therefore, he resrctted that he had 
not fairly intimated lo the wandering minstrel, that his receptioa, 
or Ihat of any slranger, within the Dangerous Castle, was not at 
present permitted by the circumstances of the limes. In this case, 
the express line of his duty would have been his vindication, and 
instead, perhaps, of discountenance and blame, he would have had 
praise and honour from his superior. 

With these thoughts passing through his mind, some tacit 
apprehension arose oi a rebuke on the part of his commanding- 
ofliccr ; for this officer, notwithstanding his strictness, Sir Ayincr 
lo\ed as well as feared. He went, therefore, towards the guard- 
room of ihe casilc, under the pretence of seeing that the riles 
of hospitality had been duly observed lon'ards his lale travelling 
companion. The minstrel arose respectfully, and from the manner 
in which he paid his compliments, seemed, if he had not ex- 
pected this call of enquiry, at least to be In no degree surprised 
■t it. Sir Aymer, on il;e other hand, assumed an air somethinf; 
more dis[ant than he had yet used towards ISertram, and In r»' 
Kiting to his former invitation, he now so far qualified It «s|[ 






CASTLE DANGEROUS. 

■ay, that the minstrel knew that he was only second in command, 
and that cfTectual permission lo enter the castle oujjht to be san^ 
tioned by Sir John dc Wahon. 

There is a civil way of seeming to believe any apology which 
people are disposed to receive ill p.-iyment, without alleging suspi- 
cion of its currency. The minstrel, therefore, tendcied his thanks 
for the civility which had so far been shown to him. " It was a 
mere wish of passing curiosity," he said, " which, if not granted, 
could be attended with no consequences eit' 
disagreeable to him. Thomas of Erceldoun was, according to the 
Welsh triads, one of the three bardi of Britain, who never stained 
a spear with blood, or was guiltyeither of taking or retaking castles 
and fortresses, and thus far not a person likely, after death, to be 
suspected of such warlike feais. But I can easily conceive why Sir 
John de Walton should have allowed the usual rites of hospitality 
to fall into disuse, and why a man of public character like myself 
ought r.ol to desire food or lodging where it is accounted so dan- 
gerous ; and it can surprise no one why the governor did not even 
invest his worthy young lieutenant wiilt the power of dispensing 
with so strict and unusual a rule." 

These words, very coolly spoken, had something of the effect of 
aflronling the young knight, as insinuating, that he was not held 
sufficienliy trustworthy by Sir John de Walton, with whom he had 
lived on terms of alTcclion and familiarity, though the governor 
had attained his thirtieth year and upwards, and his lieutenant did 
not yet write himself one-.ind-twenty, the full age of chivalry h.iving 
been in his case particularly dispensed with, owing to a feat of 
eaily manhood. Ere he had fully composed the angry thoughts 
which were chafing in his mind, the sound of a huniing-buglc was 
heard at the gate, and from the son of general siir «'hjeh it spread 
through the garrison, it was plain that the governor had returned 
from his ride. Every senltnel, seemingly animated by his presence, 
shouldered his pike more uprightly, gave the word of the post 
more sharply, and seemed more fully awake and conscious of his 
duty. Sir John de Walton having alighted from his horse, asked 
GreenJeaf what had passed during his absence ; the old archer 
thought it his duty to say, that a minstrel, who seemed hke a 
Scotchman, or wandering borderer, had been admitted into the 
casile, while his son, a lad sick of the pestilence so much talked 
of, had been left for a time at the .Abbey of Snini Hridc. This hi 
said on Fabian's information. The archer added, that the f;ilh< 
was a man of talc and sang, who could keep the »liole gaiTisnn 
amused, witlioul giving them leave to attend to their own busi- 
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"We want no su'h devices to pass the lime," answered the 
governor [ "' and we would have been belter satisfied if our lieuten- 
ant had been pleased to find us other guests, and titter for a direct 
and frank com muni cat ion, than one ivlio, by his profession is a 
detractor of Uod and a deceiver of man." 

" Yet," said the old soldier, who could hardljr listen even to his 
commander wiihout indulging the humour of contradiction, "I 
have heard your honour intniiate that the trade of a minstrel, when 
it is justly acted up to, is as worthy as even the degree of knight- 
hood itself." , 

" Such it may have been in former days," answered the knight J 
" but in modern minstrelsy, the duly of rendering the art an ia- 
centive lo virtue is forgotten, and it is well if the poetry which fired 
our fathers to noble deeds, does not now push on their children lo 
such as are base and unworthy. But 1 will speak upon this to my 
friend Aynier, than whom 1 do not know a more excellent, or a 
more high-spiiitcd young man." 

Whik discoursing with the archer in this manner, Sir John de 
Walton, of a tall and handsome Hgure, advanced and stood within 
the ampli! arch of the guard-rooin chimney, and was listened to io 
reverential silence by trusty Gilbert, who filled up with nods and 
BJ^ns, as an attentive auditor, the pauses in tlie conversation. The 
conduct of another hearer of what passed was not equally respect 
ful, but, from his position, he escaped observation, 

This third person was no other than the squire Fabian, who waa 
concealed from observation by his position behind the hob, or pnv 
jccting portion of the old-fashioned fireplace, and hid himself yet 
more carefully when he heard the conversation between the governor 
and the archer turn to the prejudice, as be thought, of his nutter. 
1'he squire's employment at this time, was the ser\'ile task of 
cbaning Sir Ayitier's arms, which was conveniently performed by 
heating, upon the projection already speciiied, the pieces of steA 
armour for the usual thin coating of varnish. He could Dot, theti^ 
fore, if he should be discovered, be considered as guilty of amj 
thing insolent or disrespectful. He was belter screened from view, 
us a thick smoke arose from a quantity of oak panelling, carved ia 
many cases with the ciest and achievements of the Douglas family, 
which being the fuel nearest at hand, lay smouldering in tha 
chimney, and gathering to a blaze. 

The governor, unconscious of this addition to his audience, pur- 
sued his tonvcrsaiion with Gilbert Greenleaf: "I need not tdl 
you," he said, " that I am interested in the speedy termination of 
this siege or blockade, with which Doughs continues to threatea 
us ; my owa honour and affections arc engaged in keeping this 
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Dangerous Cas:Ie safe in England's behalf, but I am troubled at the 
adniiMinn of this stranger; and young De VaUnce would have 
acted more strictly in the line of his duty, if he had refused ta 
this wanderer any communication with this gaiiiiioii without my 
permission." 

" Pity it is," replied old Greenleaf, shaking his head, " that ihii 
good-natured and gall:kni young knight is somewhat drawn aside 
by the rash advices of his squire, the boy Fabian, who has 
bravery, but as little steadiness in him as a bottle of fermented 
small beer." 

" Now hang thee," thought Fabian to himself, " for an old relic 
of the wars, stuffed full of conceit and warlike terms, like tlie 
soldier who, to keep himself from the cold, has lapped himself so 
close in a tattered ensign for a slielier, that his very outside may 
show nothing but rags and blaionrj." 

" 1 would not think t«i:e of the matter, were the parly less dear 
to me," said Sir John de Walton. " But I would fjin be of use to 
this young man, even although I should purchase his improvement 
in mililary knowledge al the expense of giving him a little pain. 
Experience should, as it were, be burnt in upon the mind of a 
young man, and not merely impressed by marking the lines of 
his chart out for him with chalk ; 1 will remember the hint you, 
Greenleaf, have given, and take an opportunity of severing these 
two young men ; and though 1 most dearly love the one, and am 
far from wishing ill to the oilier, yet at present, as you well hint, 
the blind is leading the blind, and ihe young knight has for his 
assistant and counsellor too young a squire, and th.it must be 
aniendcd." 

" Marry ! out upon ihec, old palmer-worm ! " said the page within 
himself ; " have 1 found tliee in the verj- f^ict of mahgmng myself 
and my roaster, as it is thy nature to do towards all the hopeful 
young buds of chivalry f If ii were not to dirty the arms of an 
£/hv of chivalry, by measuring ihem with one of thy rank, I might 
honour ihec wiih a knightly invitation to the field, while the scandal 
which thou bast spoken is siill foul upon thy tongue ; as it is, thou 
■ball not carry one kind of language publicly in the casilc, and 
snoiher before the governor, upon the fooling of having served 
with him under ihe banner of Longshanks. I will carry to my master 
this tale of thine evil inientions ; and when we have concerted 
together, ii shall appear whether the youthful spirits of the gatrison 

Lor the grey beards are most likely to be the hope and protection of 
this same Castle of DouKlns.'" 
It is enough lo say that Fabian pursued his purpose, in carrjing 
to bis touter, ajut in no very good humour, the report of what had 



I 



I 




pEissed between Sir John cle Walton and the old soldier. He sue- 
ceeded in representing ihe whole as a formal offence intended to 
Sir Aymer de Valence ; while all tliat the governor did to remove 
the suspicions entertained by the young knight, could not in any 
respect bring him lo take a kindly view of the feelings of his com- 
mandtr towards him. He retained the impression which he had 
formed (rom Fabian's recital of what he bad heard, and did not 
think he was doing Sir John de Walton any injustice, in supposing 
him desirous to engross the greatest share of the fame acquired in 
the defence of the cystic, and llirusling back his companions, who 
rnight reasonably pretend to a f>iir portion of it. 

The mother of mischief, says a Scottish proverb, is no bigger 
than a midge's Ming.* In this matter of quarrel, neiihcr the young 
man nor the older knight had afforded each other any just cause oi 
offence. De Walion was a strict observer of military discipline, 
in which he had been educati'd from his extreme youth, and by 
which he was almost as completely ruled as by his natural dispo- 
sition ; and his present siiuaiion added force to bis original 
education. 

Common report had even exaggerated the military skill, the love 
of adventure, and the great variety of enterprise, ascribed to 
James, the young Lord of Douglas. He had, in the eyes of this 
Southern garrison, the faculties of a liend, rather than those of a 
mere mortal ; for if the English soUlicrs cursed the tedium of the 
perpetual watch and ward upon the Dangerous Castle, uhich 
admitted of no relaxation from the severity of extreme duty, they 
agreed that a tall form was sure to appear to them with a baiUe-axe 
in his hand, and entering into conversation in the most insinuaiin; 
manner, never failed, with an ingenuity and eloquence equal to that 
of a fallen spirit, to recommend to the discunienied sentinel some 
mode in which, by giving his assistance to betray the English, he 
might set himself at hberty. The variety of these devices, and tbe 
frequency of their recurrence, kept Sir John de Walton's anxiety so 
perpetually upon the streicli, that he at no time thought himself 
exactly out of the niack Douglas's reach, nny more than the good 
Christian supposes himself out of reach of the wiles of the Devil ; 
while every new temptation, instead of confirming his hope, seems 
to announce that the immediate retreat of the Evil One will be 
followed by some new attack yet more ciinnin!;ly devised. Under 
this general st.ite of anxiety and apprehension, the temper of tbe 
governor changed somewhat for ihe worse, and they who loved him 
best, regretted most that he became addicted to complain of tbe 
want of diligence on the part of those, who, neither invested with 
lesponsibility like his, nor animated by the hope of such splendid 
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rewards, did not entertain the same degree of watchful and inces- 
sant suspicion as himself. The soldiers muttered thai the vigilance 
of their governor was marked with severity ; the officers end men 
of rank, of whom there were several, as the castle ivas a renowned 
■chool of anns, and there was a certain merit attained even by 
serving within its walls, compUincd, at the same time, that Sir John. 
de Walton no longer made parties for hunting, for hawking, or for 
«ny purpose whicli miglit soften the rigours of warfare, and suffered 
nothing to go forward but the precise discipline of ibe castle. On 
the other hand, it may be usually granted, that the castle is well 
kept where the governor is a disciDlinarian ; and where feuds and 
personal quarrels are found in the garrison, the young men are 
usually more in fault than those whose greater experience has 
convinced them of the necessity of using the strictest precau- 



A generous mind— and such was Sir John de Walton's — is often 
in this nay chan^-ed and corrupted by the habit of over- vigilance, 
and pushed beyond its natural limits of candour. Neither was Sir 
Aymer de Valence free from a similar change ; suspicion, though 
from a different cause, seemed also to threaten to bias his open and 
noble disposition, in those qualities which had hitherto been proper 
to him. It was in vain that Sir John de Walton studiously sought 
opportunities to give his younger friend indulgences, which at times 
were as far extended as the duty of the garrison permitted. The 
blow was struck ; the alarm had been given to a proud and fiery 
temper on both sides ; and while de Valence entertained an opinion 
Ifint he was unjustly suspected by a friend, who was in several 
respects bound lo him, De Walton, on the other hand, was led to 
conceive that a young man, of whom he took a charge as affec- 
tionate as if be had been a son of his own, and who owed to his 
lessons what he knew of warfare, and what success he had obtained 
in life.had taken offence at trifles, and considcredhimself ill treated- 
on very inadequate grounds. The seeds of disagreement, thus sown 
between them, failed not, like the tares sown by the Enemy amonj 
the wheat, lo pass from one class of the garrison to another ; the 
soldiers, though without Ewiy belter reason than merely to pass the 
time, took different sides between their governor and his young 
lieutenant ; and so the ball of contention being once thrown up 
bet>vecn ihcm, never lacked soiae onu or oUicc u> lieep it ia 



Alas ! they tiad been friends in youth i 
But whispering tongues can poison ttuth 
And constancy lives in realms above ; 

And life is thorny, and youth is vain ; 
And to be wroth with one we love, 

Dotli work like madness in the brain. 
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^^M Each spoke wonls of high disdain, 

^H And insult to his heart's dear brother, 

^H But never either found another 

^H To free the hollow heart from paining— 

^H They stood aloof, the scars remaining, 
^H Like clitfs which had been rent asunder |. 

^H A dreary sea now flows between, 
^H But neither heat, nor frost, nor thunder, 

^M Shall whiilly do away, I ween, 

^m The marks of that which once hath been. 
H CkrislabelU of CoLERIDGI 

^ In prosecution of the intention which, when his blood w _^ 

seemed to him wisest. Sir John de Walton rescilved that he woutd 
go to the verge of indulgence with his lieutenant and his young 
officers, furnish them with every species of amusement which the 
place rendered possible, and make them ashamed of their discon- 
tent, by overloading ihem with courtesy. The first time, therefore, 
that he saw Aymer de Valence after his return to the castle, he 
addressed him in high spirits, whether real or assumed. 

" What thinkest thou, my young friend," said De Walton, " if we 
try some of the woodland sports proper, they say, to this coutitry I 
There are Slill in our neighbourhood some herds of the Caledcnian 
breed of wild cattle, which are nowhere to be found except among 
the mooriands— the black and ruR^ed frontier of what «as an- 
ciently called the Kingdom of Strath-Clyde. There are some 
hunters, too, who have been accustomed to the sport, and who 
vouch that these animals are by far the most bold and fierce sub- 
jects of chase in the island of Briiain." 

" You will do as you please," replied Sir Aymer, coldly ; " but it 
is not I, Sir John, who would recomiiiend, for the sake of a hunting 

natch, that you should involve the whole garrison in danger ; yon 

know best the responsibilities incurred by your office here, and no 
doubt must have hcedfully attended to theni before maldus a pro- 
posal of such a nature." 
'/ do indeed know my own duty," replied De Walton, ofTcai 
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in lum, "and might be allowed to think of yours also, without 
assuming more than my own share of responsibility j but it sccnis 
to me as if the commander of ihis Dangerous Ca.stle, among other 
inabilities, were, as old people in this country say, subjected to a 
Bpell— and one which renders it impossible for him to guide his 
conduct so as lo afford pleasure to those whom he is most desirous 
to oblige. Not a great many weeks since, whose eyes would have 
sparkled hke those of Sir Aymcr de Valence at the proposal of a 
general hunting-match after a new object of game j and now vxliat 
is his bearing when such sport is proposed, merely, I think, to dis- 
appoint rny purpose of obliging him? — a cold acquiescence drops 
half frozen from his lips, and he proposes to go to rouse the wild 
catile with an air of gravity, as if he were undertaking a pilgrimags 
to llie tomb of a martyr." 

" Not so. Sir John," answered the young knight. " In our present 
situation we stand conjoined in more charges than one, and alihougiv 
tht greater and controlling trust, is no doubt laid upon you as the 
elder and abler knight, yet still 1 feel that I myself have my own 
share of a serious responsibility. I trust, therefore, you wdl in< 
dulgently hear my opinion, and bear with it, even though it should 
appear to have relation to that'part of our common charge which is 
nioie especially inlruslcd lo your keeping. The dignity of kni);ht- 
hood which 1 have the honour to share with you, the accolade laid 
on my shoulder by the royal Plantagenet, entitles me, meihinka, to 
so much grace." 

" 1 cry you mercy," said the elder cavalier ; " I forgot how im- 
portant a person I had before me, dubbed by King Edward him- 
self, who was moved no doubt by special reasons to confer such an 
early honour ; and I certainly feel that I overstep my duty when I 
propose anything that savouis like idle sport to a person of such 
grave pretensions." 

"Sir John de Walton," retorted IJe Valence, "wc have had 
something too much of this^ct it stop here. All that I mean to 
say is, that in this wardship of Douglas Castle, it will not be b)- my 
consent, if any amusement, which distinctly infers a relaxation of 
discipline, be unnecessarily engaged in, and especially such as 
cumpcis us to summon lo our assistance a number of ihc Scots, 
whose evil disposition towards us we well know j nor will I, though 
my years have rendered me liable to such suspicion, suffer anything 
of this kind to be imputed to roe j and if unfortunately— though I 
am sure I know not why— wc are in future to lay aside those bonds 
of familiar friendship which formerly linked us to each other, yet I 
sec no reason why we should not bear ourselves in our necessary 
commuoi cations like knights and geatlcmen, and put the best coiv> 
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^B Etruction on ench other's motives, since there can be no reason (or 

^M imputing the ivorst to anything ih.it comes from either of us." 

^K " Vou may be right. Sir Aymer de Valence," said the governor, 

^B bending silfHy ; " and since you say we are ro longer bound ^o 

^M each other as friends, you may be certain, nevcrtbeles:), that I will 

^P never permit a hostile feeling, of which you are the object, to occupy 

my bosom. You have been lonp, and 1 hope not uselessly, my 
pupil in the duties of chivalry. You are the near relation of the 
Earl of Pembroke, my kind and con5tant patron, and if these 
circum5(:inces are well weighed, they form a connexion which it 
would be difficult, at least for me. to break through. If you feci 
yourself, as you seem to intimate, less strictly lied by former obli- 
gations, you must take your own choice in fixing our relations 
towards each other." 

"1 can only say," replied De Valence, "that my conduct will 
naturally be regulated by your own ; and you, Sir John, cannot 
hope more devoutly than I do, that our military duties may be 
fairly dischai^ed, without interfering with our friendly inter- 

The knights here parted, after a conference which once or twice 
had very nearly lerminateil in a full and cordial explanation ; but 
siill there n'as wanting one kind heartfelt word from either, to break, 
as it were, the ice which was fast freeiing upon their intercourse, 
and neither chose to be the first in making the necessary advances 
with sufficient cordiahty, though each would have gladly done so, 
had the other appeartd desirous of meeting it with the same ardour 
but their pride was loo high, and prevented either from saying 
what might at once have put them upon an open and manly (oot- 
ing. They parted, therefore, without a^ain returning to the subject 
of the proposed dlvfrsion ; untU it was afterwards restimed in a 
formal nute, praying Sir Aymer de Valence to accompany the com- 
mandant of Dnuijlas Castle upon a sclcmn hunting. match, which 
had (or its object the wild cattle of the neighbouring dale. 

The time of meeting was appointed at six in the morning, 
beyond the gate of the outer barricade ; and the chase was declared 
to be ended in the afternoon, when the recliaU should be blawii 
beneath the grent oak, known by the name of Sholio's Club, which 
stood a remarkable object, where Dou^::las Dale was bourMled bf 
several scattered trees, the outskirts of the forest and hill coumij. 
The usual warning was sent out to the common people, or van^ 
of the district, which they, notwithstanding their feeling of antipoifay, 
received in general with delight, upon the great F.picurean princi[ie 
oicarpe diem, that is to say, in whatever circimiilanccs it happens 
la pxseat itselfi be sure you lose no racieoUou wbidt life a ~ ' 



CASTLE DANGKROU3. oaj 

A huntrng-match has still its attractions, even ihough an English 
knight take bis pleasure in the woods of the Douglas. 

It was no doublaffliciing to these faithful vassals, to acknowledge 
Bnotlier lord than the redoubled Doujitas, and to wait by wood and 
river at Ihc command of English officers, and in the company of 
iheir archers, whom ihey accounted their natural enemies. Stiil it 
was the only species of amusement which had been permitted them 
for a long time, and they were not disposed to omit the rare op- 
portunity of joining in it The chase of the wolf, the wild boar, or 
even the timid stag, required sylvan arms ; the wild cattle still more 
demanded this equipment of war-bows and shnfts. boar-spcars and 
sharp swords, and other tools of the chase similar to those used in 
actual war. Considering this, the Scottish inhabitants were seldom 
allowed to join in the chase, except under regulations as to number 
and arms, and especially in preserving a balance of force on the 
side of the English soldiers, which was very offensive to them. 
The greater part of the garrison was tipon such occasions kept on 
foot, and several detachments, farmed according to the governor's 
direction, were stationed in dillercnt positions, in case any quairel 
tbould suddenly break ouL 



CHAPTER VII. 

The drivers thorough the wood went, 

For to raise the deer ; 
Bowmen bickered upon the bent, 

With tlieir broad arrows clear. 

The wylde thorough the woods went, 

On every side shear ; 
Grehounds thorough the groves glen^ 

For to kill thir deer. 

Ballad of Chny Chase, Old Edit. 

The appointed morning came in cold and raw, after the manner 
of the Scottish March weather. Dogs jelped, jawned, and 
shivered, and the huntsmen, though hardy and chcerfu] in ex- 
pectation of the day's sport, twitched their mawds, or Lowland 
plaids, close to their throats, and looked with some dismay at the 
mists which floated about the horizon, now threatening to sink 
down on the peaks and lidgts of prominent mountains, and now to 
thirt their position under the influence of some of the unccitua 
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galEs, which rose and fell alternately, as Ihcy swept along 1 

Neveitlieleas the appearance of the whole formed, as is usual in 
ftlmosl all deparlLiienli of the chase, a gay and a jovial speciai:l& 
A brief iruee seemed to have taken place between the nations, and 
the Scottish people appeared for the time rather as exhibiting the 
sports of their mountains in a friendly manner lo the accomplished 
knights and bonny archers of Old England, than as performing a 
feudal service, neither easy nor dignilied in itself, at the inscigatioa 
of usurping neighbours. The li^urcs of the cavaliers, now half 
seen, now exhibited fully, nnd at the height of strenuous exertion, 
according to the character of the dangerous and broken ground, 
particularly attracted the attention of the pedestrians, who, leading 
the dogs or beating the thickets, dislodged such objects of chase as 
they found in ihe dingles, and kept their eyes fixed upon their com- 
panions, rendered mare remarkable from being mounted, and the 
speed at which they urged their horses ; the disregard of all 
accidents being as perrect as Melton Mowbray itseif, or any other 
noted field of hunters of the present day, can exhibit. 

The principles on which modern and ancient hunting were con- 
ducted, are, however, as different as possible. A fox, or even a 
hare is, in our own d.iy, considered as a sufHcicnt apology fur a 
day's exercise to forty or fifty dogs, and nearly as many men aad 
horses ; but the ancient chase, even though not terminatiitgi ^s it 
often did, in battle, carried with it objects more important, and an 
interest immeasurably more stirring. If indeed one species of 
exercise can be pointed oi it as more universally exhilarating and 
engrossing than otliers, it is certainly that of the chase. The poor 
overlabouied drudge, who has served out his day of li/e, and 
wearied all his energies in the service of his fellow-morlals— be who 
has been for many ywrs Ihe slave of agricuhure, or (still worse) of 
manufactures — engaged in raising a single peck of com from ye^r 
to year, or in the monotonous labours of the desk— can hatdly 
remain dead to Ihe general happiness when the chase sweeps |K^st 
him with hound and horn, and for a moment feels all ihe exuUaiioa 
of the proudest cavalier who pariaUcs the amusement. Lci any 
one who has witnessed the sight, recall to his Imagination the 
vigour and lively interest which he has seen Inspired into a village, 
including the oldest and feeblest of its inhabttaoui. la tlic wocda 
of Wordsworth, it is, on such occasions, 




• Up, Timothy, up with your staff and away, 
Not a soul will remain in the vitl.ige lo-day . 
The hare has just started from Hamilton's ground^ 
And Sbdda* is glad with the cry of the hounds.* 
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But compnrc ihese inspiring sounds to the burst of a whole 
feudal population enjoyins the sport, whose lii'es, instead of being 
spent ii) (he monoionous toil of modem avocations, have tieea 
aKiialed by the haiards of war, and of the chase, its near resem- 
blance, and you must necessarily suppose that the excitation is ex- 
tended, like a fire which catches to dry heath. To use the common 
expression, borrowed from another amusement, all is fish that 
cniiies in the nirl on such occasions. An ancient hun tin";- match 
(the nature of the carnage excepted) was almost equal to a modern 
battle, when the strife took place on the surfaceof a varied and un- 
equal country, A whole district poured fortli its inhabitants, who 
formed a ring of great extent, called technically a tinchel, and, 
advancing and narrowing their circle by degrees, drove before tlicm 
the alarmed animals of every kind ; all and each of which, as tliey 
btiist from the thicket or the moorland, were objects of the bow, 
the javelin, or whatever missile weapons the hunters possessed ; 
while others were run down and worried by large greyhounds, or 
more frequently brought to bay, when the more important persons 
prc.irnt claimed for themselves the pleasure of putting them to death 
with their chivalrous hands, incurring individually such danger as 
is inferred from a mortal contest even with the timid buck, when he 
is brought to the death-struggle, and has no choice but yielding his 
life or putting himself upon the defensive, by the aid of bis splendid 
anilers, and with all the courage of despair. 

The quantity of game found in Douglas Dale on this occasion 
was very considerable, for, as already noticed, it was a long time 
since a hunting up on a great scale had been attempted under the 
Douglasses themselves, whose misfortunes had commenced, several 
years before, witli those of their country. The English garrison, 
too, had not sooner judged themselves strong or numerous enough 
to exercise these valued feudal privileges. In the meantime the 
game increased considerably. The deer, the wild cattle, and the 
wild boars, lay near the foot of the mountains, and made frequent 
irruptions into the lower part of the vallej-, which in Douglas Dale 
bears no small resemblance to an oasis, surrounded by tangled 
woods, and broken moors, occasionally rocky, and showing Irirge 
tracts of that bleak dominion lo which wild creatures gladly escape 
when pressed by the neighbourhood of man. 

As the hunters traversed the spots which separated the field from 
the wood, there was always a stimulating uncertainty what sort of 
game was to be found, and the marksman, with his bow ready bent, 
or his javelin poised, and his good and well-bittcd horse thrown 
upon its h.iunches, ready for a sudden start, observed watchfully 
•hat should ruih from the covert, so that, were it deer, bo.ir. 




wild Btd^ ^ aaj otber spedes of gaioe, he miglit be n 

wdS, iriitcfc, on accoant of its r3V3~£s, t»s the most oI>- 
nmio M of tbc beasts of pny, did not, hovcrer, supply ibc degcec of 
d i re rak w vhidi Us saaie pnmusfd ; he usually fied far — in some 
jiKtanff* laaiiy rniks — before he took oxii^e to turn to bay, aad 
tbocgh focnwdaUc at sKh iiiaBMiit& destroying both do^ and mea 
by his letrible bh^ yet at otber times was lather despised for his 
cowardice. The boar, on tbe other hand, was a much more 
iiasciUe and wi ci Jg eo iB animaL 

The wild catde, tite most fonnidable of all tbe tettants of the 
ancient Caledonian forest, were, hovre^-er. to the Englisb caralien, 
by far tbe most interesiiRg objects of pursuit.* Altogether, the 
ringing of bugles, the daticting of horses' hoofs, the towing and 
belJowing of the enraged mountain cattle, the sobs of deer mangled 
by Ihroitiing dogs, the wild shouts of exultation of tbe men, — made 
« chorus which extended far through the scene in which it arose, 
and seemed to th^f^aten the inhabitants of the valley even in iis 
inmost recesses. 

During the course of the hunling. when a slag or a boar was 
expected, oue of the wild cattle often came rushing forward, bear- 
ing down the young trees, crashing the branches in its progress, 
and in general dispersing whatever opposition was presented to it 
by the hunters. Sir John de Wallon was the only one of the 
chivalry of ihe pjny who iodiWdualty succeeded in mastering one 
of ihese powerful animals. Like a Spanish lauridor, he bore down 
and killed with his lance a ferocious bull ; two well-grown calves 
and three kine were also slain, being unable to carry oflT the quan- 
tity of arrows, javelins, and other missiles, directed against them by 
the archers and drivers ; but many others, in spite of every cA- 
dcavour to intercept them, escaped to their gloomy haunts in the 
remote skiits of the mountain called Cairn table, with their hides 
well feathered wiih those marks of human enmity. 

A large ponion of the morning was spent in this way, until », 
particular blast Irom the master of ihe hunt announced that he 
had not forgot the discreet custom of ihc rcpjst, which, on such 
occasions, was provided for upon a scJle proportioned to the 
muliiiodc who had been convened to attend the sport. 

The blast peculiar to the time, assembled the whole party in 
an open space in a wood, where their numbers had room and 
accommodation to sit down upon the green turf, the slain ganw 
nfl'nrding a plentiful supply for roasting or broiling, an employ- 
mcnl in which ilie lower class were all immediately enga;;ed; 
while puoclictuu aitd pipes, placed in readili^^ and scici " 
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opened, supplied Cascoigne wine, and might)- ale, at the pleasure 
of those who chose lo appeal to them. 

The knights, whose rank did not admit of interference, were 
seated by themselves, and ministered to by iheir squires and pages, 
to whom such menial senices were not accounted c'is^'racefiil, but, 
on the contrary, a proper slep of their education. The number of 
those distinguished persons seated upon the preient occasion at the 
table of dais, as it was called, (in virtue of a canopy of green boughs 
with which it was overshadoaed,) comprehended Sir John de 
Walton, Sir Aymer de Valence, and some reverend brethren dedi- 
cated 10 the service of Saint Bride, who, though Scottish eccksU 
astics, were treated nith becoming respect by ilie English soldiers. 
One or two Scottish retainers or vavasours, maintaining, perhaps 
in prudence, a suitable deference to the English knights, sat at the 
bottom of the table, and as many English archcts, peculiarly re> 
spected by their superiors, were invited, according to the modera 
phrase, to the honours of the sitting. 

Sir John de Walton sat at the head of the table ; liis eye, though 
it seemed to have no certain object, yet never for a moment re- 
mained stationary, but glanced from one countenance to another of 
the ring formed by his guests, for such they all were, no douht, 
though he himself could hardly have told upon what principle he 
had issued the invitations ; and even apparently was at a loss to 
think what, in one or two cases, had procured him the honour of 
their presence. 

One person in particular caught De Walton's eye, as having the 
air of a redoubted man-at-arms, although it seemed as if fortune 
had not of late smiled upon his enterprises. He was a tall raw- 
boned man, of an extremely rugged countenance, and his skin, 
which showed itsdf through many a loupholc in his dress, ex- 
hibited a complexion which must have endured all the varieties of 
an outlawed life; and akin to one who had, according to the 
customary phrase, " ta'en the bent with Robin Uruce," in other 
words, occupied the moors with him as an insurgent. Some 
such idea certainly crossed De Walton's mind. Yet the apparent 
coolness, and absence of alarm, with which the stranger sat at the 
board of an English aflicer, at the same time being wholly in his 
power, had much in it which was irreconcilable with any such 
suggestion. De Walton, and several of those about him, had in 
the course of the day observed that this tattered cavalier, the most 
remarkable parts of whose garb and equipments consisted of an 
old coat-of-mail and a rusted yet massive partisan about eight feet 
long, was possessed of superior skill in the art of hunting lo any 
individual of their numerous party. The goixrnor having looked 
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at this suspicious figure until he had rendered the strarser aware of 
the special interest which he attraclcd, at length filled a goblci of 
choice wine, and requested him, as one of the best pupils of SLr 
Tristrcm who had attended upon the day's chase, lo pledge him 
in a vintage superior to that supplied to the general company. 

" 1 suppose, however, sir," said De Walton, " you will have no . 
cbjcctioDS to put off my challenge of a brimmer, until you caA 
answer my pledge in Gascoigne wine, which grew in the king's oivn 
demesne, was pressed for his own lip, and is therefore iitte£l 10 be 
emptied to his majesty's health and prosperity." 

" One half of the island of Britain," said the woodsman, wiih 
great composure, " will be of your honour's opinion ; but as I 
belong to the other half, even the choicest liquor in Gascony caonoi 
render that health acceptable to me." 

A murmur of disapprobation ran through the warriors present ; 
the priests hung ihcir heads, looked deadly grave, and muttered 
their paternosters. 

" You see, stranger," said De Walton sternly, " thai your speech 
discomposes the company." 

" It may be so," replied the man, in the same bljnt tone ; " and 
it may happen that there is no harm in the speech notwit^' 



t it is made in my prcse 






landin_ 

" Do you consider that 
De Walton. 

"Yes, Sir Governor." 

" And have you thought what must be the necessary infereooBl 
continued Ue Wahon. 

" I may form a round guess," answered the stranger. •■ win 
might have to fear, if your safe conduct and word of honour, wtie^" 
inviting me to this hunting, were less trustworthy than 1 know full 
well it really is. But I am your guest — your meat is even now 
passing my throat— your cup, filled with right good wine, I have 
just now quaffed olf^and I would not fear the rankest Pavnitn in- 
fidel, if we stood in such relation lojcihcr, much less an English 
kr.ight. I tell you, besides, ^Ir Knight, you undervalue the wine 
we have quaffed. The high flavour and contents of your cupi. Crow 
where it will, give me spirit lo tell you one or two circumstance^ 
which cold cautious sobriety would, in a moment like this, havfi 
left unsaid. You wish, I doubt not, to know who I ant? My 
christian name is M ichael— my surname is that of Turnbull, a re- 
doubled clan, to whose honours, even in the field of hunting or of 
battle, 1 have added something. My abode is beneath the tnouiH 
tain of Rubieslaw, by the fair streams of Teviot. You are surprised 
that I know how to hunt the wild cattle, — J, who liave made t~ 
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my sport from infancy in the lonely forests of Jed and Soulhdcan, 
and have killed more of them than you or any Englishman in your 
host ever saw, even if you include the doughty deeds of this 
day." 

The bold borderer made this declaration with the same provtik- 
ing decree ot coolness which predominated in his whole demeanour, 
and was indeed his principal attribute. His eifrontery did not fail 
to produce its effect upon Sir John de Walton, who instantly called 
out, "To arms! to arms !— Secure the spy and traitor! Hoi 
pages and yeomen — William, Anthony, Bend-the-bow, and Green- 
leaf— seize the traitor, and bind him with your bowstrings and dug- 
leashes — bind him, I say, until the blood start from beneath his 

" Here is a goodly summons ! " said Tiimbull, with a sort of 
horse-laugh. "Were I as sure of being answered by twenty men 
I could name, there would be small doubt of the upshot of this 

The archers thickened around the hunter, yet laid no hold on 
him, none of them being willing to be the first who broke the 
peace proper lo the occasion. 

" Tell me," said De Walton, " thou traitor, for what waitest thou 

" Simply and solely," said the Jed forester, " that I may deliver 
lip to the Douglas the caslle of his anccalors, and (hat I may 
ensure Ihce, Sir Englishman, the payment of thy deserts, by 
cutting that very throat which thou raakest such a bawling uss 
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At the same time, perceiving that ihe yec 
beliind him to carry their lord's command 
soon as they should be reiterated, the huntsman turned himself 
short round upon those who appeared about to surprise him, and 
having, by the suddenness of the action, induced them lo step back 
a pace, he proceeded — " Yes, John de Walton, my purpose was ere 
now to have put thee to death, as one whom I find in possession 
of that castle and territory which belong to my master, a knight 
much more worthy than thyself; but I know not why I have 
paused — thou hast given me food when 1 have hungered for twenty- 
four hours, I have not therefore had the heart to pay thee at advan- 
tage as thou hast deserved. Begone from this pince and country, 
and take the lair warning of a foe; thou hast constituted thyself 
tl:c morlal enemy of this people, nrd there are those among lliem 
who have seldom been injured or delicd with impunity. Take 
no care in searching alter me, — it will be in vain, — until I meet 
thee at ft time which will come at my pleasure, not ibine Push 
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not your inquisition into cruelty, to discover by what means T have 
deceived you, for it is impossible for you to learn ; and with this 
friemlly adi-ice, look at me and take your leave, for although we 
shall one d.iy meet, it may be long ere I see you again." 

De Walion remained silent, hoping that his prisoner, (for he saw 
no cliance of his escaping.) might, in his communicative humour, 
drop some more informaiion, and was not dcsiraus to precipitate 
a fray with which the scene was lilcdy to conclude, unconscious 
at the same lime of the advantage which he thereby gave the 
danng hunter. 

As TumbuU concluded his sentence, he made a sudderi spring 
backwards, which carried him out of the circle formed .iround liim, 
and before they were aware of his intention;, at once disappeared 
among the underwood. 

"Seiie him — seiie him!" repeated De Walton; 
him at least at our discretion, unless the earth has acti 
swallowed him." 

This indeed appeared not unlikely, for near the place where 
TurnbuU had niLiile the spring, there yawned a steep ravine, into 
which he plunged, and descended by the assistance of branches, 
bushes, and copsewood, until he reiched the bottom, where he 
found some road to the outskirts of the forest, through which he 
made his escape, leaving the most expert woodsmen among the 
pursuers totally at fault, and unable to trace bis footsteps. 
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CHAPTER VIII ^ 

This interlude carried some confusion into the proceedings of 
the hunt, thus suddenly surprised by the apparition of Michael 
TurnbuU, an armed and avowed follower of the House of Douglas, 
a sight so little to be expected in the territory where his master 
was held a rebel and a bandit, and where he himself must have 
been well known to most of the peasantry present. The circum- 
stance made an obvious impression on the English chivalrj'. Sir 
John de Walton looked grave and thoughtful, ordered the hunters 
to be assembled on the spot, and directed his soldiers to commence 
a strict search among the persons who had attended the chase, so 
as to discover whether TurnbuU had any companions among them; 
but it was too late lo make that enquiry in the strict fasliiai) uhich 
De Walton directed. 

The Scottish attendant! on the chase, when they beheld that the 
fcuntingj under pretence of which they wete caUcd together, i 
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tntemipled for the purpose of laying hands upon their persons, and 
■ubjccling ihem to examination, took care lo suit their nnswcrs to 
(he questions put to ihern ; in a word, they kept their own secret, 
if the/ had any. Many of them, conscious of being the weaker 
p.irty, became afraid of foul play, slipt away from the places to 
which they had been appoinled, and left the burning match like 
men who conceived Ihey had been invited with no friendly inient. 
Sir John de Walton became aware o( the decreasing numbers of 
the Scottish— ihcir gradual disappearance awakening in the English 
kni;^ht that degree of suspicion which had of late become his 
peculiar charifcterisilc 

" Take, I pray thee," said he to Sir Aymer de Valence, "as many 
men-at-arms as thou canst get together In five minutes' space, and 
at least a hundred of the mounted archers, and ride as fast as ihou 
canst, without pcrmining them to slragj;le from thy standard, lo 
reinforce the garrison of Douglas; for 1 have my own thoughts 
what may have been aiieropted on the castle, when we observe with 
our own eyes such a nest of traitors here assembled." 

"With reverence, Sir John," replied Aymer, " you shoot in (his 
tnatlcr rather beyond the mark. That the Scottish peasants have 
bad thoughts against us, I will be the last to deny ; but, long de- 
barred from any sylvan sport, you cannot wonder at their crowding 
to any diversion by wood or river, and still less at their being easily 
alarmed as la the certainty of the safe footing on which they stand 
with us. The least rough usage is likely to strike them with fear, 
and with the desire of esc.ipe, and so" ■ 

" And so," said Sir John de Walton, who had listened with a 
degree of impatience scarce consistent with the grave and formal 
politeness which one knight was accustomed to bestow upon 
another, "and so I would rather see Sir Aymer de Valence busy his 
horse's heels to execute my orders, than give his tongue the trouble 
of impugning them." 

At this sharp reprimand, all present looked at each other with 
indications of marked displeasure. Sir Aymer was highly offcndvd, 
but saw It was no time lo indulge in reprisal. He bowed until the 
feather which was in his barret-cap mingled with his horse's mane, 
and without reply — for he did not even choose to trust his voice In 
reply at the m omen i— headed a considerable body of cavalry by the 
■traightesi road back to the Castle of Douglas. 

When he came lo one of thoic eminences from which he could 
observe the massive and complicated lowers and walls of ihc old 
fortress, wiih the ghtter of Ihc broad lake which surrounded it on 
three sides, he felt much pleasure at the sight of the great banner 
of England, which streamed from the highest part of ilie buildin|^ 
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" I knew it," he internally said ; " I was certain that Sir John de 
Walton liad become a very woman in the indulgence of his fcars 
and suspicions. Alas 1 th.it a situation of responsibility should so 
much h<ive altered a disposition which I have known so noble and 
so knii^litly I By this good day, 1 scarce know in what manner I 
should demean me when thus publicly rebuked before the garrison. 
Cciiainly he deserves ihat I should, at some time or other,'let hiin 
understand, that, however he may triumph in the exercise of his 
short-lived command, 3-et, when man is to meet with man, it will 
puiile Sir John deWahon to show himself the superior of Ay mer de 
Valence, or perhaps to establish himself as his equa]. But if, en 
the contrary, his fL;ars, however fantastic, are sincere at the moment 
he expresses them, it becomes mc to obey punctually commands 
which, however absurd, arc imposed in consequence of the governor's 
belief that they are rendered necessary by the limes, and not Jnveo- 
tionsdesi^ned to vex and domineer over his officers in the indulgence 
of hia official powers, I would 1 knew wliich is the true statement 
of the case, and whether the once famed De Walton is become afraid 
of his enemies more than fits a kni^'ht, or makes imaginary doubts 
the pretext of lyranniimg over his friend. I cannot say it would 
make much difference to me, but I would rather have it that the 
man I once loved had turned a petty tyrant than a weak-spirited 
coward ; and I would be content that he should study to vex mt, 
raihcr than be afraid of his own shadow." 

With these ideas passing in his mind, the young knight crossed 
the causeway which traversed the piece of water lliat fed the moat, 
and, passing under the strongly fortified gateway, j^ave strict otxlen 
for letting down the portcullis, and elevating the drawbridge, even 
at the appearance of De Walton's own standard before it. 

A slow and guarded movement fiom the hunting ground to tbs 
Castle of Douglas, gave the governor ample time to recover his 
temper, and to forget that his younc friend h.id shown less alacrity 
than usual in obeying his commands. Me was even disposed to 
treat as a jest the len<;ih of lime and extreme degree of ceremony 
with which every point of martial discipline was observed on bis 
own re-admission to the castle, though the raw air of a. wet spring 
evening whistled around bis own unsheltered person, and those flf 
his followers, as they waited before the castle gate for tht* ^vrhangf 
of pass-words, the delivery of keys, and all the slow minutix 
attendant upon the movements of a garrison in a vvell-guaideA 
fortress. 

" Come," said he, to an old knight, who was peevishly Uamiif 
the lieutennm-govemor, " it was my own fault ; I spoke but now to 
Ayma de Valence with more auihoritative emphasis than his newly 
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dubbed dignity was pleased with, and iliis precise style of obeJicnce 
is a piece of not unnatural and very pardonable reienje. Well, we 
will owe him a reiuro. Sir Philip— shall we not? This is not a 
night to keep a man at the gate." 

Tliis dialogue, overheard by some of the squires and pages, was 
bandied about from one to another, until it entirely lost the tone of 
good-humour in which it was spoken, and the oficnce was one for 
which Sir John de Walton and old Sir Philip were to meditate re- 
Tenge, and was said to have been represented by the governor as a 
piece of mortal and intentional offence on the part of his subordinate 
officer. 

Thus an increasing feud went on from day to day between two 
warriors, who, with no just cause of quarrel, had at heart every 
reason to esicem and love each other. It became visible in the 
fortress even to those of the lower rank, who hoped to gain some 
consequence, by intermingling in the species of emulation produced 
by ihe jealousy of the commanding officers— an emulation which 
may take place, indeed, in the present day, but can hardly have the 
same sense of wounded pride and jealous dignity attached to it, 
which existed in times when the personal honour of knighthood 
rendered those who possessed it jealous of every punctilio. 

So many little debates took place between the two knights, that 
SirAymerde Valence thought himself under the necessity of writing 
to his uncle and namesake, the earl of Pembroke, stating that his 
officer, Sir John de Walton, had unfortunately of late taken some 
dcj^ree of prejudice against him, and that, after having borne with 
many provoking instances of his displeasure, he was now compelled 
to request that his place of service should be changed from the Castle 
of Douglas, to wherever honour could be acquired, and lime might 
be given to put an end to his present cause of complaint against his 
commanding officer. Through the whole letter, young SirAvmer 
was particularly cautious how he expressed his sense of Sir John de 
Walton's jealousy or severe usage ; but such sentiments arc not 
easily concealed, and in spile of him an air of displeasure glanced 
out from several passages, and indicated his discontent with his 
uncle's old friend and companion in arms, and with the sphere of 
miliiarj' dtity which his uncle had himself assigned him. 

An accidental movement among the Engli^ troops brought Sir 
Aymer an answer to his letter sooner than he could have hoped for 
at ihat lime of day, in the ordinary course of correspondence, which. 
was then extremely slow and interrupted. 

Pembroke, a rigid old warrior, cnienained the most p.irtial opinion 
of Sir John de Wahon,who was a work as it were of his own hands, 
and was indignant lo find Ihat his nephew, whom he considered aa 
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e boy, elated by having had ihe dignity of tnighthood con- 
ferred upon him at an age unusually early, did not absolutely coincide 
iviih him in this opinion. He replied to him, accordingly, in a tone 
of high displeasure, and expressed himself as a person of rank n-ould 
write Co a. young and dependent kinsman upon theduiles of his pro- 
fession ; and. as he gathered his nephew's cause of compbiint fiom 
his own letter, he conceived that he did him no injustice in making 
it shghter than it really was. He reminded theyoung man that the 
Study of chivalry consisted in the faiitiful and patient dischar^ of 
riilitary service, whetiier of high or low degree, according to the 
circumstances in which war placed the champion. That above all, 
the post of danger, which Douglas Castle had been termed by com- 
mon consent, was also the post of honour ; and that a young man 
should be cautious how he incurred the supposition of being desirous 
of quitting his present honourable command, because he was tired 
of tiie discipline of a military director so renoivned as Sir John de 
Walton. Much also there was, as was natural in a letter of that 
time, concerning the duty of young men, whether in conncil or in 
arms, to he guided imphcitly by their ciders ; and it was observed 
with justice, that the commanding officer, who had put himself into 
the situation of being responsible with his honour, if not his life, for 
the event of the siegeorblockade, might justly, and in a degree more 
than common, claim the implicit direction of the whole defence. 
Lastly, Pembroke reminded his nephew that he w.%s, in a great 
measure, dependent upon the report of Sir John de Walton for the 
character which he was to sustain in after life ; and reiitinded him, 
that a few actions of headlong and inconsiderate valour would not 
SO firmly found his military reputation, as months and years spent 
in regular, humble, and steady obedience to the commands which 
the governor of Douglas Castle might think necessary in so danger- 
ous a conjuncture. 

This missive arrived within so short a time after the despatch of 
the letter to which it was a reply, that ^irAymcr was almost templed 
to suppose that his uncle had some mode of corresponding with De 
Wahon, unknown to the young knight himself, and to the rest of 
the garrisnn. And as the earl alluded to some particular displea- 
sure which hart been exhibited by De Valence on a late trivial 
occasion, his uncle|s knowledge of this, and other minutif , seemed 
to confirm his idea that his own conduct was watched in a maa- 
ner which he did not feel honourable to himself, or dignified oa 
the part of his rebtive ; in a word, he conceived himself exposed » 
that sort of surveillance of which, in all ages, the \oung have accused 
the old. It hardly needs to say, that the admonition of the £Uula# 
Pembroke greatly chafed the fiery spkit of his nephew 
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that if the evl had wished to write a letter purposely to increase the 
prejudices which he desired la put an end to, he could not have 
made use of terms iiclter calculated for that efTcct. 

The truth u-as, that the old archer, Ciilb^rt Crecnlcnf, had, without 
th^ knowledge of the young knight, gone to Pembroke's camp, in 
Ayrshire, and was recommended by Sir John de Walton to the eari, 
as a person who could give such minute information respecting 
Aymcr de Valence, as he might desire to receive. The old archer 
vr.is, as we have seen, a formalist, and when pressed on some points 
of Sir Aymer de Valence's discipline, he did not hesitate to Ihrov; 
out hints, which, connected with those in the knight's letter to his 
uncle, made the severe old earl adopt too implicitly the idea that his 
nephew was indulging a spirit of insubordination, and a sense of 
impatience under authority, most dangerous to the character of 2 
young soldier. Ahitle explanation might have produced a com- 
plete agreement in the sentiments of both ; but for ibis, fate allowed 
neither time nor opportunity ; and the old carl was unfortunately 
induced to become a party, instead of a negotiator, in the quarrel, 
" And by decision more embroil'd the fray." 

Sir John de Wahon soon perceived, that the receipt of Pembroke's 
letter did not in any respect alter the cold ceremonious conduct of 
his lieutenant towards him, which limited their intercourse to what 
their situation rendered indispensable, and exhibited no advances 
to any more frank or intimate connexion. Thus, as may sometimes 
be tlie case between olficcrs in their relatti'e situations even at the 
present day, they remained in that cold stiff degree of offici.il com- 
munication, in which their intercourse was limited to as fen' expres- 
sions as the respective duties of their siluationabsolutely demanded. 
Such a state of misunderstanding is, in fact, worse than a downright 
quarrel ; — the latter may be explained or apologized for, or become 
the subject of mediation ; but in such a case as the former, an 
iclairciisement is as unlikely to take place as a general engagement 
between two armies which have taken up strong defensive positions 
on both sides. Duty, however, obliged the two principal persons in 
the garrison of Douglas Castle, to be often logetlier, when they were 
BO far from seeking an opportunity of making up nialiers, that ihey 
usually revived ancient subjects of debate. 

It was upon such an occasion that De Walton, in a very forma] 
manner, adcedDc Valence in what capacity, and for how long tine, 
it was his pleasure lliat the minstrel, called Bertram, should remain 
at llie castle. 

" A week," said the governor, " is certainly long enough, in tUs 
time and place, to express the liospitaliiy due to a taiasticL* 
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" Certainly," replied the young man, " 1 have not interest enongh 
in the subject to fonii a sinsle wish upon it." 

"In that case," resumed De Walton, " I shall request of this 
person to cut short his visit at the Castle of Douslas." 

" I know no particular interest," replied Aymer de Valence, 
" which I can possibly have in this man's motions. He is here 
under pretence of making some researches after the writings of 
Thomas of Erccldoun, called the Rliymer, which he says are 
infinitely curious, and of which there is a volume in the old Baron's 
study, saved somehow from the flames at the last conflagration. 
This told, you know as much of his errand as I do ; and if you hold 
the presence of a wandering old man, and the neighbourhood of a 
boy, dangerous to the castle under your charge, you will no doubt 
do well to dismiss them — it will cost but a word of yonr mouth." 

" Pardon mc," said De Walton ; " the minstrel came here as one 
of your reliiiue, and 1 could not, in fitting courtesy, send him a.vtay 
without your leave." 

" I am sorrj-, then," answered Sir .Aymer, " in my turn, that yoa 
did not mention your purpose sooner. I never entertained a de- 
pendent vassal or servant, whose residence in the castle 1 would 
wish tohave prolonged amoment beyond your honourable pleasure." 

" I am sorry," said Sir John de Walton, "that we two have of 
late grown so extremely courteous that it is difticult for us to under- 
stand each other. This minstrel and his son conie from vtc know 
not where, and are bound we know not whither. There is a report 
among some of your escort, that this fellow Bertram upon the way 
had the audacity 10 impugn, even to your face, the King of England's 
right to the crown of Scotland, and thnt he deb.iled the point with 
you, while your other atieiidants were desired by you to keep behind 
and out of hearing." 

" Hah ! " said Sir Aymer, " do you mean to found on that cir- 
cumstance any charge against my loj-alty ? I pray you to obser\-Ci 
that such an averment would touch mine honour, which I am ready 
and wilhng to defend to the last gasp." 

„ No doubt of it Sir Knight," answered the governor ; " but it is 
the strolling minstrel, and not the high-born English knight, 
against whom the charge is brought. Well I the minstrel comes 
to this castle, and he intimates a wish that his son should be 
allowed to take up his quarters at the little old convent of Saiat 
Bride^ where two or three Scottish nuns and friars are still per> 
mitted to reside, most of them rather out of respect to their order, 
than for any good-will which they are supposed to bear the English 
or their sovereign. It m.iy also be noticed, that this leave vma 
purchased by a. larger smu of money, if my icformation be correct. 
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tlian is usually to be found in the purses of travelling rainslrels, a 
class of wanderers alike remarkable for their poverty and (or ihcir 
genius. What do you think of all this?" 

" I ? " — replied De Valence ; " I am happy that my situaiion, as 
a soldier under command, aliogether dispenses with my thinking 
of it at all. My post, as lieutenant of your casile, is such, that if I 
can manage matters so as lo call my honour and my soul my own, 
I must think that quite enough of free-will is left at my commnnd ; 
and I promise you shall not have again to reprove, or send a bad 
report of me lo my uncle, on that account," 

"This is beyond sufferance!" said Sir John dc Walton half 
aside, and then proceeded aloud — " Do not, for Heaven's sake, do 
yourself and me the injustice of supposing that I am endeavouring 
to gain an advantage over you by these questions. Recollect, 
young knight, that when you evade giving your commanding officer 
yoiir advice when required, you fail as much in point of duly, as if 
you declined affording him the assistance of your sword and lance." 

"Such being the case," answered De Valence, "let me know 
plainly on what matter it is that you require my opinion ? I will 
deliver it plainly, and stand by the result, even if 1 should have 
the misfortune (a crime unpardonable in so young a man, and so 
inferior an officer) to diifer from ibat of Sir John de Walton." 

" I would ask you then. Sir Knight of Valence," answered tlie 
governor, " what is your opinion with respect to this minstrel, 
ISertram, and whether the suspicions respecting him and his son 
are not such as to c.nll upon me, in performance of my duty, to put 
them to a close examination, with the question ordinary and extra- 
ordinary, as is usual in such cases, and to expel them not only 
from the castle, but from the whole territory of Douglas Dale, 
under pain of scourging, if they be again found wandering in tliese 

" You ask me my opinion," said De Valence, " and you shnjl 
have it, Sir Knigbi of Walton, as freely and fairly, as if matters 
stood bctwlht us on a footing as friendly as ihey ever did. I a^^'iea 
with yuu, Ih.-it most of those who in these days profess the science 
of minitrtlsy, are altogether unqualified to support the higher pre- 
tensions of that noble order. Minstrels by right, are men who 
have dedicated themselves to the noble occupation of celebrating 
knightly deeds and generous principles ; it is in their verse that, 
the valiant knight is handed down to fame, and the poet h 
right, nay is bound, to emulate the virtues which he praises. Tho 
looseness of the times has diminished the consequence, and im- 
paired the morality of this class of wanderers j their satire a 
their praise arc now too often distributed on no other pdncipl 




n love of gain j yet let us hope that there are siiU among them 
who know, and also "'illmgly perform, their duly. Myo 
opinion is, that this Bertram liolds himself as one who has not 
shnrfd in the degradation of his brethren, nor bent the knee to the 
mammon of the times ; it must remain with you, sir, to judge 
whether such a person, honourably and morally disposed, can 
cause any danger to the Castle of Douglas. But believing, from 
the sentiments he ha.^ manifested to me, that he is incapable of 
playing the part of a traitor, 1 must strongly rcmonsiraic against 
his being punished as one, or subjected to the torture wjthln the 
walls of an Eq^lish Rarrison. I should blush for my country, if it 
required of us to inflict such wanton misery upon wanderers, whose 
sole fault is poverty; and your own knightly sentiments will 
sugi:;est more than would become me to state to Sir John de 
Walton, unless in so far as is necessary to apologize for retaining 
my own opinion." 

Sir John de Walton's dark brow was stricken with red when he 
heard an opinion delivered in opposition to his own, which plainly 
went to stigmatize his advice as ungenerous, unfcehng, and un> 
knightly. He made an efibrt to preserve his temper, white he thus 
replied with a degree of calmness. " You have given your opinion. 
Sir Aymer de Valence ; and that you have given it openly and 
boldly, without regard to my own, I tbank jou. It is not quite so 
clear that I am obliged to defer my own senlimcnls to yours, in 
case the rules on which I hold my office— the commands of the 
king — and the observations which 1 may personally have made, 
shiill recommend to me a diflcrcnt line of conduct from that which 
you think it right to suggest," 

De Walton bowed, in conclusion, with great gravity ; and the 
young knighl, returning the reierencc with exactly the sanie desrec 
of slifT formality, asked whether there were any particular orders 
respecting his duty in the castle ; and having received an answer 
in the negative, look his departure. 

Sir John de Walton, after an expression of impatience, as if dis- 
appointed at finding that the advance which he had made toward* 
an explanation with his young friend had proved uncxpe^tcdlf 
abortive, composed his brow as if to deep thought, and walked 
several times to and fro in the apartment, considering what coarse 
be was to take in these circumstances. " It is bard to censure hin 
Mverely," he said, " when I recollect that, on first entering vpda 
life, my own thoughts and feelings would have been the same with 
those of this giddy and hot-headed, but generous boy. Now pru- 
mkind m a thousand instance* 
It ground. U 1 am disposed U 
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venture my own honour and fortune, rather than an idle travelling 
minstrel should suffer a little pain, which at al! events I might 
make op to him by money, still, have I a right to run the risk of a 
conspiracy against the king, and thus advance the treasonable sur< 
render of the Castle of Douglas, for ivhich 1 know so many schemes 
are formed ; for which, loo, none can be imagined so desperate hut 
agents will be found bold enough to undertake the execution ? A 
man who holds my situation, although the slave of conscience, 
ought to learn to set aside those false scruples which assume the 
appearance of flowing from our own moril feeling, whereas they 
are in fact instilled by the suggestion of affected delicacy. I will 
not, I swear by Heaven, be infected by the follies of a boy such as 
Aymer ; I will not, that 1 may defer to his caprices, lose all that 
love, honour, and ambition can propose, for the reward of twelve 
months' seriice, of a nature the most watchful and unpleasant. I 
will go straight to my point, and use the ordinary precautions in 
Scotland, which I should employ in Normandy or Gascoigny,— 
What ho I page 1 who wails there ?" 

One of his aitend.ints replied to his summons—" Seek me out 
Gilbert Greenleaf the archer, and Cell him I would speak with him 
touching the (wo bows and the sheaf of arrows, concerning which 
I gave him a commission to Ayr," 

A feiv minutes inier*-ened after the order was given, when the 
archer entered, holding in his hand two bow-siavcs, not yet 
fashioned, and a number of arrows secured together with a thong. 
He bore the mysterious looks of one whose apparent business is 
not of very great consequence, but is meant as a passport for other 
affairs which are in themselves of a secret nature. Accordingly, as 
the knight was silent, and afforded no nther opening fur Grecnteaf, 
(hat judicious negotiator proceeded I- enter upon such at was 

" Here arc the bow-staves, noble sir, which you dcjired me to 
obtain while I was at Ayr with the Earl of Pembroke's army. 
They are not so good as I could have wished, yet are perhaps of 
better quality than could have been procured by aay other than a 
fair judge of the weapon. The Earl of Pembroke's whole camp are 
frantic mad in order to procure real Spanish staves from the 
Groyne, and other ports in Spain ; but though two vessels laden 
with such came into the port of Ayr, said to be for the King's 
anny, yet 1 believe never one half of them have come into English 
hands. These two grew in Sherwood, which having been si 
since the time of Robin Hood, are not likely to fail ei' 
strength or in aim, in so strong a hand, and with so just ar 
those of the men who wait on your worship.* 
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"And who has got the rest, since two ships' cargoes ofnew bow 
St.-tves arc arrived at Ayr, and thou with difficulty hast only pro- 
cured me two old ones?" said the governor. 

"Faith, I pretend not skill enough lokno«',"ansivered Grcenlcaf, 
shrugging his shoulders. " Talk tliere is of plots in that couniry 
as well as here. It is said that tUeir D nice, and the rest oF bis 
kinsmen, intend a new May-game, and that the outlawed king 
proposes to land near Turnberry, early in summer, with a number 
of stout kernes from Ireland ; and no doubt the men of his mock 
earldom of Carrtck are getting them ready with bow and spear for 
so hopeful an undertaking. I reckon that it will nnt cost us the 
expense of more than a few score of sheaves of arrows to put all 
that mailer to rights." 

" Do you talk then of conspiracies in this p.irt of the countrr, 
Greenleaf?" said De Walton. "1 know you are a sagacious 
fellow, well bred for many a day to the use of the bent stick and 
string, and will not allow such a. practice to go on under th)' dosc, 
without taking notice of iL" 

" I am old enough. Heaven knows," said Greenleaf, " and have 
had good experience of these Scottish wars, and know well whcUier 
these native Scots arc a people to he trusted to by knight or 
yeoman. Say they are a false generation, and say a good archer 
told you so, who, with a fair aim, seldom missed a handsbreadih 
of the white. Ah ! sir, your honour knows how to deal with them, 
— ride them strongly, and rein them hard,— you are not like those 
simple novices who imagine that all is to be done by gentleness, 
and wish to parade themselves as courteous and generous to those 
faithless mountaineers, who never, in the course of their iives, 
knew any tincture either of courteousncss or generosity." 

" Thou alludest to some one," said the governor, " and I charge 
thee, Gilbert, to be plain and sincere with me. Thou knowesi, 
methinks.that in trusting me thou wile come to no harm.'** 

"It is true, it is true, sir," said the old remnant of the wars, 
carrying his hand to his brow, '■ but it were imprudent to communi- 
cate all the remarks which float through an old man's brain in the 
idle moments of such a garrison as this. One stumbles unawares 
on fantasies, as well as realities., and thus one gets, not altogeUier 
undeservedly, the character of a talebearer and mischicrr.malKr 
among his comrades, and mclbinks 1 would not willingly fad unda 
that accusation." 

"Speak frankly to me," answered De Walton, "and hare no 
fear of being misconstrued, whosoever the conversation ni»* 
concern," 

"Hay, in plain truth," answered Gilbert, " I fear 
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ness of this young knighl, being, as I am, ihe oldest soldier in the 
garrison, and having draivn a bow-string long and many a day ere 
he was weaned from his nurse's breast." 

" Ic is then," said De Walton, " my lieutenant and friend, Aymer 
dc Valence, at whom your suspicions point ? " 

"At nothing," replied the archer, "touching the honour of the 
young knight himself, who is as brave as the sword he wears, and, 
his youth considered, stands high in the roll of English chivalry; 
but lie is young, as your worship knows, and 1 own that in the 
choice of his company he disturbs and alarms nie." 

"Why, you know, Green leaf," answered the governor, "that in 
the Idsure of a i^arrison a knight cannot always conline his sports 
and pleasures among those of his own rank, who are not numerous, 
and may not be so gamesome or fond of frolic, as he would desire 
them to be.- 

" I know that well," answered the archer, " nor would I say a 
word concerning your honour's lieutenant for joining any honest 
fellows, however inferior their rank, in the wrestling ring, or at a 
bout of quarlerstaff. But if Sir Aymer de Valence has a fondness 
for martial tales of former days, meihinks he had better learn them 
from the ancient soldiers who have followed Edward the First, 
whom God assoiliie, and who have known before his time the 
Barons' wars and other onsl.iughts, in which the knijjhts and 
archers of merry England transmitted so many gallant actions to 
be recorded by fame ; this truly, I say, were more beseeming the 
Earl of Pembroke's nephew, than to see him closet himself day 
after day with a slrollinij minstrel, who gains his livelihood by 
recitirg nonsense and hes to juch young men as are (ond enough 
lo believe him, of whom hardly any one knows whether he be 
English or Scottish in his opinions, and still less can any one pre- 
tend to say whether he is of English or Scottish birth, or with what 
purpose he lies lounging about this casile, and is left free to com- 
municate every thing which passes within it to those old mutlcrers 
of matins at Saint Bride's, who say with their tongues God save 
King Edward, but pray in their hearts God save King Robert the 
Bruce. Such a communication he can easily carry on by means 
of his son, who lies at Saint Orit^e's cell, as your worship knows, 
under pretence of illness." 

" I low do you say ? '' cxcl.iimed the governor, " under pretence ? 
— Is he not then really indisposed f " 

" Nay, he may be sic'; to the death for aught 1 know,'' said ihe 
arch::r ; " but if so, wcri: it not ihcn more natural that the faihcr 
should attend his son's sick-bcd, than that he should be ran;^mg 
about this casile, where one clcrnaUy meets him in the 
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:r, where you least expect to find 

;plicd the kniijht, " it mi'sbt be as 
1 quest of ancient poems or pri>- 
r, or some other old bnrd ; and in 
lo enlarge his stock of know led [je 
and where should he tind the 



" If he has no lawful object," re 
you say ; but he is said to be ii 
phccies of Merlin, of the Rhyme 
truth it is natural for him lo wish 
and power of giving amuscmen 
mesns save in a. study tilled with ancient books ? '' 

" No doubt," replied the archer, with a son of dry civil sneer of 
increduhty; " I have seldom known an insurrection in Scotland 
but that it was prophesied by some old forgotten rhyme, coojurcd 
out of dust and cobwebs, for the sake of giving courage to those 
North Country rebels who durst not otherwise have abidden the 
■whistling of the grey-goose shaft ; but curled heads are hasty, and, 
with hcense, even your own train, Sir Knight, retains too much ot 
the fire of youth for such uncertain times as the present." 

" Thou hast convinced me, Gilbert Greenleaf, and I will loaV 
into this man's business and occupation more closely thanhitbcno. 
This is no time to peri! the safety of a royal castle for the sake of 
atTecting generosity towards a man of whom we know so little, and 
to whom, till we receive a very full explanation, we may, wichoat 
doing him injustice, attach grave suspicions. Is he now in the 
apartment called the Uaron's study ? " 

" Your worship will be certain to find him there," replied Green- 
leaf. 

"Then follow me, with two or three of thy comrades, and keirp 
out of sight, but within hearing j it may be necessary to arrest this 

" My assistance," laid the old archer, " shall be at hand when 
you call, but " 

" But what ? " said ihe knight ; " 1 hope I am not to find doubts 
and disobedience on all hands ?" 

"Certainly not on mine," replied Greenleaf; "I would only 
remind your warship that what I have said was a sincere opinion 
expressed in answer to your worship's question ; and that, as Sir 
Aymer de Valence has avowed himself the patron of this moo, I 
would not willingly be left to the hazard of his revenge." 

" Pshaw ! " answered De Walton, " is Aymer de Valence governor 
of this casile, or am I ? or to whom do you imagine you are re- 
sponsible for answering such questions as 1 may put to you ?" 

"Nay," replied the archer, secretly not displeased at seeing De 
Walton show some little jealousy of his own authority, " beJieiC 
tne. Sir Knight, that I know my own station and your worsltipX 
and thai I am not now lo be told to whom I owe obedience." 




r indeed," subjoined Crcenlcaf, following him, 
" that your worstiip should have lo go In person to look after ihe 
ancsl of so mean an individual. Dut your honour isriglil ; these 
minstrels are often jugglers, and possess the power of making 
their escape by means which borrel * folk like mj-self are disposed 
to auribuie lo necromancy.'* 

Without attending to these last words, Sir John de Wahon set 
forth lou-ards the study, walking at a quick pace, as if this con- 
versation had augmented his desire to find himself in possession of 
the person o( the suspected minstrel. 

Traversing the ancient passages of the castle, the governor had 
no difficulty in reaching the study, which was strongly vaulted with 
stone, and furnished with a sort of iron cabinet, intended for the 
preservation of articles and papers of value, in case of fire. Here 
he found Ihe minstrel seated at a small taWe, sustaining before him 
a manuscript, apparently of great antiquity, from which he seemed 
engaged in making extracts. The windows of the room were very 
■mall, and still showed some traces that they had originally been 
glaied with a painted history of Saint Bride— another mark of 
the devotion of the great family of Douglas to their tutelar 
saint. 

The minstrel, who had seemed deeply wrapt in the contempla- 
tion of his task, on being disturbed by the unlooked-for entrance of 
Sir John de Walton, rose with every mark of respect and humility, 
and, remaining standing ia the governor's presence, appeared to 
wait for his interrogations, as if he bad anticipated that Ihe visit 
concerned himself particularly. 

" 1 am to suppose. Sir Minstrel," said Sir John de Walton, "that 
you have been successful in your search, and have found the roll of 
poetry or prophecies that you proposed to seek aXter amongst these 
broken shelves and tattered volumes ? * 

"More successful than I could have expected," replied the 
minstrel, " considering the effects of the conflagration. This, Sir 
Knight, is apparently the fatal volume for which 1 sought, and 
strange it is, considering the heavy chance of other books coniamed 
in this library, that I have been able to find a few though imperfect 
fragments of it" 

"Since, therefore, you have been permitted to indulge your 
curiosity," said the governor, " 1 trust, minstrel, you will have no 
objection lo satisfy mine ? " 

The minstrel replied with the same humility, " that if there was 
anything within the poor compass of his skill which could gratifY 
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prove eiiher your guilt or innocence, without its being confinned by 
the use uf tlie enttnordinnry question. If it be otlierwise:, trenibl- 
fot your son's sake, if not for your own. — Have I shaken you, sir? 
— or do you fear, for your boy's youngsincwsand joints, the engini* 
which, in your own case, you seem willing to defy ? " 

" Sir," answered the minstrel, recovering from the momenttry 
emotion he had shown, " I leave it to yourself, a.s a man of honour 
and candour, whether you ou-;ht, in common fairness, to fonu > 
worse opinion of any man, because he is nol unwilling to incur, in 
his own person, severities which he would not desire to be inilicted 
upon his child, a sickly youth, just recovering from a cLinserous 
disease." 

" It is my duty," answered De Walton, after a short pause, "to 
leave no stone unturned by which this business may be traced to 
the source ; and if ihou dcsirest mercy for Ihy son, thou wilt thj-self 
most easily ati.tin it, by setting him the example of honesty and 
plain -dealing." 

The minstrel threw himself back on the scat, as if fully resolved 
to bear every extremity that could be inflicted, rather than ttuke 
any farther answer than he had already offered. Sir John de Waltaa 
himself seemed in some degree uncertain what niif;ht nowbeUi 
best course. He felt an invincible repugnance to proceed, withotf 
due consideration, in what most people would have deemed tha 
direct line of his duly, by inflicting the torture both upon father and 
son ; but deep as was his sense of devotion towards the King, and 
numerous as were the hopes and expectations he had formed upoa 
the strict discharge of his present high trust, he could not resolve 
upon having recourse at once to this cruel method of cuttiag ibc 
knot Bertram's appearance was venerable, and his power of wordi 
not unworthy of his aspect and bearing. The governor remembcied 
that Aymcrde Valence, whose judgment in general it was unpossibk 
to deny, had described him as one of those rare individuals, vho 
vindicated the honour of a corrupted profession by their peraonal 
good behaviour ; and he acknowledged to himself, that theic was 
gross cruelty and injustice in refusing to admit the prisoner to the 
credit of being a true and honest man, until, by way of proving Ui 
rectitude, he had str.-iincd every sinew, and crushed every joint in 
his body, as weil as those of his son. " I have no touchstone" he 
»aid internally, " tvhich can distinguish truth fiom falsehood ; i&e 
Bruce and his followers are on the alert,— lie has certainly equipped 
the galleys which lay at Rachrin duringwinicr. This story, 
too, of Crcenleaf, about arms being procured tor a new insurrectioo, 
tallies strangely with the appearance of that savage-looking foiesia 
U the hunt ; and all tends to show, that something ii upoa ilw 
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anvil which it is my duty to provide against. I will, therefore, 
pas5 over no circumstance by which 1 can alTcct the mind through 
hope or fear ; but, please God to give me li^ht from any other 
SQurce, I will noi think it lawful to torment these unfortunate, and, 
i', may yet be, honest men." He accordingly took his departure 
from the library, whispering a word to Creenleat rcspeciing the 
prisoner. 

He had reached the outward door of the study, and his s.itellites 
had already taken the minstrel into their grasp, when the voice of 
the old man was heard calling upon De Walton to return for a 

" What hast thou to say, sir?" said the governor; "be speedy, 
for I have already lust more time in listening to thee than I am 
answerable for, and so I advise thee for thine own sake " 

" 1 advise thee," said the minstrel, " for thine own sake, Sir John 
de W.iltun, to beware how thou dost insist on thy present purpose, 
by which thou thyself alone, of all men living, will moii severely 
Buffer. If thou harmest a hair of that young man's head— nay, if 
thou permitlest him to undergo any privation which it is in thy 
power to prevent, thou wilt, in doing so, prepare for thine own 
sufTciing a degree of agony more acute than anything else in this 
mortal world could cause thee. I swear by the most blessed objects 
of our holy religion ; I call to witness that holy sepulchre, of which 
I have been an unworthy visitor, that 1 speak nothing but the truth, 
and tliat thou wilt one day testify thy gratitude for the part I am 
now acting. It is my interest, as well as yours, to secure you in 
the safe possession of this castle, although assuredly I know some 
things respecting it, and respecting your worship, which 1 am not 
at liberty to tell without the consent of that youth. Bring me but 
a note under his hand, consenting to my taking you into our 
mystery, and believe me, you will soon sei; those clouds charmed 
away ; since there was never a doleful uncertainty which more 
speedily changed to joy, or a thunder-cloud of adversity which 
more instantly gave way to sunshine, than would then the suspicions 
which appear now so formidable." 

He spoke with so much earnestness as to make some impression 
upon Sir John ue \\'alton, who was once more wholly at a loss to 
know u'hat line his duty called upon him to pursue. 

* I would most gladly," said the governor, " follow out 
pose by the gentlest means in my power ; and I shal 
further distress upon this poor lad, than thine own ' 
his shall appear to desen'e. In the meantime, ' 
that my duty has limits, and if I slack it fr 
thee to excit every effort in thy power to > 
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I will give thee leave to address thy son by a line under thy hand, 
and I will await his answer before I proceed farther in this matter, 
which seems to be very mysterious. Meantime, if thou hast a sou! 
to be saved, I conjure thee to speak the truth, and leil me whether 
the secrets of which thou seemest to be a loo faithful treasurer 
have regard to the practises of Douglas, of Bruce, or of any in 
their names, against this Castle of Douglas?" 

The prisoner thought a moment, and then replied — " I am an-ar^ 
Sir Knight, of the severe charge under which this command is 
intrusted to your hands, and were it in my power to assist you, as 
a faithful minstrel and loyal subject, either niih hand or tongue, I 
should fee! myself called upon so to do ; but so far am I from 
being the character your suspicions have apprehended, that I 
should have held it for certain that the Bruce and Douglas had 
assembled their follo«-ers, for the purpose of renouncing their 
rebellious attempts, and taking their departure for the Holy Land, 
but for the apparition of the forester, who, I hear, bearded yon 
at the hunting, which impresses upon me the belief, that when 
so resolute a follower and henchman of the Douglas was sitting 
fearless among you, his master and comrades could be at no 
great distance — how far his intentions could be friendly to yofl, 
1 must leave it to yourself to judge ; only believe me thus far, 
that the rack, pulley, or pincers, would not have compelled me 
to act the informer, or adviser, in a quarrel wherein I have little 
or no share, if 1 had not been desirous of fijiing the belief upoo 
you, that you arc dealing with a true man, and one who hai 
your welfare at heart. — Meanwhile, permit me to have writin" 
materials, or let my own be restored, for I possess, in some 
degree, the higher arts of my calling ; nor do 1 fear but that I 
can procure for you an explanation of these marvels, without mucb 

"Cod grant it prove so," said the governor; "though I see 
not well how 1 can hope for so favourable a (erminaiioii, and I 
may sustain great harm by trusting too much on the present 
occasion. My duty, however, requires that, in the meantime voo 
be removed into strict confinement." 

Ho handed lo the prisoner as he spoke the writing materials 
which had been seized upon by the archers on their first entrance, 
and then comm.-inded those satellites to unhand the minstrcL 

" 1 must, then," said Bertram, " remain subjected to all the 
•evcritics of a strict captivity? but 1 deprecate no hardship whaU 
ever in my own person, so I may secure you from acting wiih ■ 
degree of rashness, of which you will all your life rcpral, witluM 
the means of atoning." 
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"No more words, minstrel," said the governor; "but since I 
have made my choire, perhaps a very dangerous one for myself, 
lei us carry this spell inio execution, which ihou sayest is to serve 
tne, as mariners say that oil spread upon the raging billows will 

assuage their fury." 



CHAPTER IX. 



Beware 1 beware ! of ihe Black Friar. 

He still retains his sway, 
For he is yet the church's heir by right, 

Whoever may be the lay. 
Amundnrille is lord by ddy, 

But the monk is lord by night. 
Nor wine nor wassel could raise a vassal 

To question that friar's right. 

Don yuan, Canto xv'il 

The minstrel made no vain boast of the skill which he possessed 
in the use of pen and ink. In fact, no priest of the time could 
li.-ive produced his little scroll more speedily, more neatly com- 
posed, or more fairly written, than were the lines addressed "To 
the youth called Augustine, son of Bertram the MinstrcL" 

" 1 have not folded this letter," said he, "nor tied it with silk, for 
it is not expressed so as to explain the mystery to you ; nor, to 
speak frankly, do I think that it can convey to you any intelligence ; 
but it may be satisfactory to show you what the letter docs contain, 
and that il is written from and to a person who both mean kindly 
towards you and your garrison." 

" That," said the governor, " is a deception which is easily prac- 
tised ; it tends, however, to show, though not with certainty, that 
you are disposed to act upon good faith ; and until the contrary 
appear, I shall consider it a point of duty to treat you with as 
much gentleness as the matter admits of. Meantime, I will, myself 
ride to the Abbey of Saint Bride, and in person examine the youn'? 
prisoner ; and as you say he has the power, so I pray to H 
he may have the will, to read this riddle, which seems t" 
all into confusion." So saying, he ordered his hoi-' 
was getting ready, he perused with great compoa 
letter. Its contents ran thus :— 
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"Dear Augustine, 
" Sir John de Walton, the governor of this castle, has con 
those suspicions which I pointed out as likely to be the 
quence of our coming to this country without an avowed errand 
I at least am seized, and threatened with examinaiion under tor- 
ture, to force me to tell ihe purpose of our journey ; but tliey s!i:ill 
tear my flesh from my bones, ere they force me to break the oath 
which I have taken. And the purport of this letter is to appriie 
you of the danger in which you stand of beinj placed in similar 
circumstances, unless you are disposed to authoriie me to make 
the discovery to lliis knijht ; but on this subject yau have only to 
express your own wishes, beln;; assured they shall be in every 
respect attended to by your devoted 

" Bertrajl" 

This letter did not throw the smallest light upon the mj-stery d 
the writer. The governor read it more than once, and turned it 
repeatedly in his hand, as if he had hoped by that mechanical 
process to draw something from the missive, which at a first ^iew 
•the words did not express ; but as no result of this sort appeared, 
Dc Walton retired to the hall, where he informed Sir Aymer de 
Valence, that he was going abroad as far as the Abbey of Saict 
Bride, and that he would be obliged by his taking upon hin) the 
duties of governor during his absence. Sir Aymer, of course, 
intimated his acquiescence in the charge; andthesl£.te of disunioa 
in which they stood to each other, permitted no further explanap 

Upon the arrival of Sir John de Walton, at the dilapidated 
shrine, the abbot, with Ircmbling haste, made it his business innme- 
diately to attend the commander of the English garrison, upoa 
whom, for the present, their house depended for every indulgence 
Ihey experienced, as well as for the subsistence and prctcclieo 
necessary lo them in so perilous a period. Having interrogateil 
this old man respecting the youth residing in the abbey, De Walioa 
was informed that he had been indisposed since left there by bis 
father, Bertram, a minstrel. It appeared to the abbot, that his in- 
disposition might be of that rontngious kind which, at th.it period, 
ravaged the English Borders, and made some incursions into Scot- 
land, where it afterwards worked a fearful progress. After some 
farther conversation. Sir John de Walton put into the abbot's hand 
the letter to the young person under his roof, on dehvcring whidi 

Augustine, the reverend father was charged with a message to 
the English governor, so bold, that he was afraid lo be the bears 
't signified, that the youth could not, and would act, u ll 
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moment, receive the English knight ; but that, if he came back on 
the morrow after mass, it was probable he might learn something 
of what was requested. 

'■ This is not an answer," said Sir Jrhn de Walton, " to be sent 
by a boy like this to a person in my charge ; and methinks, Father 
Abbot, you consult your own sarety but slenderly in delivering 

The abbot irembied under the folds of his large coarse habit ; 
and De Walton, imagining that his discomposure was the conse- 
quence of guilty fear, called upon him tu remember the duties 
Hhich he owed to England, the benefits which he had received 
from himself, and the probable consequence of taking part in a 
pert boy's insolent defiance af the power of the governor of the 

The abbot vindicated himself from these charges with the utmost 
anxiety, He pledged his sacred word, that the inconsiderate cha- 
racter of the boy's message was owing to the waywardness arising 
from indisposition. He reminded the governor that, as a Christian 
and an Englishman, he had duties to observe towards the commu- 
nity of Saint Bride, which had never given the English government 
the least subject of complaint As he spoke, the churchman 
seemed to gather courage from the immunities of his order. He 
said he could not permit a sick boy, who had taken refuge within 
the sanctuary of the church, to be seized or subjected to any 
species of force, unless he was accused of a specific crime, capable 
of being immediately proved. The Douglasses, a headstrong race, 
had, in former days, uniformly respected the sanctuary of Saint 
Bride, and it was not to be supposed that the King of England, the 
dutiful and obedient child of the Church of Rome, would act with 
less veneration for her rights, than the followers of a usurper, 
homicide, and excommunicated person like Robert liruce. 

Walton was considerably shaken with this remonitrancc. He 
knew that, in the circumstances of the limes, the Pope had great 
power in every controversy in which it was his pleasure to inter- 
fere. He knew that even in the dispute respectins the supremacy 
of Scotland, his Holiness had set up a claim to the kingdom, which, 
in the temper of the times, might perhaps have been deemed 
superior both to that of Robert Bruce and that of Edward of 
England, and he conceived his monarch would give him little 
thanks for any fresh embroilment which might take place with the 
Church. Moreover, it was easy to place a watch, so as to prevent 
Augiistine from escaping during the night ; and on the following 
mcrntng he would be still as effectually in the power of the EhkI'sIt 
guvcti.oi as if he were sewed on by open force at if-' 
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moment. Sir John de Walton, however, so far exerted fats autho 
the abbot, that he engaged, in consiileralion of the sanc- 
tuary being respected for this space of time, that, when it expired, 
he would be aiding and assisting with his spiritual autborii\- to 
surrender the youth, should he not allege a sufficient ruison to the 
contrary. This arrangement, which appeared still to flatter thi 
governor with the prospect of an easy ti-rniinalion of this trouble- 
some dispute, induced him to grant the delay which Augusline 
lather demanded than petitioned for. 

"At your request. Father Abbot, whom I have hitherto founds 
true man, I will induljie this youth with the grace he asks, before 
taking him into custody, understanding that be shall not be per- 
milled Id leave this place ; and thou art to be responsible to this 
effect, giving ihee, as is reasonable, power to command our littie 
garrison at Hazelside, to which I will send a reinforcement on my 
return to the Casile, in case it should he necessary to use the 
strong hand, or circumstances impose upon me other measures.* 

" Worthy Sir Knight," rephed the abbot, "I have no idea dot 
the frowardncss of this youth will render any course acctssatj, 
■aving that of persuasion ; and I venture to say, that you ywtndt 
will in the higtiest degree appro\'e of the method in which I shaS 
acquit myself of my present trust." 

The abbot went through the duties of hospitality, enumciatint 
what simple cheer the cloister of the convent permitted himtoo&r 
to the English knight. Sir John dc Walton declined the offer ti 
refreshment, however — took a courteous leave of the churchman, 
and did not spare his horse until the noble animal Iiad bTOu;ht 
him again before the Castle of Douglas. Sir Aymer de ^'alena 
met him on the drawbridge, and reported the state of the garrisea 
to be tile same in which he had left it, excepting that intin»atio« 
had been received that twelve or fifteen men were expected on tbw 
way to the town of Lanark ; and being on march from the neirb- 
hourhood of Ayr, would that night take up their quarters at W 
outpost of Hazel side. 

" 1 am glad of it,'' replied the governor ; " I was about W 
Strengthen that detachment. This stripling, the son of Bcttraa 
the minstrel, or whoever he is, has engaged to deliver himsidf op 
for examination in the morning. As this p.iriy of soldiers ftie 
followers of your uncle, Lord Pembrol.-c, may I request you wifl 
ride to meet them, and command them to remain at Haieliidc 
until you make farther enquiries about this youth, who has still n 
clear up the mystery which hangs about him, and reply to a kOtf 
which 1 delivered with my own hand to the Abbot of Saint BriA^ 
1 have shown too much forbearance in this matter, aacL I tiut 9 




»*cnirlookingto the security of this young man, and convey him 
; billier with all due care aad attention, as being a prisoner of some 
importance." 

'' Certainly, Sir John," answered Sir Aymer ; " your orders shall 
be obeyed, since you have none of greater importance for one who 
haih tlie honour to be second only lo yourself in litis place." 

'■ I crave your mercy. Sir Aymer," returned the governor, " if 
the commission be in any d^gre; beneath your dignity ; bji it is 
our misfortune lo misunderstand each other, when we endeavour 
lo be most inielligihle." 

" But what am I to do," said Sir Aymer— "no way disputing 
your command, but only asking for ittformaiion — what am 1 to do, 
if the Abbot of Saint Bride offers opposition ?" 

" How ! " answered Sir John de Walton ; " with the reinforce- 
ment from my Lord of Pembroke, you will command al least 
twenty warmen, with bow and spear, against live or six. liniid old 
monks, with only gown and hood," 

" True," said Sir Aymer, " but ban and excommunication are 
sometimes, in the present day, too hard for the mail coat, and I 
would not willingly be thrown out of the pale of the Christian 

" Well, then, thou very suspicious and scrupulous young man,' 
replied De Wahon, "know that if this youth does not deiii-cr iiim- 
seif up to ihee of his own accord, the abbot has promised to put 
him into thy bands." 

There was no farther answer to be made, and De Valence, 
though still thinking himself unnecessarily harassed wiih the 
charge of a perty conmiission, took the sort of half arms which 
were always used when the knights stirred beyond the walls of the 
g.trrison, and proceeded to e.xecute the commands of De Walion, 
A horseman or two, together with his squire Fabian, accompanied 

The evening closed in with one of those Scottish mists which 
are commonly said lo be equal to the showers of happier climates ; 
the path became mote and more dark, the hills more wreathed ia 
vapours, and more difficult to tr.averse ; and all the little peliy 
inconveniences which rendered travelling through the district slow 
and uncertain, were augmented by the density of the fog which 
overhung everything. 

Sir Aymer, therefore, occasionally mended his pace, and ofkcD 
incurred the fate of one who is over-late, delaying himself t" 
el^orcs to make greater expedition. The knight bethought 
t'lat he wottid get into a straight road by lassing thrr 
almost deserted town of Douglas,— the inhabitants of wl 
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been treated so severely by the English, in the course of those 
fierce troubles, thnt mosi of ihcm who were capable of bearing 
arms had left it, and withdrawn themselves to different parts of the 
coiiniry. This almost deserted place was defended by a rude 
palisade, and a ruder drawbriilge, which gave entrance into streets 
so narrow, as to admit with difRcully three horses abreast, and 
evincing with what sirictness the ancient lords of the village ad- 
hered to their prejudice ngainst fort ifi cat ions, and their opinion in 
favour of keeping the field, so quaintly expressed in the well-knonit 
proverb of the family,—" It is heller to hear tie lark sing than the 
mouse cheep." The streets, or rather the lanes, were dark, btit for 
a. shifting gleam of moonlight, which, as that planet began lo rise^ 
was now and then visible upon some steep and narrow gable. No 
sound of domestic industry, or domestic festivity, was heard, and 
no ray of candle or firelight glanced from the windows of the 
houses ; the ancient ordinance c.illed the curfew, which (he Con- 
queror had inlroduced into England, was at this time in full force 
in such parts of Scotland as were thought doubtful, and likely to 
rebel ; under which description It need not be said the ancient pos- 
sessions of the Douglas were most especially regarded. The 
Church, whose Gotliic monuments were of a magnificent character, 
had been, as far as possible, destroyed by fire ; but ihc ruins, held 
tOLjether by the weight of the massive stones of wliich they were 
composed, still sufficiently evinced the greatness of the family at 
whose cost it had been raised, and whose bunes, from imtnemoriil 
time, had been entombed in its crypts. 

Paying lilile aHeniion 10 these relies of departed splendour. Sir 
Aymer de Valence advanced with his small detachment, and had 
passed Ihe scattered fragments of the cemetery of the Oouj:lassci 
when, to his surprise, the noise of his horse's feet was seemiaglf 
replied to by sounds which rung like those of another knigblljr 
steed advancing heavily up the street, as if it were to meet hilik 
Valence was unable to conjecture what might be the cause of thcie 
warlike sounds j the ring and the clang of armour n-as distincl, 
and tlie heavy tramp of a war-horse was not lo be mistaken hy I&C 
ear of a warrior. The difficulty of Jiecping soldiers from strsyti^ 
out of quarters by ni,;ht, would have sufficiently accouniet! for the 
appearance of a siragglmg foot-soldier ; but it was more (iiflicullta 
account for a mounted horseman, in full armour; and such wM 
the appariiion which a peculiarly bright glimpse of moonliglit no* 
showed at ihe botloui of the causewayed hill. Perhaps the m^ 
known warrior obtained at the same time a glance of Aymcr * 
Valence and his armed followers — at least e.ich of ihcm sbn 
" Who goes tViercl" — O^e alatwi (A \ixt umes ; and on ihe iai. 
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nor, although it was confirmed by all his relinue, did they give 
credit to the recital, more than that the Englishmen wished some- 
how or other to pick a quarrel with the people of the place, under 
the pretence of Uieir having admitted a retainer of their ancient 
lord by night into the town. They protested, therefore, their inno- 
cence of the cause of tumult, and endeavoured to seem active in 
hastening from house to house, and comer to corner, with their 
torches, in order to discover the invisible cavalier. The English 
suspected them no less of treachery, than the Scottish imagined 
the whole matter a pretext for bringing an accusation, on the pari 
of the young knight, against the citizens. The women, however, 
who now began to issue from the houses, had a key for the solu- 
tion of the apparition, which at that time was believed of efficacy 
sufficient to solve any mystery. "The devil," they said, "must 
have appeared visibly amongst them," an explanation which had 
already occurred to the followers of the young knight ; for thai a 
living man and horse, both, as it seemed, of a gigantic site, could 
be oonjured in the twinkling of an eye, and appear in a street 
secured at one end by the best of the archers, and at the other by 
the horsemen under Valence himself, was altogether, it seemed, 1 
thing impossible. The Inhabitants did not venture to put their 
thoughts on the subject into language, for fear of giving offence, 
and only indicated by a passing word to each other the secret 
degree of pleasure which they felt in the confusion and embar- 
rassment of the Enghsh garrisDTL Still, however, they continued 
to affect a great deal of interest in the alarm which De Valence 
had received, and the anxiety which he expressed to discover the 

At length a female voice spoke above the Babel of confused 
sounds, Eaying, " Where is the Southern Knight ? I am sure th;l 
I can tell him where he can find the only person who can help him 
out of his present difficulty ," 

" And who is that, good woman ? " said Aymer de Valence, who 
was growing every moment more impatient at the loss of time^ 
which was flying fast, in an investigation which had someihing in 
it vexatious, and even ridiculous. At the sanin lime, the sight of 
an armed partisan of the Douglasses, in their own native town, 
seemed to bode too serious consequences, if it should be suffered 
to pass without being probed to the bottom. 

" Come hither to me," said the female voice, " and I will i 
to you the only person who can explain all matters of this 1 
that chance in this country." On this the knight snatched a ti 
from some of those who were present, and holding it up, dea 
the person who spofce. a tall woman, who evidently endeavc 
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When he approached her, she com- 
: in a grave and sententious tone of 

" We had once wise men, that could have answered any parables 
vhich might have been put lo ihem for explanation in this country 
side. Whether you yourselves, gentlemen, have not had some 
band in weeding them out, good troth, it is not for the hke of me 
to say ; at any rate, good counsel is not so easy come by as it was 
in this Douglas country, nor, may be, is it a safe thing to pretend 
to the power of giving it." 

" Good woman," said De Valence, " if you will give me an 
explanation of this mystery, I will owe you a. kirtle of the best 
raploch grey." 

" It is not I," said the old woman, "that pretend to possess the 
knowledge which may assist you ; but I would fain know that the 
man whom I shall name to you shall be skaithless and harmless. 
Upon your knighthood and your honour, will you promise to me so 

•' Assuredly," said De Valence, "such a person shall even have 
thanks and reward, if he is a faithful informer ; ay, and pardon, 
moreover, although he may have listened to any dangerous prac- 
tices, or been concerned in any plots." 

'■ Oh I not he," replied the female ; " it is old Goodman Powheid, 
who has the charge of the muniments," (meaning probably monu- 
ments,) "that is, such part of them as you English have left stand- 
ing ; I mean the old sexton of the kirk of Douglas, who can tell 
more stories of these old folk, whom your honour is not very fond 
of hearing named, than would last us from this day to Yule." 

" Does any body," said the knight, " know whom it is that this 
old woman means?" 

'■ 1 conjecture," replied Fabian, " that she speaks of an old 
dotard, who is, I think, the general referee concerning the history 
and antiquities of this old town, and of the savage family that lived 
here, perhaps before the flood." 

" And who, I dare say," said ihe knight, " knows as much about 
the matter as she herself does. But where is this man ? a se\ion 
is he .' He may be acquainted with places of concealment, which 
are often fabricated in Gothic buildings, and known to those wh"'- 
business calls them to frequent them- Come, my good ' 
bring this man to me ; or, what may be better, I wi'' 
we have already spent too much time." 

■' Time ! " replied the old woman, — " is tip 
honour? lam sure I can hardly get so 
bold sout and body together. You are oo 
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She led the way accordingls-, blundering over heaps of rubl 
and encountering all the embarrassments of a. ruinous street, 
lighting the way to Sir Aymcr, who, K'^'ng his horse to one ol his 
attendants, and desiring Fabian to be ready at a call, scrambled 
after as well as the slowness of his guide would permit. 

Doth were soon involved in the remains of the old church, much 
dilapidated as it had been by wanton damage done to it by the sol- 
diery, and so much impeded by rubbish, that the knight marvelled 
how the old woman could find the way. She kept talking all the 
while as she stumbled onward. Sometimes she called out in % 
screeching tone, " Powheid ! Lazarus Powheid !"— and then mut- 
tered — " Ay, ay, the old man will be busy with some of his duties, 
as he calls them ; I wonder he fashes wl' them in these times. But 
never mind, 1 warrant they will last for his da;-, and for mine ; and 
the times. Lord help us ! for all that I can see, are well enough for 
those that are to live in them." 

" Are you sure, good woman," replied the knight, " thai there is 
&ny inhabitant in these ruins? For my part, 1 should rather 
suppose that you arc taking me to the charnel-house of the dead.'' 

■' Maybe you arc right," said the old woman, with a ghastly 
laugh ; " carles and earlines agree wecl with funeral x'aults and 
charnel-houses, and when an auld bedral dwells near the dead, he is 
living, ye ken, among his customers— Halloo ! Powheid ! Laiarus 
Powheid! there is a gentleman would sficak with you;" and she 
added, with some sort of emphasis, "an English noble genilci 
— one of the honourable garrison." 

An old man's step was now heard advancing, so slowly that 
glimmering light which he held in his hand was visible on 
ruined walls of the vault some time before it showed the person wbf 

The shadow of the old man was also projected upon the illumi- 
nated wall ere his person came in view ; his dre^s was in consitlci^ 
able confusion, owing to his having been roused from his bed ; and 
BJnce artificial light was forbidden by the regulations of the garri- 
son, the natives of Douglas Vale spent in sleep the time that they 
could not very well get rid of by any oilier means. The sexii 
was a tall thin man, emaciated by years and by privations ; 
body was bent habitually by his occupation of grave -digging, 
his e)'C naturally inclined downwards to the scene of his lat 
His hand sustained the cruise or little lamp, which he held 
throw light upon bis visitant ; at the same time it displayed to the 
young knight the features of the person with whom hi 
confronted, which, though neither handsome nor plea 
strongly marked, sagacious, and venerable, indicating, at the 
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ttme, a certain air of dignity, which a^e, even mere poverty, may 
be found occasionally to bestow, as conferring thai liisl melancholy 
species of independence proper to those whose situation can hardly, 
by any imaginable means, be rendered much worse than years and 
fortune have already made iL The habit of a lay brother added 
somewhat of religious importance to his appearance. 

" What would you with me, young man ? " said the sexton. 
"Your youthful features, and your gay dress, bespeak one who 
Stands in need of my ministry neither for himself nor for others." 

" I am, indeed," replied the knight, "a living man, and tliercfore 
need not either shovel or pick-axe for my own behoof. 1 am not, 
as you see, attired in mournin<;, and therefore need not your 
olfices in behalf of any friend ; I would only a^k you a few 
questions." 

" What you would have done mu5t needs be done, you being at 
present one of our rulers, and, as 1 think, a man of authority," 
replied the seiton ; " follow me this way into my poor habitation ; 
1 have had a better in my day ( and yet. Heaven knows, it is good 
enough for me, when many men of much greater consequence must 
perforce content themselves with worse." 

He opened a lowly door, which was fitted, though irregularly, to 
fien'C as the entrance of a vaulted apartment, where it appeared 
that the old man held, apart fiotn the living world, his wretched 
and solitary dwelling.* The floor, composed of paving stones, laid 
together with some accuracy, and here and there inscribed with 
letters and hieroglyphics, as if they had once upon a time served to 
distinguish sepulchres, was indifferently well swept, and a fire at 
tbe upper end directed its smoke into a bole which served for a 
chimney. The spade and pick-axe (with other tools,) which the 
chamberlain of mortality makes use of, lay scattered about the 
apartment, and, with a rude stool or two, and a table, where some 
inexperienced hand had unquestionably supplied the labours of the 
joiner, were nearly the only furniture, if we include the old man's 
bed of straw, lying in a corner, and discomposed, as if he bad been 
just raised from it. At the lower end of the apartment, the wall 
was almost entirely covered by a large escutcheon, such as is 
usually hung over the graves of men of very high rank, having the 
appropriate quarters, 10 the number of sixteen, each properly bla- 
zoned and distinct, placed as ornaments ^.rouod the principal 
armorial coat itself. 

" Let us sit," said tbe old man; "the posture will belter enable 
my faihng ears to apprehend your meaning, and the asthma will 
deal with me more mercifully in pcnnilling tne to make you undo 
■tand mine,* 
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A peal of short asllimaiic coughs attested the violence of tli5 
disorder which he had last named, and the young knight followed 
his host's example, iii sitting down on one of the rickety stools by 
the side of the fire. The old man brought from one comer of the 
spartment an apron, which he occasionally wore, full of broken 
boards in irregular pieces, some of which were covered wiih . 
black cloth, or driven full of nails, black, as it might happen, or 
gilded. 

" You will find this fresh fuel necessary," said the old man. " to 
keep some degree of heat within this waste apartment ; nor are the 
vnpours of mortality, with which this vault is apt to be filled, if the 
fire is permitted lo become extinct, indifferent to the lungs of the 
dainiy and the healthy, like your worship, though lo me they are 
become habitual. The wood will catch fire, although it is some 
time ere the damps of the grave are overcome by the drier air and 
the warmth of the chimney." 

Accordingly, the relics of mortality with which the old man had 
heaped his fireplace, began by degrees to send forth a thict 
unctuous vapour, which at length leaped to light, and bUiing up 
the aperture, gave a degree of liveliness to the gloomy scene. The 
blazonry of the huge escutcheon met and returned the rays with as 
brilliant a reflection as that lugubrious object was capable of, and 
the whole apartment looked with a fantastic gaiety, strangely 
mingled with the gloomy ideas which its ornaments were calci»- 
lated to impress upon the imagination. 

"You are astonished," said the old man, "and perhaps, Sir 
Knight, you have never before seen these relics of the dead applied 
to the purpose of rendering the living, in some degree, more com- 
fortable than their condition would otherwise admit of," 

" Comfortable I " relumed the Knight of Valence, shrugging hij 
shoulders ; " 1 should be sorrj', old man, to know that I had a dog 
that was as indifferently quartered as thou art, whose grey hair* 
have certainly seen better days." 

" It may be," answered the sexton, "and it may be otherwise; 
but It was not, I presume, concerning my own history that your 
worship seemed disposed to ask me some questions ; and I would 
venture lo enquire, therefore, to whom ihey have relation ?" 

" I will speak plainly to you," replied Sir Aymer, " and you ftill 
at once acknowledge the necessity of giving a short and distinct 
reply. I have even now met in the streets of this village a person 
only shown to me by a single flash of light, who had the audacity 
to display the armorial Insignia and utter the war-cry oT the 
Douglasses ; nay, If I could trust a transient glar " " 

cavalier had the {e?.tuies and the dark complexion | 
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Doughs. I am referred to ihee as to one who possesses means of 
explaining this extraordinary circumstance, which, as an English 
knight, and one holding a charge under King Edward, I am parti- 
cularly called upon lo make enquiry into." 

" Let me make a distinction," said the old man. " The Dou- 
glasses of former generations are ray near neighbours, and, accord- 
ing to my superstitious townsmen, my acquaintances and visitors ; 
I can take It upon my conscience to be answerable for their good 
behaviour, and to become bound that none of the old barons, to 
whom the roots of that mighty tree may, it is said, be traced, will 
again disturb with their war-cry the towns orvillages of their native 
CDunir)- — not one will parade in moonshine the black armour which 
has long rusted upon thetr tombs. 

'Thelenights are dust. 
And their good swords are rust ; 
Their souls are with the saints, we trust.** 

Look around. Sir Knight, you have above and around you the men 
of whom we speak. Ucnealh us, in a iittic aisle, (which hath not 
been opened since these thin grey locks were thick and brown,) 
there lies the first man whom 1 can name as memorable among 
those of this mighty line. It is he whom the Thane of Aihot 
pointed Otit to the King of Scotland as Sholto Dhuglass, or the 
dark iron-coloured man, whose exertions had gained the battle for 
his native prince ; and who, according to this legend, bequeathed 
his name to our dale and town, though others say that the race 
assumed the name of Douglas from the stream so called in unre- 
corded times, before they had their fastness on its banks. Others, 
his descendants, called Eachain, or Hector the first, and Orodh, or 
Hugh, William, the first of that name, and Gilmour, the theme of 
many a minstrel song, commemorating achievements done under 
the oriilamme of Charles the Great, Emperor of France, have all 
consigned themselves lo their last sleep, nor has their memory been 
sufficiently preserved from the waste of lime. Something we know 
concerning their great deeds, their great power, and, alas ! their 
great crimes. Something we also know of a Lord of Douglas who 
sat in a parliament at Forfar, held by King Malcolm the First, and 
we are aware that from his attachment to hunting the wild hart, he 
built himself a tower called Blackhouse, in ihe forest of Ettrick, 
which perhaps still exists." 

" 1 claim your forgiveness, old man," said the knight, " but 1 have 
lime at present to bestow upon the recitation of the pedigree of 
House of Douglas. A less matter would hold a wdl-bcca.tlNe4. 
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minstrel in subject for r 
and holvdays included." 

'■What other information can you expect from me," said the 
sexton, "than that respecting those heroes, some of whom it has 
been my lot to consign to that eternal rest, which will for ever 
divide the dead from the duties of this world? I have told yoa 
where the race sleep, down to the reign of the royal Malcolm. I 
caa tell you also of another vault, in which lie Sir John o< Douglas- 
burn, with his son Lord Archibald, and a third William, known by 
an indenture with Lord Aberneihy. Lastly, I can tell you of him 
to whom that escutcheon, with its appurtenances of splendour and 
dignity, justly belong. Do you envy that noblsman, whom, it death 
were in the sound, I would not hesitate lo term my honouraUe 
patron? and have you any design of dishonourin;; his remainii 
It will be a poor victory ! nor does it become a knight and noble- 
man lo come in person to enjoy such a triumph over the dead, 
against whom, when he lived, there were few knights dared spue 
their horses. He fought in defence of his country, but he had not 
the good fortune of most of his ancestors, to die on the field of 
battle. Captivity, sickness, and regret for the misfortunes of bis 
native land, brought his head to the grave in his prison-hous^ in 
the land of the stranger." 

The old man's voice here became interrupted bye; 
the English knight found it difficult to com' 
the stern fashion which his duty required. 

" Old man," he said, " I do not require from thee this dutaO, 
which must be useless to me, as well as futinful to thyself. Tbott 
dost but thy duty in rendering justice to thy ancient lord ; but thou 
hast not yet explained to me why 1 have met in this town, this very 
night, and not half an hour since, a person in the arms, and bearing 
the complexion, of one of the Black Douglasses, who cried his war- 
cry as if in contempt of his conquerors." 

" Surely," replied the sexton, " it is not my business to explain 
such a lancy, otherwise than by supposing that the natural fears of 
the Southron will raise the spectre of a Douglas at any time, when 
he is within sight of the sepulchre. Methinks, in such a right as 
this, the fairest cavalier would wear the complexion of this swarthy 
race ; nor can I hold it wonderful that the war-cry which was once 
in the throats of so many thousands in this country, should issue 
upon occasion from the mouth of a single champion," 

" You are bold, old man," returned the English kni^hi j " do yon 
consider that your life is in my power, and that it may, in certain 
cases, be my duty to inflict death witli that degree of pain at whidt 
humanity shudders ? * 
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The old man rose up slowly in the light of (he blaiing fire, dis- 
playing his emaciated features, which resembled those ascribed by 
artists to Saint Anlliony of the desert ; and pointing to the feeble 
lamp, which he placed upon the coarse table, thus addressed his 
iiKerrogator, with an appearance of perfect firmness, and something . 
even resembling dignity : — 

" Young knight of England, you see that utensil constructed for 
the purpose of dispensing light amidst these fatal vaults, — it is as 
frail as any thing can well be, whose flame is supplied by living 
element, contained in a frame composed of iron. It is doubtless 
in your power entirely to end its service, by destroying the frame, 
or extinguishing the light. Threaten it with such annihdaiion. Sir 
Knight, and see whether your menace will impress any sense of 
fear either on the clement or the iron. Know that you have no 
more power over the frail mortal whom you threaten with similar 
annihilation. You may tear from my body the skin in which it ia 
now swathed, but although my nerves miglit glow with agony 
during the inhuman operation, it would produce no more impres> 
sion on me than flaying on the stag which an arrow has previously 
pierced through the hearL My age sets me beyond your cruelty : 
I think otherwise, call your agents, and commence your 
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'■You trifle with me, old : 
as if you possessed some se< 
Douglasses, who are to you 
intelligence to me whatever." 

" You may soon know," replied the old man, " all that a poor 
■exton has to communicate ; and it will not increase your knowledge 
respecting the living, though it may throw some light upon my 
proper domains which are those of the dead. The spirits of the 
deceased Douglasses do not rest in their graves during the dis- 
honour of their monuments, and the downfall of their house. That, 
upon death, the greater part of any line are consigned to the 
regions of eternal bilss, or of never-ending misery, religion will not 
luffcr us to believe, and amidst a race who had so gre.it a share of 
-worldly triumph and prosperity, we must suppose there have existed 
many who have been justly subjected to the doom of an inter- 
mediate space of punishment. You have destroyed the templci 
which were built by their posterity to propitiate Heaven for the 
welfare of their souls ; you have silenced the prayers and stop! the 
choirs, by the mediation of which the piety of children had )otr;ht 
to appease the wiaih of Heaven in behalf of thcLc aotij^vtn.v^'^^ 
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Jccied to expiatory fires. Can you wonder lha( the tormented 
spirits, thus deprived of the relief which had been proposed to Ihem, 
sUoiild not, according to the common phrase, rest in iheir graves? 
Can you wonder ihey should show themselves like discontented 
loiterers near to the places which, but for the manner in which you 
have prosecuted your remorseless warfare, might have ere now 
afforded them rest ? Or do you marvel that these flesliless warriors 
should interrupt your marches, and do what else their airy nature 
may permit to disturb your councils, and meet as far as they may 
the hostilities which you make it )'our boast lo carry on, as well 
against thuse who are deceased, as against any who may yet 
Burvive your cruelty? ° 

" Old man," replied Aymer de Valence, " you cannot expect that 
I am to take for answer a story like this, being a fiction too gross 
to charm to sleep a schoolboy tormented with the toothache ; never- 
theless, I thank God that thy doom docs not remain in my hands. 
My squire and two archers shall carry thee captive to Ihe worship- 
ful Sir John de Walton, Governor of the Castle and Valley, that he 
may deal with thee as seems meet ; nor is he a person to believe in 
your appanllons and ghosts from purgatory. — What ho ! Fabian I 
Come hither, and bring with thee two archers of the guard.* 

Fabian accordingly, who had waited at the entrance of the 
mined building, now found his way, by the light of the old sexlon't 
lamp, and the sound of his master's voice, into the singular apart- 
ment of the old man, the strange decorations of which struck the 
youth with great surprise, and some horror. 

" Take the two archers with thee, Fabian," said the Knight of 
Valence, " and, with their assistance, convey this old man. oa 
horseback, or in a litter, to the presence of the worshipful Sir John 
de Walton, Tell him what we have seen, which thou didst witness 
as well as I ; and tell him that this old sexton, whom 1 send to be 
examined by his superior wisdom, seems to know more than he is 
willing to disclose respecting otir ghostly cavalier, though he will 
give us no account of him, except intimating that he is a spirit of 
the old Douglasses from purgatory, lo which Sir John de Walton 
will give what faith he pleases. You may say, that, for my port, 
my belief is, either that the sexton is crazed by age, want, and en- 
thusiasm, or that he is connected with some plot which the countrf 
people are hatching. You may also say that I shall not use mudi 
ceremony with the youth under the care «f the Abbot of Saint 
Dride ; there is something suspicious in all the occurrences il^t aie 
now passing around us." 

Fabian promised obedience ; and the knight, pulling him aside^ 
£ave bim an Lddltiooal cau^ioo, to behave with atteoUoa in this 
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business, seeing he must recollect that neither the judgment of 
himself, nor that of his master, were apparently held in very much 
esteem by the governor ; and that it would ill become them to make 
any mistake in a matter where the safety of the Castle was perhaps 
concerned. 

" Fear me not, worshipful sir," replied the youth ; " I am return- 
ing to pure air in the first place, and a good fire in the second, both 
acceptable exchanges for this dungeon of suffocating vapours and 
execrable smells. You may trust to my making no delay ; a very 
■hort time will carry me back to Castle Douglas, even moving with 
luitable attention to this old man's bones." 

"Use him humanel)-," answered the knight. "And thou, old 
man, if thou art insensible to threats of personal danger in thij 
matter, remember, that if thou art found paltering with us, thy 
punishment will perhaps be more severe Ulan any we can inflict 
upon ihy person." 

" Can you administer the torture to the soul 7 " said the sexton. 

"As to thee," answered the knight, "we have that power; — we 
will dissolve every monastery or religious establishment held for the 
souls of these Douglasses, and will only allow the religious people 
to hold their residence there, upon condition of their praying for the 
soul of King Edward the First of glorious memory, the malUui 
ScolentiH; and if the Douglasses are deprived of the ghostly 
benefit of the prayers and services of such shrines, they may term 
thy obstinacy the cause." 

" Such a species of vengeance," answered the old man, in the 
«ame bold unsubdued tone which he had hitherto used, " were more 
worthy of the infernal Cends than of Christian men." 

The squire raised his hand. The knight interposed ; " Forbear 
him," he said, " Fabian, he is very old, and perhaps insane, — And 
you, sexion, remember that Ihe vengeance threatened is lawfully 
directed towards a family which have been the obstinate supporters 
of the excommunicated rebel, who murdered the Red Comyn ai " 
High Church in Dumfries." 

So saying, Aymer strode cut of the ruins, picking his way with 
some difficulty— took his horse, which he found at the entrance- 
repeated a caution to Fabian, to conduct himself with prudence— 
and, passing on to the south-western gate, gave the strongest iti- 
junctions concerning the necessity of keeping a vigilant watch, both 
by patrols and by sentinels, intimating at the same time ■ ' 

must have been neglected during the preceding part of • 
The men murmured an apology, the confusion of whi' 
express that there had existed some occasion for the ■ 

Sir Aymer then proceeded on his journey U> H.'un 
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^B dlmliiLshed by the absence of Fabian ana his assistants. 

^B liasiy, but not a short journey, the knight alighted at ' 

^1 Dickson's, where he found the detachment from Ayr had a 

^H before him, and were snugly housed for the night. He sent 

^V the archers Co announce his approach to the Abbot of Sai 

and his young guest, intimating at the same time, that the archer 
must keep sight of the Utter unlE he himself arrived at the cbtpd, 
which would be instantly. 
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When the nightengale singes the wodes wa 

Lef, and gras, and blosme, spiingeth in Api 

And love is to myne heric gone with one speare so kene; 

Night and day my blood hyt drvnkes. mine herte deth m 

MSS. Hail. Quoted by IVarton. 

Sir Aymer de Valence had no sooner followed his archer to 
the convent of Saint Bride, than he summoned the abbot to his 
presence, who came with the air of a man who loves his ease, and 
who is suddenly called from the couch wliere he has consigned him- 
self to a comfortable repose, at the summons of one whom he does 
not think it safe to disobey, and to whom he would not disguise his 
sense of pcei-ishness, if he durst. 

" It is a late ride," he said, " which has brought your worthy 
honour hither from the castle. May 1 be informed of the cause, 
after the arrangement so recently gone into with the governor ? " 

" it is my hope," replied the knight, " that you, Father Abbot, 
are not already conscious of it ; suspicions arc afloat, and 1 myself 
have this night seen something to confirm them, that some of the 
obstinate rebels of this country arc again setting afoot dangerous 
practices, to the peril of the garrison ; and 1 come, fatiier, to see 
whether, in requital of many favours received from the English 
monarch, you will not merit his bounty and protection, by con- 
triliuiing to the discovery of the designs of his enemies." 

"Assuredly so," ansivcred Father Jerome, in an ngitiited voicK 
"Must unquestionably my information should stand at your coot* 
mand ; that is, if I knew anything the communication of wtudi 
could be of advantage to you." 

" Father Abbot," replied the English knight, " although it is rash 
to make myself responsible for a North-country man in thcseiiina« 
yet I own 1 do consider you as one who lias ever been faithfnDj 
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Subject ta the King of England, and I willingly hope that you will 

"And a fine encouragement I have ! ■ said the abbot ; "to be 
called out of my bed at midnight, in this raw weather. 10 undergo 
the examination of a knight, who i» the youngest, perhaps, of his 
own honourable rank, and who will not tell mc the subject of the 
inieiTOgatorics, but detains me on this culd pavement, till, accord- 
ing to the opinion of Celsus, the podagra which lurks in my feet 
may be driven into my stomach, and then good-night to abbacy 
and examinations from henceforward," 

"Good father," said the young man, "the spirit of the limes must 
teach thee patience 1 recollect (hat I can feel no pleasure in this 
duly, and that if an insurrection should lake place, the rebels, who 
are sufficiently displeased with thee for acknowledging the English 
monarch, would hang thee from thine own steeple to feed the crows ; 
or thai, if thou hast secured thy peace by some private compact 
w ilh the insurgents, the English governor, who will sooner or later 
gain the advantage, will not fail to treat thee as a rebel to his 
sovereign." 

" Ii may appear to you, my noble son," answered the anbot, ob- 
viously discomposed, " that 1 am hung up, in this case, on the horns 
of the dilemma which you have staled ; nevertheless, 1 protest to 
you, that if any one accuses me of conspiring with the rebels 
agjinst the King of England, I am ready, provided you give me 
time to swallaiv a potion recommended by Cclsus in my perilous 
case, to answer with the most perfect sincerity every question which 
thou canst put 10 me upon that subject." So saying, he called 
upon a monk who had attended at his Iev<!e, and giving him a large 
key, whispered something in his ear. The cup which the monk 
brought, was of such capacity as proved Celsus's draught required 
to be administered in considerable quantity, and a strong smell 
which it spread through the apartment, accredited the knight'* 
suspicion that the medicine chieily consisted of what were then 
termed distilled waters, a preparation known ii " 
sometime before that comfottable s 
general. The abbot, neither overa' 
quantity of the potion, took it off w 
called a feeling of solace and plea 
more composed ; hcsignilied himself as comforted extraordinarily 
by the medicine, and willing to proceed to answer any questions 
which could be put to him by his gallant young friend 

" At present," said the knight, " you are aware, father, that 
strangers travelling through this country, must be the first objects 
of oui suspicioiu and enquiries. What is, for examgUt'j'A'ax qw'^ 
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opinion of the youth termed Augustine, the son, or calling himself 
so, of a person called Berlram the minstrel, who has resided for 
some days in your convent ? " 

The abbot heard the question with eyes expressiTC of surprise at 
the quarter from which it came. 

" Assuredly," said he, " I think of him as a youth who, from any 
thing 1 have seen, is of that encelient disposition, both with respect 
to loyalty and religion, which i should have expected, were I to 
judge from the estimable person who committed him to my 

With this the abbot bowed to the knight, as if he had conceived 
that this repartee gave him a silencing advantage in any question 
which could follow upon that subject; and he was probably, there- 
fore, surprised when Sir Aymer replied as follows : — 

"It is very true. Father Abbot, that I myself did recommend 
this stripling lo you as a youth of harmless disposition, ar.d with 
respect to wliom it would be unnecessary to exercise the strict 
vigilance extended to others in similar circumstances ; but the 
evidence which seemed to me to vouch for this young man's inno- 
cence, has not appeared so satisfactory lo my superior and com- 
mander ; and it is by his orders that I now make farther enquiries 
of you. You must think they are of consequence, since we again 
trouble you, and at so unwonted an hour." 

" I can only protest by my order, and by the veil of Saint Bride," 
replied the abbot, the spirit of Celsus appearing to fail his pupil, 
" that whatever evil may be in this matter, is totally unknown to 
me— nor could it be extorted from me by racks or implements of 
torture. Whatever signs of disloyalty may have been evinced by 
this young man, I have witnessed none of them, although 1 have 
been strictly attentive to his behaviour," 

" In what respect ?" said the knight—" and what is the result of 
your observation f 

"My answer," said the abbot of Saint Bride, "shall be sincere 
and downright. The youth condescended upon paymerjt of a cer- 
tain number of gold crowns, not by any means to repay the hos- 
pitality of the church of Saint Bride, but merely " 

" Nay, father," interrupted the knight, " you may cut that short. 
since the governorand I well understand the terms upon which the 
monks of Saint Bride exercise their hospitality. In what manner, 
it is more necessary to ask, was it received by this boy ? " 

" With the utmost gentleness and moderation, noble sir," an- 
swered the abbot ; " mdeed, it appeared to mc, at first, that he 
mi;ihl be a troublesome guest, since the amount of his bcnevoloHg 
to the convent was such as to encourage, and, in some dcgi 
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■uthoriw, his demanding accommodation of a kind superior to 
what we had to bestow.' 

"In which case," said Sir Aymer, "you would have had the 
discomfort of returning some part of the money you had re- 
cei\-ed ? ' 

"That," replied the abbot, "would have been a mode of seUle- 
mcni contrary to our vows. What is paid to the treasury of Saint 
Bridget cannot, agreeably to our rule, be on any account restored. 
But, nobie knight, there was no occasion for this j a crust of white 
bread and a draught of milk were diet sufficient to nourish this 
poor youth for a day, and it was my own anxiety for his health that 
dictated the furnishing of hi* cell with a softer bed and coverlet 
than are quite consistent with the rules of our order." 

" Now hearken to what I say, Sir Abbot, and ansiver mc truly,* 
said the Knight of Valence — " What communication has this youth 
held with the inmates of your convent, or with those beyond your 
house ? Search your memory concerning this, and let me hi 
ft distinct answer, for your guest's safety and your own depend 
upon it." 

" As I am a Christian m.in," said the abbot, " I have obseri'ed 
nothing which could give ground for your worship's suspicions. 
The boy Augustine, unlike those whom 1 have observed who have 
been educated in the world, showed a marked preference to tt 
company ot such sisters as the house of Saint Bride contain 
rather than for that of the monks, my brethren, although there a 
Rmong them pleasant and conversible men." 

" Scandal," said the young knight, " might find a reason for that 
preference." 

" Not in the case of the sisters of Saint Bridget," said the abbot 
"most of whom have been either sorely misused by time, or tliei 
comeliness destroyed by some mishap previously to their boinj 
received into the seclusion of the house,'' 

This observation the good father made with some internal mo 
ment of mirth, which was apparently excited at the idea of the 
sisterhood of Saint Bridget becoming attractive to any one by dint 
of their personal beauty, in which, as it happened, they *ere a 
notably, and almost ludicrously, deficient. The English knight, 1 
whom the sisterhood were well known, felt also inclined to smile at 

" I acquit," he said, " the pious sisterhood of charming, oihenvise 
than by their kind wishes, and allcntion to the wants of the sufTerin" 
stranger." 

"Sister Beatrice," continued the father, resuming his gravity 
"is indeed blessed with a winning gift of making ttiTOSAa »s 
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syllabubs ; but, on minute enquiry, I do not find that the youth 
has lasted any of them. Neither is sister Ursula so hard-fevourcd 
by nature, as from the effects of an accident ; but your honour 
knows thai when a woman is ugly, the men do not trouble iheni' 
selves about the cause of her hard favour. I will go, u'ith your 
leave, and see in what state the youth now is, and summon blm 
before you." 

" I retiuesl you to do so, father, for the affair is instant : and I 
earnestly advise you to watch, in the closest manner, this Augus- 
tine's behaviour ; you cannot be too particular. 1 will wait yotii 
return, and either carry the boy to the castle, or leave him here, as 
circumstances may seem to require." 

The abbot bowed, promised his utmost exertions, and hobbled 
out of the room to wail on the youth Augustine in his cell, anxious 
to favour, if possible, the wishes of De Valence, whom he looked 
upon as rendered by circumstances his military patron. 

He remained long absent, and Sir Aymer began to be of opinion 
that the delay was suspicious, when the abbot returned with per- 
plesity and discomposure in his countenance, 

" I crave your pardon for keeping your worship waiting," said 
Jerome, with much anxiety ; " but I have myself been detained and 
vexed by unnecessary formalities and scruples on the part of this 
peevish boy. In the first place, hearing my foot approaching his 
bedroom, my youth, instead of undoing the door, which would 
have been but proper respect to my place, on the contrary draws a 
Strong bolt on the inside: and this fastening, forsooth, has been 
placed on his chamber by Ursula's command, that his slumbers 
might be suitably respected. I intimated to him as 1 best could, 
that he must attend you H-ithout delay, and prepare to accompany 
you to the Castle of Douglas ; but he would not answer a single 
word, save recommending to me patience, to which 1 was fain to 
have recourse, as well as your archer, whom I found standing 
sentinel before the door of the cell, and contenting himself with 
the assurance of the sisters that there was no other passage by 
which Augustine could make his escape. At length the door opens, 
and my young master presents himself fully arrayed for his journer. 
The truth is, I think some fresh attack of his malady has afTecicd 
the youth ; lia may perhaps be disturbed with some touch of hypo- 
chondria, or black choler, a species of dotage of the mint], which is 
sometimes found concomitant with and symptomatic of this dis- 
order : but lie is at present composed, and if your worship cbDoscs 
lo see him, he is at your command." 

"Call him hi I her," said the knight. And a considerable space c4 
time again elapsed ere the eloquence of the abbot, half chiding and 
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half sooihing, prevailed on the lady, in her adopied character, to 
approach the parlour, in which at last she made her appearance, 
with !x countenance on which the marks of tears might still be 
discovered, and a pettish suUenncss, like that of a boy, or, wilh 
reverence, that of a girl, who is determined upon taking her own 
way in any matter, and equally resolved to give no reason for her 
doing so. Her hurried lev^e had rot prevented her attending 
closely to all the mufRings and disguising; by which her pilgrim's 
dress was arranged, so as to alter her appearance, and effcctuaiij' 
disguise her sex. But as civility prevented her wearing her large 
slouched hat, she necessarily exposed her countenance more than 
in the open air ; and though the knighi beheld a most lovely set of 
features, yet they were not such as were inconsistent with the 
character she had adopted, and which she had resolved upon 
maintaining to the last. She had, accordingly, mustered up a 
degree of courage which was nnt natural lo her, and which she 
perhaps supported by hopes which her situation hardly admitted. 
■So soon as she found herself in the same apartment with Oe Valence, 
she assumed a style of manners, bolder and more determined than 
the had hitherto displayed. 

" Ynur worship," she said, addressing him even before be spoke, 
* is a knight of England, and possessed, doubtless, of the virtues 
which become that noble station. I am an unfortunate lad, obliged, 
by reasons which I am under the necessity of keeping secret, to 
travel In a dangerous country, where I am suspected, without any 
just cause, of becoming accessory to plots and conspiracies which 
ore contrary to my own interest, and which my very soul abhors ; 
and which I might safely abjure, by imprecating upon myself all 
the curses of our religion and renouncing all its promises, if I were 
accessory to such designs, in thought, word, or deed. Nevertheless, 
you, who will not believe my solemn protestations, are about to 
proceed against me as a guilty person, and in so doing I must 
warn you. Sir Knight, that you will commit a great and cruel 
injustice." 

" I shall endeavour lo avoid that," said the kntght, " by referring 
the duly to Sir John de Walton, the governor, who will decide what 
is to be done ; in this case, my only duty will be Co pla< 
his hands at Douglas Castle." 

" Must you do this ? " said Augustine. 

" Certainly," replied the knight, "or be answerable for n—' 
my duly." 

" But if I become bound 10 answer your loss viil 

money, a large tract of land" 

land,— supposing such ■! 
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answered the knight, " can atone for disgrace ; and besides, hoy, 
how should I (rust to your warrant, were my avaiice such as would 
induce mc to listen to such proposals ? " 

" I must then prepare to attend you instantly to the Castle of 
Douglas and the presence of Sir John de Walton?" replied 

" Young man," answered De Valence, " there is no remedy, 
Bince, it you delay me longer, I must carry you tliiiher by force." 

" What will be the consequence to my father ? " said the youth. 

"That," replied the knight, "will depend exactly on ihe nature 
of your confession and his ; something you both have to say, as is 
evident from the terms of the letter Sir John de Walton conveyed 
to you ; and I assure you, you were better to speak it out at once 
than to risk the consequences of more delay. I can admit of no 
more trilling ; and, believe me, that your fate will be entirely ruled 
by your own frankness and candour." 

" I must prepare, then, to travel at your command," said the 
youth. "But this cruel disease still hangs around me, and Abbot 
Jerome, whose leechcraft is famous, will himself assure you that 1 
cannot travel without danger of my life ; and that while 1 was 
residing in this convent, I declined every opportunity of exercise 
which was offered me by Ihe kindness of the garrison at Hazelside, 
lest I might by mishap bring the contagion among your men.'' 

" The youth says right," said the Abbot ; " the archers and mei»- 
at-arms have more than once sent to invite this lad to join in some 
of their military games, or to amuse them, perhaps, with some of 
his minstrelsy ; but he has uniformly declined doing so ; and, 
according to my belief, it is the effects of this disorder which have 
prevented his accepting an indulgence so natural to his age, and in 
so dull a place as the convent of Saint Bride must needs seem to a 
youth bred up in the world," 

" Do you then hold, reverend father," safd Sir Aymer, " thai 
there is real danger in carrying this youth to the castle to-nighl, as 
I proposed ? " 

" I conceive such danger," replied the Abbot, " lo exist, not only 
AS it may occasion the relapse of the poor youth himscll, but as 
particularly likely, no preparations having been made, to introduce 
the infection among your honourable garrison ; for it is in these 
relapses, more than in the 6rst violence of the malady, that it has 
been found most contagious." 

" Then," said the knight, " you must be contcni, ray friend, to 
give a share of your room.to an archer, by way of sentinel," 

"1 cannot object," said Augustine, "provided my unfottwnaS 
vicinity does not endanger the health of the poor soldic; 
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" He wfll be as ready to do his duty," said the Abbot, " without 
the door of the apanmcnt as wilhin it ; and if the youth should 
sleep soundly, which the presence of a guard in his chamber miyht 
prevent, he is the more likely to answer your purpose on tha 

" Let it be so," said Sir Aymer ; " so you are sure that you do 
not minister any faciliiy of escipc." 

" The apartment," said the monk, " hath no other entrance ihan 
that which is guarded by the archer, but to content on, I shall 
secure the door in your presence." 

" So be it, then," said the knight of Valence ; " this done, I 
myself will lie down without doffing my mail-shirt, and snatch a 
sleep till the ruddy dawn calls me again to duty, when you, Augus- 
tine, will hold yourself ready to attend me to our Casde of 

The bells of the convent summoned the inhabitants and inmates 
of Saint Btide to morning prayers at the first peep of day. When 
this duty was over, the knight demanded his prisoner. The abbot 
marshalled him to the door of Augustine's chamber. The sentinel 
who was stationed there, armed with a brown-bill, or species of 
partisan, reported that he had heard no motion in the apartment 
during the whole night. The abbot lapped at the door, but rc- 
ceii'ed no answer. He knocked again louder, but the silence was 
unbroken from wilhin. 

"What means this.*" said the reverend ruler of the convent of 
Saint Bride ; " my young patient has certainly fallen into a, syncope 
or swoon ! " 

" 1 wish, Father Abbot," said the knight, " that he may not have 
made his escape instead, an accident which both you and I may be 
required to answer, since, according to our strict duly, we ought 
to have kept sight of him, and detained him in close custody until 
daybreak." 

" I trust your worship," said the abbot, "only anticipates a mis- 
fortune which I cannot think possible." 

" We shall speedily see," said the knight ; and raising his voices 
he called aloud, so as to be heard wilhin, " Bring crow-bars and 
levers, and burst me that door into splinters without an instant's 

The loudness of his voice, and the stern tone in which he spoke, 
loon brought around him the brethren of the house, and two or 
three soldiers of his own party, who were already busy in capa- 
risoning their horses. The displeasure of the young knight was 
manifested by his flushed features, and the abrupt manner in which j 
lie again repeated his commands lor breaking cpen the dout, T^'''*^ 
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was speedily performed, though it required the application of con- 
siderable strength, and as the shattered remains (ell crashing into 
the apartment, Dc Valence sprung, and the abbot hobbled, into the 
cell of the prisoner, which, to the fuirilment of their worst suspicion:^ 
they fouad empty. 



CFIAPTER XL 



Where IS he? Has the deep earth swalloiv'd him ? 

Or hath he melted like some airy phantom 

That shuns the approach o( morn and the young saa I 

Or hath he wrapt him in Cimmerian darUncsj, 

And pass'd beyond the circuit of the sight 

With things of the night's shadows ? 

The disappearance of the youth, whose disguise and whose fate 
have, we hope, inclined our readers to take some interest In him, 
will require some explanation ere we proceed with the other 
personages of the story, and we shall set about giving it accordingly. 

When Augustine was consigned to his ceil for the second lime 
on the preceding evening, both the monk and the young Knight of 
Valence had seen the key turned upon him, and had heard him 
secure the door in the inside with the bolt which had been put on at 
his request by sister Ursula, in whose affections the youth of 
Augustine, his extreme handsomeness, and, above all, his indispo- 
sition of body and his melancholy of mind, had gained bita 
considerable interest. 

So soon, accordingly, as Augustine re-entered his apartment, be 
was greeted in a whisper by the sister, who, during the interval of 
his absence, had contrived to slip into the cell, and having tappiced 
herself behind the little bed, came out, with great appearance of joy, 
to greet the return of the j'outh. The number of httle attentions, 
the disposal of holly boughs, and such other evergreens as the 
season permitted, showed the anxiety of the holy sisters to decorate 
the chamber of their guest, and the greetings of sister Ursula 
expressed the same friendly interest, at the same lime iniimatii^ 
that she was already in some degree in possession of the stiangci's 
mystery. 

As Augustineandtheholysisterwerebusied in exchange of confi- 
dence, the extraordinary dlHerence between their countenances and 
their persons must have struck any one who might have been acci- 
dentally a witness of their interview. The dark pilgrims robe 
the disguised fcmtkle, <has aot a. stronger contrast to tbe 
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woollen garment worn by ihe votaress of Saint Bride, than the 
visage of the nun, seamed with many a ghastly scar, and tht light 
of ojie of her eyes extinguished for ever, causing it lo roll a sight- 
less luminary in her head, was to the beautiful countenance of 
Augustine, now bent with a confidential, and even affectionate 
look, vpon the extraordinary features of her companion. 

" You know," said the supposed Augustine, " the principal part 
of my story ; can you, or wil! you, lend me your assistance ? If 
not, my dearest sister, you must consent to niiness my death, 
rather than my shame. Yes, sister Ursula, I will not be painted at 
by the finger of scorn, as the thoughtless maiden who sacrificed so 
much for a young man, of whose attachment she was not so wcil 
assured as she ought to have been. I will not be dragged before 
De Walton, for the purpose of being compelled, by threats of tor- 
lure, to declare myself the female in honour of whom he holds the 
Dangerous Castle. No doubt, he might be glad to give his hand 
in wedlock to a damsel whose dowry is so ample ; but who can tell 
whether he will regard me with that respect which every woman 
would wish to command, or pardon that boldness of which I have 
been E"'lt^i even though its consequences have been in his own 
favour?" 

" Nay, my darling daughter," answered the nun, " comfort your- 
self; (or in all 1 can aid you, be assured I will. My means are 
somewhat more than my present situation may express, and, be 
assured, they shall be tried to the uttermost. Methinks I still hear 
that lay which you sung to the other sisters and myself, although I 
alone, touched by feelings kindred to yours, had the address to 
comprehend that it told your own tale." 

■' I am yet surprised," said Augustine, speaking beneath her 
breath, " how I had the boldness to sing in your cars the lay, which, 
in fact, was the history of my disgrace." 

" Alas ! that you will say so," returned the nun ; " there was 
a word but what resembled those tales of love and of high-spirited 
daring which the best minstrels love to celebrate, and the noblest 
knights and maidens weep at once and smile to hear. The Lady 
Augusta of Berkely, a great heiress, according to the world, both 
in land and movable goods, becomes the King's ward by the death 
of her parents ; and thus is on the point of being given away i 
marriage to a minion of the King of England, whom in these 
Scottish valleys, we scruple not to tall a peremptory tyrant." 

" I must not say so, my sister," said the pilgrim ; "and yet, true 
it is. that the cousin of the obscure parasite Caviston, on whom ihs \ 
king wished to confer my poor hand, was neither by birth, m^" 
Der circumstance, worthy of such an alliance. ^Vt^ixo^vnA "^ 
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of the fame of Sir John de Walton ; and I beard of it not with d 
less inicrest that his feais of chivalry ii'ere said to adorn a kr" 
who, rich in every thing else, was poor in worldly goods, and in ihe 
smiles of fortune. 1 saw this Sir John de Walton, and 1 acknow- 
ledge ihal a thought, which had already intruded itself on my itn« 
ajination, became, after this interview, by frequent recurrence, 
more faniiliar, and more welcome to me. Meihought that the 
daughter of a powerful English family, if she could give away with 
her hand such wealth as the world spoke of, would more justly and 
honourably bestow it in remedying the errors of fortune in rcgutd 
to a gallant knight like De Walton, than in patching the revenues 
of a begg.iriy Frenchman, whose only merit was in being the kins- 
man of a man who was very generally detested by the whole 
kingdom of England, excepting the infatuated monarch himself.* 

" Nobly designed, my daughter," said the nun ; " what more 
worthy of a noble heart, possessing riches, beauty, birth, and rank, 
than to confer them all upon indigent and chivalrous merit ? " 

" Such, dearest sister, was my intention," replied Au^stine i 
"bull have, perhaps, scarce sufficiently explained the manner in 
which I meant to proceed. By the advice of a minstrel of Dur 
house, the same who is now prisoner at Douglas, I caused exhibit 
a brge feast upon Christmas eve, and sent invitations abroad to the 
young knights of noble name who were known to spend their leisure 
in quest of arms and adventures. When the tables were drawn, 
and the feast concluded, Bertram, as had been before devised, was 
called ujwn to take his harp. He sung, receiving from all who 
were present the attention due to a minstrel of so much fame. 
The theme which he chose, was the frequent capture of this 
Douglas Castle, or, as the poet termed it, Castle Dangerous. 
' Where are the champions of the renowned Edward the First,' 
said the minstrel, ' when the realm of England cannot furnish a 
man brave enough, or sufficiently expert in the wars, to defend a 
miserable hamlet of the North against the Scottish rebels, who 
have vowed lo retake it over our soldiers' heads ere the year rolls 
to an end ? Where are the noble ladies, whose smiles used to give 
countenance to the Knights of Saint George's Cross? Alas I the 
spirit of love and of chivalry is alike dead amongst us— our knights 
arc limited lo petty enterprises — and our noblest heiresses are given 
as priies to strangers, as if their own countr>' had no one to deserve 
them,' — Here stopt the harp ; and I shame lo say, that I myself, as 
if moved to enthusiasm by the song of the minstrel, axose, and 
taking from my neck the chain of gold which supported a crucifix 
of special sanctity, I made my vow, alivays under the King's i 
It 1 wou\A £\\c Tivj kind, and the inheritance < 
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fjllicrs, to the good knight, being of noWe birtli and lineage, 
wlio sliould keep the Castle of DDu;;las in tlie King of England's 
name, for a year and a day. I sat down, my dearest sister, 
deafened with the jubilee in ivhich my guests expressed their 
applause of my supposed patriotism. Yet some degree of pause 
took place amidst the young knights, who might reasonably have 
been aapposed ready to embrace this offer, although at the ri^k 
of being encumbered with Augusta of Berkely." 

" Sh.imc on the man," said sister Ursula, "who should think 
■D 1 Put 3-our beauty alone, my dearest, into consideration, and a 
true knight ought to have embraced the dangers of twenty Castles 
of Douglas, rather than let such an invaluable opportunity of 
gaining your favour be lost." 

" It may be thai some in reality thought so," said the pilgrim ; 
" but it was supposed that the king^s favour might be lost by those 
who seemed loo anxious to thwarl his royal purpose upon his 
ward's hat.d. At any tale, greatly to my joy, tlic only persoa 
who availed himself of Ihe offer 1 had made, was Sir John do 
Walton ; and as his acceptance of it was guarded by a clause, 
saving and reserving the king's approbation, I hope he has not 
sulTcred any diminution of Edward's favour." 

" Assure yourself, noble and high-spirited young lady," replied 
the nun, " that there is no fear of thy generous devotion hurting 
thy lover nith ihe King of England. Something we hear concern- 
ing worldly passages, even in this remote nook of St. Bride's 
cloister ; and the report goes among the English soldiers that their 
king was indeed offended at your pulling your will in opposition to 
bis own ; yet, on the other hand, this preferred lover. Sir John da 
Walton, was a man of such extensive fame, and your otTer was so 
much in the character of better but not forgotten limes, that even 
ft king could not at the beginning of a long and stubborn war 
deprive an errant cavalier of his bride. If she should be duly won 
by his sword and lance." 

"Ah! dearest sister Ursula 1" sighed the disguised pilgrim, 
" but, on the other hand, how much time must pass by in the siege, 
by defeating which that suit must needs be advanced? While 
I sat in my lonely castle, tidings after tidings came to astound me 
with the numerous, or rather the constant dangers, with which my 
lover was surrounded, until at length, in a moment I think of mad- 
ness, I resolved to set out in this mascuhne disguise ; and having 
myself with my own eyes seen in what situation I had placed my 
knight, I determined to lake such measures in respect to shorten- 
ing the term of his trial, or otherwise, as a sight of Dnuglas 
Casllc, and — why should I deny it.'— of Sir John dt WaJ-v-Bm^ 
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might suggest Perhaps you, my dearest sister, may not so well 
understand my being lempted iiilo flinching from the resolution 
which I had l^id down for my own honour, and that of my 
]o\'cr ; but consider, that my resolution was the consequence of 
a moment of excHalioii, and that the course which I adopted 
was the conclusion of a long, wasting, sickening stale of uncer- 
tainly, the effect of whicli was to weaken (he nerves which were 
once highly strung wiih love of my country, as I thought ; but 
in reality, alas ! with fond and anxious feelings of a more selfish 
description." 

" Alas ! " said sister Ursula, evincing the strongest symptoms 
of intere<it and compassion, " am 1 the person, dearest ciidd, 
whom you suspect of insensibility to the distresses which are the 
fruit of true love? Do you suppose that the air which is breathed 
within these walls has the property, upon the female heart, of 
such marvellous fountains as they say change into stone the sub- 
stances which are immersed into their waters? Hear my tale, 
and judge if it can be thus with one who possesses my causes 
of grief. And do not fear for loss of time ; we must let our 
neighbours at Hazelside be settled for the evening, ere I fumisb 
you with the means of escape; and you must have a trusty 
guide, for whose fidelity I will be responsible, 10 direct your 
path through these woods, and protect you in case of any danger, 
too likely lo occur in these troublesome limes. It will thus be 
nigh an hour ere you depart ; and sure 1 am that in no manner 
can you spend the time better than in listening to distresses too 
similar to your own, and flowing from the source of disappointed 
affection which you must needs sympathise with." 

The distresses of the Lady Augusta did not prevent her being 
'n some degree affected almost ludicrously with the singular cott- 
trast between the hideous countenance of this victim of the tender 
passion, and the cause to which she imputed her sorrows ; but it 
was not a moment for giving way to a sense of the ridiculous, 
which would have been in the highest degree offensive to the sister 
of Saint Bride, whose good-will she had so many reasons to con- 
ciliate. She readily, therefore, succeeded in preparing herself to 
listen to the votary witli an appearance of sympathy, which might 
reward tbat which she had herself experienced at tie hands of 
sister Ursula; while the unfortunate recluse, with an agitation 
which made her ugliness still more conspicuous, nartatct], nearly 
ia a whisper, the following circumstances :— 

" My misfortunes commenced long before I was called sister 
Ursula, or secluded as a votaress within these walls. My faitMW 
was a noble Norman, who, like many of his countrymen, » 
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and found fortune at the court of the King of Scotland. He was 
endowed with the sherifTUoni of this county, and Maurice de 
Ha.Itely, or Hautlieu, was numbered among ihe wealthy and 
powerful barona of Scotland, Wherefore should I deny it, tl.al 
the daughter of this baron, then called Margaret de Hauilicu, was 
also disiinsuished among the great and fair of ilie land f It can 
be no censurable vanity which provokes me to speak the truth, 
and unless 1 tell it myself, you could hardly suspect what a resem- 
blance I once bore even to the lovely Lady Augusta of Derkely. 
About this time broke out those unfortunate feuds of Druce and 
Baliol, which have been so long the curse of this country. My 
father, determined in his choice of parly by the arguments of his 
wealthy kinsmen at the court of Edward, embraced with passion 
the faction of the English interest, and became one of the keenest 
partisans, at first of John Baliol. and afterwards of the English 
monarch. None among the An;:locised-Scoltish, as his party was 
called, were so zcalousas he for the red cross, and no one uas more 
detested by his countrymen who followed the national standard of 
Saint Andrew and the patriot Wallace. Among those soldiers of 
the soil, Malcolm Fleming of Biggar was one of the most distin- 
guished by his noble birth, his high acquirements, and his fame 
in chivalry. I saw him ; and ilie ghastly spectre who nonr 
addresses you must not be ashamed (o say, that she loved, and 
was beloved by, one of the handsomest youths in Scotland. 
Our attachment was discovered to my father almost ere we had 
owned it to each other, and he was furious both against my lover 
and myself; he placed me under the charge of a religious 
woman of this rule, and I was immured within the house of 
Saint Bride, where my father shamed not to announce he would 
cause me to take the veil by force, unless I agreed to wed a youth 
bred at the English court, bis nephew ; and. as Heaven had 
granted him no son, the heir, as he had resolved, of the house of 
Hautlieu. I n-as not long in making my election. I protested 
that death should be my choice, rather than any other husband 
excepting Malcolm Fleming. Neither was my lover less faithful; 
he found means to communicate to me a particular night on which 
he proposed to attempt to storm the nunnery of Saint Bride, and 
carry me from hence to freedom and the greenwood, of which 
Wallace was generally called the king, In an evil hour— an hour. 
I think, of iiifaluaiion and witchery— I suffered the abbess la 
wheedle ihe secret out of me, which I might have been sensible 
would appear more horribly flagitious to her than to any other 
woman that breathed ; but I had not taken the vows, and I thought 
Wallace and Fleming bad the same charms for every bad-j ^.^I'a 
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me, and the artful woman gave me reason to believe thai her 
loyally to Bruce was without a flaw of suspicion, and she took part 
in a plot, of which my freedom was the object. The abbess en- 
gaged to have the English guards removed to a distance, and ia 
appearance the troops were withdrawn. Accordingly, in the 
middle of the night appointed, the window of my cell, which was 
two stories from the ground, was opened without noise ; and never 
were my eyes more gladdened than, as ready disguised and 
arrayed for flight, even in a horseman's dress, like yourself, fairest 
Lady Augusta, I saw Malcolm Fleming spring into the apartment. 
He rushed towards mc ; but at the same time my father with tea 
of his strongest men filled the room, and cried their war-cry of 
BalioL Blows were instantly dealt on every side A form like 
a giant, however, appeared in the niidst of the tumult, and dis- 
tinguished himself, even to my half-giddy eye, by the ease wiih 
which he bore down and dispersed those who fought against our 
freedom. My father alone offered an opposition which threatened 
to prove fatal to him ; for Wallace, it was said, could foil any 
two martial champions that ever drew sword. Brushing from him 
the armed men, as a lady would drive away with her fan a swarm 
of troublesome flies, he secured me in one arm, used his other for 
our mutual protection, and I found myself in the act of being 
borne in safety down the ladder by which my deliverers had 
ascended from without ;^bul an evil fate awaited this attempt. 

" My father, whom the Champion of Scotland had spared for my 
sake, or rather for Fleming's, gained by his victor's compassion ;«nd 
lenity a fearful advantage, and made a remorseless use of it. Hav- 
ing only bis left hand to oppose to the maniac attempts of my 
father, even the strength of Wallace could not prevent the assailAni, 
with all the energy of desperation, from throwing down the ladder, 
on which his daughter was perched like a dove in the grasp of »a 
eagle. The champion saw our danger, and exerting his inimitable 
■trenglh and agiliiy, cleared himself and me from the ladder, and 
leaped free of the moat of the convent, into which we must other- 
wise have been precipitated. The Champion of Scotland was 
saved in the desperate attempt, but I, who fell among a. heap of 
Btonci and rubbish, 1, the disobedient daughter, wellnigh the apos- 
tate vestal, waked only from a long bed of sickness, to find myself 
the disfigured wretch which you now see me. I then learned that 
Malcolm had escaped from the fray, and shortly after 1 heard, with 
feelings less keen perhaps than they ought to have been, that my 
father was slain in one of the endless battles which look place be- 
tween the contending factions. K he had lived, I might have a»\y 
tiiitted to the compleuon of my fate ; but si "^~ 
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rdt that it would be a preferable lot to be a besgar in tbc stre«i of 
ft Scottish village, than an Abbess in this miserable house of Saint 
Bride ; nor was even that poor object of ambition, on which my 
father used to expatiate when desirous of persuading me to enter 
the monastic state, by milder means than throwing me off the bAitle- 
ments, long open to me. The old abbess died of a cold caught the 
evening of the fray ; and the place, which might have been kept 
open until I was capable of filling it, was disposed of otherwise, 
when the English thought (it to reform, as they termed it, the disci- 
pline of the house ; and, instead of electing a new abbess, sent 
hither two or three friendly monks, who have now the absolute 
government of the community, and wield it entirely according to 
the plc.tsure of the English. But I, for one, who have had the 
honour to be supported by the arms of the Champion of my country, 
will not remain here to be commanded by this Abbot Jerome. I 
will go forth, nor do I fear to find relations and friends, who will 
provide a more fitting place of refuge for Margaret de Hautlieu than 
the convent of Saint Bride ; you, too, dearest lady, shall obtain your 
freedom, and it will be well to leave such information as will make 
Sir John de Walton aware of the devotion with which his happy 
fate has inspired you." 

" It is not, then, your own intention," saia the Lady Augusta, "to 
return into the world again, and you are about to renounce the lover, 
in a union with whom you and he once saw your joint happiness?" 
" It is a question, my dearest child," said sister Ursula, " which I 
dare not ask myself, and to which I am absolutely uncertain what 
answer I should return. 1 have not taken the final and irrevocable 
vows ; I have done nothing to alter my situation with regard to 
Malcolm Fleming. He also, by the vows plighted in the Chancery 
of Heaven, is my affianced bridegroom, nor am I conscious that I 
less deserve his faith, in any respect now, than at the moment when 
it was pledged to me ; but, I confess, dearest lady, that rumourj 
have reached me, which sting me to the quick ; the reports of my 
wounds and scars are said to have estranged the Knight of my 
choice. I am now indeed poor," she added, with a sigh, '^and lam 
no longer possessed of those personal charms, which they say attract 
the love, and fix the fidelity, of the other sex. I teach myself, 
therefore, to think, in my moments of settled resolution, that all 
betwixt me and Malcolm Flemingisat an end. saving good wishes on 
It:e part of both towards the other ; and yet there is a sensation in 
my bosom which whispers, in spite of my reason, that if I absolutely 
believed that which I now say, there would be no object on canh 
worthy my living for in order to attain it This insinuating pre- 
K possession whispers to my secret sold, and in very opposiy-titirKi- 
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rpason and understanding, that Malcolm Fleming, wlio CouM pledja 
his all upon the service of his country, is incapable of oourishin^lhe 
versatile offeclion of an ordinary, a coarse, or a venal character. 
Jietliinks, were the difference upon his part instead of mine, he 
would not lose his interest in my eyes, because he was seamed wiib 
honourable scars, obtained in asserting the freedom of his choice, 
but that such wounds would, in my opinion, add to his merit, what- 
ever Ihey cook away from his personal comeliness. Ideas rise on 
my soul, as if Malcolm and Margaret might yet be to each other all 
that their affections once anticipated with so much security, and 
that a change, which took nothing from the honour and virtue of 
the beloved person, must rather add to, than diminish, the channs 
of the union. Look at me, dearest Lady Augusta ! — look me — if 
you have courage — full in the face, and lell mc whether I do not r3\T 
when my fancy is thus converting mere possibilities into that wlxich 
is natural and probable." 

The Lady of Berkely, conscious of the necessity, raised her eyes 
on the unfortunate nun, afraid of losing her own chance of dehvcrance 
by (he mode in which she should conduct herself in this crisis ; yet 
not willing at the same time to flatter the unfortunate Ursula, with 
suggesting ideas for which her own sense told her she could hardly 
find any rational grounds. But her imagination, stored with the 
minslrelsyof the time,braught back to her recollection the Loathly 
Lady in " The Marriage of Sir Gawain," and she conducted her 
reply in the following manner : — 

"You ask me, my dear Lady Margaret, a trj-ing question, which 
it would be unfriendly to answer otherwise than sincerely, and most 
cruel to answer with too much rashness. It is true, that what ii 
called beauty, is the first quality on which we of the weaker sex 
learn to set a value ; we are flattered bj- the imputation of person-l 
charms, whether we actually possess them or not ; and no doubt «e 
learn to place upon them a great deal more consequence tliaji in 
reality is found to belong to them. Women, however, even such at 
are held by their own seit, and perhaps in secret by theijisclves, u 
devoid of all pretensions to beauty, have been known to becorae^ 
from their understanding, their talents, or their accomplishments, 
the undoubted objects of the warmest attachment. Wherefore then 
should you, in the mere rashness of your apprehension, deem it im- 
possible that your Malcolm Fleming should be made of that porce- 
lain clay of the earth, which despises the passing captivatioiis of 
outward form/in comparison to the charms of true aj'icction, ai>d 
the excellence of talents and virtue i" 

The nun pressed her companion's hand to her bosoau 
answered her with ^d^e^ %i^ 




CASTLE DANGEROUS. B?j 

" I fear," she said, " you flaller me ; and yet, in a crisis like tliis, 
it does one good tp be flattered, evert as cordials, otherwise dan^e- 
rous to the conaiitution, are wisely given to support a patient tUrouijh 
a paroxysm of agony, and enable him to endure at k'a=t what tiiey 
cannot cure. Answer only one question, and it will be time we drop 
this conversation. Could you, sweet lady — you upon whom fortune 
has bestowed so many charms— could any argument make you 
patient under the irretrievable loss of your persona! advantages, with 
the concomitant loss, as in my case is most probable, of itiai lover 
for whom you have already done so much ?" 

The English lady cast her eyes again on her friend, and could 
not help shuddering a little at the tliought of her own bcauiil'ul 
countenance being exch.inged for the seamed and scarred fcatuies 
of the Lady of HauiIJeu, irregularly lighted by the beanis of a single 
eye. 

" Believe me," she said, looking solenmly upwards, " [hat even in 
the case which you suppose, I would not soriow so much for myself, 
as 1 would for the poor-spirited thoughts of the lover who could 
leave me because those transitory charms (which must In any case 
erelong take ihcir departure) had fled ere yet the bridal day. It is, 
however, concealed by the decrees of Providence, in what manner, 
or to what extent, other persons, with whose disposition we are not 
fully acquainted, may be alfected by such changes. I can only 
assure you that niy hopes go with yours, and that there is no difRcuIiy 
which shall remain ia your path in future, if it is in my power to 
remove ii. — Hark !" 

" It is the signal of our freedom," replied Ursula, giving atlenlion 
to something resembling the nhoop of the night owl. " We must 
prepare to leave the convent in a few minutes. Have you any ihinj 
to take with you?" 

"Nothing," answered the Lady of Bertely, "except the few 
valuables, which I scarce know why I brought with me on my flight 
hither. This scroll, which I shall leave behind, gives my faithful 
minstrel permission to save himself, by confessing to Sir John dc 
Walton who the person really is whom he has had within bis reach-' 

"It is slranBe,' said the novice of Saint Bride, " through what 
extraordinary labyrinths this Love, this Will-of-the-Wisp, guides his 
votaries. Take heed as you descend ; this trapdoor, carefully con- 
cealed, curiously jointed and oiled, leads to a secret postern, where 
I conceive the horses already wait, which will enable us speedily to 
bid adieu to Saint Bride's— Heaven's blessing on her, and on her 
convent ! We can have no advantage from any light, until we ue 
in the open air," 

During this time, sislcr Ursula, to give her for the last tisoa V 
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conventual name, exchanged her stole, or loose uf»per garment, for 
the more succinct cloak and hood of a horseman. She led the wxy 
through divers passages, studiously complicated, until the Lady of 
Berkely, with throbbing heart, stood in the pale and doubtful mooa- 
light, which was shining with grey uncertainty upon the walls of the 
aiicteni building. The imitation of an owlet's cry directed them to 
a neighbouring''larj;e elm, and on approaching it, they were aware 
of three horses, held by one, concerning whom they could only sec 
tliat he was tall, strong, and accoutred in thedrcssof amaji-at-arms. 

" The sooner," he said, " we arc gone from this place, Ladf 
Margaret, it is so much the better. You have only to direct the 
course which we shall hold." 

Lady Margaret's ansiver was given beneath her breath ; and 
replied to with a caution rrom the guide to ride slowly and silenltf 
for the tirst quarter of an hour, by which time inhabited pUces 
would be left at a distance. 



CHAPTER Xir. 



Great was the astonishment of the young Knight of Valence and 
the reverend Father Jerome, when, upon breaking into the cell, they 
discovered the youthful pilgrim's absence ; and, from the garments 
which were left, saw every reason to think that the one-eyed novic^ 
sister Ursula, had accompanied him in his escape from custody- A 
thousand thoughts thronged upon Sir Aymer, how shamefully he 
.bad suffered himself to be outwitted by the anilices of a boy and of 
a novice. His reverend companion in error felt no less contrilios 
for having recommended lo the knight a mild exercise of his autho- 
rity. Father Jerome had obtained his preferment as abbot upon 
the faith of his zeal for the cause of the Enghsh monarch, with the 
affected interest in which he was at a loss to reconcile bis proceed- 
ings of the last night. A hurried enquiry took place, from wbich 
little could be learned, save that theyoungpilgrim had most certainly 
gone off with the Lady Margaret de Hautlieu, an incident at which 
the females of the convent expressed surprise, mingled with a gnat 
deal of horror; while that of the males, whom tlie news soon rcacbrf. 
was qualified with a degree of wonder, which seemed to be founded 
upon the very different person.Tl appearance of the two fugitiv«& 

" Sacred Virgin," said a nun, " who cculd have conceived iba 
hopeful votaress, sister Ursula, so lately drrwned in tears (or btf 
father's untimely fate, capable of eloping with a boy scarce fourteen 
years old !" 

And, holy Saint Bride ["said the Abbot Jerome, "what coul4 
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ba.ve made so handsome a young man lend bis arm to assist such a. 
nightmare as sislcr Ursula in the commission of so great aii enor- 
mity? Certainly he can neither plead ternptaiion nor seduction, 
but must have gone, as the worldly phrase is, — to the devil wiili a, 
dishcloul." 

" ] must disperse the soldiers to pursue the fugitives," said Do 
Valence, " unless this letter, which the pilgrim must have left behind 
him, shall contain some explanations respecting our mysterious 
prisoner." 

After viewing the contents with some surprise, he rend aloud, — 
'The undersigned, iate residing in the house of Saint Uride, doyou, 
Father Jerome, the abbot of said house, to know, that finding you 
were disposed to treat me as a prisoner and a spy, in the sanctuary 
to which you had received me as a distressed person, I have resolved 
to use my natural liberty, with which you have no right to interfere, 
and therefore have withdrawn myself from your abbacy. Moreover, 
Unding that the novice called in your convent sisier Ursula (who 
hath, by monastic rule and ditcipiine, a fair title to return to the 
world unless she is pleased, after a year's noviciate, 10 profess her- 
self sister of your order) is determined to use such privilege, 1 joy- 
fully lake the opportunity of her company in this her lawful 
resolution, as being what is in conformity to the law of Cod, and 
the precepts of Saint Bride, which gave you no authority to deiain 
any person in your convent by force, who hath not taken upon her 
irrevocably the vows of the order. 

"To you. Sir John de Walton, and Sir Aymer de Valence, kni^hu 
of England, commanding the garrison of Douglas Dale, I have only 
to say, that you have acted and are acting against me under a m> s- 
tery, the solution of which is comprehended in a secret known only 
to my faithful minstrel, Bertram of ihc many Lays, as whose son I 
have found it convenient lo pass myself. IJut as I cannot at this 
time prevail upon myself personally to discover a secret which can- 
not well be unfolded without feelings of shame, I not only give per- 
mission to the said Bertram the niinstrd, but I charge and command 
him, that he tell to you the purpose with which I came originally to 
tlie Castle of Douglas. When this is discovered, it will only remain 
lu express my feelings low;irds the two knights, in return for the 
pain and agony of mind which their violence and threats of further 
severities have occasioned me. 

" And first, respecting Sir Aymer de Valence, I freely and willingly 
forgive him for having been involved in a mistake to which I myself 
led the way, and 1 shall at all times be happy to meet with hink ar 
an -icqiiaintance, and never to think farther of his part in ihes' 
days' history, saving as matter of mirth and ridicule. 
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^M " But respecting Sir Jolin de Walton, I must request of him to 

^H consider whether his conduct lo^tards me, standing as we at 

^H present do towards each olher, is such as he himself ought to forget, 

^H or 1 ought to forgive ; and 1 trust he will understand me n hca 

^P I tell hiin, that all former connexions must henceforth be at an 

B end between him and the supposed 

"AuClTSnNE." 

" This is madness," said the ahbol, when he had read the letter, 
— "very midsuiinier madness; not unfrequentty an accompani- 
ment of this pestilential disease, and I should do well in requiring 
of tliose soldiers who shall first apprehend this youth Augustine, 
tliat they reduce hts viciuals immediately to water and biead, 
taking care that tl)e diet do not exceed in measure what is necessary 
to sustain nature ; nay, 1 should be warranted by the learned, did 
I recommend a suFlicient intermixture of flagellation with belts, 
stirrup-leathers, or surcingles, and failing those, with rlding-wbipi^ 
Ewitclies, and the like." 

" Hush ! my reverend father," said De Valence, '" a light begins 
to break m upon me. John de Walton, if my stispicion be true, 
would sooner expose his own flesh to be hewn from his bones, than 
have this Augustine's finger stung by a gnaL Instead of treating 
this youth as a madman, I, for my own part, «ill be contented to 
avow that I myself have been bewitched and fascinated ; and by 
my honour, if I send out my attendants in quest of the fugitives, it 
sliali be with the strict charge, that, when apprehended, they tnal 
them with ail respect, and pi olect ihcm, if they object to Tclura M 
this house, to any honourable place of refuge which they may desire.' 

" I hope," said the abbot, looking strangely confused, " I <lt^t| 
be first heard in behalf of the church concerning this affair of »a 
abducted nun ? You see yourself. Sir Knight, that this scapeprace 
of a minstrel avouches neither repentance nor contrttioa at tit 
share in a matter so flagitious." 

" You shall be secured an opportunity of being fully bcud,* 
replied the knight, "if you shall lind at last that you really dcsut 
one. Meantime, I must back, without a moment's delay, to infora 
Sir John de Walton of tlie turn which affairs have taken. Faifr 
well, reverend father. By my honour, we may wish each other jdf 
that we have escaped from a troublesome charge, which b r o a g h ia 
much terror with it as the phantoms of a fearful dream, and b vet 
found capable of being dispelled by a cure as simple as tluu'of 
awakening the sleeper. But, by Saint Bride ! both churehmen 
nnd hiymen are bound to sympathiie with the unfortunate Sirjoha 
(ic WJttin. \ icU \,\iw,talV.et,that if this letter"— touchiu* the 
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missive with his finger — " is to be construed literally, as far as 
respects him, he is the man most to be pitied betwixt the brink of 
Solway and the place where we now stand. Suspend thy curiosity 
most worthy cliurchman, lest there should be more in this matter 
than I myself sec ; so that, while thinking that I have lighted on 
the true explanation, I may not have to acknowledge that I have 
been again leading you into error.— Sound to horse there ! Ho !" 
he called out from the window of the apartment ; " and let the 
party 1 brought hither prepare to scour the woods on their return." 

" By my faith 1 " said Father Jerome, " I am right glad that this 
young nut-cracker is going to leave me to my own meditation. I 
hate when a young person pretends to understand whatever passes, 
while his belters are obliged to confess that it is all a mystery to 
them. Such an assumption is like that of the conceited fool, sister 
Ursula, who pretended to read with a single eye a manuscript which I 
myselfcouldnot find intelligiblewith the assistance ofmy spectacles.* 

This might not have quite pleased the young knight, nor was it 
one of those trutlis which the abbot would have chosen to deliver 
in his hearing. But the knight had shaken him by the hand, 
said adieu, and was already at H.iici^ide, issuing particular orders 
to little troops of the archers and others, and occasionally chiding 
Thomas Dickson, who, with a degree of curiosity which the English 
knight was not very willing to excuse, had been endeavouring to 
get some account of the occurrences of the night. 

" Peace, fellow ! " he said, " and mind thine own business, being 
well assured that the hour will come in which it will require ail the 
attention thou canst give, leaving others to take care of their own 
affairs." 

" If 1 am suspected of anything," answered Dickson, in a I 
rather dogged and surly than otherwise, " mcthinks it were but fair 
to let me know what accusation is brought against me. I need ii' 
tell you that chivalry prescribes that a knight should not attack an 
enemy undefied." 

" When you are a knight," answered Sir Ayracr de Valence, " 
will be time enough for me to reckon with you upon the points 1 
form due to you fay the laws of chivalry. Meanwhile, you had best 
let me know what share you have had in playing off the martial 
phantom which sounded the rebellious slogan of Douglas in 
town of that name f " 

" 1 know nothing of what you speak," answered the goodman ol 
Ilazehide. 

" See then," said the knight, " that you do not engage yourself in , 
af.airs of other people, even if your conscience warrants thai you J 
arc in no danger from your own." 
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So saying, he rode off, not waiting any answer. The ideas which 
filled his head were to the folloning purpose. 

" 1 know not how it is, but one mist seems no sooner to clear 
away, than we find ourselves engaged in anoihcr. I take it for 
granted that the disguised damsel is no other than the goddess of 
Walton's private idolatry, who has cost him and me so much 
trouble, and some certain degree of misunderstanding during these 
last weeks. By my honour 1 this fair larty is right lavish in the 
pardon which she has so frankly bestowed upon me, and if she is 
willing to be less complaisant lo Sir John de Walton, why then — 
And what then ? — It surely does not infer thai she would icccive 
me into that place in her affections, from which she has just 
expelled De Walton? Nor, if she did, could 1 avail myself oi a 
change in favour of myself, at the expense of my friend and com- 
panion in arms. It were a fully even to dream of a thing so im- 
probable. But with respect lo the other business, it is worth 
serious consideration. Von sexton seems to have kept company 
with dead bodies, until he is unfit for the society of the living; and 
as to that Dickson of Hazelside, as they call him, there is no attempt 
againgst the English during these endless wars in which that man 
has not been concerned ; had my life depended upon it, I could not 
have prevented myself from intimating my suspicions of him, let 
him lake it as he lists." 

So saying, the knight spurred his horse, and arriving at Douglas 
Castle without farther adventure, demanded, in a tone of greater 
cordiality than he had of late used, whether he could be adiniiied 
to Sir John de Walton, having something of consequence to report 
to him. He was immediately ushered into an apartment, in which 
Ihc governor was seated at his solitary breakfasL Considering the 
terms upon which they had lately stood, the governor of Douglas 
Dale was somewhat surprised at the easy familiarity with which 
De Valence now approached him. 

" Some uncommon n;ws," said Sir John, rather gravely, " have 
brought me the honour of Sir Aymcr de Valence's comp&ny." 

" It is," answered Sir Aymer, "what seems of high importance to 
your interest, Sir John de Walton, and therefore 1 were to blame if 
I lost a moment in communicating it." 

" I shall be proud to proht by your intelligence," said Sir John de 
W.ilton. 

"And I too," said the young knight, "am loath to lose the cre<!it 
cf h.ivingpenctrnleda mystery which blinded Sir John dc Walton. 
At the same time, I do not wish to be thought capable of jcstinx 
with you, which might be the case were 1, from misappreheiisji 
to give 3. fjl'jC key lo this matiir. With your permission, 
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we will proceed thus ; We go together to the place of Bertram the 
minstrel's confinement I have in my possession a scroll from the 
young person who was intrusted to the care of the Abbol Jerome ; 
it is written in a delicate female hand, and gives authority to Ibe 
minstrel to declare the purpose which brought them to this vale of 

" It must be as you say," said Sir John de Walton, " although I 
can scarce see occasion for ndding so much form to a mystery 
which can be expressed in such small compass." 

Accordingly the two knights, a warder leading the way, pro- 
ceeded to the dungeon to which the minstrel had been removed. 



CHAPTER Xlir. 



The doors of the stronghold being undone, displnyed a dungeon 
such as in those days held victims hopeless of escape, but in which 
the ingenious knave of modern times would scarcely have deigned 
to remain many hours. The huge rings by which the fetters were 
soldered logether, and attached to the human body, were, when 
examined minutely, found to be clenched together by riveting so 
very thin, that wiien rubbed with corrosive acid, or patiently 
ground with a bit of sandstone, the hold of the fetters upon each 
other might be easily foi*ced asunder, and the purpose of them 
entirely frustrated. The locks also, large, and apparently very 
strong, were so coarsely made, that an artist of small ingenuity 
could easily contrive to get the better of their fastenings upon the 
same principle. The daylight found its way to the subterranean 
dungeon only at noon, and through a passage which was purposely 
made tortuous so as to exclude the rays of the sun, while it 
presented no obstacle to wind or rain. The doctrine that a prisoner 
was to be esteemed innocent until he should be found guilty by his 
peers, was not understood in those days of brute force, and he was 
only accommodated with a lamp or other alleviation of his misery, if 
bis demeanour was quiet, and he appeared disposed to give his 
jailer no trouble by attempting to make his escape. Such a cell of 
confinement was that of Bertram, whose moderation of temper and 
patience had nevertheless procured for him such mitigations of his 
fate as the warder could grant. He was permitted to carry into 
bis cell the old book, in the perusal of which he found an 
amusement of his solitude, together with writing materials, and 
such other helps towards spending his time as were consistent with 
his abode in the bosom of the rock, and the degree of Infurmatiaa 
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villi sludi his minstrd cn& lud possessed him. Tie nfad tt 
bead from the Ubk as the knights entered, while the pntnet 
I dtHerTcd lo ihe young knigbt :— 

*■ As you seem to ibiok jroursdf possessed of the seaei el tii 
! prisoocr, I teare it to yoa. Sir Ay-mcr de Valence, to briof ii ■« 
I Hgt^JB «be nunner which 3-011 shall judge most expediraL Ii' « 
his son have RtfTcred unaecessaiy hardship, it sbaS it 
f to nuke amends — which, I suppose, can benoitiT'* 
alter.' 

n looked np, and fUed his eyes fitU upon the goKnul. 
DM read nothing ta his looks which indjcaied his being btos 
atqaainnd than before with Ihc secret of his imprisonment. Vt; 
npon turning his eye towards Sir Ajiner, his counlctm* 
eiiiJeniljr lighted up, and Ihe glance which passed bctwteii ibm 
t «as ooe of intellicence. 

" You have my secret then," said he, "and you knowwhaitb 
llut passes under the n.ime of Augustine >' 

Sir A>Tner exchanged with him a look of acquiescence ; "riiili 
the eyes of the governor, gUocing wildly from the prisoner to ik 
Knight of \'alcnce, exclaimed : — 

" Sir Aj-mer de Valence, as you are belted knight and Christiii 
man, as you have honour lo preserve on earth, and a soul to meat 
alter death, I charge you to tell me the meaning of this mysterrl 
It may be that you conceive, vith truth, that you have subject i 
complaint against me ; — If so, 1 will satisfy you as a knijU 
may." 
The minstrel spoke at the same moment, 
" I charge this knight," he saiJ, " by his vow of chivalry-, thct ta 
do not divulge any secret belonging to a person o( honour aoi 
of character, unless he has positive assurance that it i 
entirely by that person's own consent." 

" Let this note remove your scruples," said Sir Aj-mer, 1 

the scroll into the hands of the minstrel ; "and for you, Sir Johndi 

Walton, far from retaining the least feeling of any inisunderstaMt 

ing which may have existed between us, I am disposed entitelf 

to bury it in forgetfulness, as having arisen out of a scnes d^ 

mistakes which no mortal could have comprehended. And do ni., 

^ be offended, my dear Sir John, when I protest, on niy knjghttf 

faith, that I pity the pain which I think this scroll is likely t» 

j give you, and that if my utmost efforts can be of the least 

' service to you in unravelling this Ungled skein, I will contribuic 

1 them with as much earnestness as ever 1 did aught in my lift 

I This faithful minstrel will now see that he can have no diflicallr * 

^yri^ding up a secret, which I doubt noti but for the writin" ' "^^"^ 
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Just put into his hands, he would have co) 
unshaken fidelilj'." 

Sir Aniyer now placed in De Walton's hand a note, in which he 
bad, ere he left Saint Bride's convent, signilied his own interpreta- 
tion of the mystery ; and the governor had scarcely read the name 
it contained, before the same name was pronounced aloud by 
Bertram, who at the same moment, handed to the governor the 
scroll which he had received from the Knight of Valence. 

The white plume which floated over the knight's cap of main- 
tenance, which was worn as a headpiece within doors, was not 
more pale in complexion than was tlic knight himself at the un- 
expected and surprising information, that the lady who was, ia 
chivalrous phrase, empress of his thoughts, and commander of 
his actions, and to whom, even tn less fantastic times, he must 
have owed the deepest gratitude for the generous election which 
she had made in his favour, was the same person whom he had 
threatened with personal violence, and subjected to hardships and 
affronls which he would not willingly have bestowed even upon the 

Yet Sir John de Walton seemed at first scarcely to comprehend 
the numerous ill -con sequences which might probably follow this 
unhappy complication of mistakes. He took the paper from the 
minstrel's band, and while his eye, assisted by the lamp, wandered 
over the characters without apparently their coni'eying any distinct 
impression to his understanding, De Valence even became alarmed 
that he was about to lose his faculties. 

" For Heaven's sake, sir," he said, " be a man, and support with 
manly steadiness these unexpected occurrences — I would fjin think 
they will rcacb to nothing else — which the wit of man could not 
have prevented. TTiis fair lady, I would fain hope, cannot be much 
hurt or deeply offended by a train of circumstances, the natural 
consequence of your anxiety to discharge perfectly a duty upon 
which must depend the accomplishment of all the hopes she had 
permitted you to entertain. In God's name, rouse up, sir ; let it 
not be said, that an apprehended frown of a fair lady hath damped 
to such a degree the courage of the boldest knight in England ; be 
what men have called you, ' Walton the Unwavering ; ' in Heaven's 
name, let us at least see that the lady is indeed ofl'ended, before we 
conclude that she is irreconciljibly so. To whose fault are we to 
ascribe the source of all these errors ? Surely, with all due respect, 
to the caprice of the lady herself, which has engendered such a 
nest of mutakei. Think of it as a man, and as a soldier. Sup- 
pose that you yourself, or I, desirous of proving the (vdeViV^ -^ <:fax 
Moiincb, or for any other reason, good or \ia.4, asxcuvv^ci. va t^Ma 
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this Dangerous Castle of Douglas without giving the password H 
the warders, would we be eniitled to blame those opon duty, if, nit 
knowing our persons, they manfulty refused us entrance, mide« 
prisoners, and mishandled us while resisting our attempt, In itrao 
of ilie orders which we ourselves had imposed upon ihem? Wnai 
is there that makes a difference between such a sentinel and yaa- 
self, John de Walton, in this curious affair, which, by Hearml 
would rather form a gay subject for the minstrelsy of this excelknl 
bard, than the theme of a tragic lay ? Come ! look not thus, Sif 
John de Walton ; be angry, if you will, with the lady who has co» 
milled such a piece of lolly, or with me who have rode up ml 
down nearly all tiight on a fool's errand, and spoiled mybestban^ 
in absolute uncertainty how I shall get another till my uncle «l 
Pembroke and I shall be reconciled ; or, lastly, if you desire to be 
iDially absurd in your wraih, direct it against this worthy minstrd 
on account of his rare fidelity, and punish him for that for whid 
he better deserves a chain of gold. Let passion out, if you wiB; 
but chase this desponding gloom from the brow cf a man andi 
belled knight" 

Sir John de Walton made an effort to speak, and s;icceeded wiili 
sonic difficulty. 

" Aymer de Valence," he said, " in iniiating a madman you do 
but sport with your own life ;" and then remained silent. 

" I am glad you can say so much," replied his friend ; " for I was 
not jesiinB when I said I would rather that you were at variantt 
wiih me, than that you laid the whole blame on yourself. It woulil 
be courleous, I think, to set this minstrel instantly at liberty. Mean- 
time, for his lady's sake, I will entreat him, in all honour, to be our 
guest till the lady Augusta de Oerkely sliall do us the same honour, 
and to assist us in our search after her place of reiiremeni.— 
Good minstrel," he continued, "you hear what I say, and you wiH 
not, I suppose, be surprised, that, in all honour and kind usage, 
you find yourself detained for a short space in this Castle ot 
Douglas?" 

" Vou seem. Sir Knight," replied the minstrel, " not so tnuch to 
keep your eye upon the right of doing what you should, as to pos- 
sess the might of doing what you would. I must necessarily be 
guided by your advice, since you have the power to make it a 
command," 

"And 1 trust," continued De Valence, " that when your mis- 
tress and you again meet, we shall have the benefit of youi 
Intercession for any thing which we may have done to displeasurt 
considering tbat the purpose of our action was 



IS exact ly tt< 



CASTLir DANfiEROUS. agg 

* Let me," said Sir John de Walton, " say a sinRle word. I will 
offer thee a chain of gold, heavy enough to bear down the weight 
of these shackles, as a sign of regret for having condemned Ihce to 
tuffer so many indignities." 

" Enough said. Sir John," said De Valence ; "let us promise no 
more till this good minstrel shall see some sign of pprformance. 
Foiiow me this way, and I will tell thee in private of otiicr tidings, 
which it is irnptortant that you should know." 

So saying, he withdrew De Walton from the dungeon, and send- 
ing for the old knight, Sir Philip de Montenay, already mentioned, 
who acted as seneschal of the castle, he commanded that the min- 
strel should be enlarged from the dungeon, well looked to in other 
respects, yet prohibited, though with every mark of civility, from 
leaving the castle without a tnisty attendant. 

" And now, Sir John de Walton," he said, " meihinks you are a 
little churlish in not ordering me some breakfast, after I have been 
all night engaged in your alTairs ; and a cup of museadel would, I 
think, be no bad induction to a full consideration of this perplexed 

" Thou knowest," answered De Walton, " that thou mayst call 
for what thou wilt, provided always thou tellest me, without loss of 
time, what else thou knowcst respecting the will of the lady, against 
whom we have all sinned so grievously— and I, alas, beyond hope 
of forgiveness !" 

" Trust me, I hope," said the Knight of Valence, " the good lady 
bears me no malice, as indeed she has expressly renounced any ill- 
will against me. The words, you see, are as plain as you yourself 
m.iy read — ' The lady pardons poor Aymcr de Valence, and wil- 
lingly, for having been involved in a mistake, to which she herself 
led the way : she herself will al all times be happy to meet with 
him as an acquaintance, and never to think farther of these few 
days' history, except as matter of mirth and ridicule.' So it ii 
expressly written and set down." 

" Yes," replied Sir John de Walton, " but see you not that her 
offending lover is expressly excluded from the amnesty granted to 
the lesser offender? Mark you not the concluding paragraph?" 
He took the scroll with a trembling hand, and read with a dis- 
composed voice its closing words, " It is even so ; 'AH former 
connexion must henceforth be at an end between him and the 
supposed Augustine.' Explain to me how the reading of these 
words is reconcilable to any thing but their plain sense of condcm- 
nalJon and forfeiture of contract, implying destruction of the hopes 
of Sir John de Walton ? " 

" Vou are somewhat an older man than I, SU Kj\\^\T »ns«i«3^ 
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Dc Valence, " and, I will grant, by far the wiser and more expe* 
rienced ; yet I will uphold that there is no adopting the interpre- 
tation which you seem to have aRixed in your mind to this letter, 
without supposing (lie preliminary, that the fair writer was dis- 
tracted in her understanding, — nay, never start, look wildly, or lay 
jrour hand on your sword, 1 do not affirm this is the case. I say 
again, that no woman in hersenses would have pardoned a common 
acquaintance for his behaving to her with unintentional disrespect 
and unkindness, during the currency of a certain masquerade, and, 
at the same time, sternly and irrevocably broke off with the lover 
to whom her troth was plighted, aUhough his error in joining in the 
offence was neither grosser nor more protracted than that of the 
person indifferent to her love." 

" Do not blaspheme," said Sir John de Walton ; " and forgive me, 
if, injustice to truth and to the angel whom 1 fear I have forfeited 
for ever, I point out to you [he difference which a maiden of dignity 
and of feeling must make between an offence towards her, com- 
mitted by an ordinary acquaintance, and one of precisely the 
same kind, offered by a person who is bound by the most unde- 
served preference, by the most generous benefits, and by every 
thing which can bind human feeling, to think and reflect ere he 
becomes an acior in any case in which it is possible for her to be 
concerned." 

" Now, by mine honour," said Ay 
hear Iliee make some attempt at 
unreasonable kind of reason too, sir 
own hopes, and argue away thine o^ 
I have, in the progress of this affai: 
thee, as to give not 
cause of displcasur 

ton, by trying to convince thee in spite of thine own perverse logic. 
But here comes the muscade! and the breakfast ; wilt thou take 
some refreshment? — or shall we go on without the spirit of mnj- 
cadcl f " 

" For Heaven's sake," replied De Walton, " do M thou nHt, to 
thou make me clear of thy wcll-inicnded babble." 

" Nay, thou shalt not brawl me out of my powers of argument," 
said De Valence, laughing, and helping himself to a brimming cup 
' e ; " if thou acknowledgest thyself conquered, I am Contental 
to give the victory to the inspiring strength of the jovial liquor," 

" Do as thou listcst," said De Walton, " but make an end of aa 
argument which thou cansi not comprehend." 

" I deny the charge," answered ihe younger knight, wiping bt« 
lips, after having fwvvaVi ta& dnu-ht; "and listen, WaltoD [be 



ler de Valence, " I am glad to 
eason, although it is but an 
e its object is to destroy thine 
1 chance of happiness ; but if 
borne me sometimes towards 
only the governor, but even the friend, some 
;, 1 will make it up to thee now, John de Wal- 
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Warlike, to a chapier in the history of women, in which thou art 
more unskilled than 1 would wish thee 10 be. Ttiou canst not 
deny that, be it right or wrong, thy Lady Augusta hath ventured 
more forward with you than is usual upon the sea of affection ; she 
boldly made thee her choice, while thou wcrt as yet known to her 
only as a flower of English chivalry, — faith, and I respect her for 
her frankness — but it was a choice, which the more cold of her own 
sex might perhaps claim occasion to term rash and precipitate.— 
Nay, be not, I pray thee, offended— I am far from thinking or say- 
ing so ; on the contrary, I will uphold with my bnce, her selection 
of John de Walton against the minions of A court, to be a wise and 
generous choice, and her own behaviour as alike candid and noble. 
Cut she herself is not unlikely to dread unjust misconstruction ; a 
fear of which may not improbably induce her, upon any occasion, 
to seize some opportunity of showing an unwanted and unusual 
rigour towards her lover, in order to balance her having extended 
towards him, in the beginning of their intercourse, somewhat of aa 
unusual degree of frank encouragement. Nay, it might be easy 
for her lover so far to take part against himself, by arguing as thou 
dost when out of thy senses, as to make it dilhcult for her to with- 
draw from an argument which he himself was foolish enough to 
strengthen ; and thus, like a maiden too soon taken at her first 
nay-say, she shall perhaps be allowed no opportunity of bearing 
herself according to her real feelings, or retracting a sentence issued 
with consent of the party whose hopes it destroys." 

" I have heard thee, De Valence," answered the governor o( 
Douglas Dale ; "nor is it difficult for me to admit, that these thy 
lessons may serve as a chart to many a female heart, but not to 
that of Augusta de fierkcly. By my Lfe, 1 say I would much 
sooner be deprived of the merit of those few deeds of chivalry 
which thou sayest have procured for me such enviable distinction, 
than I would act upon them with the insolence, as If I said that my 
place in the lady's bosom was too finnly fixed to be shaken even by 
the success of a worthier man, or by my own gross failure, in 
respect 10 the object of my aiiachment No, herself alone shall 
have power to persuade me that even goodness equal to that of an 
interceding saint, will restore me lo the place in her affection* 
which I have most unworthily forfeited by a stupidity only to be 
compared to that of brutes." 

" If you are so minded," said Aymer de Valence, " I have only 
one word more — forgive me if I speak it peremptorily — the lady, 
as you say, and say truly, must be the final arbitress in this ques< 
tion. My arguments do not extend lo insisting that you should 
claim her hand, whether she herself will ot w.o \ '^vxv \ii \t3i.\^\«x 
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determinntion, it is necessary that you should find out nhcre she 
is, of which I am unfortunately not able to inform you." 

'■ How I what mean you ! '' exclaimed the governor, who nowonly 
began to comprehend the extent of his misfoFtune ; "whither baUi 
she fled ? or wiih whom ?" 

" She is fled, for what I know," said De Valence, " in search of a 
more enterprising lover than one who is so willing to interpret 
every air of frost as a killing blight to his hopes ; perhaps she 
seeks the Black Douglas, or some such hero of the Thistle, to 
reward with her lands, her lordships, and beauty, (hose virtues of 
enterprise and courage of which John de Walton was at one time 
thought possessed. But, seriously, events are passing around us 
of strange import. I saw enough last night, on my way to Saint 
Bride's, to make me supicious of every one. I sent to you as a 
prisoner the old sexton of the church of Douglas. 1 found hira 
contumacious as to some enquiries which I thought it proper to 
prosecute j but of this more at another time. The escape of this 
lady adds greatly to the difficulties which encircle this devoted 
castle." 

" Aymer de Valence," replied De Walton, in a solemn and ani- 
mated tone, " Douglas Castle shall be defended, as we have hitherto 
been able, with the aid of Heaven, to spread from its battlcnicnis 
the broad banner of St. George. Come of me what hsi during my 
life, I will die the faithful lover of Augusta de Bcrke1y,even although 
I no longer live as her chosen knight There are cloisters and 
Lerniitages " 

** Ay, marry are ih^re," replied Sir Aymer ; " and girtlles of hem^ 
moreover, and beads of oak ; but all these we omit in our reckon- 
ings, till we discover where the Lady Augusta is, and what she 
purposes lo do in this matter." 

"You s.iy well," replied De Walton ; "let us hold counsel logc- 
gethcr by what means we shall, if possible, discover the lady's too 
hasty retreat, by which she has done me great wrong ; I mean B 
■he supposed her commands would not have been fully obe)'ed, had 
she honoured with them the gove: 
are under his command." 

" Now," replied De Valence, "you again speak like a true son of 
chivalry. With your permission, 1 would summon this minstfvl lo 
our presence. His fidelity to his mistress has been remarkable; 
and, as matters stand now, wc must take instant taeosurcs (ec 
racing the place of her retrcji." 



ir of Douglas Dale, or any who 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The way U long, my children, long and rouKh— 
The moors are dreary, and the woods are dark J 
tiut he that creeps from cradle on to grave, 
Unskilled save in the velvet course of fortune, 
Hath missed the discipline of noble hearts. 

Old Play. 

It was yet early in the day, when, after the Governor and De 
Valence had again summoned Bertram to their councils, the 
garrison of Douglas was mustered, and a number of small parties, 
in addition to those already dispatched by He Valence from Hazel- 
side, were sent out to scour the woods in pursuit of the fugitives, 
with strict injunctions to treat them, if overtaken, with the 
respeci, and lo obey their commands, keeping an eye, howeve 
the place where they might lake refuge. To facilitate 
some who were men of discretion were intrusted with the secret who 
the supposed pilgrim and the fugitive nun really were. The whole 
ground, whether forest or moorland, within many miles of Douglas 
Castle, was covered and traversed by parties, whose anxiety to 
delect the fugitives was equ.il to the reward for their safe recovery, 
liberally offered by De Walton and De Valence. They spared not, 
meantime, to make such enquiries in all directions as might brin^ 
to light any machinations of the Scottish insurgents which might 
be on foot in those wild districts, of which, as we have said before, 

^De Valence, in particular, entertained strong suspicions. Tlieir 
-Instructions were, in case of finding such, to proceed against tho 
persnns engaged, by arrest and otherwise, in the most rigorous 
manner, such as had been commanded by De Walton himself at 
the time when the Black Douglas and his accomplices had been 
the principal objects of his wakeful suspicions. These various de- 
tachments had greatly reduced the strength of the garrison ; yet, 
although numerous, alert, and dispatched in every direction, they 
had not the fortune either to fall on the trace of the Lady of 
Berkriy, or to encounter any party whatever of the insurgent 
Scoiiisb. 

Meanwhile our fugitives had, as we have seen, set out from the 

I convent of Saint Bride under the guidance of a cavalier, of whom 
the Lady Augusta knew nothing save that he was to guide their 
Ueps in a direction where they would not be exposed to the risk of 
being overtaken. At length Margaret de HautUcM. 'QK.xvi\'i. ■i'^'S** 
rr 
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" Vou have made no enquirr," she said, " Lady Au^asu, »^«t 
you are travelling, or under whose charge, allhougti oiMliinfci 
should much concern you to know." 

■• Is it not enough for me to be an-are," answered Ladr Answ^ 
"that I am uavelling, kind sister, under the protection of e 
whom you yourself trust as to a friend ; and why need 1 be an 
(or any farther assurance of my safety ? * 

" Simply," said Margaret dc Hauilicu, " because the perstriKwS 
whom, from national as well as personal cireumstancw, 1 SJd 
connected, are perhaps not exactly the protectors to irhoo rtt, 
lady, can with such perfect safety intrust yourself." 

"In what sense," said the Lady Augusta, "do you use ih 

" Because," replied Margaret de Hautlieu, " the Btuet, A! 
Douglas, Malcolm Fleming, and others of that party. allbonghkSn 
are incapable of abusing such an advantage to any dishonounUc 
purpose, might nevertheless, under a strong temptation, constJa 
you as an hostage thrown into their hands by Providence, Ihroo^ 
whom they might meditate the possibiLity of gainin'^ some beaeiliB 
ibeir dispersed and dispirited party." 

"They might make me," answered the Lady Augusta, "the 
subject of such a treaty, when I was dead, but, believe me, new 
while I drew vital breath. Believe me also that, with whateva 
pain, shame, or agony, 1 would again deltvermyself up totheptmti 
of De Walton, yes, I would rather put myself in his hands— What 
do 1 say? his J— I would rather surrender myself to die meanest 
archer of my native country, than combine with its foes lo work 
mischief lo merry England— my own England— that country whith 
is the envy of every other country, and the pride of all wlio caa 
term themselves her natives 1 " 

" 1 thought that your choice miglit prove so^' said Lady Mar- 
garet ; "and since you have honoured me with your coaA^eDCt, 
gladly would I provide for your liberty by placing you as nearly in 
the situation which you yourself desire, as my poor means have the 
power of accomplishing. In half an hour we shall be in danger of 
being taken by the English parties, which will be instantly dispersed 
in every direction in quest of us. Now lake notice, lady, 1 knows 
place in which 1 can take refuge with my friends and countryman 
those gallant Scots, who have never even in this dishonoured age 
bent the knee to Baal. For their honour, their nicety of honour, I 
could in other days have answered with my own ; but ol late, 1 am 
bound to tell you, they have been put to those trials by which the 
generous affecitonsmay be soured, and driven to a species of 

inzy, the more wild that it is (cmriiicii. c«vj 
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feelings, A person who feels Iiimself deprived of his natural birth- 
ri^lit, denounced, exposed to conliscation and death, because he 
avouches the rights of his king, the cause of his country, ceases on 
his part to be nice or. precise in estitnating the degree of retaliation 
which it is lawful for him to exercise in the requila! of such injuries ; 
and, believe me, bitterly should I lament having guided you Into a 
situation which you might consider afHicling or degrading," 

" In a word, then," said the English lady, " what is it you ap- 
prehend 1 am like to suffer at the hands of your friends, \vhom I 
must be excused for terming rebels ? " 

" If," said the sister Ursula, "jrour friends, whom I should term 
oppressors and tyrants, take our land and our lives, sei/e our 
castles and confiscate our property, you must confess, that the 
rough laws of war Indulge mine wiih the privilege of relaliaiion. 
There can be no fear, that such men, under any circumstances, 
would ever exercise cruelty or insult upon a lady of your rank ; but 
it is another thing to calculate that they will abstain from such 
means of extorting advantage from your captivity as are common 
in warfare. You would not, 1 think, wish to be delivered up to the 
English, on consideration of Sir John de Walton surrendering the 
Castle of Douglas to its natural lord ; yet, were you in the hands of 
the Bruce or Douglas, aithough I can answer for your being treated 
with all the respect which they have the means of showing, yet I 
own, their putting you at such a ransom might be by no means 
unlikely." 

" I would sooner die," said the Lady Berkely, " thnn have my 
name mixed up in a treaty so disgr.iceful ; and De Waltoj/s reply 
to it would, I am certain, be to strike the head from the messenger, 
and throw it from the highest tower of Douglas Castle," 

" Where, then, lady, would you now go," said sister Ursula, 
** were the choice in your power ? " 

"To my own castle," answered Lady Augusta, "where, if necessary, 
I could be defended even against the king himself, until I could 
place at least my person under the protection of the Church." 

"In that case," replied Margaret de Hautlieu, "my power of 
rendering you assistance is only precarious, yet it comprehends a 
choice which I will willingly submit to yourdecision, notwithstand- 
ing 1 thereby subject the secrets of my friends to some risk of being 
discovered and frustrated. But the confidence which you have 
placed in mc, imposes on me the necessity of committing to you a 
like trust. It rests with you, whether you will proceed with me to 
the secret rendezvous of the Douglas and bis friends, which 1 may 
be blamed for making known, and there take your chance of the 

iccptioii «hich you may tncountci, aintc Y taww^V ^.-aw^w. ■s^'* »ft- 
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anything iavc honourable treatment, so far as your pawa b a 
ceracd ; or, if you should think this too haiardous,iiuketiKU 
of your way at once for the Border ; in which last case 1 wiOp* 
cecd as far as 1 can with you towards the English line, and lb 
leave you to pursue your journey, and to obtain a guard audio* 
ductor among jour own couniryineo. Meantime, it will be «!lh 
me if 1 escape being taken, since the abbot would not stiri^M 
inflicting upon me the death due to an apostate nun." 

" Such cruelly, my sister, could hardly be indicted upon onerf 
had never taken the religious vows, and who still, according loft 
laws of the church, had a right to make a choice between the 
and the veil." 

" Such choice as they gave their gallant victims," said U*» 
Margaret, ''who have fallen into English hands during these naf> 
less wars, — such choice as they gave to Wallace, the ChampioB*' 
Scotland,— such as they gave to Hay, the gentle and the tree,-* 
SommcrviUe, the flower of chivalry,— and to Alhol, the blood re- 
lation of King Edward himself — all of whom were as much ii 
under which name they were executed, as Margaret de Hautlieiil 
an apostate nun, and subject to the rule of the cloister," 

She spoke with some eagerness, for she felt as if the Englishbilf 
imputed to her more coldness than she was, in such doubtful a^ 
cumstances, conscious of manifesting. 

" And after all," she proceeded, "you. Lady Augusta de Bcrkdf, 
what do you venture, if you ran the risk of falling into the hands vt 
your lover? What dreadful risk do you incur? Vou need iKH 
mcihinks, fear being immured between four walls, with a basket of 
bread and a cruse of water, which, were I seized, would be the oQlf 
support allowed to me for the short space that my life would be 
prolonged. Nay, even were you to be betrayed to the rebel Scot^ 
as you call them, a captivity among the hills, sweetened by tbe 
hope of deliverance, and rendered tolerable by all the alleviationi 
which ihecTcumstances of your captors allowed them the meaJU 
of supplying, were not, I think, a lot so very hard to endure." 

" Nevertheless," answered the Lady of Berkely, " fri^^htful enou^ 
It must have appeared to me, since, to fly from such, 1 threw myself 
upon your guidance." 

" And whatever you think or suspect," answered the novice, " I 
am as true to you as ever was one maiden to another i and as suit 
as ever sister Ursula was true to her vows, although they wcte never 
completed, so will 1 be faithful to your secret, even at the risk of 
betraying my own." 

" Harken, ladyl" she said, suddenly pausing, "do ycu bcit 
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The sound to which she alluded was the same fmitniion of the 
cry of an owlet, which the lady had before heard under the walls of 
the Convent. 

" These sounds," said Margaret de Haullieu, " announce (hat one 
is near, more able than 1 am to direct us in this matter. I must 
go forward and speak with him ; and this man, our guide, will 
Ti.-m,-iLn by you for a Utile space ; nor, when be quits your brkllc, 
need you wait for any other signal, but ride forward on the woodland 
path, and obey the advice and directions which will be givea 
you." 

"Stay! stay! sister Ursula I " cried ihc Lady de Ilerkely— 
" abandon me not in this moment of uncertainly and distress ! " 

" It must he, for the sake of both," returned Marg.irct de Haut- 
lieu. " I also am in uncertainty — I also am in distress — and 
patience and obedience are the only virtues which can save us 
both." 

So saying, she struck her horse with the riding rod, and moving 
briskly forward, disappeared among the boughs of a tangled ihickeL 
The Lady of Berkcly would have followed her companion, but the 
cavalier who attended them laid a strong hand upon the bridle of 
her palfrey, with a look which implied that he would not permit her 
to proceed in that direction. Terrified, therefore, though she could 
not exactly state a reason why, the Lady of Berkely remained with 
her eyes fixed upon the thicket, instinctively, as it were, expecting 
to see a band of English archers, or rugged Scottish insurgents, 
issue from its tangled skirts, and doubtful which she should have 
most considered as the objects of her terror. In the distress of her 
uncertainty, she again attempted to move forward, but the stern 
check which her allendant again bestowed upon her bridle, proved 
sufficiently that in restraining her wishes, the stranger was not 
likely 10 spare the strength which he certainly possessed. At 
length, after some ten minutes had elapsed, the cavalier withdrew 
his hand from her bridle, and pointing with his lance towards the 
thicket, through which there winded a narrow, scarce visible path, 
seemed to intimate to the lady that her road lay in that direction, 
and that he would no longer prevent her following it. 

" Do you not go with me?" said the lady, who having been 
accustomed to this man's company since they lef^ the convent, 
had by degrees come to look upon him as a sort of protector. He^ 
however, gravely shook bis head, as if to excuse complying with a 
request, which it was not in his power to grant ; ancl turning his 
steed in a different direction, retired at a pace which soon carried 
him from her sight. She had then no alternative but to take the 
t|Hlh of the thiekcl, which had Ikcq tu\W\ic4. ti-j Vi.-ai'^J.i'a. &a. 
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Hautlieu, nor did she parsue it long oefore coming in siglnrfl 
SiDgular spectacle. 

The tiees gjev wider as the lady advanced, and when * 
entered the thicket, she perceived, that though edged in as it *bs ' 
by an enclosure of copsewood, it was in the interior alUf^idfl 
occupied by a few of the magnificent trees, such as seemed 18 to« 
been the ancestors of the forest, and which, though few in imM 
were sufficient to oi-ershade all the unoccupied ground, by * 
great extent of their complicated branches. Beneath one of |W« 
Liy stretched something of a grey colour, which, as it drew nrf 
together, exhibited the figure of a man sheathed in armoot. b( 
strangely accoutred, and in a manner so bitarrc, as lo a£ta 
some of the wild fancies peculiar lo the knights of thai prtiol 
His armour was ingeniously p:iinEed, so as to represent a sltdcM; 
the ribs being constituted by the corslet and its back-piece^ Tit 
shield represented an owl with its wings spread, a device vbci 
was repeated upon the helmet, which appeared to be eoafitlil 
covered by an image of the same bird of ill omen. BtJl thatwhiti 
was particularly calculated to excite surprise in the spectator,.*!! 
the great height and thinness of the figure, which, as it arow frt« 
the ground, and placed itself in an erect posture, seemed rather » 
resemble an apparition in the act of extricating- itself from the 
grave, than that of an ordinary man rising upon his feet. Vx 
horse, 100, upon which the lady rode, started back, and snorri, 
either at the sudden change of posture of this ghastly specimen «i 
chivalr)', or disagreeably affected by some odour which accoO' 
panied his presence. The l.idy herself manifested some alanDiiu 
although she did not utterly believe she was in the presence of ) 
■upematural being, yet, among all the strange and half-fraaw 
disguises of chivalry, this was assuredly the most uncoutl) whiti 
she had ever seen j and considering how often the knights of tiK 
period pushed their dreamy fancies to the borders of tnsaniiT il 
seemed at best no very safe adventure to meet one accoutred in ihc 
emblems of the King of Terrors himself, alone, and in the midst ol 
■ wild forcsL Be the knight's character and purposes what they 
might, she resolved, however, to accost him in the language and 
manner observed in romances upon such occasions, ia the boj« 
even that if he were a madman, he might prove a peaceable one^ 
and accessible to civility, 

" Sir Knight," she said, in as firm a tone as she could assume 

"right sorry am I, if, by my hasty approach, I have disturbed 

j'our solitary meditations. My horse, sensible 1 think of the 

presence of yours, brought me hither, without my being wntt 

^^^om or wlj^i I uas lo cacaxuMu." '^^^k 
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" I am one," answered the stranger, in a solemn tone, "wliom 
few men seek to meet, till the time comes that ihcy can avoid me 
BO longer." 

" You speak, Sir Knight," replied the Ladyde Berkely, "accord- 
ing to the dismal character of which it has pleased you to assume 
the distinclion, May I appeal to one whose exterior is so formi- 
dable, for the purpose of requesting some directions to guide me 
tbrou^'h this wild wood ; as, for instance, what is the name of the 
nearest castle, town, or hostelry, and by what course 1 am best 
Lkely to reach such ?" 

" It is a singular audacity," answered the Knight of the Tomb, 
"that would enter into conversation with him who is termed the 
Inexorable, the Unsparing, and the Pitiless, whom even the most 
miserable forbears to call to his assistance, lest his prayers should 
be too soon answered." 

" Sir Knight," replied the Lady Augusta, " the character which 
you have assumed, unquestionably for good reasons, dictates to 
you a peculiar course of speech ; but although your part is a sad 
one, it dues not should suppose, render it necessary for you to 
refuse those acts of civility to which you must have bound yourself 
ia taking the high vows of chivalry." 

" If you will trust to my guidance," replied the ghastly figure, 
" there is only one condition upon which I can grant you the 
information which you require ; and that is, that you follow my 
footsicps without any questions asked as to the tendency of our 

" 1 suppose I must submit to your conditions," she answered, " if 
you are indeed pleased to take upon yourself the task of being my 
guide. In my heart I conceive you to be one of the unhappy gen- 
tlemen of Scotland, who are now in arms, as they say, for the 
defence of iheir liberties. A rash undertaking has brought me 
within the sphere of your influence, and now the only favour I have 
to request of you, against whom I never did, nor planned any evil, 
is the guidance which your knowledge of the country permits you 
easily to afford me in my way to the frontiers of England. Believe 
that what I may see of your haunts or of your practices, shall be to 
me things invisible, as If they were actually concealed by the 
sepulchre itself, of the king of which it has pleased you to assume 
the attributes ; and if a sum of money, enough to be the ransom of 
a. wealthy earl, will purchase such a favour at need, such a ransom 
will be frankly paid, and with as much fidelity as ever it was ren- 
dered by a prisoner to the knight by whom he was taken. Do not 
reject me, princely Uruce— nobic Douglas — if indeed it is W e\vt«s 
of these that I address myself in this mv ^^a. f)L.«cwCwi— ^vaatv ■=s«'5«- 
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of botli as fearful enemies, but generous knights and faithful tisfc 
I^ me entreat jou to remember how much you would nii^a 
own friends and connexions to meet with co m passion undei bs) 
circumstances, at the hands of the knights of Englanit' 

"And have they done so?" repHed the Knight, insToion 
gloomy than before, "or do you act wisely, while imploriisai 
protection gf one whom you believe to be a true Scottish tairt 
for no other reason than the extreme and extravagant mistfT of ta 
appearance ;— is it, 1 say, well or wise to remind hitn of Ibe bb* 
in which the lords of England have treated the lovely maideniiJ 
the hinh-born dames of Scotland ? Have not their prison cxa 
been suspended from the battlements of castles, that their MpWL'! 
might be kept in view of every base burgher who should desut 3 
look upon the miseries of the noblest peeresses, yea, even tk 
Queen of Scotland?* Is ihis a recollection which can bsptRi 
Scottish knight with compassion towards an English lady'O 
it a thought which can do aught but swell the deeply swom haini 
of Edward Plantagenet, the author of these evils, that boili o 
every drop of Scottish blood which siill feels the ihuib of U:! 
No ;— it is all you can expect, if, cold and pitiless as the sepulds 
I represent, I leave you unassisted in the helpless condilMO O 
which you describe yourself to be." 

" You will not be so inhuman," replied the Zady ; " in doing «V 
you must surrender every riyhl to honest fame, wUd» >-ou law 
won either by sword or lance. You must surrender every pr eientt 
to that justice which affects the merit of supporting the ntik 
against the strong. You nnu=t make it your principle to arenas 
the wrongs and tyranny of Edward Plantagenet upon Ibe dunn 
and damoscls of England, who have neither access to his counci)ii 
nor perhaps give him their approbation in his wars ngnff 
Scotland." 

" It would not then," said the Knight of the Sepulchre, "induct 
you to depart from your request, should I tell you the evils U 
which you would subject yourself should we fall into the hands rf 
the English troops, and should ihcy find you under Such iU-omeool 
protection as my own ?" 

" Be assured," said the lady, "the consideration of such an ci-enl 
does not in the least shake my resolution or desire of confiding in 
your protection. Vou may probably know who I am, and may 
judge how far even Edward would hold himself entitled to extend 
punishment towards me." , 

f^Hov/ am I to know you," replied the ghastly cavalier, "or your 
aslarces? They must be extraordinary indeed, if they coaU 
fc check, either of justice ox h.\««M,\vi, 'j.^cl t.he teveni 
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feeling of Edward. All who kaow him are well assured that it is 
no ordinnry malive that will induce him to depart from the iiidul> 
gence of his evil temper. But be it as it may, you, lady, if a lady 
you be, throw yourself as a burden upon me, and 1 must discharge 
myself of my trust as I best may ; for this purpose you must be 
guided implicitly by my directions, which will be given after the 
fashion of those of the spiritual world, being intimations, rather 
than detailed instructions, for your conduct, and expressed rather 
by commands than by any reason or argument. In this way it is 
possible that I may be of service to you ; in any other case, it is 
most iikely that 1 may fail you at need, and melt from your side 
hke a phantom which dreads the approach of day." 

" You cannot be so cruel I ° answered the lady. " A gentleman, 
a knight, and a noblcrnan — and I persuade myself I speak to all — 
hath duties which he cannot abandon." 

" He has, I grant it, and they are most sacred to me," answered 
the Spectral Knight; "but I have also duties whose obligations 
are doubly binding, and to which I must sacrifice those which 
would otherwise lead me to devote myself to your rescue. The 
only question is, whether you feel inclined to accept my protection 
on the limited terms on wliich alone I can extend it, or whether 
you deem it belter that each go their own way, and limit themselves 
ta their own resources, and trust the rest to Providence?" 

" Alas ! " replied tlie lady, " beset and hard pressed as I am, to 
ask me to form a resolution for myself, is like calling on a wretch, 
in the act of falling from a precipice, to form a calm judgment by 
what twig he may best gain the chance of breaking his fall. His 
answer must necessarily be, that he will ding to that which he can 
easiest lay hold of, and trust the rest to Providence. I accept 
therefore your offer of protection, in the modified way you are 
pleased to limit it, and 1 put my faith in Heaven and in you, To 
aid me effectually, however, you must know my name and my cir- 



"All these," answered the Knight of the Sepulchre, "have 
already been told me, by your late companion; for deem not, 
young iady, that either beauty, rank, extended domains, unlimited 
wealth, or the hJiihest accomplishments, can neigh any thing in 
the consideration of him who wears the trappings of the tomb, 
and whose affections and desires are long buried in the charnel- 

" May your faith," said the Lady Augusta de Derkely, " be as 
Steady as your words appear severe, and I submit to your guidance, 
without the least doubt or fear that it will prove otherwise than ai 
ure to hope," 
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LlKR the dog following its masier, when engaged in training him 
to the sport in which he desires he should excel, the Lady Augusia 
felt herself occasionally treated with a severity calculated to 
impress upon her the most implicit obedience and attention to the 
Knight of the Tomb, in whom she had speedily persuaded herself 
she saw a. principal man among the retainers of Douglas, if not 
James of Douglas himself, Slill, however, the ideas which ibe 
lady had formed of the redoubted Douglas, were those of a knight 
highly accomplished in the duties of chivalry, devoted in particular 
to the service of the fair sex, and altogether unlike the personage 
with whom she found herself so strangely united, or rather for the 
present enthralled to. Nevertheless, when, as if to abridge farther 
communication, he turned short into one of the mates ot the wood, 
and seemed to adopt a pace, which, from the nature of the ground, 
the horse on which the Lady Augusta was mounted had difficuhy 
to keep up with, she followed him with the alarm and speed of the 
young spaniel, which, from fear rather than fondness, endeavours 
to keep up with the track of its severe master. The simile, it is 
true, is not a very pohtc one, nor entirely becoming an age, when 
women were worshipped with a certain degree of devotion ; but 
such circumstances as the present were also rare, and the Lady 
Augusta de Bcrkely could not but persuade herself that the terrible 
champion, whose name had been so long the theme of her anxiety, 
and the terror indeed of the whole country, might be able, some 
way or other, to accomplish her dehvcrance. She, therefore, 
exerted herself to the utmost so as to keep pace with the phanioni- 
like apparition, and followed the knight, as the evening shadow 
keeps watch upon the belated rustic. 

As the lady obviously suffered under the degree of exertion ne- 
cessary to keep her palfrey from stumbling in these sleep and 
broken paths, the Knight ol the Tomb slackened his pace, looked 
anxiously around him, and muttered apparently to himself, though 
probably intended for his companion's car, " There is no occasion 
for so much haste," 

He proceeded at a slower rate until they seemed to be on the 
brink of a ravine, being one of many irtegularities on the surface of 
the ground, cfTcctcd by the sudden torrents peculiar to that country, 
and which, winding among the trees and copsewood, formed, as it 
were, a net of places of concealment, opening into each other, so 
(hat there was perhaps no place in the world so fit for the purpose 
of ambuscade. The spot where the borderer Tumbull had made 
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his esc.ipc at the hunting-match, was one specimen of this broken 
country, and perhaps connected itself with the various thickets and 
passes through which the knight and pilgrim occasionally seemed 
to lake theii way, though that ravine was at a considerable distance 
from ibeir present route 

Meanwhile the knight led the way, as if ratlier with the purpose 
of bewildering the Lady Aufnista amidst these interminable woods, 
than following any exact 01 fixed path. Here they ascended, and 
ftnon appeared to descend in the same direciion, Bnding only 
boundless wildernesses, and varied combinations of tangled wood- 
land scenery. Such part of the country as seemed arable, the 
knight appeared carefully to avoid ; yet he could not direct his 
course with so much certainty but that he occasionally crossed ihe 
path of inhabitants and cultivators, who showed a consciousness o( 
•o singular a presence, but never, as the lady observed, evinced 
any symptom of recognition. The inference was obvious, that the 
spectre knight was known in the countr)', and that he possessed 
adherents oraccompHces there, who were at least so far his friends, 
as to avoid giving any alarm, wiiich might be the means of his dis- 
covery. The well-imitatcd cry of the night-owl, too frequent a 
guest in the wilderness that its call should be a subject of surprise, 
■cemcd to be a signal generally understood among them ; for it 
was heard in different parts of ihc wood, and the Lady Augusta, 
experienced in such journeys by her former travels under the 
guidance of the minstrel Bertram, was led to obseri'e, that on hear- 
ing such wild notes, her guid;: changed the direction of his course, 
and betook himself to paths which led through deeper wilds, and 
more impenetrable thickets. This happened so often, that a new 
alarm came upon the unfortunate pilgrim, which suggested other 
Dioiives of terror. Was she not Ihe confidant, and almost the tool 
of some artful design, laid with a view to an extensive operjtii>n, 
which was destined to terminate, as the elTorts of Douglas had 
before done, in the surprise of his her'>ditary castle, the massacre 
of the English garrison— and finally in the dishonour and death o( 
thai Sir John de Wa'ton, upon whose fate she had long believed, or 
taught herself to believe, that her own was dependent .' 

It no sooner flashed across the mind of the Lady Augusta (hat 
she was engaged in some such conspiracy with a Scottish insur- 
gent, than she shuddered at the consequences of the dark irans- 
aclions in which she had now become involved, and which appeared 
to have a tendency so very diUereot from what she had at first 
apprehended. 

The hours of the morning of this remarkable day, being that of 
Palm Sunday, were thus drawn out in wandering from place le 



I 



S'» 



CASTI.E DANCr.r.OUS. 



M 

Id 



place i wliile the Lady de Berkely occasionally interposed by 1 
petitiuiiB for liberty, which she endeavoured to express in the 
most moving and' pathetic manner, and by offers of wealth and 
treasures, to which no answer whatever was returned by her strange 

At length, as if warn out by his captive's in:iport unity, the knigh^ 
coming close up to the bridle rein of the Lady Augusta, said ii 
iolemn tone — 

" I am, as you may well believe, none of (hose knights who roam " 
through wood and wild seeking adventures, by whicli I may obtain 
grace in the eyes of a fair lady : Yet will I to a certain degree grant 
the request which thou dost solicit so an:<iou5ly, and the arbitialion 
of thy fate shall depend upon the pleasure of him to whose will 
thou hast expressed thyself ready to submit thine mvn, I will, on 
our arrival at the place of our destination, which is now at hand, 
write to Sir John de Walton, and send my letter, together with thy 
fair self, by a special messenger. He will, no doubt, speedily 
attend our summons, and thou shalt thyself be satisfied, that even 
he who has as yet appeared deaf to entreaty, and insensible t[> 
earthly affections, has still some sympathy for beauty and fcr 
virtue. I will put the choice of safety, and thy future happiness, 
into thine own hands, and those of the man whom thou hast 
chosen ; and thou mayst select which thou wilt betwixt those and 

While he thus spoke, one of those ravines or clefis in the earth 
«emcd to yawn before them, and entering it at the upper end, the 
Spectre kni};ht, with an aitcntion which he had not yet shown, 
guided the lady's courser by (he rein down the broken and steep 
path by which alone the bottom of the tan^jlcd dingle was ac- 
cessible. 

When placed on firm ground after the dangers of a descent, in 
which her palfrey seemed to be sustained by the personal strength 
and address of the singular being who had hold of the bridle, the 
bdy looked with some astonishment at a place so well adapted for 
concealment as that which she had now reached. It appeared 
evident that it was used for this purpose, for more than one stifled 
given to a very low busle-note emitted by the Knight 
of the Tomb ; and » hen the same note was repeated, about half ft 
■core of armed men, some wearing the dress of soldiers, o 
(hose of shepherds and a^iculturisls, showed tliemsUvcs ii 
fcctly, as if acknuwlc(!];iitg the summoDS. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

•Hah to you, my gallant friends !" said tlie Knight of the 
Tomb to his compiaiiions, who seemed to welcome him with the 
caijerncss of men engaKcd in the same perilous undertaking. " The 
winter has passed over, the festival of Paliu Sunday is come, and 
■s surely as the ice and snow of this season shall rot remain to 
chill the earth through the ensuing summer, so surely we, in a few 
hours, keep our word to ihose southern braggarts, who think their 
I.inguage of boasting and malice has as much force over our 
Scottish bosoms, as the blast possesses over the autumn fruits ;.but 
it is not so. Wliile wc choose to remain concealed, they may as 
vn.m]y seek to descry us, as a housewife would search for the needle 
■he has dropped among the withered foliage of yon gigantic oak. 
Yet a few hours, and the lost needle shall become the exterminating 
sword of the Genius of Scotland, avenging ten thousand injuries, 
and especially the life of the gallant Lord Douglas, cruelly done to 
death as an exile from his native country." 

An exclamation between a yell .nnd a groan burst from the 
assembled retainers of Douglas, upon being reminded of the recent 
dL'alh of their chieftain ; while they seemed at the same time sen- 
sible of the necessity of making little noise, lest they should give 
the alarm to some of the numerous English parties which were 
then traversing different parts of the foresL The acclamation, so 
cautiously uttered, had scarce died away in silence, *'hen the 
Knight of the Tomb, or, to c.iU him by his proper name. Sir 
J, lilies Douglas, again addressed his handful of faithful fol- 

" One effort, my friends, may yet be made to end our strife with 
the southron without bloodshed. Fate has within a few houn 
titrown into my power the young heiress of Kerkcly, for whose sake 
it is said Sir John de Walton keeps with such obstinacy the castle 
• hich is mine by inheritince. Is there one among you who dare 
po, as the honourable escort of Augusta de Bcikely, bearing a 
Iviier, explaining the terms on which I am willing to restore her to 
her lover, to freedom, and to her English lordships ! " 

" If there is none other," said a tall man, dressed in the tailored 
stiire of a woodsman, and being, in fact, no other than the 'cry 
Michael Tumbull, who had already given so extraordinary a \iTOvt 
of his undaunted manhood, '" 1 will gladly be the person who wiU 
be the lady's henchman on this expedition.' 

•■Thou art never wanting," said the Uougbs, "where a manly 
deed IE to be done ; bin remember, this lady must pledge to us het 
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word and oath that she will hold herself our faithful prisoneii 
rescue or no rescue ; that she will consider herself as pledged for 
the life, freedom, and fair usage of Michael TurnbuU ; and that if 
Sir John de Walton refuse my terms, she must hold herself obliged 
to return with Tumbull to our presence, in order to be disposed of 
at our pleasure. 

There was much in these conditions, which struck the 
Augusta wiili natural doubt and honor; nevertheless, 
may seem, the declaration of the Douglas gave a species of decisiott 
to her situation, which might have otherwise been unattainable ; 
and from the high opinion which she entertained of the Douglas's 
chivalry, she could not bring herself to think, that any part which 
he might play in the approaching drama would be other than that 
which a perfect good knight would, under all circumstances, main- 
tain towards his enemy. Even with respect to De Walton, she 
felt herself relieved of a painful difficulty. The idea of her being 
discovered by the knight himself, in a ro.ile disguise, had preyed 
upon her spirits ; and she felt as if guiliy of a departure from the 
laws of womanhood, in having extended her favour toward? him 
beyond maidenly limits ; a step, too, which might tend to lessen 
her in the eyes of the lover for whom she had ha::ardt:d 
much. 



" The heart, she said, is lightly pr:icd, 
That is but lightly won ; 
And long shall mourn the lieanlfss m; 
That leaves his love too soon." 



On the other hand, to be brought before him as a prisoner, 
indeed a circumstance equally perplexing and unpleasing, but it 
was one which was beyond her control, and the Douglas, into whose 
hands she had fallen, appeared to her to represent the deity in the 
play, whose entrance was almost sufficient to bring its perplexities 
to a conclusion ; she therefore not unwillingly submitted to take 
what oaths and promises were required by the party in whose hands 
she found herself, and accordingly engaged to be a true prisoner, 
whatever might occur. Meantime she strictly obeyed the directions 
of those who had her motions at command, devoutly praying that 
circumstances, in themselves so adverse, might nevertheless work 
together for the safety of her lover and her own freedom. 

A pause ensued, during which a slight repast was placed before 
the Lady Augusta, who was wcllnigh exhausted with the fatigues of 
her Journey. 

Douglas and his p.arlisans, meanwhile, whispered together, . 
unwilling she shoulil hear their co'-fcrence ; while, to purchase 
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good-will, if possible, she studiously avoided every appearance of 
listening. 

After some conversation, Tumbull, who appeared to consider tlio 
lady as peculiarly his charge, said to her in a harsh voice, " Do not 
fear, lady ; no wrong shall be done you ; nevertheless, you must be 
content for a space to be blindfolded." 

She submitted to this in silent terror ; and the trooper, wrapping 
part of a mantle round her head, did not assist her to remount iicr 
palfrey, but lent her his arm to support her in this blinded state. 



CHAPTER XVII. 
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The ground which they traversed was, as Lady Augusta could 
feel, very broken and imcvcn, and sometimes, as site thought, en- 
cumbered with ruins, which were difficult to surmount. The strength 
of her comrade assisted her forward on such occasions ; but his 
help was so roughly administered, that the lady once or twice, in 
fcaf or suffering, was compelled to groan or sigh heavily, whatever 
was her desire to suppress such evidence of the apprehension which 
she underwent, or the pain which she endured. Presently, upon an 
occasion of this kind, she was distinctly sensible that the rough 
woodsman was removed from her side, and another of the party 
substituted in his stead, whose voice, more gentle than that of hifl 
companion, she thought she had lately heard. 

" Noble lady," were the words, " fear not the slightest injury at 
our hands, and accept of my ministry instead of that of my hcnch> 
man, who has gone forward with our letter ; do not think me pre- 
suming on my situation if I bear you in my arms through mint 
where you could not easily move alone and blindfold." 

At the same time the Lady Augusta Berkely felt herself raised 
from the earth in the strong arms of a man, and borne onward with 
the utmost gentleness, without the necessity of making those pain- 
ful exertions which bad bctn formerly required. She was ashamed 
of her situation ; but, however delicate, it was no time to give vent 
to complaints, which might have given offence to persons whom it 
was her interest to conciliate. She, therefore, submitted to necessity, 
and heard the following words whispered in her car. 

" Fear nothing ; there is no cvii inicnditl you ; nor shall Sir John 
de Walton, if he loves you as you deserve at his hand, receive any 
liarm on our parL We coJl on him but to do justice to ourselves 
Kiid to you; and be assured you will bc^t accomplish your own 
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happiness by aiding our \ 
wishes and your frijcdoin." 

The Lady Augusta would have made some answer to this, but her 
breath, betwixt iear and the speed with which she was transported, 
refused lo permit her to use intelligible accents. Meantime she 
bei^n lo be sensible that she was enclosed within some building, 
and probably a ruinous one—for although the mode of her trans- 
portation no longer permitted her to ascertain the nature of her path 
in any respect distinctly, yet the absence of the external air— which 
was, however, sometimes excluded, and sometimes admitted in 
IS gusts— intimated that she was conducted through building* 
partly entire, and in other places admitting the wind through nide 
s and gaps. In one pl.nce it seemed to the lady as if she passed 
through a considerable body of people, all of whom observed silence, 
although there was sometimes heard among Ihem a murmur, to 
which every one present in some degree contributed, although the 
general sound did not exceed a whisper. Her situation made her 
attend lo every circumstance, and she did not fail to observe that 
these persons made way for him who bore her, until at length she 
became sensible that he descended by the regular steps of a siair, 
and that she was now alone excepting his company. Arrived, as it 
appeared lo the lady, on more level ground, they proceeded on llwir 
singular road by a course which appeared neither direct nor easy, 
and through an atmosphere which was close to a sraoihering degree, 
and felt at the same time damp and dis.tgrceable, as if from tlie 
vapours of a new-made grave. Her guide again spoke, 

" Bear up. Lady Augusta, for a little longer, and continue to endure 
that atmosphere which must be one day common to us all. Ly ilic 
necessity of my situation, I must resign my present office to yuur 
original guide, and can only give you my assurance, that neither he, 
nor any one else, shall offer you the least incivility or insult— and 
on this you may rely, on the faith of a man of honour." 

He placed her, as he said these words, upon the soft turf, and. lo 
her infinite refreshment, made her sensible that she was once more 
in the open air, and free from the smothering atmosphere whicli had 
before oppressed her like that of a charnel-house. At the same 
time, she breathed in a whisper an anxious wish that she might be 
permitted to disencumber herself from the folds of the mantle, nhich 
excluded almost the power of breathing, though intended only to 
prevent her seeing by what road she travelled. She immediately 
found it unfolded, agreeably to her request, and hastened, with un- 
covered eyes, to take note of the scene around her. 

It was overshadowed by thick oak-trees, among which stood 
remnants of byi/dinss, or what might have seemed such, being 
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fcaps the same in which she had been lately wandering. A clear 
fountain of living water bubbled forth from under the twisted roots 
of one of those trees, and offered the lady the opportunity of a 
draught of the pure element, and in which she also bathed her face, 
which had received more than one scratch in the course of her jour- 
ney, in spite of the care, and almost the tenderness, with which she 
had latterly been borne along. The cool water speedily siopi the 
bleeding of those [rifting injuries, and the application served at the 
>ame lime to recall the scattered senses of the damsel herself. Her 
iirst idea was, whether an attempt to escape, if such should appear 
possible, was not advisable. A moment's reHeclion, however, 
satiified her that such a scheme was not to be thought of; and such 
second thoughts were confirmed by the approach of the gigantic 
form of the huntsman Turabull, the I'ough tones of whose voice were 
heard before his figure was obvious to her eye. 

" Were you impatient for my return, fair lady? Such as I," he 
continued in an ironical tone of voice, " who are foremost in the 
ch3^e of wild stags and silvan cattle, are not in use to lag behind, 
when fjir Indies, like you, are the objects of pursuit ; and if I am 
not so constant in my attendance as you might expect, believe me, 
it is because I was engaged in another matter, to which 1 must 
-sacrifice for a little even the duty of attending on you." 

" I offer no resistance," said the lady ; " forbear, however. In dis- 
charging thy duty, to au;;ment my uneasiness by ihy ci 
fur tliy master hath pledged me his word that he will ni 
to be alarmed or ill treated." 

" Nay, fair one," replied the huntsm.m, " I ever thought it was fit 
to make interest by soft words with fair I.-idies ; but If you like It 
not, 1 have no such pleasure in hunting for fine holyday terms, but 
that lean with equal ease hold myself silent. Come, then, since we 
must wait upon this lover of yours ere morning closes, and learn his 
last resolution touching a m.itter which Is become so strangely 
complicated, I will hold no more Intercourse with you as a 
female, but talU to you as a person of sense, although an English- 



" Vou will," replied the lady, " best fulfil the intentions of those 
by whose orders you act, by holding no society with me whatever, 
otherwise than is necessary in the character of guide." 

The man lowered his brows, yet seemed to assent to what the 
Lady of Bcrkcly proposed, and remained silent as ih.y for some 
time pursued their course, each pondering over their own share of 
■ncditalion, which probably turned upon matters essentially different. 
ngth the loud blast of a bugle was heard at no great dl: 
the unsocial fellow-travellers. " That la the person we 
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said Tumbull ; " I know his blast from any other who fmfsa 
this forest, and my orders aro to bring you to speech of him.' 

The blood dorled rapidly through the Lady's veins at tb« tko^ 
of being thus unceremoniously presented to the knight, in »bM 
favour she had confessed a rash preference more agreeable \o lie 
manners of those limes, when exaggerated sentiments ofieninqcd 
actions of exlravagnnt generosity, than in our days, when twj 
tiling is accounted absurd which docs not turn upon a n)ocit« cc» 
nectcd with the iinniediaie selfish interests of the a;tor bisaseL i 
When Turnbull, therefore, winded bis horn, as if in answer W 6t 1 
bkst which they had heard, the lady nas disposed to fly at th; its 
impulse of shame and of fear. Tumbull perceived her iDlen:i:«t 
and caught hold of her with no vcrj- gentle grasp, saying—" Sa, 
lady, it is to be understood that you piny your own part in tt* 
drama, which, unless you continue on the stage, will condudeifr 
salisfoctorily to us all, in a combat at outrance between your low 
and me, when it will appear which of us is most worthy of jov 

" 1 will be patiei^t," said the lady, bethinking her that even [lii 
strange man's presence, and the compulsion which he appeared » 
use towards her, was a sort of excuse to her female scruples, f* 
coming Into the presence of her lover, at least at bcr first appearance 
before him. In a disguise which her feelings confessed was not 
extremely decorous, or reconcilable to the dignity of her sex. 

Tlie moment after these thoughts had passed ihroush her mind, 
the tramp of a horse was heard approaching ; and Sir John de 
Walton, pressing ihraujh the trees, became aw.irc of the presence 
of his lady, captive, as it seemed, in the grasp of a Scottish aulU«, 
who was only known to him by his former audacity at the fauntio^ 

His surprise and joy only supplied the knight with those h.istr 
expressions— " Caitiff, let go thy hold! ordic in thy profane aiicmpi 
to control the motions of one whom the very sun in heaven should 
be proud to obey." At the same lime, apprehensive thai the hunts- 
man might hurry the lady from his sight by means of some entangled 
path — such as upon a former occasion bad served him for escape — 
Sir John dc Wahon dropt his cumbrous lance, of which the trees 
did not permit him the perfect use, and springing from his hors^ 
approached Turnbull with his drawn sword. 

The Scottishman, keeping his left hand still upon the lady'l 
mantle, uplifted with his right his b.illle-axe, or Jcdwood staff, for 
the purpose of parrying and reluming the blow of bis antagonist, 
but the lady spoke. 

" Sir John de Wallon," she »avd, " tor \iea.vcj';* u<»i,&u:bc 



I 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 



317 



I 



*iolcnrc, lit! you hear upon what pacific object I am brought hither, 
and by what peaceful means these wars may be put an end to. 
This man, though an enemy of yours, has been to me a civil and 
rcsfwctful guardian ; and I entreat you to forbear him while he 
speaks the purpose for which he has brought mc hither," 

" To speak of compulsion and the Lady de Berkely in the same 
breath, would itself be cause enough for instant death," said the 
Governor of Dougtas Casttc ; "but you command, lady, and 1 spare 
bis insignificant life, although I have causes of complaint af^inst 
him, the least of which were good warrant, had he a thousand lives, 
for the forfeiture of ihem alL" 

" John de Walton," replied Tumbull, " this lady well knows that 
no fear of thee operates in my mind to render this a peaceful meet- 
ing ; and were I not withheld by other circumstances of great con- 
sideration to the Douglas, as well as thyself, 1 should have no more 
fear in facing (he utmost thou couldsc do, than I have now ia 
levelling that sappling to the earth it grows upon." 

So saying, Michael TurnbuU raised his battle-axe, and struck 
from a neighbouring oak-tree a branch, wclbish as thick ai s 
man's arm, which (with all its twigs and leaves) rushed 10 the ground 
between De WaUon and the Scotchman, giving a singular instance 
of the keenness of his weapon, and the strength and dexterity with 
which he used it. 

" Let there be truce, then, between us, good fellow," said Sir John 
de Walton, "since it is the lady's pleasure that such should be the 
case, and let me know what thou hast to say tome respecting her?" 

" On that subject," said Tumbull, " my words are few, but mark 
them. Sir Englishman. The Lady Augusta Berkely, wandering in 
this country, has become a prisoner of the noble Lord Douglas, the 
rightful inheritor of the castle and lordship, and he finds himself 
obliged to attach to the liberty of this lady the following conditions, 
being in all respects such as good and lawful warfare entitles a 
knight to exacL That is to say, in all honour and safety the l^ady 
Augusta shall be delivered to Sir John de Walton, or those whom 
be shall name for the purpose of receiving her. On the other hand, 
the Castle of Douglas itself, together with all out-posts or gairisona ' 
thereunto belonging, shall be made over and surrendered by Sir 
John de Walton, in the same situation, and containing the same 
provisions and artillery, as are now within their walls ; and the 
space of a month of truce shall be permitted to Sir James Douglas 
and Sir John de Walton farther to regulate the terms of surrender 
on both parts, having tirst plighted their knightly word and oath, 
tiiat in the exchange of the honourable lady for the foresaid c 

full import of the present agreement, and that ciery othtV | 
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subject of dispute shall, at the pleasure of Ihe noble knights 
said, be honourably compounded and agreed bziwixt them 
their pleasure, settled knightly by single combat, according 
usage, and in a fair Held, before any honourable person, that may 
possess power cnouijh to preside." 

It is not easy to conceive the astonishment of Sir John de Wulioa 
at hearing the contents of this emraordinary cartel ; he looked 
towards the Lady of Berkely with that aspect of despair with which 
a ctiniinal may be supposed to see his guardian angel prepare for 
departure. Through her mind also similar ideas flowed, as if they 
contained a concession of what she had considered as the summit 
of her wishes, but under conditions disgraceful to her lover, like the 
cherub's fiery sword of yore, which was a barrier between our first 
parents and the blessings of Paradise. Sir John de Walton, after 
sitation, broke silence in these words ; — 

" Noble iady, you may be surprised if a condition be imposed 
upon me, having for its object your freedom ; and it Sir John dc 
Walton, already standing under those obligations to you, which he 
is proud of acknowledging, should yet hesitate on accepting, with 
the utmost eagerness, what must ensure your restoration to free- 
dom and independence ; but so it is, that the words now spokco 
have thrilled in mine ear without reaching to my understanding, 
and I must pray the Lady of Berkely for pardon if I take time to 
reconsider them for a short space." 

"And I," replied Tumbull, "have only power to allow you half 
an hour for the consideration of an offer, in accepting which, me- 
thinks, you should jump shoulder-height, instead of asking any 
time for reflection. What does this cartel exact, save what your 
duty as a knight iniplicitiy obliges you to? Vou have engaged 
yourself to become the agent of the tyrant Edward, in holding 
Douglas Castle, as his commander, to the prejudice of the Scottish 
nation, and of the Knight of Douglas Dale, who never, as a com* 
munily or as an individual, were guihy of the least injury towards 
you ; you are therefore prosecuting a false path, unworthy of a 
good knighL On the other hand, the freedom and safety of your 
lady is now proposed to be pledged to you, with a full assurance of 
her liberty and honour, on consideration of your withdrawing from 
the unjust line of conduct, in which you have suflcrcd yourself to 
be imprudently cng.iged. If you persevere in il, you place your 
honour, and the lady's happiness, in the hands of mm 
whom you have done every thing in your power to render des- 
perate, and whom, thus irritated, it is most probable you may fiad 

from thee at least, ' si-id the kni^jht, " that I shall 
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to estimate the manner in which Douglas will explain the laws cf 
war, gr De Walton receive them aC his dictating," 

" 1 am noi, then," said TumbuU, " received as a friendly messen- 
ger ? Farewell, and think of this lady as being in any hands biit 
those which are safe, while you make up at leisure your mtntt upon 
the message 1 have brought you. Come, madam, we must be gone." 

So s.-tying, he seiied upon the lady's hand, and pulled her, as if 
to force her to withdraw. The lady had stood moijonless, and 
almost senseless, while these speeches were exchanged between the 
warriors ; but when she felt the grasp of Michael TurnbuU, she 
exclaimed, like one almost beside herself with fear — " Help me, De 
Walton 1 " 

The knight, stung to instant rage, assaulted the forester with tlie 
utmost fury, and dealt him with his long sword, almost at unawares, 
two or three heavy blows, by which he was so wounded that 
he sunk backwards in the tliicket, and De Walton was about 
to despatch him, when he was prevented by the anxious cry 
of the lady — "Alas! De Walton, what have you done? This 
man was only an ambassador, and should have passed free 
from injury, while he confined himself to the delivery of what he 
was charged with ; and if thou hast slain him, who knows how 
frightful may prove the vengeance exacted 1 '' 

The voice of the lady seemed to recover the huntsman from the 
cfTccts of the blows he had received ; he sprung on his feet, saying 
— "Never mind me, nor think of my becoming the means of 
making mischief. The knight, in his haste, sfioke without giving 
me warning and deliance, which gave him an advantage which, I 
think, he would otherwise have scorned to have taken in such z 
case. I will renew the combat oa fairer terms, or call another 
champion, as the knight pleases." With these words he dis- 
apF>earcd. 

" Fear not, empress of De Walton's thoughts," answered ih; 

knight, " but believe, that if we regain together the shelter of 

Douglas Castle, and the safeguard of Saint George's Cross, ihou 

mayst laugh at all. And if you can but piardon, what I sh.iU 

sever be able to forgive myself, the mole-tike blindness which 

1 did not recognise the sun wliitc under a temporary eclipse, llie 

I task cannot be named too hard fur mortal valour to achijive 

I Vhich I shall not willingly undertake, to wipe out the memurjr 

Id my grievous fault." 

Mention it no more," said the lady; "it is not at such a 
Bilitne as this, when our lives are for the moment at stake, tb^* 

Tcls upon slighter topics are to be recurred to. I cai 
Bjfuu, if you do niK yet know, that the Scots arc in an-.is ii 
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vicinity, and tliat even the earth has yawned la conceal them 
from the sight of your garrison." 

"Let it yawn, theti," said Sir John de Walton, "and suffer 
every (iend in the infernal abyss to escape from bis prison-house 
and reinforce our enemies — still, fairest, having received in thee 
a pearl of maichless price, my spurs shall be hacked from my 
heels by the b.tsest scullion, if I turn my horse's head to the rear 
before the utmost force these niffi.ins can assemble, either upon 
e.-irlh or from underneath it In thy name 1 defy them aU to 
instant combat." 

As Sir John de Walton pronounced these last words, in som^ 
thing of an exalted lone, a tall cavalier, arrayed in black armour 
of the simplest form, stepped forth from that part of the thicket 
wheie Turnbull had disappeared. "I am," he said, "James of 
Douglas, and your challenge is accepted. I, the challenged, 
name the arms our knightly weapons as we now wear them, and 
our place of combat this field or dingie called the Bloody Sykc^ 
the time being instant, and the combatants, like true knightly 
foregoing each advantage on either side." * 

"So be it, in God's name," said the English knight, who, 
though surprised at being called upon to so sudden an encounter 
with so formidable a warrior as young Douglas, was too proud 
to dream of avoiding the combat Making a sign to the l.idy to 
retire behind him, that he might not lose the advantage which he 
had gained by setting her at liberty from the forester, he drew his 
sword, and with a deliberate and prepared attitude of offence, 
moved slowly to the encounter. It was a dreadful one, for the 
courage and skill both of the native Lord of Douglas Dale, and of 
De Walton, were among the most renowned of the times, and 
perhaps the world of chivalry could hardly have produced two 
knights more famous. Their blows fell as if urged by some mighty 
engine, where they were met and parried with equal strength and 
dexterity ; nor seemed it likely, in the course of ten minutct^ 
encounter, thai an advantage would be gained by either combal.int 
over the other. An instant they stopped by mutually implied 
assent, as it seemed, for the purpose of taking breath, during which 
Douglas said, " I beg that this noble lady may understand, thai 
her own freedom is no way concerned in the present contest, 
which entirely regards the injustice done by this Sir John de 
Walton, and by his nation of England, to the memory of lo* 
father, and to my own natural rights." 

"You are generous, Sir Knight," replied the lady ; "but iQwh.it 
circumstances do you place me, if you deprive loc of my protector 
by death or captivity, and leave me alone in a foreifn laind?' 
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" If such should be ihf event of the combat," replied Sir Jaine% 
"the Douglas himself, lady, will saft-ly restore thee to thy native Lind| 
for never did bis sword do an injury for which he was not willing, 
to make amends with the same weapon ; and if Sir John de Wat 
ton will make the sliglitest admission that he renounces maintain* 
ing the present strife, were it only by yielding up a feather froqJ 
tlie plume of his helmet, Douglas will renounce every purpose on 
his part which can touch (he lady's honour or safely, and Ihs 
combat may be suspended until the national quarrel again brings 
US together." 

Sir John de Walton pondered a moment, and the tady, although 
she did not speak, looked at him wiih eyes which plainly expressed 
how much she wished that he would choose the less h^iardoua 
ahemaiive. But the knight's own scruples prevented his bringing 
the case to so favourable an arbilremenL 

" Never shall it be said of Sir John de Wahon," he replied, 
" that he compromised, in the slightest degree, his own honour, or 
thai of his country. This hallle may end in my defeat, or rather 
death, and in that case my earthly prospects are closed, and I 
resign (o Douglas, with my last breath, the charge of the Lady 
Augusta, trusting lliat lie will defend her with bis hfe, and find the 
menus of replacing her with safety in the halls of her fathers. Hut 
while I survive, she may have a belter, but will not need another 
protector than he who is honoured by being her own choice ; nor 
will 1 yield up, were it a plume from my helmet, implying that 1 
have maintained an unjust quarrel, cither in the cause of England, 
or of the fairest of her daughters. Thus fnr alone I will concede 
to Douglas— an instant truce, provided the lady sliall not be inter. 
rupted in her retreat to England, and the combat be fought out 
upon another day. The Castle and territory of Douglas is the 
property of Edward of England, the governor in his name is ili« 
rightful governor, and on this point I will light white my eyelidi 
we unclosed." 

■ " Time flies," said Douglas, " without waiting for our resolves i 
nor is there any part of his motions of such value, as Chat iihicb 
is passing with every breath of vital air which we presently draw. 
Why should we adjourn till to-morrow that which can be as well 
liniihed to-day.' Will our swords be sharper, or our arms sironga 
to wield them, than they are at this moment ? Douglas will do alt 
which knight can do to succour a lady in distress; but he will not 
grant to her knight the slightest mark of deference, which Sir- 
John de Walton vainly supposes himself able to extort by force of. 

With these words, the knighi: engaged oacc more in niorUd 
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combat, and the lady fell uncertain whether she should .ittempt III 
escape through the devious paths of the wood, or abide tlu 
this obstinate fight. It was rather lier desire to see the fate of Sir 
John de Walton, than any other consideration, which induced her 
to remain, as if fascinated, upon the spot, where one of the fiercest 
quarrels ever fought was disputed by two of the bravest chatnpions 
that ever drew sword. At last the lady attempted to put a stop lo 
the combat, by appealing to the bells wW:h began to ring for the 
service of the day, which was Palm Sunday. 

"For Heaven's sake," she said — "for your own sakes, and for 
that of Iad)-'s love, and the duties of chivalry, hold your bands 
only for an hour, and take chance, that where strength is so equal, 
s will be found of converting the truce into a solid peace. 
Think this is Palm Sunday, and will you dcRle with blood such a. 
peculiar festival of Christianity ? Intermit your feud at least so 
far as to pass to the nearest church, bearing with you branches, 
not in the ostentatious mode of earthly conquerors, but as render- 
ing due homng? to the rules of the blessed church, and the iastiiu- 
lions of our holy religion." 

" I was on my road, fair lady, for thai purpose, to theholy chnreh 
of Douglas," said the Englishman, " when 1 was so fortunate as to 
meet you at this place ; nor do I object to proceed thither even 
DOW, holding truce for an hour, and 1 fear not to find there fricDds 
to whom 1 can commit you with assurance of safety, in case 
unfortunate in the combat which is now broken otT, to be res 
after the service of the day." 

"1 also assent," said the Douglas, "to a truce for such 
space ; nor do 1 fear that there may be good Christians enoi 
the church, who will not see their master overpowered by odds. 
Let us go thither, and each take the chance of what Heaven shall 

From these words. Sir John de Walton little doul>ted that 
Douglas had assured himself of a party among those who should 
there assemble ; but he doubted not of so many of the garrison 
being present as would bridle every attempt at rising ; and the 
risk, he thought, was worth incurring, since he should thereby 
secure an opportunity to place Lady Augusta de Uerkely in safety, 
at least so far as to make her liberty depend on the event of n 
general conflict, instead of the precarious issiie of a combat 
between himself and Douglas, 

Doth these distinguished knights were inwardly of opinion, that 
the proposal of the lady, though i*. relieved them from their pre- 
sent conflict, by no means bound them to abstain from the 
sequences which an accession of force might add to their gei 
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Itrcngtli, and (lacii relied upon his superiority, in some dej^ree 
provided for by their previous proceedings. Sir John de Walioo 
made almost certain of meeting with several of his bands of 
soldiers, who were scouring tlie country and iraversing the woods 
by his direction ; and Douglas, it may be supposed, had not 
ventured himself in person where a. price was set upon his head, 
without being attended by a suHicient number of approved ad- 
herents, placed in more or less connection with each other, and 
stationed for mutual support. Each, therefore, entertained well- 
grounded hopes, thai, by adopting the ttuee proposed, he would 
ensure himself an adi-antage over his antagonist, although neither 
exactly knew in what manner or to what extent this success was 
to be obtained. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

His talk was of another world— his bodements 

Strange, doubtful, and mysterious ; tlioie who heard him 

Listcn'd as to a man In feveiish dreams. 

Who speaks of other objects than the present, 

And mutters like to him who sees a vision. 

OMP/ay. 

Off the same Palm Sunday when De Walton and Douglas 
measured together their mighty swords, the minstrel Bertram was 
busied with the ancient Uook of Prophecies, which we have aboady 
mentioned as the supposed composition of Thomas the Rhymer, 
but not without many anxieties as to the fate of his lady, and the 
events which were passing around him. As a minstrel, he was 
desirous of an auditor to enter into the discoveries which he should 
make in that mystic volume, as well as to assist in passing away 
the lime; Sir John de Walton had furnished him, in Gilbert 
Greenlcaf the archer, with one who was well contented to play the 
h'stcncr "from mom to dewy eve," provided a flask of Gascon 
wine, or a stoup of good English ale, remained on the board It 
may be remembered that De Walton, when he dismissed the 
Biinstrel from the dungeon, was sensible that he owed hitn some 
compensation for the causeless suspicion which had dictated his 
imprisonment, more particularly as he was a valued servant, and 
bad sbown himself the faithful contidanl of the Lady Augusta de 
Berkely, and the person who was moreover likely to know all the 
motives and circumstances of her Scolllsh journey. To secure his 
good wishes was, therefore, politic j and De \Valton had intimated 
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to his faithrul arrher that he was to lay aside all suspicion 
Bertram, but at the same time keep him in sight, and, if possibly 
in good humour with the governor of the castle, and his adherents, 
Greenleaf accordingly had no doubt in his own mind, that the, 
only way to please a minstrel was to listen with patre 
mendalion to the lays which he liked best to sing, or the talc*, 
which he most loved to tell ; and in order to ensure the CKCCUtiolti 
of his master's commands, he judged it necessary to demand of th«. 
builer such store of good liquor, as could not Tail to enhance the 
pleasure of his society. 

Having thus fortified himself with the means of bearing a long 
interview with the minstrel, Gilbert Greenleaf proposed to confer 
upon him the bounty of an early breakfast, which, if it pleased 
him, they might wash down with a cup of sack, and, having his 
master's commands to show the minstrel any thing about ihe 
castle which he might wish to see, refresh their overwearied spirit* 
by attending a part of the garrison of Douglas [o the ser^'ice of the 
day, which, as we have already seen, was of peculiar sanctity. 
Against such a proposal the minstrel, a good Christian by profes- 
sion, and, by his connexion with the joyous science, a good fellow, 
having no objections to ofTer, the two comrades, who had formerly 
lillle good-will towards each other, commenced their morning"* 
repast on that fated Palm Sunday, with all manner of cordiality 
and good fellowship. 

" Do not believe, worthy minstrel," said the archer, " that my 
master in any respect disparages your worth or rank in referring 
you for company or conversation to so poor a man as myself. It 
is true, I am no officer of this garrison ; yet for an old archer, who, 
for these thirty years, has lived by bow and bowstring, I do not 
(Our Lady make me thankful I) hold less share in the grace of Sir 
John de Walton, the Earl of Pembroke, and other approved good 
soldiers, than many of those giddy young men on whom commis- 
sions are conferred, and to whom conlidences are intrusted, not on 
account of what they have done, but what their ancestors have 
done before them, I pray you to notice among them one youth 
placed at our head in De Walton's absence, and who bears Ihe 
honoured name of Aymcr de Valence, being the same with that of 
the Earl of Pembroke, of whom I have spoken ; this knight has 
also a brisk young page, whom men call Fabian Hatboihcl." 

" Is it to these gentlemen that your censure applies?" answered 
the minstrel ; " I should have judged differently, having never, is 
the course of my experience, seen a young man m 
and amiable than the young knight you named," 

" I nothing dispute thai it may be so," said tlie archer, hosieni 
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to amend the false step which he had made ; "but in order iliat it 
should be so, it will be necessary that he conform to the usages ol 
his uncle, taking the advice of experienced old soldiers in ihe 
emergencies which may present themselves ; and not believing, 
that the knowledge which it takes many years of observation to 
acquire, can be at once conferred by the slap of the flat of a sword, 
and the magic words, 'Rise up, Sir Arthur'— or however the cafo 
may be." 

"Doubt rot. Sir Archer," replied Bertram, "that I am fully 
aivarc of Ihe advantage to be deriied from conversing with men ol 
experience like you : it benefitelh men of every persuasion, and I 
myself am oft reduced to lament my want of sufficient knowledg* 
of armorial bearings, signs, and cogniiances, and would right fain 
have thy assistance, where I am a stranger alike to the names of 
places, of persons, and description of banners and emblems by 
which great families are distinguished from each other, so abso- 
lutely necessary to the accomplishment of my present task." 

" Pennons and bannets," answered the archer, " 1 have seen 
light many, and can assign, as is a, soldier's wont, the name of tlie 
leader to the emblem under which he musters his followers ; never- 
theless, worthy minstrel, 1 cannot presume 10 understand what you 
call prophecies, with or under warranted authority of old painted 
books, expositions of dreams, oracles, revelations, invocations of 
damned spirits, judiciaJs, aslrologicals, and other gross and pal- 
pable oiTenccs, whereby men, pretending to have the assistance of 
the devil, do impose upon the common people, in spite of the 
warnings of the Privy Council ; not, however, that I suspect you, 
worthy minstrel, of busying yourself with these ailcmpis to explain 
futurity, which are dangerous attempts, and may be truly said to 
be penal, and part of treason," 

"There is something in what you say," replied the minstrel; 
" yet it applieih not to books and manuscripts such as t have been 
consiihing ; part Of which things therein written having already come 
to pass, authorise us surely to expect Ihe completion of the rest j 
nor would 1 have much difficulty in showing you from this volume, 
that enough has been already proved true, to entitle us to look 
with certainty to the accomplishment of thai which remains." 

"I should be glad to hear that," answered the archer, who 
entertained little more than a soldier's belief respecting prophecies 
and auguries, but yet cared not bluntly to contradict the minstrel 
upon such subjects, as he had been instructed by .Sir John dc 
Walton to comply with his humour. Accordingly the minstrel 
began to recite verses, which, in our time, the ablest interpreter 
could not make sense out oL 
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" When the coclc crows, keep well his comb, 
For the fox and the fulmart ihey are false both. 
When the raven and tiie rook have rounded together. 
And the kid in his cliff shall accord to the same, 
Then shall they be bold, and soon to battle thereafter. 
Then the birds of the raven rugs and reives. 
And the leal men of Lothian are louping on their horse ; 
Then shall the poor people be spoiled full near, 
And the Abbeys be burnt truly that stand upon Tweed; 
They shall burn and slay, and great reif make ; 
There shall no poor man who say whose man he is ; 
Then shall the land be lawless, for love there is none. 
Then falset shall have foot fully five years ; 
Then truth surely shall be tint, and none shall lippen to ot 
The one cousing shall not trust the other, 
Not the son the father, nor the father the son ; 
For to have his goods he would have him handed.' 



&e. &.C 



&c. 



The archer lisiened to these mystic prognostications, which b 
not the less wearisome that they were, in a considerable degree, 
unintelligible ; at the same time subduing his Hotspur-like dispo- 
sition to lire of the recitation, yet at brief intervals comforting 
himself with an application to the wjne llagon, and enduring as he 
might what he neither understood nor look interest in. Mean- 
while the minstrel proceeded with his explanation of the dubious 
and imperfect vaticinations of which we have given a suificieat 
specimen. 

" Could you wish," said he to Greenleaf, " a more exact descrip- 
tion of the miseries which have passed over Scotland in these 
latter days ? Have not these the raven and rook, the fox and the 
fulmart, explained ; either because the nature of the birds or beasts 
bear an individual resemblance to those of the knights who display 
them on their banners, or otherwise are bodied forth by actual 
blazonry on their shields, and come openly into the field to ravage 
and destroy.' Is not the total disunion of the land plainly indi- 
cated by Ihe^e words, that connexions of blood shall be broken 
asunder, that kinsmen shall not Irust each other, and that the 
father and son, instead of putting faith in their natural connexioD, 
shall seek each other's life, in order lo enjoy his inheritance? The 
/iai men of Lothian are distinctly mentioned as taking arms, and 
there is plainly allusion to the other events of these late Scottish 
troubles. The death of this last William is obscurely intimated 
under the type of a hound, which was that good lord's occasional 
cogniiancc. 
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Yet shall a whelp rise of the same race, 
That rudel)' shall roar, and rule the whole nortli. 
And quit the whole quarrel of old deeds done. 
Though he from his hold be kept back a while. 
True Thomas told me this in a iroublcsome lime, 
In a harvest morning at £Idoun hills.' 

"This hath a meaning, Sir Archer," continued (he minstrel, 
"and which flies as directly to its mark as one of your own arrows, 
although there may be some want of wisdom in making the direct 
explication. Being, however, upon assurance with you, I do nat 
hesitate to (ell you, that in my opinion this lion's whelp that waits 
its time, means this same celebrated Scottish prince, Robert the 
Bruce, who, though repeatedly defeated, has still, while hunted 
with bloodhounds, and surrounded by enemies of every sort, main- 
tained his pretensions to the crown of Scotland, in despite of King 
Edward, now reigning." 

" Minstrel," answered the soldier, "you are my guest, and we 
have sat down together as friends to this simple meal in good 
comradeship. I must tell thee, however, though I am loath to 
disturb out harmony, that thou art the first who hast adventured to 
speak a word before Gilbert Crecnlcif in favour of that outlawed 
traitor, Robert Bruce, wbo has by his seditions so long disturbed 
the peace of this realm. Take tny advice, and be silent on this 
topic ; for, believe me, the sword of a true English archer wiU 
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I spring from its scabbard without consent of its master, should it ^H 
hear aught said to the disparagement of bonny St. George and his ^H 
ruddy cross ; nor shall the authority of Thomas the Rhymer, or ^^M 
any other prophet in Scoiland, England, or Wales, be considered ^^M 
as an apology for such unbecoming predictions." ^^| 

" I were loath to give offence at any time," said the minstrel, ^^| 
" much more to provoke you to anger, ivhen I am in the very act ^^M 
of experiencing your hospitality. I trust, howei-er, you will remem- ^^ 
ber that 1 do not come your uninvited guest, and that if I speak to 
you of future events, I do so without having the least intention to 
add my endeavour to bring them to pass ; for, Cod knows, it is 
many years since my sincere prayer has been for peace and happi- 
ness to all men, and particularly honour and happiness to the land 
of Bowmen, in which 1 was bom, and which 1 am bound to re- 
member in my prayers beyond all other nations in the world." 

L" It is well that you do so," said the archer ; " for so you shall ' ^M 
best maintain your bounden duty to the fair land of your birth, ^^t 
which is the richest that the sun shines upon. Something, how- ^^t 
ever, I would know, if it suits with your pleasure to tell me, and ^H 
that is, whether you find any thing in these rude rhymes appearing ^H 
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to affect the safely of ihe Castle of Douglas, where wc now u 
for, m;irk me, Sir Minstrel, 1 have observed thai these moulder:^ 
paithmenls, when or by whomsoever composed, have so Cii i 
certain coincidence with the Iruih, that when such prcdioicai 
which they contain are spread abroad in the countrj-, andcr 
rumours of plots, conspiracies, and bloody wars, they are Toy ifl 
to cause the very mischances which they would be [bought aijv 
predict,' 

" It were not very cautious in me," said the minstrel, "to cfacMt 

a prophecy for my theme, which had reference to any atOct « 

this garrison ; for in such case I should, according t 

lay myself under suspicion of endeavouring to forward tihil at 

I person could more heartily regret than myself." 

I " Tate my word for it, good friend," said the archer, " that il 

' shall not be thus with thee ; for I neither will myself conceive il 

of ihee, nor report thee to Sir John de Walton as meditating hina 

against him or his garrison— nor, to speak truth, would Sir John 

de Wahon be willing to believe any one who did. He thisks 

highly, and no doubt deservedly, of thy good faiih towards ihf 

lady, and would conceive it unjust to suspect the fidcUly ol one 

who has given evidence of his willingness to meet death laths' 

than bttray the least secret of his n 

" In preserving her secret," said Bertram, " I only discharged 

the duty of a faithful servant, leaving it to her to jtidge how \ofg 

such a secret ought to be preserved ; for a faithful servant ought to 

think as litfle of the issue towards himself of the commission which 

he bears, as the hand of flock silk concerns itself with the secret of 

the letter which it secures. And, touching your question — I have 

no objections, although merely to satisfy your curiosity, to unfold 

to you that these old prophes 

wars befalling in Douglas Dale, between an haggard, or wild hawt^ 

which I take to be the cognizance of Sir John de Walton, and the 

three stars, or martlets, which is the eogniiance of the Douglas j 

and more particulars I could tell of these onslaughts, did I know 

whereabouts is a place in these woods lernied Bloody Sykcs, tbc 

scene also, as I comprehend, of slaughter and death, betwe* 

followers of the three stars and those who hold the part of tiw 

Saxon, or King of England." 

I " Such a place," replied Gilbert Creenleaf, " 1 have heard oftea 

' ' mentioned by that name among the natii-e; of these parts ; never- 

I theless it is in vain to seek to discover ilie precise spot, as these 

wily Scots conceal from us with care every thing respecting the 

^ geography of their country, as it is called by learned n 

Mnajr her? menii^n life Bloody Sykcs, BatLoinless Myie, uid other 
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places, 35 portentous names, to which their traditions atlach some 
Eignitication of war and slaughter. If ic suits your wish, however, 
we can, on our waj' to ihe church, try to find this place called 
Bloody Sykes, which I doubt not we shall trace out long before 
the traitors w!io meditate an attack upon us will find a power suffi- 
cient for the attempt." 

Accordingly the minstrel and archer, the latter of whom was by 
this time reasonably well refreshed with wine, marched out of the 
Castle of Douglas, without wailing far others of the garrison, 
resolvinfi to seek the dingle bearing the ominous name of Bloody 
Sykes, concerning which the archer only knew that by mere 
sccident he had heard of a place bearing such a name, at the 
hunting-match made under the auspices of Sir John de Wahon, 
and knew that il lay in the woods somewhere ntar the town of 
Douglas, and in the vicinage of the castle. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

HoUpur. I cannot choose ; sometimes he angers me 
With telling nie of the inoldwarp and the ant, 
Of the dreamer Merhn, and his prophecies; 
And of a dragon and a finless fish, 
A clipt-wing'd griffin and a moulten raven, 
A couching lion, and a ramping cat. 
And such a deal of skimble-skamble stuff. 
As puts me from my faith. 

Kins Henry IV. 

The conversation between the minstrel and the ancient archer 
naturally pursued a train somewhat resembling that of Hotspur 
and Glendower, in which Gilbert Greenlcaf by degrees took a 
larger share than was apparently consistent with his habits and 
education ; but the truth was, that as he exerted himself to recall 
Ihc recognizances of military chieftains, their war-cries, emblems, 
and other types by which they distinguished themselves in battle, 
and might undoubtedly be indicated in prophetic rhymes, he began 
to experience the pleasure which most men entertain when Ihey 
find themselves unexpectedly possessed of a faculty which the 
moment calls upon ihcm to employ, and renders them important 
in the possession oC The minstrel's sound good sense was cer- 
tainly somewhat surprised at the inconsistencies sometimes dis- 
played by his companion, as he was carried off by the wiUingnesi 
to make show of hii newly discovered faculty on the one hand. 
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ard, on the other, to caJl to mind the prejudices which he hajp 
nourished during his tvhole life against minstrels, who, uith the 
whole train of legends and fables, were the more likely to be false, 
as being generally derived from the " North Countrie," 

As they strolled from one g'^de of the forest to another, the 
minstrel began to be surprised at the number of Scottish votaries 
whom they met, and who seemed to be hastening to the church, 
and, as it appeared by the boughs which they carried, to assist in 
the ceremony of the day. To each of these the archer put a ques- 
tion respecting the evistence of a place called Bloody Sykes, and 
where it was to be found — but all seemed either to be ignorant on 
the subject, or desirous of evading it, for which they found some 
pretext in the jolly archer's manner of interrogation, which savoured 
a good deal of the genial breakfast. The general answer was, that 
they knew no such plnce, or had other matters to attend to upon 
the morn of a holy-tide than answering frivolous questions. At 
last, when, in one or two instances, the answer of the Scottish 
almost approached to sullenness, the minstrel remarked it, observ* 
ing that there was ever some mischief on foot when the people of 
this country could not find a civil answer to their betters, which is 
usually so ready among them, and that they appeared to be making 
a strong muster for the service of Palm Sunday. 

"You will doubtless. Sir Archer," continued the minstrel, "make 
your report to )-our knight accordingly j for 1 promise you, that if 
you do not, I myself, whose lady's freedom is also concerned, will 
feel it my duty lo place before Sir John dc Walton the circum- 
stances which make me entertain suspicion of this extraordinary 
confluence of Scottish men, and the suriiness which has replaced 
their wonted courtesy of manners." 

"Tush, Sir Minstrel," replied the ardier, displeased at Bertram^ 
interference, " believe me, that armies have ere now depended 
my report to the general, whicli has aliiays been perspicuous and 
clear, according to the duties of war. Your walk, my worthy 
friend, has been in a separate department, such as affairs of peace, 
old songs, prophecies, and the like, in which it is far from my 
thoughts to contend with you ; but credit me, it will be most for 
the reputation of both, that we do not attempt to interfere with 
what concerns each other." 

" It is far from my wish to do so," replied the minstrel ; " but I 
would wish that a speedy return should be made lo the castle, in 
order to ask Sir John de Walton's opinion of lliat which we bave 
but Just seen." 

" To this," replied Grcenleaf, " there can be no obji 
would you seek the govirnor at tlic hour which now 
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find him most readily by going to the church of Douglas, to which 
he regularly wends on occasions such as the present, with the 
principal part of his officers, to ensure, by his presence, that no 
tumult arise (of which there is no little dread) between the English 
and the Scottish. Let us therefore hold to our original intention ol 
attending the service of the day, and we shall rid ourselves of these 
entangled woods, and gain the shortest road to the Church of 
Douglas." 

" Let us go then with all despatch," said the minstrel ; " and 
with the greaCe.' haste, that it appears to me that somEihing has 
passed on this very spot this morning, which argues that the Chris- 
tian peace due to the day has not been inviolably observed. What 
mean these drops of blood?" alluding to those which had flowed 
from the wounds of Turnbull^" Wherefore is ihe earlh impressed 
with these deep dints, the footsteps of armed men advancing and 
retreating, doubtless, according to Ihe chances of a fierce and 
heady conflict?" 

" By Our Lady," relurned Greenleaf, " I must own that thou 
Beest clear. What were my eyes made of when they permitted 
thee to be the first discoverer of these signs of conflict .' Here are 
fe.ithers of a blue plume, which I ought lo remember, seeing ray 
knight assumed it, or at least permitted me to place it in hij 
helmet, this morning, in sign of returning hope, from the liveliness 
of its colour. But here it lies, shorn from his head, and, if I may 
guess, by no friendly hand. Come, friend, to the church — to Ihe 
church — and thou shall have my example of the manner in which 
De Walton ought to be supported when in danger." 

He led the way through the lown of Douglas, entering at the 
southern gate, and up the very street in which Sir Aymer de 
Valence had charged the Phantom Knight. 

We can now say more fully, that the church of Douglas had 
originally been a stalely Gothic building, whose ton-ers, arising 
high above the walls of the lown, bore witness to the grandeur of 
its original construction. It was now partly ruinous, and the small 
portion of open space which was retained for public worship was 
filled up in the family aisle, where its dece.tsed lords rested from 
worldly labours and the strife of war. From the open ground In 
the front of the building, their eye could pursue a considerable 
part of the course of the river Douglas, which approached the 
town from the south-west, bordered by a line of hills fantastically 
diversified in their appearance, and in many places covered with 
copsewood, which descended towards the valley, and formed a 
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part of the tangled and 



voodland by which the l( 



iiidcd. Ilie river itself, sweeping round the west side of the 
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town, and frDin thence northward, supplied that lar^c inundatioflH 
or artificial piece of water which we have already mentioned,'' 
Several of the Scottish people, bearing willow branches, or those of 
yew, to represent the palms which were the symbol of the day, 
seemed wandering in the churchyard as if to attend the approach 
e person of peculiar sanctity, or procession of monks and 
friars, come to render the homage due to the solenmity. At the 
lost tliat Bertram and his companion entered the 
churchyard, the Lady of Berkely, who was in tlie act of following 
Sir John de Walton into the church, after having witnessed his 
convict with the young Knight of Douglas, caught a glimpse of her 
faithful minstrel, and instantly determined to, regain the company 
of that old servant of her house and confidant of her fortunes, and 
trust to the chance afterwards of being rejoined by Sir John de 
Walton, with a sufficient party to provide for her safety, which she 
in no respect doubted it would be his care to collect. She darted 
away accordingly from the path in which she was advancing, and 
reached the place where Bertram, with his new acquaintance 
Creenleaf, were making some enquiries of the soldiets of the 
English ganison, whom the service of the day had brought there. 

Lady Augusta Berkely, in the meautime, had an opportunity lo 
say privately to her faithful attendant and guide, " Take no notice 
of me, friend Bertram, but take heed, if possible, that we be not 
again separated from each other." Having given him this hint, 
she observed that it was adopted by the minstrel, and that he 
presently afterwards looked round and set his eye upon her, as, 
muffled in her pilgrim's cloak, she slowly withdrew to another part 
of the cemetery, and seemed to halt until, detaching himself ffom 
Creenleaf, he should find an opportunity of joining her. 

Nothing, in truth, could have more sensibly affected the faithful 
minstrel than the singularmode of communication which acquainted 
him that his mistress was safe, and at liberty to choose her own 
motions, and, as he might hope, disposed to extricate herself from 
the dangers which surrounded her in Scotland, by an immediate 
retreat to her own country and domain. He would gladly have 
approached andjoined her, but she took an opportunity by a sign 
to caution him against doing so, while at the same lime he remained 
somewhat apprehensive of the consequences of bringing her under 
the notice of his new friend, Greenleaf, who might perhaps think 
it proper to busy himself so as to gain some favour with the knight 
who was at the head of the garrison. Meantime the old archer 
continued his conversation with Bertram, while the minstrel, like 
many other men similarly situated, heartily wished that his wclU 
meaning companion had been a hundred fathoms under ground, M 
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his evanishment had ^xven him license to join his mistress ; but all 
he had in his power was to approach her as near as he could, 
without creating any suspicion. 

" I would pray you, worthy minslrcl," said Crecnieaf, after look- 
ins carefully round, that we may prosecute together the iheme 
which we were agitating before we came hitlicr ; is it not your 
opinion, that the Scottish natives have fixed this very morning for 
some of those dangerous attempts which they have repeatedly 
made, and which are so carefully guarded against by llie governors 
pbced in this district of Douglas by our good King Edward, our 
nghtful sorereign?" 

" I cannot see," replied the minstrel, " on what grounds you 
found such an apprehension, or what you see here in the church- 
j-ard different from that you talked of as we approached it, when 
you held me rather in scorn, for giving way to some suspicions of 
the same kind." 

" Do you not see," added the archer, "the numbers of men, wiih 
strange faces, and in various disguise men Is, who are thronging 
about these ancient ruins, which arc usually so solitary ? Yonder, 
for example, sits i boy, who seems to shun observation, and whose 
dress, I will be sworn, has never been shaped in Scotland." 

" And if he is an English pilgrim," replied the minstrel, obsenr- 
ing that the archer pointed towards the Lady of Berkely, " he 
surely affords less matter of suspicion." 

" I know not that," said old Grecnieaf, " but I think it will be 
my duty to inform Sir John de Walton, if I can reach him, that 
there are many persons here, who in outward appearance neither 
belong to the garrison, nor to this part of the country." 

" Consider," said Bertram, "before you harass with accusation a 
I>Oor young man, and subject him to the consequences which must 
necessarily attend upon suspicions of this nature, bow many cir- 
cumstances call forth men peculiarly to devotion at this period. 
Not only is this the time of the triumphal entrance of the founder 
of the Christian rehgion into Jerusalem, but the day itself is called 
Dominica Confitentium, or the Sunday of Confessors, and the 
palm-tree, or the box and yew, which are used as its substitutes, and 
nhich are distribuled to the priests, arc burnt solemnly to ashes, 
and those ashes distributed among the pious, by the priests, upon 
the .Ash -Wednesday of the succeeding year, alt which rires and 
ceremonies in our country arc observed, by order of the Cliristian 
church ; nor ought you, gentle archer, nor can you without a crime, 
persecute those as guilty of designs upon your garrison, « ho can 
ascribe their presence hcie in il'.cir desire lo discharge the duties of 
day; and look ye at jon nuintrou* piocctsioit appioadimg 
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wiih banner and cross, and, as it appears, consisiing of some 
cliurchman of rank, and his attendants ; let us Grst enquire who he 
is, and it is probable we shall find in his name and rank sufficient 
■ y for the peaceable and orderly behaviour of those whoni 
piety has this day assembled at the church of Douglas." 

Greenleaf accordingly made the investigation recommended by 
his companion, and received information that the holy man who 
headed the procession, was no other than the diocesan of ihe 
district, the Bishop of Glasgow, who had come to give his coiinte- 
ne rites with which the day was to be sanctilied. 
The prelate accordingly entered the walls of the dilapidated 
churchyard, preceded by his cross-bearers, and attended by num' 
bers, with boughs of yew and other evergreens, used on the festivity 
instead of paims. Among them the holy father showered his 
blessing, accompanied by signs of the cross, which were met with 
devout exclamations by such of the worshippers as crowded around 
him : — To thee, reverend father, we apply for pardon for our 
otlences, which we humbly desire to confess to thee, in order that 
we may obtain pardon from heaven." 

In this manner the congregation and the dignified clergyman 
met together, exchanging pious greeting, and seemingly intent 
upon notliing but the rites of the day. The acclamations of Ihe 
congregation mingled with the deep voice of the otiRcialing priest, 
dispensing the sacred ritual ; the whole forming a scene whtcb, 
conducted with the Catholic skill and ceremonial, was at once 
■ imposing and affecting. 

The archer, on seeing the leal with which the people in ihe 
churchyard, as well as a number who issued from the church, 
hastened proudly to salute the bishop of the diocese, was lalho' 
ashanicd of the suspicions which he had entertained of the sincerity 
of the good man's purpose in coming hither. Taking advantage of 
a fit of devotion, not perhaps very common with old Greenleaf, who 
at this moment thrust himself forward to share in those spiritual 
advantages which the prelate was dispensing, Bertram slipped 
clear of his English friend, and, gliding to the side of the Lady 
Augusta, exchanged, by the pressure of the hand, a mutual con- 
gratulation upon having rejoined company. On a sign by the 
minstrel, Ihcy withdrew to the inside of the church, so as to remain 
unobserved amidst the crowd, in which they were favoured by the 
dark shadows of some parts of the building. 

Tlie body of the church, broken as it uas, and hung round with the 
amlorial trophies of the last Lords of Douglas, furnished rather tbe 
appearance of a sacrilegiously desecrated nijn, than the inside of « 
holy place; yet some care appeared to have bei:n taken to pre ^~ 
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ft for the scnicc of the day. At the lower end liung the __great 
escuicheon of William Lord of Douglas, who had lately died a 
prisoner in England ; around that escutcheon were placed the 
smaller shields of his sixteen ancestors, and a deep black shadow 
was diffused by the whole mass, unless where relieved by the 
glance of the coronets, or the glimmer of bearings particularly gay 
in cmblaionry. I need not say that in other respects the interior 
of the church was much dismantled, it being the very same place 
in which Sir Aymer de Valence held an interview with the old 
■exton ; and who now, drawing into a separate corner some of the 
straggling parties whom he had collected, and brought to the 
church, kept on the alert, and appeared ready for an attack as well 
at mid-day as at the witching hour of midnight. This was the 
more necessary, as the eye of Sir John dc Walton seemed busied 
in searching from one place to another, as if unable to find the 
object he was in quest of, which the reader will easily understand 
to be the Lady Augusta dc Dcrkely, of whom he had lost sight in 
the pressure of the multilude. At the eastern part of the church 
was fitted up a temporary altar, by the side of nhich, arrayed in 
his robes, the Bishop of Glasgow had t;kUen his place, with such 
priests and attendants as composed his episcopal retinue. His 
suite was neither numerous nor richly altircd, nor did his own 
appearance present a splendid specimen of the wealth and dignity 
of the episcopal order. When he laid down, however, his golden 
cross, at the stem command of the King of England, that of simple 
wood, which he assumed instead thereof, did not possess less 
authority, nor command less awe among the clergy and people of 
the diocese. 

The various persons, natives of Scotland, now gathered around, 
■eemed to watch his motions, as those a' a descended saint, and 
tfae English wailed in mute astonishment, apprehensive that at 
some unexpected signal an attack would be made upon them, 
either by the powers of earth or heaven, or perhaps by both in 
combination. The truth is, that so great was the devotion of the 
Scottish clergy of the higher ranks to the interests of the party of 
Bruce, that the English had become jealous of permitting them to 
interfere even with those ceremonies of the church which were 
placed under their proper management, and thence the presence of 
the Bishop of Glasgow, officiating at a high festival in the church 
of Douglas, was a circuroslanee of rare occurrence, and not unat- 
tended both with wonder and suspicion. A council of the church, 
however, had lately called the distinguished prelates of Scotland to 
the discharge of their duty on the festivity of Palm Sunday, b 
Bcithcr English nor Scottish saw the ceremony with indilTctcucb 
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An unwonted silence which prevailed in the church, filled, u tfr 
appeared, wiih persons of dilTerent views, hopes, wishes, and ex- 
peciaiions, reeeinbled one of those solemn pauses which olten 
take place before a strife of the elements, and are well understood 
to be the forerunners of some dreadful concussion of nature. All 
animals, according to their various nature, express their sense of 
the approaching tempest ; the cattle, the dfer, and other inhabi- 
tants of the walks of the forest, withdraw lo the inmost recesses of 
their pastures ; the sheep crowd into their fold ; and the dull 
stupor of universal nature, whether animate or inanimate, presages 
its speedily awaking into general convulsion and disturbance, when 
the lurid lightning shall hiss at command of the diapason of the 
thunder. 

It was thus that, in deep suspense, those who had come to the 
church in arms at the summons of Douglas, awaited and expecied 
every moment a signal lo attack ; while the soldiers of the English 
garrison, aware of tlie evil disposition of the natives towards them, 
were reckoning every moment when the well-known shout of 
" Bows and bills '■ " should give signal for a general conflict, and 
both parties, gazing fiercely upon each other, seemed to expect the 
fatal onset. 

Notwithstanding the tempest, which appeared every moment 
ready to burst, the Eislinp of Glasgow proceeded with the utmost 
solemnity to perform the ceremonies proper to the day ; he paused 
from time to lime to survey the throng, as if to calculate whether 
the turbulent passions of those nroitnd him would be so long Lept 
under as to admit of his duties being brought to a close in a. 
manner becoming the lime and place. 

The prelate had jiist concluded the service, when a person ad- 
vanced towards liim with a solemn and mournful aspect, and asked 
if the reverend father could devote a few moments to administei 
comfort to a dying man who was lying wounded close by. 

The churchman signified a ready acquiescence, amidst a still- 
ness which, when he surveyed the lowering brows of one party 
at lenst of those who W'cre in the church, boded no peaceable ler- 
1 to this fated da;^. The father motioned to the mcssen- 
) show hini the way, and proceeded on his mission, attended 
imc of those w.io were understood to be followers of the 
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There was something peculiarly striking, if not suspicious, in the 
interview which followed. In a subterranean vault was deposJied 
the person of a large tall man, whose blood flowed copiously 
through two or three phastly wounds, and sire.imed amongst \\it 
tiusics of straw on which he lay; while his features exhibited ft 
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mlTture of sternness and ferocity, which seemed prompt to kindle 
Into a still more savage expression. 

The reader will probably conjeciure that the person in question 
was no other than Michael Tiimbull, who, wounded in the ren- 
counter of the morning, had been left by some of his friends upon 
the straw, which was arranged for him by way of couch, to live 
or die as he best could. The prelne, on entering the vault, lost no 
time in calling the attention of the wounded man to ihe state of 
Lis spiritual affairs, and assisting him to such cmfort as the doc- 
trine of the church directed should be administered to departing 
sinners. The words exchanged between them were of that grave 
and severe character which passes between the ghostly father and 
his pupil, when one world is roiling away from the view of the 
sinner, and another is displaying itself in all its terrors, and thun- 
dering in the ear of the penitent that retribution which the deeds 
done in the flesh must needs prepare him to expect This is one 
of Ihe most solemn meetings which can lake place betHeen earthly 
beings ; and the courageous character of the Jedwood forester, as 
well as the benevolent and pious expression of the old churchman, 
considerably enhanced the pathos of the scene, 

" Turnbull," said the churchman, "I trust you will believe me 

when 1 say, that it grieves my heart to see thee brought to this 

situation by wounds which, it is my duty to tcU you, you must con- 

sider mortal." 

^L " Is the chase ended then ?" said the Jedwood man with a sigh. 

^B| * I care not, good father, for I think I have borne me as becomes S 

^V gallant quarry, and that the old forest has lost no credit by m<^ 

^B whether in pursuit, or in bringing to bay; and even in this last 

^B jnaller, meihinks this gay English knight would not have come off 

^H with such advantage had the ground on which we stood been alike 

^^ indifferent to both, or had I been av.-are of his onset ; but it wilt be 

^K Ken, by any one who takes the trouble to examine, that poor 

^B Uichael TurnbuU's foot slipped twice in the mlUe, otherwise it had 

^Kaot been his fate to be lying here in the dead-thraw ;* while 

^^ yonder southron would probably have died Ukc a dog, upon this 

bloody straw, in his place." 

The bishop replied, advising his penitent to turn from vindictive 
thoughts respecting the death of ollirrs, and endeavour to fix his 
attention upon his own departure from existence, which seemed 
shortly about to take place. 

"Nay," replied the wounded man, "you, father, undoubtedly 

know best what is fit for me 10 do ; yet meihinks it would not b« 

very well with me, if I had prolonged to this time of day the task 

I «[ revising my hfe, and I am not tlic man to dcuy that mine 
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been a bloody and a desperate one But joa vtH gnslicel 
never bore malice, to a brave enemy for having done mt m infST, 
and show me the man, being a Scotchman bocOi and lu'i'ii 
natuiai love for his o.wn country, who bath not, in ibese una. 
raiher preftrred a sieel cap to a hat and feather, or "ho hitii c 
been more conversant with drawn blades than wiih prajtr-boM; 
and you yourself kno«fc father, whether, in our proceedings a^i^ 
the English interest, we have not uniformly had the eounlccint 
of the sincere fathers of the Scottish Church, and whether nelu" 
not been exhorted to lake arms and make use of ihem to li* 
honour of the King of Scotland, and the defence of out oO 
lights." 

" Undoubtedly,"' said the prelate, " such have been ocr t-Cxt* 
tions towards our oppressed countrymen, nor do I now leacb jn«* 
dlflercnl doctrine ; nevertheless, having now blood around mt.ni 
a dying man before me, I have need to pray that I haw nctbf 
misled from the true path, and thus become ihe means of* 
directing others. May Heaven forjive me if I hare done so, iii 
1 have only to plead my sincere and honest intention in exeuMto 
the erroneous counsel which 1 may have given to you and Mbm 
touching these wars. I am conscious that encouraging you w li> 
stain your swords in blood, 1 have departed in some degree ftVBi 
the character of my profession, which enjoins that we neither sixi 
blood, nor are the occasion of its being shed. May Heartt 
enable us to obey our duties, and to repent of our errors, espedii^ 
such as have occasioned the death or distress of otir feBo»- 
And, above all, may this dying Christian befonK 
e of his errors, and repent with sincerity of having done U 
others that which he would not wilhngly have suffered at their 
hand I " 

"For that mailer,' answered Tumbull, "the time has never 
been when I would not exchange a blow with the best man who 
ever lived ; and if I was not in const^inc practice of the swnrd, it 
was because I have been brought op to the use of Ihe Jcdwood- 
axe, which the English call a partisan, and which makes tittle dif- 
ference, 1 understand, from_the sword and poniard." 

"The distinction is not great," said the bishop; "buti fe3r,tnj 
friend, that life taken with what jou call a Jedwood-ase, gives yoo 
no privilege over him who commits the same deed, <uid inflicts the 
»ame injury, with any other weapon." 

" Nay, worthy father," said the penitent, " I must own thai the 

"'l of the weapons is the same, as far as concerns the man who 
i but I would pray of you information, why a Jedwood man 
'In use, as is the custom of bis countXT, s Jedwood-azc; 
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being', as is implied in the name, the oCTcnsivc weapon proper to 
his country?" 

" The crime of murder," said the bishop, " consists not in the 
weapon with whicli the crime is inilicted, but in the pain which the 
murderer inflicts upon his fellow- creature, and the breach of good 
order which he introduces into heaven's lovely and peaceable 
creation ; and it is by turning, your repentance upon this crime 
thai you may fairly expect to propitiate Heaven for your otTences, 
and at the same time to escape the consequences which are de- 
nounced in Holy Writ against iliose by whom man's blood shall be 
shed." 

" Bui, good father," said the wounded man, " you know as well 
as any one, that in this company, and in this very church, ihero 
arc upon the watch scores of both Scotchmen and Englishmen, 
who come here not so much to discharge the religious duty of the 
day, as literally to bereave each other of their lives, and give a new 
example of the horror of those feuds which the two extremities of 
Britain nourish against each other. What conduct, then, is a poor 
man like me to hold ? Am I not to raise this hand against the 
English, which melhinks 1 still can make a tolerably efficient one 
— or am I, for the first lime in my life, to hear the war-cry when it 
is raised, and hold back my sword from the slaughter? Melhinks 
it will be difficult, perhaps altogether impossible, for me lo do so j 
but if such is the pleasure of Heaven, and your advice, most reve- 
rend father, unquestionably I must do my best to be governed ty 
your direcltons, as of one who has a right and title to direct ut 
in every dilemma, or cas^ as they term it, of troubled con- 

''Unquestionably," said the bishop, "it is my duty, as I have 
already said, to give no occasion this day for the shedding of blood, 
or the breach of peace ; and I must charge you, as my penitent, 
that upon your soul's safety, you do not minister any occasion to 
«(iray or bloodshed, either by maintaining such in your own person, 
or inciting others to the same ; for by following a different course 
of advice, I am certain that you, as well as myself, would act sin- 
fully and out of chaivicter." 

■' So I will endeavour to think, reverend father," answered the 
Iiuntsman ; " nevertheless, I hope it will be remembered In my 
bvour that I am the first person bearing the surname of Tumbull, 
together with the proper name of the Prince of Archangels himself, 
who has at any lime been able to sustain the affront occasioned by 
the presence of a southron with a drawn sword, and was not 
thereby provoked to pluck forth bis own weapon, and to lay about 
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"Take care, my son," returned the Prelate of Glasgow, "and 
obsen-e, that even now thou art departing from those resolutions 
which, but a few minutes since, thou didst adopt upon serious ajid 
just consi.ieia,tion ; wherefore do not be, O ray son ! like the sow 
that has wallowed in the mire, and, having been washed, repeats 
itsaelof pollution, and becomes again yet fouler than it was before.' 

"Well, reverend father," replied the wounded man, "although it 
seems almost unnatural for Scottish men and English to meet and 
part without a buffet, yet I wjil endeavour most faithfully not to 
any occasion of strife, nor, if possible, to snatch at any 
such occasion as shall be ministered to me." 

" In doing so," returned the bishop, "■ thou wilt best alone for the 
injury which thou hast done to the law of Heaven upon former 
occasions, and ihou shalt prevent the causes for strife betwixt thee 
and thy brethren of the southern land, and shalt eschew the temp- 
tation towards that blood-guiltiness which is so rife in this our day 
and generation. And do not think that I am imposing upon thee, 
by these admonitions, a duty more difficult than it is in thy cove- 
nant to bear, as a man and as a Christian. 1 myscU" am a man, 
and a Scotchman, and, as such, I feel offended at the unjust con- 
duct of the English towards our country and sovereign ; and 
thinking as you do yourself, I know what you must suffer when you 
are obliged to submit to national insults, unreialiated and un- 
revenged. But let us not conceive ourselves the agents of that 
letributive vengeance which Heaven has, in a peculiar degree, 
declared to be its own attribute. Let us, while we see and feel the 
injuries inflicted on our own country, not forget that our own raids, 
ambuscades, and surprisals, have been at least equally fatal to the 
English as their attacks and forays have been to us ; and, in short, 
let the mutual injuries of the crosses of Saint Andrew and of Saint 
George be no longer considered as hostile to the inhabitants of the 
opposite district, at least during the festivals of religion ; but as 
they are mutually signs of redemption, kt them be, in like manner, 
intimations of forbearance and peace on both sides." 

"I am contented," answered TumbuU, "to abstain from aH 
offences towards other;, and shall even endeavour to keep myself 
from resenting those of others towards me, in the hope of bringing 
to pass such a quiet and godly state of things as your words, re- 
verend father, induce me to expect." Turning his face to the wall, 
the Borderer lay in stern expectation of approaching death, wbicll 
the bishop left him to contemplate. 

The peaceful disposition which the prelate had inspired inio 
Michael Turnbull, had In some degree diffused itself among those 
present, who heard with awe the spiritual admonition to suspend 
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the ralional antipalhy, and remain in truce and amity with each 
other. Heaven had, however, decreed that (he national quarrel, in 
wliLch 50 much blood had been sacrificed, should that day again 
be the occasion af deadly strife, 

A laud flourish of trumpets, seeming to proceed from beneath 
the earth, now rung through the church, and roused the attention 
of the soldiers and worshippers then assembled. Most of those 
who heard these warlike soMnJs betook themselves to their 
weapons, as if they considered it useless to wait any longer for the 
signal of conflict Hoarse voices, rude exclamations, the rattle of 
swords against their shealhs, or their clashing against other pieces 
of armour, gave an awful presage of an onset, which, however, was 
for a time averted by the exhortations of the bishop. A second 
flourish of trumpets having taken place, the voice of a. herald 
made proclamation to the following purpose :^ 

"That whereas there were many noble pursuivants of chivalry 
presently assembled in the Kirk of Douglas, and whereas there 
existed among them the usual causes of quarrel and points of 
debate for their advancement in chivalry, therefore the Scottish 
knights were ready to hght any number of the English who might 
be agreed, either upon the superior beauty of their ladies, or upon 
the national quarrel in any of its branches, or upon whatsoever 
point might be at issue between them, wliich should be deemed 
satisfactory ground of quarrel by both ; and the knights who should 
chance to be worsted in such dispute should renounce the prosecu- 
tion thereof, or the bearing arms therein thereafter, with such other 
conditions to ensue upon their defeat as might be agreed upon hy 
a council of the knigh'.s present at the Kirk of Douglas aforesaid. 
But foremost of all, any number of Scottish knights, from one to 
twenty, will defend the quarrel which has already drawn blood, 
touching the freedom of Lady Augusta de Berkely, and the ren- 
dition of Douglas Castle to the owner here present. Wherefore it 
b required that the English knights do intimate their consent that 
such trial of valour take place, which, according to the rules of 
chivalry, they cannot refuse, without losing utterly the reputation 
of valour, and incurring the diminution of such other degree of 
estimation as a courageous pursuivant of arms would willingly be 
held in, both by the good knights of his own country, and those of 

This unexpected gage of battle realized the worst fears of those 
who had looked with suspicion on the extraordinary assemblage 
tliis day of the dependants of the House of Douglas. After a short 
pause, the irumpets again flourished lustily, when the reply of the 
English knights was made in the following terms : — 
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" That Cod forbid the righls and prhileges of England's knights, 
and the beauty of her damsels, should not be asserted by her 
children, or that such English knights as were here assembled, 
should show the least backwardness to accept the combat offered, 
wliether grounded upon the superior beauty of their ladies, or 
whether upon the causes of dispute between the countries, for . 
either or all uf which the knights of England here present were 
willing to do battle in the terms of the indcnt^ire aforesaid, while 
sword and lance shall endure. Saving and excepting Ihe surrender 
of the Castle of Douglas, which can be rendered to no one bul 
England's king, or those acting under his orders." 



CHAPTER XX. 

Cry the wild war-note, let ihe champions pass, 

Do bravely each, and God defend the right ; 

Upon Saint Andrew thrice can they thus cry, 

And thrice they shout on height. 

And then marked them on the Englishmen, 

As I have told you right 

Saint George the bright, our ladies' knight. 

To name they were full fain ; 

Our Englishmen they cried on height. 

And thrice they shout again. 

Old Ballad. 
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The extraordinary crisis mentioaed in the preceding chapter, 
was the cause, as may be supposed, of the leaders on both sides 
now throwing aside all concealment, and displaying their utmost 
strength, by marshaUing their respective adherents ; the renowned 
Knight of Douglas, with Sir Malcolm Fleming and other dis- 
tinguished cavaliers, were seen In close consultation. 

Sir John de Walton, startled by the first flourish of trumpet^ 
»hile anxiously endeavouring to secure a retreat for the Lady 
Augusta, was in a moment seen collecting his followers, in which 
he was assisted by the active friendship of the Knight of Valence. 

The Lady of IJcrkely showed no craven spirit at these w^arlike 
preparations; she advanced, closely followed by the faltliful 
Bertram, and a female in a riding-hood, whose face, though care- 
fully concealed, was no other than that of the unfortunate Margaret 
de HaiiUieu, whose worst fears had been reaUied as to the faithless- 
ness of her betrothed knight. 

A pause ensued, which for Borne time no one present thouj 
himself of authority sufticient to break. 
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At last the Knight of Douglas stepped Torwanl and said, loudly, ^H 
" I wait to know whether Sir John de Walton te<jue«s leave of 
James of Douglas, to evacuate his castle without funher wasting 
that daylight which might show us to judge a fair 6dd, and whuUicr 

he craves Douglas's prolcction in doins so ? " 

The Knight of Walton drew his sword, " 1 liold the Castle of 
Douglas," he said, " iii spite of all deadly, — and never will I aslc 
the piotection from any one wiiich my own sword is competent to 
afford me ! ° 

" I stand by you. Sir John," said Aymer dc Valence, " at your 
true comrade, against whatever odds may oppose ihemtclvcsio us." 

" Courage, noble Enghsh," said the voice of Greenlcaf; "take 
your weapons, in Cod's name. Bows and bills I bows and bills !— 
A messenger brings us notice that Pembroke is in full march 
hither from the borders of Ayrshire, and will be with us in half an 
hour. Fight on, gallant English ! Valence to the rescue ! and 
long life to the gallant Earl of Pembroke ! " 

Those English wiiliin and around the church no longer delayed 
to take arms, and De Walton, crying out at the height of his voice, 
" I implore the Douglas to look nearly to the safely of the ladies," 
fought his way to the church door ; the Scottish finding themselves 
unable to resist the impression of terror which afTected ihem at the 
sight of this renowed knighl, seconded by his brother- in-arms, both 
of whom had been so long the terror of the district. In the mean- 
time, it is possible that De Walton might altogether have forced 
his way out of the church, had he not been met boldly by the young 
son of Thomas Dickson of Haiclsido, whde his father was receiving 
from Douglas the charge of preserving the stranger ladies from all ^h 

harm from the fight, which, so long suspended, was now on the ^^M 
point of taking place. ^^M 

De Walton cast his eye upon the Lady Augusta, with a desire of ^| 
rushing lo the rescue ; but was forced to conclude, that he provided 
best for her safety by leaving her under the protection of Uouirlas's 
honour. 

Young Dickson, in the meaniime, heaped blow on blow, second- 

ing with ail his juvenile courage every effort he could make, in order ^^M 
to aiiain the priie due to the conqueror of the renouned Dc Walton. ^^H 

" Silly boy," at length said ^ir John, who had for some lime for- ^^| 
borne the stripling, " take, then, ihy death from a noble hand, tinco ^^5 
tliou preferrest that to peace and length of days." -^ k 

" I care not," said the Scottish youth, with his dying br«adt£jH^^^^| 

have lived long enough, since I have kept you so long in (hra^^^^^H 

^K where you now stand," -^^^^^^^H 

^^ And the youth said truly, for as he fell never a£ain (o rl ^^| 



I 



n to a less gross taunt, hangs 
rd was in his hand, and even 
a felt difficulty in discovering' 
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Douglas stood in his place, and wiihout a word spoken, again 
engaged with Dc Walton in the same formidable single combat, by 
which they had already been distinguished, but with even addition^U 
fury. Aymer de Valence drew up to his friend De Walton's left 
hand, and seemed but to desire the apology of one of Douglas's 
people attempting to second him, to join in the fray ; but as he 
saw no person who seemed disposed to give him such opportunity, 
be repressed the inclination, and remained an unwilhng spectator. 
At length it seemed as if Fleming, who stood foremost among the 
Scottish knights, was desirous to measure his sword with De 
Valence. Aymer himself, burning with the desire of combat, 
at last called out, " Faithless Knight of Boghall 1 step forth 
and defend yourself against the imputation of having deserted 
your bdy Icn'e, and of being a manswom disgrace lo the rolls of 
Chivalry !" 

" My answer," said Fleming, " evi 
by my side," In an instant his swc 
the practised warriors who looked o 

the progress of the strife, which rather resembled a thunder 
in a mountainous country than the stroke and parry of two swords, 
offending on the one side, and keeping ihe defensive oa the 
Other. 

Their blows were exchanged with surprising rapidity; and 
ahhough the two combatants did not equal Douglas and De 
Walton in maintaining a certain de^ee of reserve, founded upon i. 
respect which these knights mutually entertained for each other, yet 
the want of art was supplied by a degree of fury, which gave chance 
at least an equal share in the issue. 

Seeing their superiors thus desperately engaged, the partisans, 24 
they were accustomed, stood still on either side, and looked on with 
the reverence which they instinctively paid to their commanders 
and leadeis in arms. Une or two of the women were in Ihe mean- 
nhile attracted, according to the nature of the sex, by compassion 
for those who had already experienced the casualties of war. 
Young Dickson, breathing his last among the feet of the combatants,* 
was in sojie sort rescued from the tumult by the Lady of Bcrkcly, 
in whom the action seemed less strange, owing to the pilgrim's 
dress which she still retained, and who in vain endeavoured to 
solicit the attention of the boy's father to the task in which she wax 
engaged, 

" Cumber yourself not, lady, about that which is bootless," said 
old Dickson, " and distract not your own attention and mine from 
preserving you, whom it is the Douglas's wish to rescue, and wbotn 
so please God and Saint Cride, I consider as placed by i 
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chiefkain under my charge. Believe me, this youth's death is ia 
DO way forgoitcn, though this be not the time to remember it, A 
time will come for recollection, and an hour for revenge." 

So said the stem old man, reverting his eyes from the bloody 
corpse which lay at his feet, a model of beauty and strength. 
Having taken one more anxious look, he turned round, and placed 
himself where he could best protect the Lady of Berkcly,not again 
turning his eyes on his son's body. 

In ibe interim the combat continued, without the least cessation 
on either side, and without a decided advantage. At kngth, 
however, fate seemed disposed to interfere ; the Knight of Fleming, 
pushing fiercely forward, and brought by chance almost close to the 
person of the Lady Margaret de Hautlieu, missed his blow, and his 
foot sliding in the blood of the young victim, Dickson, he fell before 
bis antagonist, and was in imminent danger of being at his mercy, 
when Margaret de Hautlieu, who inherited the soul of a warrior, 
and, besides, was a very strong, as well as an undaunted person, 
seeing a mace of no great weight lying on the floor, where it had 
been dropt by the fallen Dickson, it, at the same instant, caught 
her eye, armed her hand, and intercepted, or struck down the sword 
of Sir Aymer de Valence, who would otherwise have remained the 
master of the day at that interesting moment Fleming bad more 
to do to avail himself of an unexpected chance of recovery, than to 
make a commentary upon the manner in which it had been so 
singularly brought about ; he instantly recovered the advantage he 
had lost, and was able In the ensuing close to trip up the feet of his 
antagonist, who fell on the pavement, while the voice of his 
conqueror, if he could properly be termed such, resounded throush 
the church with the fatal words, "Yield thee, Aymer de Valence — ■ 
rescue or no rescue — yield thee ! — yield thee ! " he added, as he 
pbced his swoid to the throat of the fallen knight, "not to me, but 
to this noble lady— rescue or no rescue." 

With a heavy heart the English knight perceived that he had 
£airly lost so favourable an opportunity of acquiring fame, and was 
obliged to submit to his destiny, or be slain upon the spot. There 
was only one consolation, that no battle was ever more Iionouiably 
sustained, being gained as much by accident as by valour. 

The fate of the protracted and desperate combat between Doug- 
las and De Walton did not much longer remain in suspense ; 
indeed, the number of conquests in single combat achieved by the 
Douglas in these wars, was so great, as to make it doubtful wlir"' 
he was not, in personal strength and skill, even a supeW 
Bruce himself, and he was at least acknowledged at 
in the art of war. 
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So hoivever it was, that when three quarters of an hour 
p[is<ied in hard contesr, Uougtas and De Walton, whose ne 
nerc not actually of iron, began to show some signs that thtir 
human bodies were feeling the eiTert of the dreadful exertion. 
Their blows began to be drawn more slowly, and were parried with 
less celetiiy, Douglas, seeing that the combat must soon come to 
an end, generously made a slgaal, intimating to his antagonist to 
hold his hand for an instanL 

" Brave de Walton," he said, "there is no mortal quarrel between 
us, and you must be sensible that in this passage of arms, Douglas, 
tbouyh he is only worth his sword and his cloak, has abstained 
from taking a decisive advantage when the chance of arms has 
more than once offered iL My father's house, the broad domains 

}uLid it, the dwelling, and the graves of my ancestors, fonn a, 
reasonable reward for a knight to Aght for, and call upon me in an 
imperative \'oice to prosecute the strife which has such an object, 
while you are as welcome to the noble lady, in all honour and 
safety, as if you had received her from the hands of King Edward 
himself ; and 1 give you my word, that the utmost honours which 
can attend a prisoner, and a careful absence of every thing like 
injury or insult, shall attend De Walton when he yields up the 
castle, as well as his sword, to James of Douglas." 

" It is the fate to which 1 am perhaps doomed," replied Sir John 
de Walton ; "but never will I voluntarily embrace it, and never 
shall it be said that my own tongue, saving in the last extremity, 
pronounced upon me the fatal sentence to sink the point of my own 
sHord. Pembroke is upon Ihe march with his whole army, to 
rescue the garrison of DongLts. I hear the tramp of hts horse's 
feet even now ; and 1 will maintain my ground while I am within 
reach of support ; nor do 1 fear that the breath which now begins 
to fail will not last long enough to uphold the struggle till the 
arrival of the expected succour. Come on, then, and treat me not 
as a child, but as one who, whether I stand or fall, fears not 10 
encounter iHc utmost force of iny knightly antagonist." 

" So be it then," said Douglas, a darksome hue, like the luri^ 
colour of the thunder-cloud, changing his brow as he spoke, inlk 
mating that he meditated a speedy end to the contest, when, just as 
the noise of horses' feet drew nigh, a Welsh knight, known as such 
by the diminutive size of his steed, his nahed limbs, and bis 
bloody spear, called out loudly to the combatants to hold thdr 

" is Pembroke near ? " said De Walton. 
"No nearer than Loudon Hill," said the Prestantia ; 
bring his commands to John dc Walton," 
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" I stand ready to obey them throush every danger, 
the knigh^ 

"Woe is me," said the Welshman, "that my mouth should biing 
to the ears of so brave a man tidings so unvveicome ! The Eurl of 
Pembroke yesterday received information that the Cattle of Doug- 
las was attacked by the son of the deceased Eart, and the whole 
inhabitants of the district. Pembroke, on hearing this, resolved to 
march to. your support, noble knight, with alt the forces he had at 
his disposal. He did so, and accordingly entertained every assur- 
ance of relieving the castle, when unexpectedly he met, on Loudon 
Hill, a body of men of no very inferior force to his own, and 
having at their head that famous Bruce whom the Scottish rebels 
acknowledge as their king. He marched instantly to the attack, 
swearing he would not even draw a comb through his greybeard 
until he had rid England of this recurring plague. But the f;ite of 
war was against us.'' 

He stopt here for lack of breath. 

" I thought so ! "' exclaimed Douglas. " Robert Bruce will now 
sleep at night, since he has paid home Pembroke for the slaughter 
of his friends and the dispersion of his army at Mcihuen Wood. 
His men are, indeed, accustomed to meet with dangers, and to 
conquer them; those who follow him have been trained under 
Wallace, besides being partakers of the perils of Bruce himself, 
II was thought that the waves had swalloH-ed them when they 
shipped themselves from the west ; but know, that the Bruce was 
determined with the present reviving spring to awaken his prcteit* 
sions, and that he retires not from Scotland again while he lives, 
and while a single lord remains to set his foot by his sovereign, in 
spite of all the power which has been so feloniously employed 
against him.'' 

" It is even too true," said the Welshman Meredith. " ahhough 
it is said by a proud Scotchman. — The Earl of Pembroke, com- 
pletely defeated, is unable to stir from Ayr, towards which he has 
retreated with great loss ; and he sends his instructions to Sir John 
de Walton, to make the best terms he can for the surrender of the 
Castle of Douglas, and trust nothing to his support." 

The Scottish, who heard tiiis unexpected news, joined in a shout 
BO loud and energetic, that the ruins of the ancient church seemed 
actually to rock, and threaten to fall on the heads of those n 
were crowded within it. 

The btow of De Walton was overclouded at the news of Pen^ 
brokc's defeat, although in some respects it placed him at '■' 
to take measures for the safety of the Lady of Berkely. 
not, however, claiin the same bonoiuable tenns which 
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of the battle of Loudon 



r 

^H otTcred to him by Douglas before the ni 

^1 Hill had arrived. 

^B "Noble knight," he said, "it is entirely at your pleasure to dic- 

^H tate the terms of surrender of your paternal castle ; nor have I a 

^H right to claim from you those conditions which, a. little while since, 

^1 your generosity put in my offer. But I submit to my fate ; and 

^M upon whatever terms you think fit to grant me, I must be content 

^H to offer Id surrender to you the weapon, of which 1 now put the 

^H point in the earth, in evidence that I will never more direct it 

^M against you until a fair ransom shall place it once more at my own 

^B disposal." 

^1 " God forbid," answered the noble James of Douglas, " that I 

^H should take such advantage of the bravest knight out of not a lev 

^M who have found me work in battle 1 I will take example from the 

^m Knight of Fleming, who has gallantly bestowed his captive ia 

^P guerdon upon a noble damsel here present ; and in like manner I 

^ transfer my claim upon Ihc person of the redoubLed Knight of 

Walton, to the high and noble Lady Augusta Berkely, who, 1 hope, 

will not scorn to accept from the Douglas a gift which the chance 

of war has thrown into his hands." 

Sir John de Walton, on hearing this unexpected -decision, 
looked up like the traveller who discovers the beams of the sun 
breaking through and dispersing the tempest which has accom- 
panied him for a whole morning. The Lady of Derkcly recol- 
lected what became her rank, and showed her sense of the 
Douglas's chivalry. Hastily wiping off the tears which had un- 
willingly flowed to her eyes, while her lover's safety and her own 
were resting on tlie precarious issue of a desperate combat, she 
assumed the look proper to a heroine of that age, who did not 
feel averse to accept the importance which was conceded to her 
by the general voice of the chivalry of the period. Stepping for- 
ward, bepjing her person gracefully, yet modestly, in the attittids 
of a lady accustomed to be looked to in difficulties like the 
present, she addressed the audience in a tone which might not 
have misbecome the Goddess of Battle dispersing bcr influence 
at the close of a field covered with the dead and the dying. 

" The noble Douglas," she said, " shall not pass without a prue 
from the field which he has so nobly won. This rich siting of 
brilliants, which my ancestor won from the Sultan of Trebisond, 
itself a priie of battle, will be honoured by sustaining, under the 
Douglas's armour, a lock of hair of the fortunate lady whom the 
victorious lord has adopted for his guide in chivalry ; and if the 
Douglas, till he shall adorn it with that lock, will permit the honoured 
lock of hair which it now bears to retain its station, she on whoM 
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head it grew will hold it as a signal that poor Augusta de Berkcly 
is pardoned for having gaged any mortal man in strife witli the 
Knight of Douglas." 

" Woman's love," replied the Douglas, " shall not divorce this 
locket from my bosom, which I will keep till the last day of my 
life, ns emblematic of female worth and female virtue. And, not to 
encroach upon the valued and honoured province of Sir John de 
Walton, be it known to all men, that whoever shall say that the 
Lady Augusta of Berkely has, in this entangled matter, acted other- 
wise than becomes the noblest of her sex, he will do well to be 
ready to maintain fuch a proposition with his lance, against James 
of Douglas, in a fair field." 

This speech was heard with approbaiion on all sides ; and the 
news brought by Meredith of the defeat of the Earl of Pembroke, 
and his subsequent retreat, reconciled the fiercest of the Engl'sh 
soldiers to the surrender of Douglas Castle. The necessary con- 
ditions were speedily agreed on, which put the Scottish in pos- 
session of this stronghold, together wi'h the stores, boih of arms 
and ammunition, of every kind, which it contained. The gar- 
rison had it to boast, that they obtained a free passage, with 
their horses and arms, to return by the shortest and safest route to 
the marches of England, without either suffering or inflicting 
damage. 

Margaret of Hautlicu was not behind in acting a generous part; 
the gallant Knight of Valence was allowed to accompany his 
friend De Walton and the Lady Augusta to England, and without 
ransom. 

The venerable prelate of Glasgow, seeing what appeared at one 
time likely 10 end in a general conflict, tcrmin.ite so auspiciously 
for his country, contented himself with bestowing his blessing on 
the assembled multitude, and retiring with those who came to assist 
in the service of the day. 

This surrender of Douglas Castle upon the P.-iIm Sunday of igth 
March 1306-7, was the beginning of a career of conquest which 
was uninteirupted, in which the gre.itcr part of the strengths and 
forircssca of Scotland were yielded to those who asserted the liberty 
of their country, until the crowning mercy was gained in the cele- 
brated field of li.-iniiockbum, where the English sustained a defeat 
more disastrous than is mentioned upon any other occasion in their 

Little need be said of the fate of the persons of this story. _ 

Edward was greatly enraged at Sir John de Walton for havii^ 
•urrendc-ed the Castle of Douglas, securing at the same i* '~~' 
own oljject, the envied hand of tlie heiress of Ucikciy. The 
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to whom h? referred ihe matter as a subje 
nhelcss as ihcir opinion ihat De W.ilic 
sure, having discharged his duty in its fulle- 
maniis of his superior officer obliged h 
Dangerous Castle. 

A singular renewal of intercourse took place, many months after- 
wards, between Margaret of Hauilicu and her lover. Sir Malcolm 
Fleming. The use which the lady made of her freedom, and of ihe 
doom of the Scottish Parhament, which pat lier in possession of 
her father's inlteiilance, was to follow her adventurous spirit through 
dangers not usually encountered by those of tier sex ; and the Lady 
of Hauilieu was not only a daring follower of the chase, but it was 
said that she was even not daunted in the battle-Geid She re* 
mained faithful to the political principles which she bad adopted 
at an early period ; and it seemed as if she had formed the gallant 
resolution of shaking the god Cupid from her horse's mane, if not 
treading him beneath her horse's feet. 

The Fleming, although he had vanished from the neighbourhood 
of the counties of Lanark and Ayr, made an attempt to state his 
apology to the Lady de Hautlieu herself, who returned his letter un- 
opened, and remained to all appearance resolved never again lo enter 
tipon the topic of their original engagement. It chanced, however, 
at a later period of the vrar with England, while Fleming was one 
night travelling upon Ihe Border, after the ordinary fashion of one 
who sought adventures, a waiting-m.iid, equipped in a fantastic 
habit, asked the protection of his arm in the name of her lady, 
who, late in the evening, had been made captive, ihe said, by 
certain ill-disposed caitiffs, who were carr>'ing her by force through 
the forest. The Fleming's lance was, of course, in its rest, and woe 
betide the faitour whose lot it was to encounter its thrust ; the Grst 
fell, incapable of farther combat, and another of the felons encoun- 
tered the same fate with little more resistance. The lady, rele.-ised 
from the discourteous cord which restrained her liberty, did not 
hesitate to join company with the brave knight by whom she had 
been rescued ; and although the darkness did not permit her to 
recognise her old lover in her liberator, yet she could not but lend 
a willing car to the conversation with which he entertained her, as 
tlicy proceeded on the way. He spoke of the fallen caitiffs as being 
Englishmen, who found a pleasure in exercising oppression and 
barbarities upon Ihe wandering damsels of Scotland, and whose 
cause, therefore, the champions of that country were bound to 
avenge while the blood throbbed in their veins. He spoke of the 
injustice of the national quarrel which had .ifforded a pretence 
Cuch deliberate oppression i and the lady, who herself had 
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•nmtich by the interference of the English in the affairs of Scot- 
land, readily acquiesced in the senlimenis which he expressed en 
a subject which she had so much reason for, regarding as an afflict- 
ing one. Her answer was given in the spirit of a person who 
would not hesitate, if the times should call for such an e:<ample, to 
defend even with her hand the rights which she asserted wiih her 
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ments which shj expressed, and recognis- 
ret charm, which, once impressed upon the 
Touglil out of the remembrance by a long 
nts, he almost persuaded himself that the 
m, and had at one time formed the key to 
,s. In proceeding on their journey, the 
of mind was augmented inslead of being 
s of his earliest youth were recalled by cir- 
would in ordinarj' cases have produced no 
entimcnts appeared similar to those which 
his life had been devoted to enforce, and he half persuaded himself 
that the dawn of day was to be to him the beginning of a fortune 
equally singular and extraordinary. 

in the midst of this anxiety, Sir Malcolm Fleming had no anti- 
cipation that the lady whom he had heretofore rejected was again 
thrown into his path, after years of absence : still less, when day- 
hghi gave him a partial view of his fair companion's countenance, 
was he prepared to believe that he was once again to term himself 
the champion of Margaret de Hautlicu, but it was so. The lady, 
on thai direful morning when she retired from the church of 
Doiigl.is, had not resolved (indeed what lady ever did?) to renounce, 
without some struggle, the beauties which she had once possessed. 
A lon^ process of time, employed under skilful hands, had suc- 
ceeded in obliterating the scars which remained as the marks of 
her fall. These were now considerably effaced, and the lost org.in 
of sight no longer appeared so great a blemish, conccaK-d, as it 
was, by a black ribbon, and the arts of the tirewoman, who m.id^ 
it her business to shadow it over by a lock of hair. In a word, he 
saw tlie same Magaret de Hauilieu, with no very different style of 
expression from that which her face, partaking of the high and 
passionate character of her soul, had always presented. It seemed 
to both, therefore, tt)at their fate, by bringing them together after z 
separation which appeared so decisive, had intimated its JSai that 
their lortunes were inseparable from each other. By the lime that 
the summer sun had climbed high in the heavens, ihc two travelien , 
rode apart from their retinue, conversing together with an eager* i 
a which marked the important matters in discussion between 
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them ; and in a short time it was made generally knorni througff_ 
Scotland, that Sir Malcolm Fleming and ihc Lady Margaret de 
Hautlieu were to be united at the court of ihe good King Robert, 
and the husband invested with the honours of Biggar and Cumber- 
nauld, an earfdoai so long kncwn in the family of Fleming. 
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The gentle reader is acquainted, that these are, in all probabl 
lily, the last tales which it will be the lot of the Author to si ' ' 
to the public. He is now on ihe eve of visiling foreign parts ; a 
ship of war is commissioned by its Royal Master to carry the 
Author of Waverley to climates in which he may possibly obiain 
■uch a restoration of health as may serve him to spin his thread to 
an end in his own countrj-. Had he continued to prosecute his 
tisual literarj- labours, it seems indeed probable, that at the icrm of 
years he has already attained, the howl, to use the pathetic language 
of Scripture, would have been broken at the fountain; and little can 
one, who has enjoyed on the whole an uncommon share of the most 
inestimable of worldly blesiings, be entitled to complain, that life, 
advancing to its period, should be attended with its usual propor- 
tions of shadows and storms. They have affected him at least in 
no more painful manner than is inseparable from the discbarge of 
this part of the debt of humanity. Of those whose relation to him 
in the ranks of life might have ensured him their sympathy unde 
indisposition, many are now no more; and those who may yet 
follow in his wake, are entitled to expect, in bearing inevitable 
evils, an example of firmness and patience, mere especiaUy on the 
part of one who^has enjoyed no small good fortune during the 
course of his pilgrimage. 

The public have claims on his gratitude, for which the Author of 
Waverley has no adequate mtans of expression ; but he may be 
permitted to hope, that the powers of his mind, such as they are, 
may not have a different date from those of his body ; and that he 
may again meet his patronising friends, if not exactly in his old 
fashion of lilcralurc, nt least in some branch, which may not c 
forth the rcmaik, that— 
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. -{Robert Wnlker, the eol- 
leapte and rival of Dr. Hugh Blnir, 
in Si. Giles'i Church, Edinburgh,] 
•P. i5.~Li5t of criminal indiclmeWS, 
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• P. 30.— Strollers. 

• P. 31-Or Kiie. 

• P. 33.— Tattling. 

• P. 41. — Miirion. 

• P. 44.— GaUtian ij a name of a 
penon ramous in Christmas gnmbols. 

• P. SS-— Tlie Botanic Garden is so 
Ictnwd by Ihe vulgar of Edinburgh. 

• P. 7$.—" Pretty toy." 

• P. 137.— In order to maintain nnin- 
juted the lone of pajslon ihroughoul 
■hii dialogue, it has been )udg«l ei- 
pedinllod ■ ■ • 
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to sharlen his own jouniey 
long theirs by loklog them to 
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deserts Iheni entirely. I( 
liic regular Dowinh is sick or absent 
DO wealtli can procure a substiluia. 
• P. 14a.— Long Whipi. 
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■ p. iSo. — Vassalage. 

• P. 160.— {The reader will End bolh 

inSirW.'scolfa Essay on Chivalry! 
published in i8i3. in the Supplement 
10 ihe Encyclopaedia Britatmica. — 
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IS (ram ihe De- 
frtom of La 
in of Wi 
^ ling o( ih 
!nd primed by ihe Maitland 
■ I .831 : 



• P. 

scripiioi 
by Will 

cenlury, 
Club of Gl 

" Douglass pitrisli, and baronie and 
lordship, heth very long appettained 
lo the family of Douglass, and con- 
tiniini with the Earles of Douglass 
UnliU their fiiiaU forfeiiun:, anno 145J ; 
during m^lch tyme there are many 
noble and important actions recorded 
In histories performed by Ihem, by 
the lords and earis of fjiat great 
family. It was theteafter giveo to 
Douglass, Earl of Angiise, and con- 
tinued with them until! William, 
E.irie of Anguse, was created Mar- 
quess of Douglass, anno 1633 ; and is 
Ikow the principal seat of (he hlar- 
qiiess of Douglass his family. It Is a 
large baronie and parish, and ane 
laick patronage ; and the Marquess 
is both titular and patron. He hetli 
there, near to the church, a very con- 
siderable great house, called the Castle 
of Douglass ; and near the church is 
s (yne village, called the town of Dou- 
glus, long &ince etecied in a burgh of 
baronie. Ithethanehandsomechurch, 
with many ancient monuments and 
Inscriptions on the old interments of 
the Earles of this place. 

"The water of Douglas nins qnyte 
through (he whole length of this 
pazish, and upon either side of the 
water it is called Douglasdale. It 
touchelh Clyde towards the north, 
and is bounded by Lesmahagow to 
the west. Kyle to Ihe southnesl. 
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house 

wood," &c.— p. 65.1 

> P. 176.— //u/mj, or flat pLiins, by 
Ihe sides of the brooks and rivers, 
termed in the south, /as'. 

• P. 177. — The good dflmc, or wife of 
a respectable fanner, is almost ui^ 
versally thus designated in Scotland. 

> P. iBo. — The table dormani. wh.ch 
stood in a baron's hatl. was oflen to 
draigraled. 

' P. 191. — [Haielside Place, ilic fid 
granted to Thomas Dickson by Wil- 
liam the Hardy, teienih Lord Dou- 
glas, is still pointed out about luo 
miles 10 Ihe southwest of the Cuilc 
Dangerous. Dickjon was sixty yean 
of age at the time a hen I.ord Jsme* 
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1 Douglasdale. 



froM Ntta ij/ Mr. Had^ar. 1 
' R >9S.— The name of Maker itmto 
for Pml (with the original sense of 
which word it exactly corrcipDnds) n 
the old Scdlish language, Uliat <i 

Trvm/nr or Trouhadout— Finder, in 



wao. — 1 ncac Duus arc 

. _ed by Hector Boetins, t , 

horn he says— " In tilis woCKltnandy 
le Caledonian wood) were someuM 
hile bulls, with crisp and cuAat 
anes, hke fierce hoas ; and Uiougb 
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flier Kcn'd mnk uid tarnE fn tbe 
TEmanent dgMte of the^r bodice Ihey 
were more v|ild ihRn any other beasts, 
anil had such haurd agninst Ibc so- 
ciety and compnny of men, Ihat they 
never came in the woods nor lesuries 
•/• here they found any foot or hand 
thereof, and many days after (hey 
Dol of Ihe herbs that were touched 
handled by maa. These bulls were 
Wild, that (her were never uken but 
by ^ighc and crafty labour. 
ImpHlienl. that after they wc 
Ihey died from insupportable dolour. 
As soon as any man invaded these 
bulls, they rushed with such terrible 
press upon him ihot Ihey struck him 
to the earth, taking no (ear of hounds, 
sharp lances, or oihrr most penciia- 
tlve weapons.— a«/iiu. CAivn. Si<n. 
Vol I. p. iJ-ix. 

The wild cattle of this breed, which 
»re now only known in oi 
England, that of Chilling 
In North umberland, (the 
Earl of Tankervillr.) wi 
memory of man, still f 
three places in Scotland, uamec^ 
Drumlanng, Cumbernauld, and Ih 



■r park at Han 



m PjIho 



.. except ihc I: . 
lieve. ihey have now been destroyed. 
on account of iheir ferocity. But 
though thou of modern days are le- 
markable for their while colour, with 
black muulei, and eihibi mg. In ■ 
small degree, ihe black mane, about 
three or four Incliei long, by which 
tbe bulls in particutir are distin- 
guished, they do noi by any means 
come near ihe terrilic description 
given us by ihe ancient authors, which 
has made some natunlisu think that 
these animals should probably be re- 
(erred to a different species, though 
possosing the same general habits, 

bones which are often di.^covered in 
Scotiish mo5ses helone certainly lo a 
taee of animals much bi^er ilian those 
ol Chillingham, which seldom grow 
lo above Bo stone {of 14 lbs..) the 
general weight varying front 60 to So 
stone. We should be accounted very 
negligent by one class of renders, did 
we not record thai ihc beef fiimished 
by those cattle is of excellent flavour, 
and finely marbled. 

kller received by hit Wallet Scott. 



some lime after Ihe publication of the 

" When it is wished to kill any of 
the cattle al Chillmgham, the keeper 
goes into Ihe herd on horseback, in 
which wiy Ihey are quile accessible. 
and singling out his victim, lakes aim 
with a large nfle-gun. and seldom 
fails in bringing him down. If the 
poor animal makes much bellowing 
in his agony, and especially if the 
ground be siained with his blood, his 
companions become very furious, and 
are themselves, t believe, accessory 10 
his dciLh. After which, they fly o^ 
to a distant pan of Ihe park, and he 
ii drawn away on a sledge. Lord 
Tankerville is very tenacious of these 
singular animals ; he will on no ac- 
count part with a living one, and 
hardly allows of a sufiicient number 
being killed, lo leave pasturage lor 

" It happened on one occasion, 
three or four years ago, thai a patty 
visiting at the castle, among whom 
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wild caiile. 



They sallied out on horseback, and 
duly equipped for the enierprise. at- 
tacked their object. The poor animal 
received several wounds, bul none of 
them proving tatai, he retired bcforo 
his pursuers, roaring with pain and 
rage, lill. [Wanting himself against a 
wall or tree, he stood at bay. offerirg 
a front of defiance. In this position 
the youthful heir of the castle. Lord 
Ossulston, nxle up 10 give him tho 
fatal shot. Tliough warned of the 
danger of approaching near lo the 
enraged animal, and especially of 
firing Hilhoul first having turned hli 
horse's head in a direction to be rundy 
for flight, he discharged his piece ; 
bul ere he could turn his horse round 



I 

I 

I 



iiaggered a 



had plunged his 
its flank. The hone n 
was near falling, t 
violent effort, he eitticatcd liinisell 
from his infuriated pursuer, makin|f 
off with all the speed his wasting 
sttmgih iiipplicd, his enttxils mean- 
while dragging on the ground ; till at 
length he (ell. and died nl Ihe sune 
moment. The animal was now clostf 
upon his rear, anil the young Lord 



KOTES TO CASTLE DANGEROL'a 



would unqoealionably hare shared 
the file of his unhappy ilecd. had i " 
Ihe keeper, deeming it full lime 
conclude Ihe day't aivtrsioii. fired 
the instant. Hii shot brougbl Ihe 
beast to Ihe ground, and ninning in 
wlih his large knife, he put a peiiod 

"This scene of Eentlcnmnly pastime 



' P. 306— The Queen of Rolxil ihl I 
Bruce, and the Countess of Budu^ 1 
by wiiom, as one of Macduffi d»-1 
scenl, he wais crowned al Scone. 



)!.— TThisis 



inleI^'iew with De Valence, mar be 
classed with our illustrious author's 
most felicitous Imaginings. — Natl by 
Iht Rev. Mr. Straarl Bf DougU ' 
• P. 363.— Coleridge.— [The a 
has somcH'hal altered part of a 
li ul unpublished fragmeul qf Cute- 
ridge :— 



' P. 330. — TbeominODS naioe of B)ood-i 
mire-Sink or Syke, markj a Danu*; 
hollow 10 Ihe northwest Of DoueIk 
Castle, from which il u disIaiH ahout 
the third of a mile. Mr. liUddo* 
states, thai accarding I0 local uadi- 
lion, the name was given in conn- 
quence of Sirjamei Douglas harias 
at this spot intercepied anS sLiin put 
of the garrison of the castle while 0( 
Walton was in comro.-ind. 

' P. 337.— Or death agony. 

• P. 344- -[The fall of this braie 
stripUng by ihe hand of ibe Engltsh 
gavemor. and the stem heioiim of 
the father in turning from the ipot 
where helay, " a model of beauty and 
strength," thai he might not be with- 
drawn from the duty which Douglas 
had assigned him of proiecling ibe 
Lady of Berkely, 



« 



fori 



. hichil 



" Where is the grave of S 



Where may the grai-e of that good 

knight be? 
By the marge of a brook, < 

slope of Hdvellyn, 
Under the boughs ol a young birch- 

The Oak thai in . 
pleasant 10 hear. 
That rustled in Autumn all withered 

Tlial whistled and e^ooned ihro' 

the Winler alone. 
Be hath gone, and a. birch Ilk hi: 
place is grown. 
The knight s bones are dust, 
His good sword is rust ; 
His spirit is with Ihe saints. 



I 



£iii.\ 



prematurely raised. Dickson,' 
within the church, thtnking thai his 
young Lord with his armed band wai 
at hand, drew his swocd. and wilh 
only one man lo assist hiiD. opposed 
the English, who now rushed to the 
door. Cut across Ihe middle by as 
English swora. he still coalmued hn 
opposition, till he fell lifeless ai the 
threshold. Such is Ihe tiadiiion. and 
il is supported by a memorial of sofoe 
authority — a looibstone. iiill to be 
seen in the churchyard of DoagUs. OB 
which is aculplured a figure <rf Dielt- 
son, jupporiiog wilh his I*" ' ' — ' 

protruding enlialls, and 
sword with the other in tl 
of combat.]— A'si'f by tkt Rai. Mfk\ 
Slewtrt ofOai^Ui ' 
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W GLOSSARY. 


m 


A. 


Archllowe, (of unknown 


Bafrni, childrm. 




ri^rivBiion.) a fiact- 


Baith, «^M. 


A*. «//. 


AtC, mtal-art; a Urgt 


Biiiile, r/f A ^Jflrfwv. 


A3, aw, «K. 


Br,.ss gmnd, »** 


Abl««; tlating. 


chtst for ht/IJiHg wua i. 


ehie-cTopptd ihtip fat> 


Aboon. abone, otew. 


Ai^es. larmat maney. 




Abuljiraenu, knliiU- 


Arriage and carriage, 


Ballant, foWflrf. 




fhugh aad carl sir- 


fialdrick. girdU. 


Anauld, ««/&. 




Ban, (THJ-K. 


Aff.£ff 

A<T-RLidi. kaiuUtg. 




Band, ivHd. 


Assoiliie, assoiliie, «- 


Bans, iona. 


Atore. **/.«. 




Bang, J/""*-/ <• tan^ 


Afi. ofi. 


Audit, aught. A) feuai 
eriiloHgto. "Whae's 


Bannel. Awiik^ 


Alien. ?««. 


Bannock. Jal ro-nd 




BuBht it?" fc vitoa 


cait. 


Ahini, bthind. 


d«, ,t lih-gT 


Bannock-fluke, liiriat. 


Agee, njee, ati-ri'; o^f^lt 


Aught, fuiiraioa ; fro- 


Bangswr, a vieltnlftllam 


rigkl IiHt; ailiquetf ; 




wietarriaevtry Iking 


arong. 


aughl." in BHt'i keif- 


it/en iisi. 


AMias. fcr/iafi. 


•V- 


Bargaining, disfylmgt 


Ain, miK. 


AlweeL IwntmlL 


tatlliKg. 


Aires, airoe, «■«. 


Auld. eld. 




Ainsells, ™« Wwt 


Auld-n-arld. tU-Jaskiim- 


Barkii, laantd. 


Air. «ir. mr/^. 


Baila fummil. barley, at 


Aim. .™-, 


td,- OHligue. Auld- 


aclamalimfor almet 


Alrts. /»jji£i o/fit t»m- 


wsrld iioriei, tauitnl 


iy ant v>kQ kot /«llf 


Ala W rfiw/. 




flay, "iy BUr ladj 


Avet, vi«rk-herti. 




Ao'cel. -wtU. 


Mf,.IHamd,m^r 
Earlev. bariy. (from par- 


mat. 


Awes, ™«. 


Aiyci.anT.awBri-*aru. 


AwmouJ, o/iBf. 


ley, )flfo- •""""/*'/' 


AJM. -rBrr. 


Awmty, t. Rtnbiy. 


at thtir ficliul ruma 


AluDe, „imt. 


Awn. ewitig. 


fir a r, «.y. 


A-\ow.tt-jl^.i»cJla»u. 


Ayiiom>:.awfi,l;laTiiU. 


Barni, }fajf. 


Alloun, ai/ /™«. 


Ax.«l. 




Amaist, a/narf. 




/roi,i. ^m 


Ambry, aumry, alnwnr. 


Bb. kand-ialt. 


Barracc, Uundi ; UiU ^H 




fir cmaialaKls, ^^H 


Ac. 


^b.iundl,-la3Kll. 


w^Won™. -^ ^H 


An, 1/ 


Back, backel, ™/-k»/. 


Bartiian, (in loniliCR- 


Anes-cnand. fl/«' /«^ 






/flK,- islt-trraitd. 


jni///(. Adj. niuckl«- 


Balw, Mil. 


Anini, offaiilt; rufat- 


baekil, inmd-taiitd. 


Baaimta. fyu 1 ami. 


IHg. 


Baff. i/™.- iflflf ,■ -Uaiy 


Bauks, UHitilUvalU 


Aneuch, ™»j-*. 


«.-/. 


flam ttnvttH ridja ^H 




Bmrganel. taymtl. 


o/la»d. ' ^M 


ca-kaiilatieti trtwttn 


Baik, Avl/ ^rt^r/ rrof 


BauUl, iaid. aUo Mi. ^H 






Bawbeo, katffnt, ^H 


ward, marriii U latk 


Dailie, aldtrman, ar ma- 


Bawbee lowi. hnl/inia .^H 


MJitr. 


gulralt. 


^^^^^^^^^^^^1 


^^^^^^^^^1 


^^^^^^^^^^^^1 




GI,OSS,\RV. 
Biding, abiiiKg; wait- 

Bieli'v. beUd. ' 

Bien, v. beln. 

BiEi Inild! also fraaf, 

Urge. 

igS'iig. ifilding. 



bread," a mimlAfiil^M 

Biiile. becLle, a mon/e* 
id/ fir baling of 



Zt 



BeQummed, falavtredf 

Jlaltirtd. 
BegTUIlen. ixhaiitltd 

tiii/A ■uutfinr. 
Begunk, bcEoke, Met. 
fi«ild, bidd, ihilltr. 
Bein. vnallhy; ictltfrt- 



viith, ttftttallf of 
nftriffr rani or 
faaHr; Iff Hje ilreHg 
miamrii rtgardltss e/ 

Bell-wavering, teatidtr- 

tug. 

Ben. (be-in,) llu inntr 
aparlmint. "To 

bring far ben," to 
trtut viilk grial rt- 
spetl and kospilalily. 

Bend-leather. ikUk sett 



Bike, bylce, bink, viiid- 

Billy, (the infamine pro- 

nuncialionof iril*(r,) 
brslhir. 
Bind, (in drinking,) as 



lU band 

my bind," Tvcgolmj 
full miasurt. 
Bink, biHcKi iani.- 

Binn, bing. iafi ef im- 
ihraihtd eer*. 

Knna, bt not. 

Birkie. a child' i gamt al 
(ardi; also a livily 
youngfilioui. 

Birling. drinking: ad- 
•niniilrriag liqufr; 
aim making a grum- 
bling neisi liii an old- 
/aihiomd itinning- 
ichiil or kand-mill in 



Bbck-t 




im, burden. "Skin 
andhiTa," full atcount 
ef a sheep by bringing 
lit ikin mlh Ikt lar- 
mart, and Ike ktad 
ailk Iht brand en Ike 
n«e.-lhi«,k>leofony 



Bbckil. blatktntd. 
Black-mail, 
nantf faii It fru 



Blasting, ft^ng . 

blataing : aisD ballling. 
Blate. boikful; modttt. 
Blawart. btaewort, Uue- 

boille, bliK-woR, 

Blaw-in-ray-lug, boasl At 
mine ear; flatltrtri 

BuiH'ing in one's log, 
tattering! -stmg nfw 

Blearing your ee. blin^ 
ingysu ivilkjuaurr. 

Bleeze, ilau. 

Btelher. btaddtr. 

filelhers, baitliaf; 

foolish talk. 

mok. glanet tf Ihi eye 1 
gtimUe; a tvnnkling. 

Blithe, glad: flraiaml. 

Blood-wite, tamiensa- 
lien. or /ne fir bleed- 

Biuid. bletd. 

Elurker. bangltr; om 
r/< everjlki^ 



hill: Ike moor. 


B\™.briitles. "Setup 


hi mSdUs ml*. 




" Ta'en the bent." 


his biise," roused him 


Boast, talking la imtim^ 




taken Ikt field ; ru9 


lo his mettle ; pui him 


dale. 




oimy. 




Bob, dana: ^ em* 




Bicker, veeden r-etiel 


Bit. (used as a dimmu- 


down. 




made by a cooper for 


live.! "Bit bum." 


Zod>cb.eUmaM:hr^ 




holding liguer. brrse. 


boo. ^ 




&<L 


lassock," little girl. 


Bode, Khai U Kdim, 




Bde. stay: endure.- 


Bil, small space; spot. 


offer. 




^ reiidt. •■ Bide a 


■■ BLibe bit," /leasanl 


Boddie, a tvpftr a^ 




^ mik,"su,timemenl. 


spot. 


value Ik, Hxlkfrt^ 





«• English ftnny, 
tqujl IB Iw rfwVi. or 



I 



lit wall of a lOllagifar 
kapinr beekt. &c 
•■Window-boic," a 
viiui'ne uiilh iliadt of 
mood, tuilk out imall 
fani of glass in th, 
middli. iHslead of 



Bonnallji. bonnailv, a 
faruiig CHf viilh a 
friatd, ■'■ tanuil of 
viithing iim a fm- 



usid fig>^alivtly lo 
ixlvai tiihat ii ttauU- 
ful. 

Bool. buit. a balance ef 
valur in barlrr, "Into 
tbe bool. " givtn into 
{iitilaJo/llAiteet. 

Booih, ih^. 

Bard^L, itolktl, 

Bortell-tooni, law mslie 

js, til 



"MarxA tammid frat 

AfHU 

Tkradajts, an' lief wrrt 

Tit first o' Iktm iDflf 

wind aid ■uiHl. 
Tkt sicond »' Ihtm wot 

tnaa and ilal. 
Tit third t' Iktm vas 

That lit Hrdi Irgs slack 



Bosi. holliTv. 
Bonnet-laird. tmaJI fn- 
fritltr of land. 



both^, hut: kovil. 
Bouking. bucking. 
Boul a' a. pint jtoiip, 

hindU ef a Iwo-qtiaTt 

pot. 
Bounlith, Iht itmnly 

slipalated vsagts, 
Boatd.jttr, mock. 
Bouroks, bouroctu, an- 
fnsed heaps ; miitraiU 



3fi« 

Brockii-cow, ahilc faced 

Brog, a feinird instrU' 

maier'i awl. 
Brogging, pricking vtilh 
a iharf'foiHlid inslrtt- 



cialdir. 



Bow, Ml, or dry 
lanti part of a 

Bowies, casks leilk tht 
htaJ taken out ,- ftiii ; 
milk-pails. 

Bowk, bulk: iody. 

Bracken, ySru. 

Brie, rising gromnd. 

Braid, broad. 

Urander, gridiron. 

Brandercd, grilltd ; 

Bronk-new, bran-new, « 
pkmsi tqvivaleni It 
"spick and span;" 



Broken nan, ffullau 
bankrupt. 

Broa, bree. inrlh : jnict : 
also opinion founded 
on bruit or report. 

BrtBC. a kind of pottagM, 
•madl bp pourinr 
boiling vrater or broth 

stirred tehile thi lifuij 

is poured. Tit dish 



I 



Lierally cloth. 
Braw. brave: fine. 
Brawiy, kravely. finify. 



fit ,r 

ndari. 



■ of Scot- 



Breckan, fen. 

Breeki, brtechti. ' ' Breek- 

le*s," brttckltsi. 
Brent biov, Ugh fon- 



Briiher, brother. 
Broach, broche. spil. 
Broach, breast-pin. 
Broctian. gncl. 
Brrehng, coming Ikrvugi 
lie ground, ai young 



loftheMoors, 
a droitk, dwarf, af 
subterranean elf. 

Brownifi, domtstit 

goblins: the ■• Jiobin 
Goodfelloat " 
land. 

Brown, brewing: at 

Bnickle, MekU: brittUi 

Bniick. brook. ustf 

wear: en/oj. 
fcuiliie. broil: icufiUt 

dislnrtanee. 
Bmnslane, brimstont. 
Bmsien. bunted. 
Buckie, shell of a no. 

tnail, or am spiral 

liell. of vhnlevtr site. 

-Deil, or dcevili 

refractory youngster .■ 
a mischievous madcap 
thai has an evil Ivst 

Bulk, buke. book. 
BiurtIIr,»rt»nc-*'* 



■dljf, urtll 
ii,boo«t,. 



J 



fiati ; sluftfiid. 
Bunker, baick. "Sand- 
bunker." sand bank; 
in catlaga a aalwkiik 

.also sirves for a ihtil, 
Btaaag mtk a kingtd 

Buik.' dras. 

Busking, dnisinf. 

Bul-and-ben. tt-eul and 
if in, Br thl ailtr and 
inntr jidt ef lit par- 
tihom-vHtli in a knuu 
eensistingaftwo apart- 

Butloek-mail. fnt im- 

stool B/ riptnltiKci. 
Bye. ' ' down byr, " doica 

yonder: nol/arof. 
By ordinar, wurt Ikon 

By, fast ; ittida; amr 

Byeanej, bygones, what 

Byre, shtfftr; — ' 
Bytinie, tea iimc; 

inla-ual of Uiturti 

nmiaiidlkt». 



Cannily, Ailfidly ; 

tBtHionsh, 
Canny, ikil/Mi; pnidint; 

lucky; in a super- 

tandUianti and sa/t It 
dtalailh ; tmstwgrthy. 
Contle. Ou bach fart b/ 
ikt ktad; also a frag- 
mtal tnitn off any- 

Canlrip. sfiU : incanla- 

Canly, lively and ckctr- 

CBpercailne, the gnat 

cock of Ike vjood. 
Cap, vioBdtn vesiel fir 
• holding find or liqanr. 
Cappe, diminutive of 

Cttf. 

Cappeiiioity, erabbed ; 



Caleran. keam: H^Hi^ 
land and Irisk i>» 

regular soldier ,• fiw- 

Cauf-ward. calf-ward, 
flaci wkert calves art 
luptin tlUfiild, 

Cauff, ch,>ff: 

Cauld, etld. 



^1 

rd, 

A 



Cm,'. drjvt.' "Ca'-throw," 
4isiurianct; prevtn- 
tian. '■Ca'theshultle^" 
drive tit linllle. 



dinied. Vaimtd,i<mied. 

Caird, tinker. 

Coim, heap b/Ibbsi stones 



CarfufBed, curfuHled, 

Tvffied; rumpled. 
Curie, ckurl; gruff eld 

Ciuiine. carling, Uu 

Carriage. Iune.aad-eari 

Catned, in nnHlas; 
having the mind Jlxtd 
upan some/king diji- 

en hand; having tlu 
wits gent ' ' a-v.'oel- 



Cair-«ard, v. cauf-wnrd. 



Carritch, carritchei, ca 

Carry, carraxoay. 
Casi, gel fver; i 

c<ruer,dfren^ 
Cast, lot; /ale. 

•-■ /alt . 



ceplible 6/ cold. 
Coup, cap. (Up; i 
bmol; also Ikesiellrf 

^' """■"■"""-"/• 

Causey, causeway, 

calsay, raised and 
favtd street. "To 
crown Ihe causey." I» 
hap the middle or 
higher part Bflhi street 
in Jtfiana 0/ all IB b€ 



Cane, "my eerlie." m^ 
/nilk ; in good trBlk. 

Chack, snack : lunckeom. 

Chafis, jaws. 

Chalder. (dry tneasure.) 
sixteen bolls. 

Chap. cvslBiner: /elltne! 

Chnppil, struck ; abo 
pounded ; masked. 

Chaw, cina. 

Chap o'l. aell deserving 
e/tt: dtscnnng -aorst. 

Cbe»e-fa t, ekeat-diik ; 

Chentie, chain. 
Chiclds. chieli, young 

ftilgaa. 
Cbimley neuk. thimmey 

Cboasi. {ek ai t ia 
Twc!pddale.) hoasi, 
severe CBngk. 

Chop. shop. 

Oiowl, ™i 

Chuckles. 

Cnuckic 




'-stanes; fMlt- 

iuck as ciildttm 
play at ekuck-farlkint 



Clunrhewil, ttr»l*. 




CkuK. due. f&Mo. Uodikd, Onv tUlJ CortM. ' 



"Cloot „_ 

kttfmiUiatf, Le; aw? Ceert. cb^. 



„ „ Clour. #«i>V it^ /tr Corrt.(lDtbeHiebfa 



'■ Ringingliii Uour. h»mf fftit Ot Corrt. (Id tbe Hi^blradK,) 



tongtu/rttiy. indtnlalim in a trail metimuiK rftn rmfytm 

Clany. cloilx. vncltam: tr ptater vtsul: dt- oiu u£t. 

vrrr dirty. ficiment ; intqualiH CoiDn, calUgtrt. 

"-•• ■■■■--■■' - — '■'— lucid ij '~ — ^._ — V 



Club, lillli-tallli ; uam- t/mrfati frsduc, 



dat: idU tait. a ibu. tci*/vHatU. 

- ■; - - - ■■ . ■■„gt. 

mt- L'lute. V. cliiot. Coup, lurnevtr. "Coup 



Oal.cbul.raif/ocvUfT.' Cloorcd. adj. of clour. 
am imtlmmnl/irr rat- L'lute. t-. doot. 
'■"/ logtl^tr mirt, CoBl-heugh, fla 




-I lifiMd er dug. hki a fat an Ikt fri, 

Clatlcr. laitU. Coble, small fiihing-hoat when Uu ctom apem 

Ciailet-lrap!, rettk- b/wi a nvtr. ivkiii il siaod ii aful. 

IrafLalHdicrmnnamt Cock bm% cock broo, Ctxip. iarlir. 

far lauli and acctulre- cttt irvlk. Cauping. hvjing, far- 

minti. Cocliv-leeky, CQck-«- licuhrly Awia,- alio 

Claughl. elulckid; leckie. ltd imp im tnciing, er iarltring. 

mauitdvitltntly. -aihich a tatt kai tttm Cove, roiv. 

Cbul, V. dal. ttiUJ. Court, alt. 

Cl3iaiag, talUttg idly CockernoniF. M/ galktr- CoDt. cotie, wi 

and /ailitkly. iHge/ayeunfaeman't iOK/erlaHt. 

Onvvn. idU tali. kiir trndtrtJutnoedtr Crack, joaif. 

Chw, leratch: leraft. JilM. 

"Clair up iheir mil- Cock-^aird. a land fr»- 

tins," giv Ikrm tht fnttor wia tutlivala 

Jlniskinfilnkt. -Claw Itii ram tilali. 

bvooT, ' curry /aixmr. Cixkle-bnmtd, lAniilr- 

I Cledt, calittt; trine hiadid; foehik. Craenei. knuno. 

tegilktr, liaUk. Cock-padte. Ump-fiih. kniauktrt gtoaiart 

"OKkinf time," Qui, filluu : aiso fod. trammtd tr foikid: 

. iaUkiig Hmt. CodJing. am afph it rangt af ktftki ftr tka 

I Oecd, <:&(*(. aiUid. " Carllskcod- laltt/g-vdi. 

LOcEk. cldclt. I«>f. liQE*" liB io Bid CjaSx.crBft. 

ftCleekit.«KfWfliwi/*fl »leem. Cnilj, craj, »w:i ,- w«l / 

■ ^oo*. "Cltekitinlhe Cogue, cogie. a rsuni Ikrtal. 
uniie," k^gktd i» tkt woedm vtiiil modi liy Cnisinun, tnt »*• ft 

_ ■"""■ « cteftr. /tr itiding iaitirtut in cUmUar 

T Otagb.cti^.Hsanitiiiii. milt. hvit. liqutr. Ac ntii. 

*' Clink, mar' ihrif.- also CdiM, €»r. dig. Cof. rrtf, fndmtifl^ 

* >'■/''"/ lanad. ColUe-Uua^. quami ; grtmad- 

r _">"»f*- "wr- rm/and ufraar Utt Ct»o.lttttfefanylkiwg; 

i Cunkel, tUnkn; tlnuk. Uut fraduttd win Iki i'.-^- "f ,' f v-'. 

I Clipping tinw. Iki nick ajaa fall a-vtrryimg mi'f ' ' ' . 

■ if Itmt. "To come tm antlktr ainl tmt w r- 
it clipping imie," It af tktiriwK kind triit Cni.- 
tnu ai effonnnrly at iai grt s tfaanc^ «r .... - 
kttektvuUia/arwur ttuifa.ie.,aia»iitir. k^.- 

at ikap-ikarint Unit. kc . titd tt kli tail Crrai-,, <,]-..—« - — 

nkfn tktrt ii amayi Ctmey. ratktl. flmaitt,at If- 

mtrtkanigtadik-r. Cot/aa. a t^d ^ mutt CnAakMttlT, 



I 
I 



: 



w 

^g "To t 




To be in a creel," 

viifi jumiltd ials cm- 

Cndfa.' iasiiifiil. 
Creiih, creesh, grtvt. 
CrcLshing, ^rtastng. 
Crewels, tcrefitla. 
Crombic, cnimmy, 4 

Crook, fel-Aaok. 
Crook, minding. 
Crouse. tritk; full ef 

Crowdy, mtal and milk 

akindo/follag,. 
Crown o( the causewar, 

tHiddlt oflht strat. 
Ciuppln, crept. 
Cud. cudgti. 
Cuddie. ass. 
Cuilikins, cuLlkingi, 

l^ilns. wailtrt. 
Cuitle, diddU. 
Cuillle, (Eng. euddlt, 

with R difTercnl sbade 

of mraninB.) lictU. 

" CulLlle Ciirour, " curry 

favour. 
Cullion, (Gad.) fvpiy ; 

iair ifunging deg i 

iast/illsw, fBllriKH . 
Cummer, midviifi; 

gessif. 
Curch, (C»eL Bud Ft.) 

itrckiif: tt mmiH-s 

ameriHffir tic iiad; 

times worn wilhoul Ibt 
Iv.) m«Uk. 
Curfuffle. mj^t; mmpU; 
fut in a disordtnd and 



GLOSSARY. 

Culty, (ciil. ))/■/.- viorlk- 
Itssgtrl; a loost teetnan. 

Cully. It spoon : tobacc»- 
pipi, cul erttelun thert. 
'■CullyspooQ,"o jiiW 
1am spoon. " Cully- 
slool, shurt - Usgid 



Dab, daub, to feck as 
birds do. 

"" .orifeeki 



doers of cartagij. ta^| 
not Mitd fy Ike AKlka^ * 

of Waverley ia Ikii 

Deasil, tnMiim contrary 
to tkat y tie imn ; a 
J/igkiand superstitious 



rallle in Iktlkroat s/a 
dying person. 
Deave, deafm. 



smuggled 



stuck upon a, 
Darker, 

Daft, tntd ! froUeiomi. 
XiiS^nJkaugktUss gaiety ; 
/^«'* tlayfitness; 

ttaidlingi loileringi 

saunUring; getting OM 
in a laty, cartltii vuiy. 

THiiier.tvloil; asinjoi- 

DaikerioEi v. dacker. 

^3iiH, faster child. 
Dammar, viiner. 
Dammer. stun, and ton- 
fusion fy striking on 
Ike head. 
Danders, eindtrs ; rt- 



Deil. devil. 

Deirs doien, Ikirlten, * 

Deil goeda-er Jock WA _ 
3ter, entry Iking total 
tepiy-lurvy ; llure loai 
the devil to pay. 

Deil may care. Ikt dnit 



^"fj'" 



Deil's 



nuTT-bi 



.- I den 



I 

aU 
vit 

1 






3'^ 



Curpie, curpin. 

tmall' skiff; boat ef 
xoicker-m?rk, cnered 
milk hides. 

Cuiser, euisser, staUiou. 

Cushal, aeod-figeon. 

Cul-lrjggcd, cnf^tartd. 



Dang, 

subduea, HHoenca ner. 
Darg. dargue, day'siiari. 
Darn, dein, conceal. 
Daur, daurcd, dart ; 

dartd. 
Day, "iheday," to-day. 
Dead - Ihiaw, tke deal* 

Ihnnei ; last agonies. 

Xyken applied 






mon puf-hall. 
Dtliercl, delirioHi. 
Deliver, active.- fnt A 

Deliverly, tutivtif! 

alertly. 
Dclue. V. deveL 
Demenled. insant. 

nice and deliraU. 
Dem, contealtd: lecrtt, 

hidden. 
Demed. coneealtd. 
Devel, del™, veiy kv* 

ilou. 
Didna. did nal. 
Dike, dyke, stoat~w»lt 

finct. 
Ding, tirilt ; ieat ; sut- 

Dink, jtm',- trim; tidy; 
also eoattmituaat 1 
scornful of ether,. 

Dinmonts, teetkert kt- 

•ndtweytan 





Discretion, cnititf, 
Disjaiked, jaded; dt- 

eaytd: voramt. 
Diijune, deiune, treai- 

faa. 

DiU. tiafl ■/. 

DiT, da. 

T>vio\.lhiiiiodfirlluilcK- 

DocE'an-clormdi. (Gnd.) 
ilimf-mf ; farling 
"P- 

Doddie. ew vnliful 

Eloiled. dylol, daud,- 

ilMfid: deling, 
Doilcd, tumtd U dtlap ; 

liafid; cen/uiid. 
Dole. " dead dole." Ikat 

viliielt mu dtall But ta 

tki fear al thtfUHtrall 

tflhi rkk. 
SoDnoT. doniKud. 

gmsly itnpid; ifunntd. 

' • Auld dODDCn." IK 

dolaet. 
Doo, dive. 
Doot dMtt; imnerst 

under walir ; talhi. 
DoQkel. doiKal. dviit-<^; 

fteeoH^kemu. 
Dookit, i>, doiikil. 
Xtooms. aud inlenii- 
''vely, ai "dooms 
ad." very iad. {minet 

fd dhad.\ 

' Xwn. dawn. 
~ ir-Uane, tinika/d. 
Xknhxb, V. doutladu 
'Souce, qaitl; atter; 
' iidatt. 
Doughi, timid: nu aih. 
, Xtoukit, dyettd. 
■Daa^,.iollom : tail-end. 



ijnv,)areaile. Domd, 



Dovrf, helleai. dull. 

Dome, dolly, dmll: 
wulanelalf ; in had 
heallk : in bad iuni. 

Downa. eaitnot : do not. 

Down byr, down Ike Too-jr, 



>5S 

Dake. duke, aa-trllery. 
Dung 0*0, knocked oier. 
Dunni<™-a5sal. (GaeL, 

vrasl. ae/i iara,) « 
Htgkland genlleman. 
gmcrallr lie ladel of 

from tit land he oieu- 
pied, tiouri ie/d ai 
v.lio/ii,tAi,/la,n. 

Dunsh in. Jogging imirt/jr 
wili tie elioiB. 

Dunt. tnoii, ttreie. tr 
bhra. that produce* • 
din or sound ; also a 
good liieable fortiam of 
any lA-ng. 

Dwam. dwaira. dwaum 

Dn-ining, decaying/ 

d/t/iHiir in AeailA. 
Dyt:.icr, dyer. 



fort of lit name of 

ilovenlj. Imo-fyiHg 
fUce. /n till manner 

it is aled in Alosfia- 

draig. 

Drap, drop. Drappie. 

hitle drop. 
Drapi.i I egg. peatitd igf. 

Dree, safer: endnrt: 
to drtaUlit veent Uat 

Dreciing, drilling. 

Drcigh, lardy; iIob; muiiuii, inui i 

tiresome. licular part. ) b 

Dridder.drcadouT.^'wiX water 1> pui in 



will 



Drogtiling, eoghling, 
wiening and blamiitg. 
DroulEJt. dreacAcd. 
Dioulhy. diDughl]', 



ii kepi limmcTing until 
it a rully done, and 
when ilitlaken out iho 
Stnariii Ix what an 
English cook would 
all doKbltjIiti. 



ialisig Earded. fal in lie larfAt 



inapsaei: literally 
lalcieU/ arrows. 
Dover, neither ailetp ner 
•oahi: ttmfarary fri- 

Doverine, -aatiing or 
riding iaif asleep as if 
fmn littgeels efliqmr; 

I Dow. (pronouttccd as la 



Dnidging-boi. Jhltr-box 



ground al 
Duddy, ragj 
Duds. ra^ 



Earn, eagle. 

tasel. easlteard. ' 

E'en, nw>. "E'sDiMt'' 

EScir Hi war, aarlltd 

Elw!,^■ ay^...ne, 

d,.i!,nl! lamli 



I 



Equal-aquaU, maiei a!l 



Errand. "For ance 

{Bins) errand."/'!- (Aa/ 

furfvic alont. 
Eilrcen, ynsinca, yul/r- 

day, more properly 

hit nigU. 
Eltercap, adder-cap, 

atter-cope. a ipidtr; 

Eiile. aim : itiUnd. 
Evening, comparing. 
Evidcnu, rvidtnca. 
Ehisi. ntarut ; eanlt- 

E^o^'l eh wow J ol 

diarl 
Ewkine. itching. 
Exies, hjsttriaiiestasia. 



hopctogcll/ial. 
Fa'Eii, falUn. 
Fa'ard, famartd. "nt 

faa'rd," iUJavoHrtd. 
Fae,/«. 
Fae, iTTtt.fram. 
Fae, faie, whosi; wHe. 
Taeia. /bam. 



Pashious, tnuittioHU, 
Fastero'l e'co. Faalem 

e'en, Shrvot Taadaf. 
Fat, vilmt. 
fau]d./Bld. 
Faandi/iiiiiiJ. 
Fautd./flMow/. ''Weel 

faur'i " vxU /aoaurtd; 

giiod-heiing. 
Fause, /alst. 
Faul, faall; icfanU; 



Ve3\, faithful; lovat. 
Fearal, a^ecttd v/itk 

Far, fecr, ailirt. 
Fearfu", lerriiU. 
Feck, itrenglk and lut- 

"Best' feek," iidcr 
fari. "Maiit feet," 
grialtU fart. 
FeclilMi, feimrteis ; 

filhltis! fable ! de- 
JSfi/Hl in MMtgualily. 
" Fed-lcis body." 
Having barely iJu 



w^ga. 



Aill. 



also r 



Fa 



'aical; 



tii- 



fellow. 
'al-lalls, fooliih erna- 

mnli in drill, 
■allow, ft«»w. 
•e\x\../alsiiocd. 

' Fatd. (0hHr. 

Fard. faurd, v, fa'atd. 
Fart, fatle, now lit 
fiurikfari Bf a latgt 



Bf and firry. 

■■Fell chield," /try 
fiUme : hrrUhfillovi. 
•■ Fell ajru," iiiliiA 

Fell, hfall. 

Fend, difnd: iaif ml 

bad tptalJker,- fmidt 

agaiitil waal. 
Fended, inrvidtd ; nuir 

si,//. 
Fending, fraviding: fro- 



Fcrlie, madtr,- t 

•■Totalie."liim 

Fickle, mflrf* to jSit or 

^dgi : faall: Jificull, 



dit art Jaffeud tt ^ 

ordinary tfart. 
Fienl « hw, dtita • 
thing; drucr a iH; 
(ftom GcDd,) deoilt 

nting. iYVrng-fUiMafl 

JtddU/addlimg. 
■f\\e^.<U«la.tf,il,. 
rmna, a tmalivkab. 
Fiteflaiight JUdt < 

lightning. 
Firiot. finrtk fart tf M 

bplltfcom. 
Fiuell, inilU. 
FisKnles^ finenlo^ 

fiuionlett fillUiK 



Flaiih. daih 9*1 rmkty. 
Fbii{;bleHng. U^^ dd»- 

i*gfitfmlli:fiickrtmt. 
Flaunel, fan-caktt. 
Flm. gmil ,■ blasL 
Fleech, jUtltr .- ahttdh. 
Fleeching. JIMIirtag. 
Flees, jJJit. 
Fl^. fHglU. 
Flemil. frighltned. 
Flemet. flainit. laniiteil 

txftlhd. 
r\ey. frighltn. 
I-1ichierhig, ftuHtrimr. 
Flight, arms. 
Fling. I,ith: Oram Hi 

tht ligi tiir a harit, 
Flisking, ^Bhisiimg 1^ 

Flisk-m3-hon,/i/^/irfl/ 

giddy fiy^ap-girii. 
Fill, rtmint; dtfart. 
Flory. vain. 



Fliilf. yfaiA. 

Flufr.gibs, iquils, 

FlulTL-d 1' ihe pan, ^Knai 
frimt tuilint '-' — 
lit barrtl ef ti 
orfitlrl. 

Flunkle, /!w/*MM.' 

Flyte, (lile. m»M. 



I 

I 



Forbean, fonfalitn s 
VoibyR,iaiJa; meraml 
Tore, "to ihe fore," re- 

iilmct; also infrvut. 

FonHauliS. firtMif. 
t'caliurn, exiaiiifid i/ 
/ali/pte or itcty ; 

Forfauried, far/thtt. 
Forfoughlen, ixhaaietd 

Formic. /<»7<w. 
Forpei, faitrtk part g^« 

pick. 

FoTTit, fineartl. 

Forspoks, afic/r vrifi 
fie mru of an evil 
ttngm, vi/iUk kringi 
ill fiici KffH vihat er 
whemsorvir it fraiw- 

Fortalice. a tief ;finr 



FyWe. isilU; i 
•ami ii/unt. 



Gaberluniie. a mtitdi- 
caal ; a poor gutit who 
cannet pay far hit 



Gae down, iraUeing 



Four-nooked, 



/." 



.««/. 



Fou. foiv, fliH: drunk! 

fay, dtparl in piaee. 
fmy. se/l and ipengy. 
Fnick, nadji; cagtr; 

Fncliaui.'/wvjfji. 
Frat/nwi. 

Fmmpul, Mnruh: fir- 
nut rd; n/il'timdifieHed, 
Fniw rrenls, mpir- 

tU lint oi •trvanits. 
TiTTB, frcmmil, fraim, 

finn'd, itramp ; net 

Priiifd, put If fir m 

Fatf.puf; whim 

Fulc./»/. 

Fiuiontm, v. fisienlesl. 

Funk, funkins, apflitd 
tn a htru hiking «> 
fht mr vHlhoal dash- 
ing nt Ihi hah. 

Funit, funck. "In a 
funk." in afioliih ptr- 
plii'iy. 



<Fr.) g" 

Cart'd, ntadi ; eaniptl/id; 

Gascromh, (C5acL ca» 

fith a pmjecl- 
... -pint. 1 ■ ■ 
-ligh lands I 



prestrvt igniti 
Gaun, going. 



a. goan-lreet, 
or tmediH/ra mtl 



tijii. gi-al. 

Gun. gE». ahal it U- 

gollin ; brat. 
Ganr, gimt. 
Qmg.gs. 
Ganging, gaing. 
Gangrel, a tkild htgim- 



cillar 
Gauger, uiiitman. 

Gjwaie, plump: jettyt 

ptrtly. 

Gay. pnily. "Gav 

gude,' prill* gBed. 

"Gay vfeU," pntip 

Gear, goedi ; drai / 
Gecked. Ivii'id Ikt hiadi 

" 'lened. gdwend./w^ 



/i^iy. 



i/iga«liyfiri„d.""' 
Gey sharp, filly sharp. 

"Gfy glide,'' frti^ 

goad. 
Ghaisl. ghost. 
Gif . givi. 



crom.) a long narrow 
ifadi. wilh a pmjtcl- 
ing foel-fitri, used in 
the Highlands for dig- 



Giir gaff, In old Engtlsli 



Gaih, sharp: shrewd. 
Gale, wnv: nannir. 
Ga 111 erins -peat, a fitrp 

louiid by the 



' in 



1 Ihe 



danger, a» /** firj 
rriTii will by the High- 



Gillie, man-urvtnl la the 

Highlands. 
Gillie white-foot, ffllie 

/oolMon. lehe had lo 

trvgks and vittlify 
pliua in traitlling. 

Gilli, gt.ll/ri. 

Gill ravaging, pUnJer- 

Gilpy, froliaemt young 

pirsan. 
Gimnter, 



Gin, gifan, i/ : nptw 
GingU. cmgllng 

GinJ, hatp'. 




Gira. gria like an ilU 
nalurtd dog. 

GiniinK. XriiHing, 

Gimel mial-clail. 

Girth, ginl. hoop. 

Girths, "sliplhegitlhj," 
tumib Jmin Hit a 
faek-hotsi's hurdin, 
vihin thi gink giva 

Claiki. dtciftien .* di- 
lasioH. " Fling Ihe 
elaika ia folk's een." 
melaph, tinnn duit in 
ptopU's tyts. "Give 
Ihe glaiks," btfxl. and 
then iurvt in til lurch. 

Glaikil, glalk, light- 
kiadtd: idli; fneliik. 

Glamoor, magical diap- 
lion of tight. 

Cl«l, kite. 

Gledging. looting ifylf 
at one. 

Gleed, /la»u. 

Glettl, gleid, glcyed, ant- 
tycd; squinting ; -fisa 
oitigtu; awry. "Gaed 
a' gleed," vitnt all 

G!«i 



Graff, greaf, grata. 
Gmip, dung-Jork. 
Gntith. hamtu. 
Gramashts, gailirs 

reaching to tht intt. 
Gian, grand; (Swediih, 

grann.)/nt. 
Giane, groan. 
Gianing, groaning. 
Oral, cried,- vieft. 
Gree. ttgrti: t&o/amie 



Gully, large tnifi. 
Com. gam. 
Gusing-iroD, a lam 

smoolhing-irvn. 
Gnlter-bloodi, eanail 
Gy. rope. 
G]>re-carling,4<t/,' ftwuif 

sister; ogress. 
Gyt. 



J 



;'delin 



piled on the h 
Gieel, greeling, ftip. 

weeping. 
Gicw, shudder. 
Greivwme, ierriilt. 
Grice, suckingpig. 
Griddle, v. Girdle. 
Grlevp, Buerseer. 
Grilse. gi'M, gi"^! * 

yatng salvun. 
r.tip. gripe. 



slable. 
Kacket V. HovkiU 
Had, hold. 
Hidden, haldn. 
Haddowi, hwldtes, 



\ 



King, squinting, 
•g.skarpicnihealtrt. 
Gley, B'gley. «• ant lidt; 

Gliff; g'limpu; skort 

lime: alio a fright. 
CMii. glimpse. 
Gloannng, ttmligkt, 
GItiwr. glovfcring, slan, 

staring. 
Glunch./nJiM.* gloom. 
Gomenl, /«./,- ilockhtad. 
Gossipred, gouiprie, 

Jamiliaritj; mlinuu/; 

sfionsffrskip. 
Couslie. teaife : desolate; 

nkat is oetetHittd 

Gouth, drop. 
Gowan. daisy. 

GavV. nekai ; foot. 
GowlinEi healing; neiiy; 

Goi*p«n, go«Tiin, as 
much at Mh hands 
held tngeilier, wiih 
Ihe palms upward. 






form. 



Gril. great. 

Grossart. grosert, jMur- 

Gnie. shudder. 
GramiKh, ill-farvurtd. 
Gnioi. gnuad. iollom. 
Gude. giod. 
Gude-dame, grand- 

molker. 
Gude-Tnan, husband. 
Gnde-sire, grandfather. 
Gude-sislc, asler-in- 

Guestened./Kfifdf.' ittn 

GuHiiw, galTiw. loud 
burst of laughter. 

Guided, used ;laitn cart 
of: treated. 

Guisards, gys-irts, dis- 
guised ferions ; mum- 
mers, vho vtlunterr 
- icfor 



sides af the head: Ihl 

temples. 
Hnrnm, OuUf-long. ) haffi 

half-hitg 
Hairi, daelling: tMSlaif. 
Holfted. domiciled. 
Hag. a yari cuttiugqf 

Kagg. truskaatd. 
Haggs, fiu end sUmgka. 
Haggies, ha—- "- 

pluck. ifC. < 




HrU". hauK, ttnal ,* 

ntri. 
OaJtse. hnilse. hail; 

saluli; tmirace. 
HbI/, hoiy. " Haly be 

hi3 caiX." haffy ii his 

Hame, ktme. 

Hamdjr, luwttly; /ami' 

Kamshackle, It Hi lie 
luad of a ksrsi or ana 
loBntofilsfinltgi. 

Hand-waled. ckesm : 
fUktd eut ailA Uu 
hand. 

Ilane. bain, tpart; nel 
givt m^y. 

Hanlte, griai many; 
gnat dial. 

Hank. Tvf€ ; oriL 

Hap. hop. 

HappCT. hupptrBfamill. 

Happii, happed, kopptd; 

also cmicrid/arviarmtk 

Hapshackle. (used In Ihe 
loulh of Scotland for 
ha>nihackle.)/0/i>f«< 
/tn/«t of » hor« 
tegtihir at Ike feslt- 
Ttors. Side-Unglc, ii 
to lit Ihefiiri and kind 
fool of Bill lidi tifilher. 

mtIc. drag: Irailaltng 
Ihi gnuad. '■Karle 



Barru. traini. "Ham- 
pan." irain-faH. 

Hany. laflundtr. 

HarTying. flatidiritg. 

Hani, ktrvisl. 

Hash, a elumsy sbran. 

Hauock. ary Iking /iict, 
iaihy, and ill ar- 

H«!Uk,'hMtotk, {from 

balse-lock. )lhnial totk, 

ir mort imky fertion 

0/ Ihe fa., 4 ihtet. 

BMdi Ihty ■aere in a 

mert KalKral and ita 

iaifrmd landilian. 

Haina, hil net, 

_ il«i. ■'Bmngonetthm." 

* tahingofflhihalimUt 



Hailed, or hauil-kil, a 

from the ans, and 

iullcrmili. 
Haud, hold. 
Hauding. tuffaris it- 

fcKdiHte. 
Hduldi, holds; flaca »f 




Havers, bai was. irMc/diV. 
Havrels, haivieii. hslf- 

Having!. btkaviaar; 

Hawkil, vihite-factd, 

afpliid lo imili. 
Hrart-scald . hean-scaud, 

ktart-bum ; metaph. 

ngnt; rimarst. 
Keaiuome. chterful. 
Healher, healh. "Hoi' 
. Oat cow," tiali tt 

Healher-falutlen. etti- 
snipis: from their cry 
ma llemaltjtirhli and 

Heck and maager. rack 
tndmanger. "Livine 
•1 hack and raaneer, 
appliid ioontvhe hat 
got into avarleri tohere 
every Iking ii am- 
fBHahli and flenlieKi. 

H«ckled. haiklid. 

Heete. laiit .- raiii a*. 

Hellicat. hal/-witlid. 

Hempie, rogue; gattaaa- 
appU; ont/orahom 
hemp grvui. lit nuti 



Hk™ .» haile. 

Hindi-iUnds, laUirtndil 

Hlndeilani. betkpartu 

Hinny. honey. "My 
hinny," my darling. 

Hirdie-eirdie, topiy- 

larvy ; in Ttckteu ait- 
fiiihn. 

Hiiple, valk lamely / 
kail. 

Hireel , mmtforaardwilh 
a mstting noiie along 
a rough iHr/ice .- mnie 
tideaiayi in a lilling 
or lying foitart. Hpxn 
tlie grvundorolkenutse 
iy meant ef iht hand* 
only. 

Hiizie. huay. 

HcKiMe V. choaM. 

Holibilsbow. eonfatid 
ku-tup; uproar. 

HcKld^e, vmddU. 

Hatm, Jtatgnmnd atonj 
Ihe tide of a nvir. 
Used in ihe Nanh (or 
island. 

Hoodie-oawi, hooded- 

Hoai. h'uil. hull: . 



Hen-tam. ken-eoef. 

Herded. kepI ikeep. 

Hereiclc/; BB arfiu^W*. 

meni of vaiialagi, 
Henhip, plunder. 
H*rse. hoane. 

lid. hoi. 

MeuRh. frtcipitont at- 
tlivity;3iie>koaewdtil. 



ilougk; pea or 

Hool)! and (airly, fair 

andio/lly. 
HOTM-towpcr. kon^ 

Holch. hilik. 

Houu. i,.f,. 

Howp, hollow; aUoilw 

Houff, thtif flact e/ 



nolhing. 
Humle, fiun. 



m Hurclif 







I 



tafgeiaff. 

Hsadie, midaift. 

Hound, huitt: scl a iag 
tt/iir any Hung ; ftrrtt 
eul; in mMent £om- 

canlemptuausSy afpHid 
is individual, sod aj 
"ttslyhound," "alovr 
bound." a itljiih, 
greedy, rapacievs, 

giirkin^ fillt 



leedging.^iri/fiii^. 
Jeiilicor. justieoal, Jutle 
m etrp! ; vmislcoat 

Jimp, iliK! tkort. 
Jimplf. tartlif ; uaraly : 

Jink, a qakh thiary 

J inlceli ng about, gadding 



Kcb, , 



tattUmb. 



■ emplin'/air 

\i of kiifur^ 



Housewife'skep, hussies- 
kep, tuusrwiftrj. 

Bout fie. Iiouc >vil 
(interj.) fshal nan- 

HurdTes, inlUicki. 

Hure, vilare. 

Hurler-hackeu, small 
troughs or sled^s in 
akick people nod for- 
merly lo slide down an 
iailimed flanl im tit 
tide of a kill. Harh- 
kaMt ii iHU a chiliTi 
play. 

Hurley -house, literally 



ilk," eftkt 

" K.nockwiniiDi:ji m 

that ilk." KuKkKin- 

ntckofKnxJnuiHnock. 

Ilka-days, rvery-days ; 

veik days. 
III. bad: dijimtl ; roil. 
lU-rur'd, ml-fsvBurei; 

lU-SM, stilefi,l! ill- 

lU-iorled, ill-nitid; ill- 

Inglc, _ /re, •• Ingle- 

mjok, tamer ty Ikt 

Ingecr, glean am, 6*. 
Id ower and out ower. 
fosilivefyand violently. 



Kebhack. kebbock. 

kebUuck. a ehttit. 
Keb^wF, an eat that i<a 

lost ker iimi. 
Kebbie, ndeel,- cMf 

rough waliing stick. 

Keeking-elan, haiing' 



sktrp. 
K ml y vine, (tedyrein.) 
fen ! pencil of black or 

Kelii'. fine of a himper. 
'■ take kel ties mendi" 
not driak fair tap-dia 
in order ta he fined in 

Kemping, ',lrii;ing for 
victory, ai reaptrs tn S 
karmttfieid. it 

Kemple, ferp vntps (T 
vsiHdlings [atemt B Ifu 
tar hi of slr,rai. 



miriinlitn. Kend, kaawn. 



locteleg, elaip-knifi. 
joes, mree/kuirti, 
Jougs, ftllery. 



Sagger, pedlar. 
aloose. V, jealous, 
Bud, ■jO.i.i. jade ; man. 
■ugs, ftdlari via litis. 
aw, wave ; aiiopilu/ant 
lofuaci/y ; coarse 



Jiggling tricks. 
I'SP, /liall. 
justified, maA Mi Mttf 

ofjiatict; kangea. 



___ . . Kenning, 

knowing; also tmaU 
fartian ; a Hlltt. 

Kcnspecklc, gnimf 

Kent, ' cudgel; nul 

aiiliin,^-stick, ^^ 

Kerae, frftboflcr, 

VJiWAopt. kiln jirtptatt. 

Kill, ihpkilabegmrUtM 
fellieoat ef « Hi A. 
lander. "To kiS." 
lo luck mp ft- irmn af. 



rating; a gvod uold- 



idltgeiiipii^pSi. ■ 
Kind eallows. JU . 
gallotoi at Crirfwn 
-" """• protaUr 



»ing. 



fuacieut talking. 
Jealous, pronounced 
jnloose, niptil ;guist. 




k 



Wtany of their p-itiu 
hkity 10 t» do for 



KyluvcDC, V. kecljvim 



Kipper, latmon utilid 
and imaii driid: also 
in tkt liali c/ 1 farm- 
ing. 

Kirii. ckurck. 

Kim. ck^m. 

Kirsten. kinen. ihritltn. 

Kimeamg, cKrislming. 

Kirtlc. gmtin ; mantle, or 

V.ar. ciist; Iruni; 

Kitchen, anythi*g talcn 
■ailh bread. luiA ai 
ballir, cJuite, b1.. t» 

" Hunger il Eude 
kttcben," kungir it 
goed Jamt. ' ' Breid 
lo bread Ii una 
kitclicn." it formi no 
tnmtmeHl wkeri in- 
dividuals paly of wr* 
Kz aiieciali. 
Kiuhea-fee. drippings, 
Kiih. aeqnai-ilanct. 
Killle, luklUk. in >U it* 






Lolgh.Atiff. Laiehcrafli, 
taw tying field, of in- 
ftnar quality. 



LampiDZ, healing; alia 
going gniikly and wilk 
long ilridei. 

latnma, bmer, laiuner. 

Lane, "hb laoe." >!/■«• 
iil/abni. "Br their 
Une." Iktmulvaalont. 

«/ inctuding diffirent 
temmenli aiovi ent 
anolktr upon Ikt lanit 
foundalion and under 



Leddy, lady. 
Leech. fhjHcian. 
Lcclane, lecfu'lane, a 

ahnt ; fuile lolilary 
Lettome. */niiaii 

"l-cr*wnclai 

ul/aloHt. 
Leevin'. leevlne, living. 
Leg-bail, ■' 10 give le^ 

L^IIn-ginh, girlk of a 

Leglint, tnili-paib, 
Lei-i-be. Ill abnt. 
Let on, ecinovilidgt. 

Lei that Ree slick to tbtt 

wa'. Ul IKil oloie. 
Lelhcring, tanning IM 

L«iigii, taup/ild. 

Lick-penny, a P**^ 

Lift eaiile, maki a ptf 
Bftatlli. ■Liflreou* 
toHlct rtnls. 

Lllicn, catllt-dialm, 

Llghliy. sligkl. 

' "■- — *— lyke-wakci 



Uke-wa 
iffort 



trvuekl fortk ysHng ; 
appliol only lo some 

Kiver. cautr. 

Knacks, IriJUt fur om»- 
aunt; niet-nati. 

Knapping, (gnapping.) 
English, affulmg to 
ipiai fini wUhent 

Ktuve baim, men ehilS. 
Knt.^. servant! millers 

hoy. 

Knsvejliip. tnill-duei 

faid to Ikt Icnava or 

siroanti. 
Knevelled. iwrellBl, hiat 

violtnlty talt tkljlilt. 
Kootr, knoll, ritimg 

ground! kitlach. 
K nines, v. Cranes. 
Krk>ei, Higktaad tattlL 



<"try. 

Lang, bng. 

Langsyne. tang nntti 

Lapper. eoagulalt; 

Lassie, bnock, lilllr 
Lat. lei. " Lat be," Itt 



Laviing, bvrin, tavtrn 

rtihoning. 
Leal, toyaj; Irut 
Leaguer lady, soldier's 

■uii/t: 4^m/a.gner{ 

caaf-troltir. 



Unki, /&/ s 

Lippen, rt^ upon ; Irasi 



Lippit, nalehed. 

Lippy. fsMrih part tf a 

Ultit. pliant ; supptt. 



aning, rrtt*- 




t 



haxd. 

the loof," Alt* »/lJu Mail --, ..-. 

hand. vitltHt. Menscfu'. 

ijaokW, Ixkei. Malslery. ^ntw. madia. 

loom, imtUmtnl.-vtssil. Majoring, looiing eiU liesa. nmit. 

Loon, laun, rogue ; taliing hig. Mcssan, a l\ 

rustic bof; naughty Malison,™"*. MicLle, p. meiKie. 

wmtm. The word b MalUilent, ral furfcii; Middtn, dutigkilL 

a( bolh genders. euii iKclinalii/K. Midges, gnats. 

Loop, {Gael.) iind of a Mammie, infatiluic of Mighlna, might Hot. 

rivtr, mamma, t-Hm, f rim ; frieiit, 

Ijoapy , cnifly : dtciitjiil. tAammtyia. gMtti. Mincra collops, minetd 

Looiome, Ivvely, Mane, moan. baf. 

Loolen, ftrmittid. Manna, mmt not. Minnie, mammie, In- 

I,ound. calm; Imu and Manse, fanonugi kemt. fantine word for 

shellind; still; tram- Manswom, frrjund. mamma, 

qvil. Manly, mantua silt. Mint, aim; ailemflt 

\j3\s.tAa,smn stunning mantli. tHJtavaur. 

ilnii, Marches, lai 

Ijiunder. jaielir. ionndarits. 

Loup. Itap. Marie, marvit. fiiin. 

Lmiping-Ul, liaping- MiirroH-, match; malt; Mictigoes, diaintsj; 

tvil; a diitait among ont of a fair. uugtimt in Iht head. 

thief, Man. tht fatted com. or Misca*d. miaalled: 

Loupint;-on-itane, horse- whatever animal is nixsed and eall^ 

black: liL the itef-stene slaughlirtd at Mar- nanus. 

fy -which ene gels to thi tinmaifiricintirfrB- Mischieve, doamiieJUe/ 

Ijaup (he dyke, leaf Ike Mashlum, mixed grain, Miiguggled, mangUi 

finct; break out of or Mask, maih ; infitie. and diifignrid ; 

into Ike tnihsare; Masking-fal, wusA-lut. nmflej and dii- 

scamf, Malikui, kare, ordered. 

Low, flame. Maun, mutt. Miilcar'd, ill-laugkt: 

Loveable. hn/tablt; Maundering, AoJinvniy,' ill-ind. 

fraisevrerthjr. talking tdfy. Mislippcn, negleel ; alio 

Luckie. goody 1 gam- Maunna, Miuf iMf. ni^/ and disppoiol. 

mir: eldgrandam. Maw, mm, {wilik Ikl UlEMt. fat nit ^ 

Luckie-dad, luckle- scylhi.^ saris. 

dailide, grandfather. Mawkinji. manikin, lant; UisLet. need. " Mistfl 

Maw-n, mawtd, wighl." child of ni- 

y( Maylne, it may tt; cessily: denttfiii 

ferhaps. eharaeter. 

Ma, mamma. Mayhap it mayhaffem. Mislrysl, diMffoinl bjr 

Mac, ma. mue, more. Mazed, amaied. breaking an enja^e- 

Magg, slial. Mear, man, meni ; deceive; toe iU. 

Magg, maggs, kalf. Meg dorts, saucy Meg; Milher. motker. 

• • -■..■,. -■_ __i "—wi, minted glJta 

- _ . „ large; big; fre- orders. 

bonum, doable-siied eminent. Miules, meaitts. 

botlle, holding tuo tAeMei, as muck meal ai Mools, t>. muuU. 



fence to sirvanls, Ac. Meikle, muck ; grt 



Mells, middles; mists; 

Meltilli, a meal. 
Melths. mxihs, eggt of 
Ike ilaaHly ufion miat. 
Meiihi, marhi ■ land- 



adittatt4mMg 



.ordUngtt, I 



hmti Ihat diioftka»- 

Moudiwarp, moudionut, 

nouldwaip. molt. 
ttouli. mooli. larll, .- Ikt 

i<muiUedth(nd, 
...„.-d had af hair. 
Ifuckle V. meikle. 

valir shtep. 

Uuhme, (Gad.) tame. 

Uuils, tiauldi : tleth tr 

tilt Aeafrrput. 

Uuir-pauii. (pootx,) 

MurgmiM, grimaai! 



I'll beguile you if I can. 
A lollcry rhjmi tatg 

Vfhiriimg Ikt tiuo closed 
fsti round i4uk tthtr, 

0« ^toinifg tlu 

tr,a.tkt other cmflj. 
Neiil, nightst: nut. 
Neok, BW* .■ nrmr. 
Nevriled V. knevdled. 
Nevoy. nfthna. 
New-wngied, ntm- 

fashiontd : tnrreiud 

Nichcr, nicker, ntirJL 
Nkk-naekew. iHnttli.- 



OniTanrtt, m road .■ 

hf stilt Uiorsiim; 

Ota\rvid.firm-sl€ad: UU 

imldings oH a /arm. 
Ony, any. 

Open sletlt, fpat itilck. 
Oi.trt; ttfor,. 

OlT>. odd; not mate/ltd; 

Ihot moy b, sfortdi 

mtPifli'xid. 
Oslln-wife. womaK Ihtl 

krft am hoittlry. 
Oul bye, vilhoal; a lillU 

way an/. 
Ouuhot, proHctiiir fart 

of an old building. 
Oul take. ex<.ft. 



Nick-il 






Nieve, V. neeve. 

Niereru'. h^Hd/uL 

NifFi^r, aeharngt. 

N'iny>nafl!)r, fniUdieai, 
ivncriUd andjixiial. 

Ninhi-cQwl. ni/htrap. 

Nailed, knoiifd. rafftd: 
ilrmikfoniUy againsl: 
«i ■' Noilwl ihnr 
beadi," knotktd htadi 



Owrrloup. gd nwr Iht 
finet : trttpasi m 
anothir'i froptrty. 



Marches, 
Oweruco. eiinlaktn. 

Oye, gmndieii. Sw ofc 



Muhgab, imfaiimal 



mgpardfy. 
tat-tiaaa. 



Mand.-i.. , 

Hcb-lnn. «.«; fo^tU if 

anything. 
Hecbor. ntifhioMr. 
Keedru. nttd net. 
Ve'er-be-Uckll. nelhing i 

whith mid h liitrd 

up. bydog ar lal ; at- 

leluiefy nulking. 



lAnst' 
Neeve. lU cbttd kand; 



A 



0«. aj. trn- graniikiU. 
Otr-comr. itmtifi tuat*. 

Ond-«. /aU if nimw 



Pnc*. 1"»teh. EaiUr. 

Paidle. /r///(. rfa// 
^An>(,t tlaf; alKi Am. 

Paul^e. /ran/, oi cUmIw* 
la a lub ; alio iharl 
,nd irr,p,l.,r Hlf, 
tucli a% of childrm, 

Paik. tiat. 

Puki, Jilrvi ; a btallnr. 

PalmnWif, talking fis- 
firmly. 

P^Bf*), iramwud i 

Uagad. 



Parton, irai-fisk. 

PnsMniented, guardi 
Ttjilh laa, _fringt, kc, 

Pal, /o(. 

Pnl./H/. 

PRlnck, pactrick. par- 
trick, perlriclt, fart- 
riiige. 

PalllB. plaugk-staff. 

Paiichly, haughtj. 

Pauk. v>iU. 

Pawky, viity: sfy.dni/fy. 
lut ntl miitkirveusly. 

Peulins, fcarlingi; loci. 

Pease-bogle, sterarimi. 

Peaaewe^, pecsewcep, 
peeweet, iafwiHg. 

Peat. *(( ,• fdvettnte. 

t^l-bogg. sleughi in 
flaai/ram wAtiueffat 

Peeehing, S« Pcghing. 
Pedier, pedlar.- Jkavittr. 
Peeble, f/6ilt, 
Pee[, Bfilaci ef itrtngih, 

peneiaJ. In particular, 
il signifies a ilrong- 
kolit. tit dt/enea if 
tehiik art ef larth 
viixid with timber, 
itrmglkaui vn'lh 

paliiadii. 
hd. Petl-kimse, in (he 

PeengiD, vikining, 

Frtr. fear ; also a fear. 

Peerie, isy's tpinning 
lap, at in wtelion n 
the pull of a siring, in 
place efteingahippid, 

Peerie, lurieia ; jkj- 

Peera, pears, 
Pi^hfng, peching, pug^ 
tl^ and panting: 

PeghU, T^Picts'. 
PeHack, pellock, tor- 
feiie .- In oU Scotch, m 

VAVnc.farritr's mirei. 

Pen-gun, pep-gnn ; from 

boy's pby cracketi 

formed of quill barrels. 

Pennystnne, slonr quoit, 

fm^v. proud and cen- 

ctiltd. 



PetUe, indulge; irtai as 

a pel. 
Phcaising, falavering ; 

making &ng or fine 



pileh. 
Pick-mirk, dark aipilck. 

Rckle, grain of cam: 
email quanlilt ef any 
tking. "nckleiRour 



Pick-maw, a tmall sea- 

fll. 
Piclamle. Ike great l:m. 
Pig, earlkea p«l, vessel, 

orpiteker. 
Pis*. P'Sgs. cnxiery- 



fir torturing t/u 
tngers. See Pinny- 
Pinchers, iron craws. 
Pinging, nlleriag fetHi, 

ibmI peeviik com- 
flaiats. A sickly 
i;>(Hk:d child is colled a 
pinging thing. 

Pingled. pained: put tt 
diffieulty. 

Pinner, a cap -witk lap- 
pels, formerly worn by 

Pinny winkles, a toard 
viitk Aoles, into rokiek 
the Sngers are Ikrast, 
and f rested apen an'lk 
pegs, as a sptciej ef 



per; also broken 
ofclay tobacco pipes. 

Pirn, MHn; the bobbin 
of a stinniK^-wkeel : 
tke reed, arfutll bobbin 
in a weaver' t ikullle. 

Pit. put. 

Pllli. strength. 

Piihleu, wasitiag 

strengtk. 

Plaek, a copper coin, 
equal la Iki ikird part 
^as^Englisk penny. 



sl^ff. 
Plies, yM/(. 
Pliskiei, miiekieveat 

tricks. 
Plot, teald. 
Ploiiie, mulled aine. 
Ploy. rmptisywunl; 

karmless frAit. : merry 

Fluff, paf: hairdrtsser'l 

fmeder-puf. 
Pock, poke, ^oBf A .' hag. 
Pockmanly, forlmaa- 



coldmeal. ..._ _._ 

broiled. 
Poorfu'. powrrful. 
Poonilh, pfireiiy. 
Pooliy, poulry, /nii/A^. 
Pools, pouts, foulli; 

young grouse, Sc. 
Poppling, bubbling: 

purling: rippling. 
Pose, deposit; keard ^ 

money. 
PoLiloe-bogle, sear*- 

PoltercarrieTi paliinxtr, 

apolhecar?,. 
Pouch, pofiel. 
Pouss. pouse. pom. 

fusk: sligkt. fwirk 

pHll.er sportrvt sHatek. 
Poulher, fowder. 
Poiilhered, pewdtrid: 

torned: slightly salted. 
Pouling, skBOling at Ike 

young foulU of pari. 

ridges. 
FOw, pall; kead; alio 

Powney. pony. 

Powsowdie, shtep'i kea4 
brelh .- milk and uuai 
boiled trfgttktr : any 
miilurt ^intvegrmtm 
sorts of food. 

Powiering. 




■" ■ 
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H Rfven, riHt; fani. 


W,p« vrilh ihe sign of 


lubjeel. hastily fromltltf 


^m Riner'd, half-salttd and 


tbe crosj. 


out: a rath/nlU. 


H kalf-drUdph. 


Sair, lore .- M17 Hiici, 


Screeded, torn. 


■ Rock, dislaf. 


Salvage, savage. 


Sccwgh o' moming, Ikt 


■ RokeUiy, Xr/c£ui. 


Sandv laverock, sand 


first d,ram. 


■T Roopil. *.flrw. 


lark ; sandtrliHg. 


Scud, tt heavy shesetr. 


^ Roose. tiue, trio/,' 


Sap, sop. 


Scudlar, scullion. 


/™iw. 


SapelEU, V. Sadiles*. 


ScaO. shallmrfith-bist^t 




Sark. shirt. • 


Sculdudderr, nlaUng lO 


Roughies. viithirtd 


Saugh, ™//<w iroad- 


what is unchaste. 


boughs : a iBTt of ruJc 
lorci.aisoJriidAiJ/A. 


Uaved -willow. 


Scunner, disgust. 


Saul, ion;.' mtllU. 


Sealgl), selch, seal.- st»- 


Round, roun. wAiiJxr. 


Saulie, a kirtd mourner. 


calf 




SaiiUfat, ^V*;/^ '"*.' 




Roupinir. aiulisHinr. 
Roupil. roiipcd, sold if 


fo</rfa»'S 


^-mji-u. sea.«ew . ««- 


Saui. J<itf. 


Seannaihie. Highland 




5.imfil. salt-dish. 




RouEune wire, ja/u- 


Saw, iitt i«rf. 


SiKt. slre.-^' 


™»fl». who .twnds 


Snwing, sowing. 


Selled. strained through 


n.B//. 


ScaR-raff, riffraff: 


a cloth, or sieve. 


Rousied, ruitid. 


robbU. 


Seiped. ooud; Kiplng, 


Rouih, //M<r- 


Sdiih, harm: damage. 








Sdi,jff,-"lbesellD-il." 


Roving, raving 1 4^ 


uninjured. 




Scald, icauld. scold. 


Semple, 0/ loa birth. 








Row, ™//. 


Scan, scralck. 






SdH. tribuU: lax; 


as niucA as 'itrtHs the 


ai<l. 




turn : enougk. 


Rowed, roUtd. 


vetfigal. 


Sn.Jit; beeomt: tmil. 


Y^a-MX.r^arUktaiuU. 


Scalhless, ;^ Amh 


Sej.-backxy." sirloin. 


Rubbil, n>Mn/. 


harm. 


Sliabble, cutlass. 


Budaa, niwds, haggard 


Scauding, scalding. 


Shand, a cant term ft* 


old woman. 


Scauff and raff, roagk 
flint)', wllhoal seUi- 


base coin. 


Rug, /*//,■ t-jj cAra/ 


Shanks, legs/ "shank 


*«-yi»». 


tion; fun -and froUc 


youracll awa'," take M 


Rngging, fulling 


i^flenly. 


yourlvs.-beof: 
Sham, thin cow-duug. 


t^ikly. 


Scaur, seari : frighten. 


Ralliora, M«J (BdA «/ 


Scaur, frecifilous bant 


Shaihmonl. til inchts in 


mnUnnid kaihtr. 


of earth overhanging 


ICHglk. 


Rund, land, seliiagi of 




Khaughline. ikambUng! 


broad ebHh ,- list. 


Schclm, rogae. 




Rung, a nmgk undressed 


Sclaled, slated. 


shoes trodden down « 


st«ff. 


Scomtishing, sug«aiing 


out side by bad walk- 


Runt, an old t™; also 


by b.ld .ur. ^ 


ing 


Ihi slali b/ coleworl or 


Scona. sBiJll eoies. 


Shsve. sheeve. dicf el 


adteri. 


Scotch coLlopi, seolched 


bread, ehetse. &c. 




lollops; betf-sliaks. 


Shaw. show. 




scolehtd. and broiled 


Shnws. woods: alK^ 




isi Ihe frying'fau. 


leaiis of pBltloes, tv 


Sa. me. «r. 


Scouping, skelping. 


nips, ftc 


Sack and fork, Lai. fos^a 


moving kaslily: nm- 


Sheai. f*f.- diviJi. 


el furra, i.e. dnniining 
and hangiHg. 




Shearing, sheerng, raa^ 


Back doudling. Aj^^jj*- 


Scouther. leorik. 




z™^. 




mer nsilk-k^t. 


Sackleis, saihieu, nk«. 


Screed, a long strife of 
cloth hastily lorn of; 
a lonr I'rme Hfoa anr 


Sheeling-hm, (dw a 


. less. /W™«m/, 

k Sain, (i(^/ ,^ji./rf adl 


mill.) rising mimmmd 
tvhert tkt sSeOi 


1 ,-.**««.. Licraliy. 


are ivinitMld. 





^^^^^H 


■ 




^^^^^^^^H 


■ 
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37? 


Sheenest, tiearat 


Skirl In ihc pan. set in 


Sn-tg. ansgBTi "■* 


Shellum, skdlum, ngiu. 


thipan. 


snag." tnarry stump 


Sheltie, pony. 


Skirling, icTieming. 


efan oak. a trie having 
the traaehe, raughfy 


SbJcl, slull; tail eut ef 


Skllcliers, ikatis. 


Oi hmt. 


Skill, ianltr.-jftr. 


euloff. 


ShiliriLv^al,™!*,.""* 


Sklvie, «tl of Iki prtfcr 
dirtelum deranged. 


Snapper, shimtlt. 


iiiifid. 


Snaps, gingerbread nnll. 


Shogging, 'hating ; jeg- 


Skreigh. icreeck: lomd 


Snaw, mw. 


gi-S- 
Shoo\. ihKii. 


,hP,ll cy,- ''skTrigh 


Sneck, lalch; "sneck- 


o' day," frtp of day. 


drawer." latck-lipir; 


Shoon, iAa». 


Sktimp, sliHl. as to mta- 




Rborcd, Ikrialned. 


sure or quantity. 


Sneck it, nstehed. 


Sbouldni. sudoa. iknli 


Skuldiiddery, sculdad- 


Sr.eesliing. snuf. 

Sndl. sliarp: cold: oven. 




dery./ornicatha. 


EbDI-wlndow. d jna// 


'%i.. -'■"""■ 


Snlgcering. titlenng 


v/a^no. thitjiy filUd 


,neeringly. 


vith a board Ikat opens 


Slack, aaoptningietwen 

huohilLikoibwahcr, 


Snod, ntal. 


and ihuli. 


Snood, a young woman'l 


Sbwilher, thaulder; 


na vmUr ruiu. 


maiden fillet (or tying 


-show the caul-i 


Slade. ilid; Mtpedalomg. 
SUisterinE, daint aay 


round her head. 


shouiber," afptar eold 
and nttroid. 


Snoller, Ikt proboscis of a 


thing in an adh^id 


Shriegh, ihrUk. 


and untidy inay ; 


snotter and snivel," 


Shule, V. ahool. 


espoHatly applied la 


U, blubber and snuffe. 


Shule, piak ; alw sieot. 


dabbling in any thing 


I'o inotter. Is also ta 


SSVb.nialtdlafyilocd. 




go loileringly. 


Sc .iccin, n«*r 


Slaislera, dirty ilofi. 
blnkc, imiar; it£teh cf 
that with akuh any 




Stelike.jiu/w. 


SomcgaW. somehea; 


Siecar. secure, sa/t. 




Side, long,- said of Bar- 


Ihinn is hedauhtd. 


Sorners, lejourntrt ; 




Slap, breach in a/emi. 


tturdy ieggars ; ri- 


Siller, ri/ver: moitty. 


51eavtlM»-gate. sltave- 


Insive gueHi, who 


m-xk. iJIM.) fodliyi 


less enand. an idle 


pleaded privilej^e, and 


Silfy,«na«Wfl«/Jtote«/ 


errand: hunting the 


were not easily got rid 
of.alleastinlheHigh- ^^ 


e„du». ^ 


AcaJKA, wbcllietot body 


Sliddery. slippery. 


land;, where ihe acts ^H 


ormiud. 


Sliahled. (as a fonnai.) 


of Parliament againM ^H 


Kndry, «>nd,y. 


I hem were not en- ^^B 


Slih. «-.«. 


Slink, I'lllt vxrihtnol 


ro[«d. ^H 


SluUtb. ». South. 


to ke defended upon at 


Sonnng, sfnnging. and ^" 


Sluns, mmleits. 


P^. 


playing iho unwelcome 


Sk«ly. tkeily, ikMlfu', 


S&T,\i.veaIa/acal/Hiled 


B-^esl. 


immedialil* after 


Sort, to assort! arrange; 


Ekee^ tow.,— skeen 


e^lved. 


Jil; aenmmedate and 


dubh," Uati iai/i; 


Sloin. !/««. 




lie HiKhlandirt dir- 


SlDckeBcd, ilaJied. 


Sough, fi^miwo/ wrW; 


nitrmorl. 


Slogan, viar cry, tr 


the breathing of a per- 


SkelUet, iquintt. 


Sloi-hounds. ilenth- 


urn in dap ileep i the 


Sketloch, ihriU ay; 


ehanit. or recitative. 




boundi. il>aJ.haunds. 


peculiar lo the old 
Presbylericuts in Sb>1- 


Skdping. m7Vi-<g npiii- 


vihi follow t&i slot, ar 


ly;aiiQ.shppiagviiti 




Und, and to ccruin 


tki palm of the hand. 


Slue, slif se/tty amJ 


extra-religioui casua 




-f*'"'y- 


everywhere ; also, a 


Skinker. jkwnr out tt 






tiiUOf. 


Smaik, a silly fetlaw; a 


Soup, tpeonfut. or monlh- 


Skink. four eul; also, 


t'ny jellmo; paltry 


fnl of soup, or olher 


mup madtoftheskink, 
trLugho/i«/. 


Si^^'l, snuieJ. 


Souple, the itfiting part 


Skill. sGiu'cy: 


&aioor,nnallur. 



Soiiple, nppU; Mtivt; 

aha tubtlt. 
Soiilhcr, sowder, loUtr. 
SouLhroa. southrteuHlry 

Man / EHglilhPbiil. 
Soiilor, loulcr, shot- 

^cmcn%fiummery; ilanc- 
nanee. made of Iho 
oalineal which remains 
in the bran after boil- 
ing, converled into a. 
sub-acid starch. 

S-pae, fireU/l. 

Spae-wife. froplUlia. 

Spang, ifring. 

Spanged, 'frunf. 

5pan-y-K[a5S. tuparagas. 

Spiuld, ihouldtr. 

Speck and spaa Detr. 

Spcel. climi. 

Speer, ask. 

Speerings, aiiiiip ; 



Sialg, an imirai*-ia 

yr/uxg hont, 
Staik, iltai. 
Stalwart, itahroith, itett- 

vt&rthy ; stout and 

Sumach, ilemaeh. 
^X^na.slo„diag-plact. 
SiincliEls. stancheons. 
iron ion fir iicttriug 

Stane, staine, iltiu. 
Stane, ili'm-' <^o 1 1^S 

pah. 
Stark itarir^ mad, 

tiridentfy quilt mad. 



Spick and ipaD, wtatltr 

audfirm. 
Spleuchan, Maao-fouck. 
Splora. fivlici: rials. 
Sporran, {aael)puru. 
Sprack , iprutt : sprightly. 
Spraickle, scramble; gd 

011 vsith diffeully. 
Spreigh, fny: literally, 

Spreneherie. talllt- 

m»g. prty^riviHg: 
ti30,smalltpeil; paltry 
iMty of small articUs. 

SptiKS. sprays, skart irrt- 
galaritiis, and con- 
vivial indulgtnces. 

SprinBi, mtrry tuna, to 
which people spring 

Sprug. sparnm. 
Sprush, spmet. 
^uliie, spoil. 
Spule-bane. hlade-iaa*. 
Spune, spoon. 
Spunk, a match : a taptr; 
atparki^Jirt; antusU 

Spunkie, viill-e'-tfisp ; 



Slaw. p»t to a 

turftit. 
Sleek, stitch; also ikul. 
Kteer, ttir; mutest. 
Kleer'd, stirrtdi middled 

with. 
Sleery, iusth; ttir; 

quandary. 
Sleeve, slif: ttreug; 

durable. 
Steevrly, stioelyi/rBi/f. 
Slell. plact ef ctvert: 

skelter. 
Slend, sHahe bug stefi. 

Stibbler, clerical fre- 
taliener; applied in 
ridicule. 

Slicked, sllckit, ilHch: 
slabbed! also iuugltd 
and ifeiltd in the 



Slour, sloor, Ixrgt mJS 
strong; item. '■ 

Slour-looking. f^^ 

Stouth and roulh. fliittf, 
Siouihfid. Todhry. 
Slow, cut off; lef. 
Stowings, sprouts ef 

celraort galitred in 

spring. 
Strap, slraa. 
SIrae death, death upon 

theted-strau; natural 

death. 
Slmik, stroke. 
Saaiiie,ajtnie;abuiief. 
Stiatb, a valley through 

Slraughted. sirtleked; 

maJe ilraigkt. 
Streak. SIreek, stricb, 

sirelch ; lay out a corpse. 
Stress, hard fresiart ! 

hard straining. 
Sturdied sheep, a ihetp 

faddiness, from taattr 

Suckin, milt-duet. 
Suddenly, sudden. 
Suld. ihonld. 
Suraph, soft maddf' 

headedfiutra. 
Sune, toon. 

later. 

SunkcIS, froiiision e/anf 



mahin, 
Siickit minister, acfrnm/ 
student or probationer 
kecome unqualified fir 
the ministerial i^fice 

sin moral conduel. 
Sticvely, siijiy ; firmly. 
Sting and ling, tii tt 

Stir, sir. 

Siirk. a young steer tr 

heifer ieta-tin one and 

tiPO years old. 
Sloiting. staggering. 
Sloop and roop, stumf 

and rump ; allogrtier. 
Slot, a biilloci telarfen 



Swank le, tufpit w/iM 

yeunxfillfw. 
Swanking, supple. ■mttiM. 
Swap, exchange. 

■ ' great Hatk- 






tegull. 






Swscved. ssserved. 

Swallerrd. sqinKnnt 
ifluttered; jloancid: 
' ---idly in Ihl 




Eweepit, iterpt. 

Swire, neck ; atsodeelina- 
limii a hitl : hellav) 
ittaten two hilli. 

Bwirlw. vihirls ; eintiUr 



Sjbo. a™ oniBa that doa 

Syke. sike. smatt rill, 
cmmonfy rv«mng ewl 
»/ a ftiagmin; imali 

S^. syne, lin, liHte: 
tin ,■ after that; in 
that can. 

Synd. rinsi; syndingi. 



Tait'd. matttd toilJk far. 



T!iol*d, tiiffTid. 
Thoughl, a vtry liltUf 

temnoia/, 
Thowlesi, ilugti'^i '•■ 



I 



TasM, cup. 

Tassell, tHiiil 

Tatiy. nailed. 

Tauld, told. 

Taupie, a tkno fiolbk 



Thra«aH, ci 
%ll-timptr\ 



^bytht _ 

Btkir. ^B 

ii-grainai H 

illid; fa^ ^H 

t-ltmftnir ^^1 

luxaly-faur ^B 



1^. Ah. 

Tac the m. M« 0*^ ,- tae 

hair, bb me half. 
Ta«d, laid. /au<. 
Taen. taken. 
Talilie, dadc/tniail 
Tail, tel «/'mW. &c. 



Thac. JAne. 

Tlmtlt, thatck. " Under 
thick and rape, " nnd/r 
tkilik and roft ; com- 
manlj' used in alluiion 
to the slacks in thebani- 
yard. after they are 
Ihatched-ia for ihe 
winter :w> that, "tinder 



ajfmatiin ; Ihrtai. 
''An auld Ihrcep." • 
lujunlilivn etitinaltfy | 
firiiiled in efeU. 1 

rfareepit, firiiiled fi» J 



\ 



Tangle, IM4 stem ef tie 
iarger lucus digilaELi, 
a ifeeia <^ ua-wad. 
The (etm is also a pplied 
conlcmpluouily la any 
loDj; dangling person 
or thing. 

Tangs, tengi. 

Tap of lour, Ihe quanlitj 



That,— "no Ihil far off 

not very far off. 
Tbcekins. tkatcking; 

IhaUk. 
Tbeow OBrfEsnc, (IvAN- 
, ) thrall andionds- 

Thifigers. mannerly 

itggari, Ihat ask a 
bencvoleaix. nol an 



Tape, W tafe. 

Tftppii hoi. [In drinking,] 



eeileettng ttnnvli 

genletl begging. 
Tbegither, fegetller. 
Thereout, en I tfdaan. 
Illick. tHiimatt. 
Tliiriage, thraldom t 



TiUie-wallie, Mdtt. 

faddle. 
Time aboDt, altemaleh. 
Tire, lote. 
Tinklen. tinken. 
Tint. hst. 
Ti(^ieneei, taepennf \ 

Uppennj', alt M t 



Ue handle e/Olt h,^ 
Tiitie, tha Inluuiar I 



endcftrin^ nrsnner of Ttyst, apfniilmcHl ; 
pronoun CI ng astir. rtiidtB'oas. 


"KSi^-KW 


Tocher, marriage ftr- Trysled with, mtl with. 




lion. TuiJii«, loolyle, tusyle, 




TochakH\ forlienliis. icuJTt. 


Ups>dei«ith,«t««s«/«f 


to&./ox. Tup. ram. 


quit with. 


Toddling. waddliHg aa Turbinacious, ef. w te- 


"SS-rr-ois; 


childrrni-o. longing to ptal. or 


Took of druin. Suck ef rather turf. 


rrndtoi,. 



Turnpike slair, vandiag 



Twalpennics, mx ferny 



quirt. 
; Tyke, aS?/. of the brgef 

tJHb, cnUfrs'o/Jslag: 



VaJh. Itetpu vacau 
VasMiU. wsn-a. 
Visnll-buird, cmfitari. 
Visnomy, viagt. 
Viim, food : tttajtit. 



flajjs covering Iho necit 

Mid part of ihR 

shoulderi. 
Traillfd, drag^. 
Traiking. InuHging : 

dangling. 
Tramped, slawpid; trod. 
Tramper, icamp : run-a- 



Treen. made 0/ ini; antwr.-y 



Tng, »™/. 
Trindling, / 
Trocking, 



- Udal, allodia. 

Udaler, one vho Ihlifi 
I til landi ty allodisl 

L Ugaome. distuttirf. 
: Uliie, oil. 
Umquhile. tph'trm; ti- 

drvall; lute. 
Unbriied, anircien. 
tjnonny, daagereiu; 
lapfoi^ to foists: 
saferHalnral fatDeri. 

Unchancy, milncijr; 

If A.- itrangi.- 



Wibsiu, tetlsttr; t 



S£f.- 




1 Vp-b)e.aliitUmiy/ar- 

thtrmi Kf lit nay. 
■ Upiisl, rtfroack. 

Upgoing, «« 

Uphaud, - -^ 



„ vtUtrimg. 

lilydraigle. «*jwj««^ 
£1/ jinf la a wtit, and 
hence uwd for uiir 
7iv#/r iil-gmm cnw- 

Wjlih'. /&«//. 
Wamc, UVJW* ; Mh, 
Wamefou-, ielfy/aU. 
WarnfMstaes, testa frtm- 

ticly. 
'Wtti.gtt: s 

Wanchancy, ■ 





Wuile. 

Sifk. »^. 

Wulock, wiunt 
Warid. aurtd. 

WVM.U-TU. 

W«ntJe, wirsOe. wistllc 



WniMff/MML 




ihvBilimt. 



Waslrire, wxiuy. waiUt 
imfrMdal ixftmu. 

■Wai. wea, *Ji™. 
Walet-broo. watlrgrael. 
Waler-puroir — -•— 

Wiiha-, uu 

Wanch, waC waafT, 

HaiuBrKS.iad.i*aUr. 
Wauff, waw.-jfci*. 
WBuehC. fcarf)- dnmgU 

e/li^nor. 
Waur, HWM,- also /•/ 

to r4« VK>nt:gH tht 

billtrt/. 
Waured. aeriltd; iuh- 

quithed. 
Wawl. n>// /^ QV/, «i 

iioi vrildfy. 
Waws. Weill, and 



Wear. Airf/ tndurt. 
Wear, welt, Bwr. 
•• Wearthe jacket." TWi 
phraxe alludes lo a ciu- 

obaidete, by which, on 
paying a certain tee. 
or otberwua making 
totenst wilh the hunli- 
nxm of (be Caledoninn 
Hunl. any diuen 
BSpiianl, uhose tank 
did not ettliile him to 
become a mrmbn- of 
that more highly bi 



■OCtety. rolgbi bemmo /' 
niiUed to (be field- Wh 



ri4mmiiig ia filllt fUh 

foul. wt,nc nr-m 

Weird, ikir/er. "7fc» Whrm^i wk/tmlMt t 

weird tadiae'it* f^ U/ rMHf»ii,t 

firtimt ii tmfmdi lU Wl>"A, *»'< 

dlftAjigi ii/mi^atd. Wt^Ay i>»;r.nr '«/.//«/. 

Wciie.-rfM.nM^n*, W»wwli.»fi/w/ '«/« 

ladit'rUltfnmtfli 

iiifw Of IMT ,- ilAv// 

Wclknl. ««akM./kJW 

cloih. CtlltUI. 
WeO-beul. VriV. 
Weni. Kar. 
Werau. wniuC. 
WeV. I« ihalL 
Wba, wis. 

W)am(^. i/n4<,' tJlul. 
Whang. Iialhtr. 
Whap, rtiriVH.. 
Whar, whaut. leA/rr. 
Whlllorna? wA/ "" 
Wheen. whin, farul ; m 

ihinijs. 
Wliiddmg. rnddiig. 
WhiKamo™.^ro/ !«*.>■. 

WhiKKing. ^iar'"; 

TuMj; argtng /sr- 

WhigmateeHea. MhIuU; 

nickmaiktls ; triimj. 
Whiles, lomilimi!. 
WhilUed, iBhtidhd: 

cktaled bf •uhiedling. 
Whillyi"^, famimliiig; 

dtitiinxg viilh iftaaut 



1 



.Ti.—. ^ . B '. mhlMihiu, 

Wrfrt-Bfl*, a milt wlu 
tuilfi kimnif »hHt 

WiH^mi. mimt-otlf, 

Willriiid.wi/rf, thmnnt 
•inm»unla*h , t*f 

Wifl. *W/ "J„ |«> 
■■grt/iil/' "Win in." 

Windl»Mn«, (rviM 

A*""'' u|><»> Willi ft 
yntn ii put, In iM 

WiruIow-lKJe, (iK^rty 
a M«rtx» wtad*m M«f 
It //Jn/ i^ a -^1 



I 



'hilly-w 



iM 




Wilhy, woody, rvft ttj senie*. 



Wunrat, KilhinJ; 

dried. 
Wun. win : gtl. in all its 






Willing, weeiiHE, k. 

tug. 
Woo', vkkI. 
Woodie, galliraii : also 

a viilhit, or rope of 



Vankin?. mayff/laltlM 
Bngiiii. 

Yaud.^aA,- mart. 

y»ud. " fur jrsud." a ay 
tf ouourmgrmtat. » 
dirtctien. /rrm a it/*- 



Wyllecoal. iojt Jlannil 
andtr-dras next the 
ahirt,- fiajintl ftlli- 



Yellocbcd, rautdailliiB\ 



Woniccow, wliriocow, 
Aotgoilin ; iagbiari 

Wowf. iBarward; ■mild; 
unrictaimid: dii- 

erdirtd i» iiunrtl. 

Wraiih, an a/parilion. 

Wml, wood. mad. 

Wuddy, set Woodie. 

Wull-a-i«ins,nw/>iRe/ 

Wull-cal, iBili-tal: col- 

Wull. 



itch, i 



alkltlie. . . .. .... 

Yammered, madt a leui Yowe, noc 



Yell. 'gatt. ' 

Yoking. tMr fttmgking ' 
Hal ii datu at tn* 
fulling4e i^tht karm. 

YoQ, Hurt; ytmitri 

Yook. yniking, yowkiq^ _ i 



.V 



